CORNER OF WALNUT AND ELM STREETS, ONEONTA, NEW YORK
WWW.SMCCONEONTA.ORG—607.432.3920
FACEBOOK.COM/STMARYSONEONTA

Welcome...

From wherever you have traveled or have been
led on your spiritual journey, we, the Catholic
community of Oneonta, are glad that you are
among us. We invite you make yourself at home
and consider joining in our Christian way of
life, worship and service.

The Mission Statement of Saint Mary’s Parish

“To feed, care & connect”

SAINT MARY’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
IN THE “CITY OF THE HILLS”

Students of Hartwick and SUNY Oneonta,
welcome! We encourage you to participate and
volunteer in all liturgical and service
ministries while you are among us

We are home to...

i Saint Mary’s Newman Catholic Community
i Knights of Columbus—Council 4989
i Boy Scouts of America—Troop 23

S. M’ C


Faith Formation at 
St. Mary’s Parish...

is a lifelong process with an
emphasis on the Christian
lifestyle supported by
knowledge of the Catholic
Christian tradition and
simple daily prayer grounded
in the Sunday Eucharist. 

This is supported through monthly mailings and
weekly emails, as well as occasional gatherings for
prayer, reflection, information, and fellowship. 

 , O


DIOCESAN MARRIAGE JUBILEE:
The 49th Annual Diocesan Marriage Jubilee Celebration
will be held Saturday, October 30th, 2021 at 2:00 PM at
The Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception in Albany.
Couples celebrating their 25th, 40th, 50th or other
special wedding anniversaries are invited to attend this
celebration. Bishop Edward B. Scharfenberger will
celebrate the Mass at 2:00 PM and greet couples and
their guests at a reception in the gathering area at the
Cathedral immediately following Mass. 
Please register through your parish office or by email to
Marriage.Jubilee@rcda.org.


For more information check the website 

https://www.stmarysoneonta.org/bitesizecatholicliving
Or contact Kate Johnston (browerkg@yahoo.com) or 
Amy Cerosaletti (amy@smcconeonta.org) 

To register for this year 
https://www.jotform.com/form/212518013422038
________________________________

Peace and Jusce Winter Clothing Collecon

Recognizing the needs of many families in our area to
prepare for the cold weather, we have placed a collecon
container at the back of the church beginning October 16th
and will connue unl November 14th to collect clothing
for the Family Services on Chestnut St. They need clothing
for ALL ages including socks, boots, scarves, gloves, coats,
vests, turtle necks, heavy sweaters, snow suits, and
blankets. Place items in container in back of church or in
bags beside the container, do not include summer
clothing. Thank you! 

Check out our parish website for informative
articles on the faith, contemporary questions,
and prayer. www.SMCCOneonta.org

Note: The Parish offices and
food pantry will be closed on
Monday, October 11th for
Columbus Day.

St. Mary's Food pantry needs canned foods
Tuna, chicken, chili, ravioli,
beef stew, corn, carrots, applesauce, canned fruit, chicken noodle soup, crackers.
(Nothing in glass jars).
Please leave food donaons
in the collecon box in the
gathering area of the
church. Thank you.
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BSA TROOP 23 NEWS


Dear Parishioners:

Troop 23 has continued to be active during COVID. We currently have 28 scouts and continue to add
to our Troop and Scouting with boys whose first experience with Scouting is our Troop. Any boy/teen
age 11+ are welcome to come and see what we do and what Scouting is about.

In 2020, we had 1 scout obtain Eagle rank by Bradley Morell whose Eagle Scout project was for
the City of Oneonta Police Department’s firing range improvement by clearing the area of brush and
debris, adding a covered pavilion, adding new picnic tables and restoring existing ones that could be saved, preparing and
painting a container that the Police delivered to the site that greatly improved their storagespace.

