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SAINT MARY’S CATHOLIC CHURCH 

IN THE “CITY OF THE HILLS” 

CORNER OF WALNUT AND ELM STREETS, ONEONTA, NEW YORK 

WWW.STMARYSONEONTA.ORG—607.432.3920 

FACEBOOK.COM/STMARYSONEONTA 
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Welcome... 

From wherever you have traveled or have been 

led on your spiritual journey, we, the Catholic 

community of Oneonta, are glad that you are 

among us. We invite you make yourself at home 

and consider joining in our Christian way of 

life, worship and service. 

 

Students of Hartwick and SUNY Oneonta, 

welcome! We encourage you to participate and 

volunteer in all liturgical and service  

ministries while you are among us�

We are home to... 

�� Saint Mary’s Newman Catholic Community 

�� Boy Scouts of America—Troup 23 

�� Knights of Columbus—Council 4989 

Eucharistic Liturgy... 

Sunday—The Lord’s Day: 10:30am 

Saturday—Vigil: 5:00pm 

Weekdays: Mon, Tues & Fri: 9:00am 

Holy Days: 12:10pm & 7:00pm 

Headlines… 

�

Please visit our Facebook page�

 or our website at 

www.stmarysoneonta.org �

for weekly Gospel reading and 

Homily with Fr. David.�



S�. M���’
 C����, O�������

Please	note,	all	liturgical	services	and	

meetings	at	Saint	Mary’s	have	been	

postponed	until	further	notice.		�

�

In your prayer pray for ...�

�� people who are posi�ve with the coronavirus and for 

their family and friends,�

�� for physicians and nurses on the front lines and for 

medical researchers,�

�� for people for whom the isola�on will be very 

burdensome,�

�� for our fellow parishioners,�

�� for world leaders and our bishops and all those in 

authority during this �me of uncertainty �

A Prayer from the United State 

Catholic Conference of Bishops�

�

Holy Virgin of Guadalupe, �

Queen of the Angels and Mother of the Americas. �

We fly to you today as your beloved children. �

We ask you to intercede for us with your Son, �

as you did at the wedding in Cana.�

�

Pray for us, loving Mother, �

and gain for our nation and world, �

and for all our families and loved ones, �

the protection of your holy angels, �

that we may be spared the worst of this illness.�

�

For those already afflicted, �

we ask you to obtain the grace of healing and 

deliverance. �

Hear the cries of those who are vulnerable and 

fearful, �

wipe away their tears and help them to trust.�

�

In this time of trial and testing, �

teach all of us in the Church to love one another �

and to be patient and kind. �

�

Help us to bring the peace of Jesus to our land 

and to our hearts.�

We come to you with confidence, �

knowing that you truly are our compassionate 

mother, �

health of the sick and cause of our joy.�

�

Shelter us under the mantle of your protection, �

keep us in the embrace of your arms, �

help us always to know the love of your Son, 

Jesus. Amen.�

�

Lockdown�

by�

Father Richard Hendrick�

Yes, there is fear.�

Yes, there is isolation.�

Yes, there is panic buying.�

Yes, there is sickness.�

Yes, there is even death.�

But,����

They say that in Wuhan after so many years of noise�

You can hear the birds again.�

They say that after just a few weeks of quiet�

The sky is no longer thick with fumes�

But blue and grey and clear.�

They say that in the streets of Assisi�

People are singing to each other�

across the empty squares,�

keeping their windows open�

so that those who are alone�

may hear the sounds of family around them.�

They say that a hotel in the West of Ireland�

Is offering free meals and delivery to the housebound.�

Today a young woman I know�

is busy spreading fliers with her number�

through the neighbourhood�

So that the elders may have someone to call on.�

Today churches, synagogues, mosques and temples�

are preparing to welcome�

and shelter the homeless, the sick, the weary.�

All over the world, people are slowing down and reflecting.�

All over the world, people are looking at their neighbours in a 

new way.�

All over the world, people are waking up to a new reality,�

To how big we really are,�

To how little control we really have,�

To what really matters,�

To Love.�

So we pray and we remember that�

Yes, there is fear�

But there does not have to be hate.�

Yes, there is isolation�

But there does not have to be loneliness.�

Yes, there is panic buying�

But there does not have to be meanness.�

Yes, there is sickness�

But there does not have to be disease of the soul.�

Yes, there is even death�

But there can always be a rebirth of love.�

Wake to the choices you make as to how to live now.�

Today, breathe.�

Listen, behind the factory noises of your panic.�

The birds are singing again,�

The sky is clearing,�

Spring is coming,�

And we are always encompassed by Love.�

Open the windows of your soul�

And though you may not be able�

to touch across the empty square,�

Sing.�

�

© by Richard Hendrick.�

Used with the author’s permission�
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No�ce from the Bishop’s Office of the Roman Catholic Dioceses of Albany�

