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SAINT MARY’S CATHOLIC CHURCH 

IN THE “CITY OF THE HILLS” 

CORNER OF WALNUT AND ELM STREETS, ONEONTA, NEW YORK 

WWW.STMARYSONEONTA.ORG—607.432.3920 

FACEBOOK.COM/STMARYSONEONTA 
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Welcome... 

From wherever you have traveled or have been 

led on your spiritual journey, we, the Catholic 

community of Oneonta, are glad that you are 

among us. We invite you make yourself at home 

and consider joining in our Christian way of 

life, worship and service. 

 

Students of Hartwick and SUNY Oneonta, 

welcome! We encourage you to participate and 

volunteer in all liturgical and service  

ministries while you are among us�

We are home to... 

�� Saint Mary’s Newman Catholic Community 

�� Boy Scouts of America—Troup 23 

�� Knights of Columbus—Council 4989 

Eucharistic Liturgy... 

Sunday—The Lord’s Day: 10:30am 

Saturday—Vigil: 5:00pm 

Weekdays: Mon, Tues & Fri: 9:00am 

Holy Days: 12:10pm & 7:00pm 

Headlines… 

�

Please visit our Facebook page�

 or our website at 

www.stmarysoneonta.org �

for weekly Gospel reading and 

Homily with Fr. David.�
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�

Lockdown�

by�

Father Richard Hendrick�

�

Yes, there is fear.  Yes, there is isolation.  Yes, there is panic 

buying.  Yes, there is sickness.  Yes, there is even death.    �

�

But,���they say that in Wuhan after so many years of noise�

you can hear the birds again.  They say that after just a few 

weeks of quiet the sky is no longer thick with fumes but blue 

and grey and clear.  They say that in the streets of Assisi�

people are singing to each other across the empty squares,�

keeping their windows open so that those who are alone�

may hear the sounds of family around them.�

�

They say that a hotel in the West of Ireland�

is offering free meals and delivery to the housebound.�

�

Today a young woman I know is busy spreading fliers with 

her number through the neighborhood so that the elders may 

have someone to call on.�

�

Today churches, synagogues, mosques and temples are     

preparing to welcome and shelter the homeless, the sick, the 

weary. �

�

All over the world, people are slowing down and reflecting.�

All over the world, people are looking at their neighbors in a 

new way.  All over the world, people are waking up to a new 

reality, to how big we really are, to how little control we    

really have, to what really matters, to Love. �

�

So we pray and we remember that Yes, there is fear but there 

does not have to be hate.  Yes, there is isolation but there 

does not have to be loneliness.  Yes, there is panic buying but 

there does not have to be meanness.  Yes, there is sickness 

but there does not have to be disease of the soul.  Yes, there is 

even death but there can always be a rebirth of love.  �

�

Wake to the choices you make as to how to live now.�

�

Today, breathe.�

�

Listen, behind the factory noises of your panic.  The birds are 

singing again, the sky is clearing, spring is coming, and we 

are always encompassed by Love.�

�

Open the windows of your soul and though you may not be 

able to touch across the empty square, Sing.�

�

© by Richard Hendrick.�

Used with the author’s permission�

��

��

��

We are using the parish Website and Facebook �

as the primary way to communicate with parishioners.�

�

Not computer savvy?  �

It’s easy.  Let us help you.�

�

1.� Turn your computer ON.�

�

2.� Open up either Internet Explorer OR Google 

Chrome OR FireFox.�

3.� In your Search Bar type: Saint Mary’s Oneonta and 

CLICK Enter.�

4.� Saint Mary’s Church should appear in a box on the 

RIGHT side; CLICK on Website.�

5.� You’ve arrived!!!�

6.� You will find prayers, homilies, notices etc...�

Holy Week Notices...�

�

This Sunday is Palm Sunday in the Lord’s Passion.  