In 2021, we have 3 Eagle Scout projects thus far, with 2 Scouts obtaining Eagle Rank  one is a Parishioner, Stephen Baker
and the other is Nathan Tessitore. Another Scout, Dylan Sorensen is working on submission of his final paperwork for
approval.

Stephen Baker’s project was to build 2 wooden ramps over 2 water affected areas as part of his mountain biking and trail
running system located behind OHS. Next, Dylan Sorensen’s project is to build a handicapped accessible ramp, clear brush,
and beautify the area for O.W.L Oneonta World of Learning’s building in the Town of Oneonta’s Fortin Park. The third
project by Nathan Tessitore was to replace existing sidewalk, remove unused building attachments, replace existing flag
pole, grade the land area, build a safety wall with shrubbery, new line of electricity, new flagpole and fire hydrant decoration
at the West Oneonta Fire Department. Stephen and Nathan became Eagle Scouts effective September 24th.

This summer we attended summer camp at Camp Curtis Reed in Chestertown, NY on Lake Brant as our Council’s local Camp
Henderson was closed for the 2nd year. We attended our Leatherstocking Council’s Fall Camporee at Camp Kingsley in
Taberg, NY. Our Troop will be assisting our Council’s Webelos Weekend October 1517 to help learn scout skills in a fun
way. We also had some of our Scouts complete their Order of the Arrow (Scout’s Honor Society) induction weekend at
Camp Henderson Oct 13. We will be holding our first Court of Honor to recognize Troop 23 rank and merit badge
achievements October 27th.

If our Troop can be of assistance to a task you may have or think we can do to help you, please contact me. Thank you,
David Flynn 6074378424 dflynn8@stny.rr.com

GOSPEL MEDITATION  ENCOURAGE DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE
28th Sunday in Ordinary Time
If we are truly in love with God, then the basics are not going to be enough. That love is going to want to be expressed in
going above and beyond, in leaving the comfortable and familiar, in stretching and growing, and in following a voice other
than our own. St. Teresa of Calcu/a rightly instructs us that for “love to be real, it must cost, it must hurt, it must empty us
of self.” Being in love with God requires more than just checking the boxes of the commandments. It requires a sincere and
uncondional selfͲinvestment. Desiring God with our whole heart, mind, and soul means that I must also desire a relaonship with my neighbor with that same degree of fervor.
Biases and prejudices usually occur when people are kept at a distance and treated as objects. We cannot truly know our
neighbors, especially if they are diﬀerent than us, if we keep them in boxes and do not listen to their stories. When we
open ourselves to listen to another person’s story, we begin to realize more how similar we are than dissimilar. Being overly a/ached to our possessions, ideologies, agendas, lifestyles, and personal needs are absolute barriers to achieving the
type of personal investment love demands. This is why following Christ can be diﬃcult. It is less a ma/er of intellect and
more a ma/er of heart and soul. It requires that we transfer our treasure from an investment in tangible secular things and
move it into the Kingdom of God. It is only the gi: of wisdom and discernment that can help us decide what to do and how
to do it.
Contemporaries of Jesus would know that a camel could not enter through the portal of a city weighed down with the baggage it was carrying. In order to enter, the baggage must be removed so that the animal could ﬁt through the entry way.
The same is true for us. We carry a lot of excessive baggage around with us that keeps us tethered to our past histories,
wounds, myopic world views, prejudices, fears, and suspicions. To invest ourselves in the Kingdom of God, do God’s work
and live out our love relaonship with God, we need to shed the extra weight. While it may seem that a lot of that stuﬀ is
necessary, it really is not. We are much more than the things that we think deﬁne us and more secure than we think. The
more there is to hold on to and the more that we carry with us, the harder it will be to leave it all behind. Many choose not
to and walk away sad because they are not ready to trust.
©LPi
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Prayer corner…..
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9 October 2021 
Anthony Colone 

By Gina Colone & children
10 October 2021
Ron Brzenk by Dennis Enright

4th Anniversary
Anthony Chicorelli by Lucrezia Lettis

31st Anniversary
Pietro Fileccia

By Joe & Josephine Grigoli



16 October 2021 
Anthony & Kathleen Bratsak
Ann & Thomas Donohue
Thomas B. Donohue
17 October 2021
Francesco & Maria Basile

By Joe & Josephine Grigoli
Anthony Colone

By Ed & Lori ColoneDower 


& children
Jim Carter by Verna Carter

Are You Grieving?