Due to growing concerns and medical advice related to the rapid spread of COVID�19 in social se!ngs, Bishop Edward B. 

Scharfenberger has announced that�all regularly scheduled public Masses in the Roman Catholic Diocese of Albany � 

except weddings and funerals � will be canceled un�l further no�ce. Churches will, however, remain open for private 

prayer, pending further regula�ons.�

In addi�on, all Confirma�ons have been canceled un�l further no�ce and will be rescheduled. Funerals and weddings may 

be a'ended only by close family and in accordance with social distancing and capacity requirements. Further restric�ons 

may force a change in those guidelines as we go forward.�

“Although we know how difficult it is for Catholics to be without the Mass and without the Eucharist, we must do our part 

to help ‘fla'en the curve’ and stop the spread of COVID�19 in order to protect the most vulnerable among us,” Bishop 

Scharfenberger said when making the announcement. “I encourage the faithful to pray and fast as we con�nue our 

journey through this season of Lent. Try to include at least 15 minutes of daily inten�onal prayer, with family where 

possible and safe. Use the Bible, say the Rosary, watch Mass on TV, and please remember to pray for those who are 

suffering from the Coronavirus worldwide and for all those in the medical community who are on the front lines.”�

The Diocese of Albany is keeping Catholics apprised of changes, updates and resources on its dedicated web 

page:�rcda.org/coronavirus.�In addi�on, a Faith at Home page includes links to livestreamed Mass, daily Scripture 

readings, saints of the day, and sugges�ons for crea�ng a sacred space at home:�rcda.org/coronavirus/resources.�

Some thoughts to ponder…�

�

An ar�cle by be priest of the Diocese of Arlington, VA was sent to me which caused me to reflect on our present Eucharis�c 

situa�on.� He opened his ar�cle with:�

�

The priest came in. . .and took out the altar stone and put it in his bag; then he burned the wads of wool with the holy oil 

on them and threw the ash outside; he emp�ed the holy water stoup and blew out the lamp in the sanctuary and le# the 

tabernacle open and empty, as though from now on it was always to be Good Friday.��

�

This scene from Evelyn Waugh’s novel Brideshead Revisited, describes the priest coming to close the Marchmain family’s 

chapel. �The last line is telling: as though from now on it was always to be Good Friday.� Our situa�on is not exactly like 

Good Friday and I ques�on if that is the best analogy.�

�

The necessary suspension of the Eucharist at this �me, as on Good Friday, does cause sorrow for many of us.� But Good 

Friday is not the only day the Eucharist is not celebrated.� The Eucharist is also not celebrated on Holy Saturday and what a 

difference between those two liturgical days.� One is a day of great sorrow and the other a day of deep wai�ng and 

hope.� Sounds a lot like Advent, doesn’t it?�� The two days are linked.� And how o@en in our lives do situa�ons raise in us 

both sorrow and hope mingling within us and they cannot be separated.� But can we not draw a'en�on to one emo�on 

over the other?� �

�

Holy Saturday is the day within the Sacred Triduum that is probably the most misunderstood and overlooked by 

Chris�ans.� But do we do so while missing out on an important part of the spiritual life.� The same might be said of 

Advent.� Holy Saturday commemorates the descent of Jesus into the realm of the death to bring forth from death all the 

just and righteous from Adam and Eve.� Eucharist is not celebrated on that day as we wait while Jesus destroys death by 

death itself and offers us eternal life!� A culture marked by an addic�on(?) to immediacy, to the instant gra�fica�on of our 

desires, needs the Spirit’s gi@ of pa�ence and wai�ng in hope.� Hope is like the fermen�ng of good choice wine, the aging 

of fine cheese, or the maturing of a friendship.� It just cannot be rushed.� We will again gather for Eucharist.� We just don’t 

know when.� Let us therefore wait in hope.� It is an extended Holy Saturday!�

�

Holy Mary, who kept faith on Holy Saturday, pray for us.�
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Our Name Says It All
1000 Main St., Oneonta, NY 13820
(Price Chopper Plaza)