Since the full Liturgy of the day is not being celebrat-

ed, palms will not be blessed or distributed by direc-

tion of the Bishop.�

�

At the main and transept entrances of the church, you 

will be able to obtain the Little White Books of daily 

Easter meditations for the season.  Please take multiple 

copies for parishioners who are sick, homebound or 

been away from the church.�

�

There will be on the website home services of prayer 

for Holy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter Vigil or 

Sunday.�

�

The Church is OPEN for private prayer each day from 

8am thru 4pm.�

�

In regard to Confession, please go to the website and 

see the article Confession in a Time of Quarantine.�

Thank	You…�

� ...for	 your	 continuing	 �inancial	 support	 of	 our						

parish.			During	this	dif�icult	time	when	some	parishioners	

are	being	laid	off	or	experiencing	pay	cuts,	it	is	important	

to	 realize	 that	 as	 a	 parish	 our	 �inancial	 responsibilities		

continue.		Through	your	generosity	we	have	received	over	

$4,000.00	over	the	last	2	weeks	.�
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Some thoughts to ponder…�

�

An ar�cle by be priest of the Diocese of Arlington, VA was sent to me which caused me to reflect on our present Eucharis�c 

situa�on.� He opened his ar�cle with:�

�

The priest came in. . .and took out the altar stone and put it in his bag; then he burned the wads of wool with the holy oil 

on them and threw the ash outside; he emp�ed the holy water stoup and blew out the lamp in the sanctuary and le# the 

tabernacle open and empty, as though from now on it was always to be Good Friday.��

�

This scene from Evelyn Waugh’s novel Brideshead Revisited, describes the priest coming to close the Marchmain family’s 

chapel. �The last line is telling: as though from now on it was always to be Good Friday.� Our situa�on is not exactly like 

Good Friday and I ques�on if that is the best analogy.�

�

The necessary suspension of the Eucharist at this �me, as on Good Friday, does cause sorrow for many of us.� But Good 

Friday is not the only day the Eucharist is not celebrated.� The Eucharist is also not celebrated on Holy Saturday and what a 

difference between those two liturgical days.� One is a day of great sorrow and the other a day of deep wai�ng and 

hope.� Sounds a lot like Advent, doesn’t it?�� The two days are linked.� And how o-en in our lives do situa�ons raise in us 

both sorrow and hope mingling within us and they cannot be separated.� But can we not draw a.en�on to one emo�on 

over the other?� �

�

Holy Saturday is the day within the Sacred Triduum that is probably the most misunderstood and overlooked by 

Chris�ans.� But do we do so while missing out on an important part of the spiritual life.� The same might be said of 

Advent.� Holy Saturday commemorates the descent of Jesus into the realm of the death to bring forth from death all the 

just and righteous from Adam and Eve.� Eucharist is not celebrated on that day as we wait while Jesus destroys death by 

death itself and offers us eternal life!� A culture marked by an addic�on(?) to immediacy, to the instant gra�fica�on of our 

desires, needs the Spirit’s gi- of pa�ence and wai�ng in hope.� Hope is like the fermen�ng of good choice wine, the aging 

of fine cheese, or the maturing of a friendship.� It just cannot be rushed.� We will again gather for Eucharist.� We just don’t 

know when.� Let us therefore wait in hope.� It is an extended Holy Saturday!�

�

Holy Mary, who kept faith on Holy Saturday, pray for us.�

What is St. Mary’s Staff doing?�

We’re still here for you!!�

�

�� Kathy is still busy managing our finances, paying bills, and making sure we still 

have a church to come back to.�

�

�� Bob and Troy are here, keeping the church and pantry clean  and sanitized… 

� that’s a lot of pews to wipe down!�

�

�� Steve, Linda and Bob continue to feed the hungry with their faithful volunteers. 

� (our pantry is offering drive up service by appointment)�

�

�� Mel is keeping tabs on our elderly and sick via telephone and email. �

�

�� Diane is getting this bulletin out to parishioners and also helping Fr. David put 

� together his weekly gospel and Homily videos.  �

�

�� Kate and Bridgette have been keeping tabs on our faith formation families and 

providing them �with interesting ideas to keep kids busy at home.�

�

�� And Fr. David has learned to answer the phones, empty the garbage and assist 

� with the food pantry deliveries.�

Please continue to support 

our local small business 

owners and keep them in 

prayer over the 

coming weeks. �
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Our Name Says It All
1000 Main St., Oneonta, NY 13820
(Price Chopper Plaza)

607-432-4144
www.bestwinesandspirits.com

Aileen Farago, Enrolled Agent
Christopher Tarbell, Enrolled Agent

PH: 607-267-4542  / Fax: 607-267-4583
AILEEN@ALLSTARBTS.COM

www.allstarbts.com
Clinton Plaza Drive Suite 8A, Oneonta NY 13820

Handcrafted Memories in Stone
11 Genesee St. • Cherry Valley, NY

(607) 264-8201

 EDWARD
 SICKLER
 MEMORIALS

Only at North Franklin, NY

607-829-2687
1-800-831-7779

Over 85 Years of Continuous Service to St. Mary’s

14 Grand St.,  Oneonta, N.Y. (607) 432-6821
www.grummonsfuneralhome.com

Les Grummons, Funeral Director and Parishioner

Lester r. Grummons FuneraL Home

Bella Michael’s 
Restaurant
57 River St., Oneonta, NY 13820
607-431-9166
Open Mon. - Fri.
11am - 10pm
Sat - 4pm - 10pm
CLOSED SUNDAYS
Alex and Diana Gracias

Mon-Fri 9-5 • Sat 9-12

ONEONTA
OPTICAL

209 Main Street
Oneonta, NY  13820

433-2360
AUTO BODY REPAIR & PAINTING
155 River Street | Oneonta, NY 13820
607-432-4982 | Established in 1943

STRINGER’S 
BODY SHOP

ServiceMaster by Burch
Fire, Water, Mold and Smoke Damage
P.O. Box 245, Otego, NY 13825

607-988-2516
servicemasterbyburch.com

Proudly serving the 
community since 1919

BOOKHOUT 
Funeral Home

Danielle M. Odell, Manager
Michael P. Congdon, Funeral Director

357 Main St, Oneonta
(607) 432-8600 

www.bookhoutfuneralhome.com

Providing quality service & comfortable
amenities in a “Home-Like” environment.

A dedicated team of  skilled and experienced
professionals provide the highest level

of  short & long term care.
Call for employment opportunities.
330 Chestnut Street, Oneonta, NY

607-432-8500
www.chestnutparkrehab.com

536-538 Main St. • Oneonta, NY

ALL GLASS NEEDS
51 Main St., Oneonta

607-432-1193

Steven Schmidt ACE GLASS CO.
Complete Inventory of Windshields

Auto Glass • Plate Glass

Free Estimates            432-3588
124 Oneida St., Oneonta

1165 Front St. • Binghamton

772-8362
Area’s Only Linc Service Contractor

For All Of Your Heating & Cooling Needs

Wheelchairs - Canes - Walkers & More!
 Quality • Comfort • Dignity

 643-0257
 Price Chopper Plaza
 Oneonta, NY

We’ve
Moved
Again!

Lewis, Hurley & Pietrobono 
Funeral Home

51 Dietz St., Oneonta ~ 607-432-1511
www.lhpfuneralhome.com

Family Owned • John & Kathleen Pietrobono

ALL ASPECTS OF
PLUMBING & HEATING

LICENSED & INSURED
2478 CHARLOTTE CREEK RD., ONEONTA, NY

(607) 433-5214

ABC
PLUMBING

Contact Clare Colamaria to place an ad today! 
ccolamaria@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6444

PRECISION COLLISION, INC.

For All Your Auto Body Repair Needs

(607) 278-6115
Lydia & Fran Camarata
www.pconeonta.com

9997 St. Hwy. 23, Oneonta, NY 13820

NOW OPEN!
Call to make an appointment

NEW LOCATION
ACCEPTING NEW

PATIENTS
Schedule Your
Annual Skin
Check Today!

We accept most 
insurances

392 Chestnut St.
Oneonta, NY

607-441-3095

Saint Mary’s Catholic Church
stmarysoneonta.weshareonline.org

TELEPHONE 432-4621

Bruce M. Aaronson, D.D.S.

Amy J. Thompson, D.M.D.

Scott Heiland, D.D.S. 

53 Chestnut Street | Oneonta, NY 13820