607-432-4144
www.bestwinesandspirits.com

Aileen Farago, Enrolled Agent
Christopher Tarbell, Enrolled Agent

PH: 607-267-4542  / Fax: 607-267-4583
AILEEN@ALLSTARBTS.COM

www.allstarbts.com
Clinton Plaza Drive Suite 8A, Oneonta NY 13820

Handcrafted Memories in Stone
11 Genesee St. • Cherry Valley, NY

(607) 264-8201

 EDWARD
 SICKLER
 MEMORIALS

Only at North Franklin, NY

607-829-2687
1-800-831-7779

Over 85 Years of Continuous Service to St. Mary’s

14 Grand St.,  Oneonta, N.Y. (607) 432-6821
www.grummonsfuneralhome.com

Les Grummons, Funeral Director and Parishioner

Lester r. Grummons FuneraL Home

Bella Michael’s 
Restaurant
57 River St., Oneonta, NY 13820
607-431-9166
Open Mon. - Fri.
11am - 10pm
Sat - 4pm - 10pm
CLOSED SUNDAYS
Alex and Diana Gracias

Mon-Fri 9-5 • Sat 9-12

ONEONTA
OPTICAL

209 Main Street
Oneonta, NY  13820

433-2360
AUTO BODY REPAIR & PAINTING
155 River Street | Oneonta, NY 13820
607-432-4982 | Established in 1943

STRINGER’S 
BODY SHOP

ServiceMaster by Burch
Fire, Water, Mold and Smoke Damage
P.O. Box 245, Otego, NY 13825

607-988-2516
servicemasterbyburch.com

Proudly serving the 
community since 1919

BOOKHOUT 
Funeral Home

Danielle M. Odell, Manager
Michael P. Congdon, Funeral Director

357 Main St, Oneonta
(607) 432-8600 

www.bookhoutfuneralhome.com

Providing quality service & comfortable
amenities in a “Home-Like” environment.

A dedicated team of  skilled and experienced
professionals provide the highest level

of  short & long term care.
Call for employment opportunities.
330 Chestnut Street, Oneonta, NY

607-432-8500
www.chestnutparkrehab.com

536-538 Main St. • Oneonta, NY

ALL GLASS NEEDS
51 Main St., Oneonta

607-432-1193

Steven Schmidt ACE GLASS CO.
Complete Inventory of Windshields

Auto Glass • Plate Glass

Free Estimates            432-3588
124 Oneida St., Oneonta

1165 Front St. • Binghamton

772-8362
Area’s Only Linc Service Contractor

For All Of Your Heating & Cooling Needs

Wheelchairs - Canes - Walkers & More!
 Quality • Comfort • Dignity

 643-0257
 Price Chopper Plaza
 Oneonta, NY

We’ve
Moved
Again!

Lewis, Hurley & Pietrobono 
Funeral Home

51 Dietz St., Oneonta ~ 607-432-1511
www.lhpfuneralhome.com

Family Owned • John & Kathleen Pietrobono

ALL ASPECTS OF
PLUMBING & HEATING

LICENSED & INSURED
2478 CHARLOTTE CREEK RD., ONEONTA, NY

(607) 433-5214

ABC
PLUMBING

Contact Clare Colamaria to place an ad today! 
ccolamaria@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6444

PRECISION COLLISION, INC.

For All Your Auto Body Repair Needs

(607) 278-6115
Lydia & Fran Camarata
www.pconeonta.com

9997 St. Hwy. 23, Oneonta, NY 13820

NOW OPEN!
Call to make an appointment

NEW LOCATION
ACCEPTING NEW

PATIENTS
Schedule Your
Annual Skin
Check Today!

We accept most 
insurances

392 Chestnut St.
Oneonta, NY

607-441-3095

Saint Mary’s Catholic Church
stmarysoneonta.weshareonline.org

TELEPHONE 432-4621

Bruce M. Aaronson, D.D.S.

Amy J. Thompson, D.M.D.

Scott Heiland, D.D.S. 

53 Chestnut Street | Oneonta, NY 13820