We ask that you remember in your prayers, the
following persons who are ill: Michelle Lee, Kathleen
Genzardi, Anna Spencer, Marlies Kneis, Norrie Beken,
Sharon Wilsey O’Donnell, Ana Vendemmia, Linda
Burch and Alberto Marcos
We pray for the men and women of our parish and
community who are serving in the military.
We remember in prayer all priests of the Albany
Diocese.
Let us remember those who have died, especially the
members of our families and parish community.
(Names will remain on the prayer list for four weeks, and
then removed unless notified by family-thank you)

Pastoral Staﬀ
Rev. David Wm. Mickiewicz, Pastor
Paul Cerosale@, Deacon
Kathleen Neuer, Administraon
Diane DeDominicis & Sandi Milavec 
Administrave Assistants
Trish Dukes, Financial Assistant
Carmel Ann Sper, Pastoral Care
Linda Burns, Food Ministry Coordinator
Kate Johnston, 
Faith Formaon Coordinator
Amy Cerosale, Faith Formaon Assistant
Ma/hew Houle, Campus Ministry
Bob Goss, Buildings and Grounds

"I sat with my anger long enough...until she told me her
real name was Grief".

Saint Mary's Consolaon Groupmeets on the THIRD
THURSDAY of each month at 10:00 am, outdoors on the
rectory lawn, if weather permits, otherwise on the church
sanctuary. Bring your own lawn chair! If you are grieving the
loss of a loved one, job, life situaon, pet, the freedom to
travel or anything else important in your life, please join us.
All are welcome. Bring a friend!

Stewardship Report

Our total Parish Budget for the year……….…....$605,673.00
Less projected Other Income……………...……..…$253,673.00
(this includes investment income, grants, other donaons)
Amount needed from collecons (annually)….$352,000.00
Needed from the collecon weekly…………………..$6,769.23

Collecon for October 2Ͳ3, 2021………………..…...$4,184.00
Christ at Your Table for October 2Ͳ3, 2021……...$1,076.00
Electronic giving for Sept. 27Ͳ Oct.3, 2021……..…..$495.00
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St. Mary’s Parish has, for many years,
participated in Saturday’s Bread, a food
ministry of the First United Methodist
Church on Chestnut St., by providing a
team of volunteers once every couple of
months to assist. This requires
coordinators to ensure that we have an
appropriate amount of volunteers each
time it is our turn to serve. 

We are very grateful to Irene and Linda
who have been serving in this role for the
past few years.

We are currently seeking a new coordinator
for our teams. Are you an organized person
with a willingness to serve our community
through this ministry? 
To learn more, Please call Sarah Patterson
at 6074326284.


Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat


“Healing the pain of abortion, 
one weekend at a time.”


 Rachel’s Vineyard is a r etr eat of healing and
reconciliation for women and men whose lives have been
touched by abortion. The retreat will be held …
October 2224, 2021 at the 
Dominican Retreat & Conference Center in 
Niskayuna. 
The weekend will combine discussions, spiritual exercises,
the Sacrament of Reconciliation, a Memorial Service and a
Mass of Entrustment. Participation is strictly confidential
and offers a beautiful opportunity to experience God’s love,
forgiveness, and compassion. The cost is $195, which
includes a private room, meals and retreat materials.
Financial assistance will be available for those unable to
pay the entire cost. For more information or to register
contact: Pat Mousaw, 5182221160, Katie Bolibaugh, 518
4953574 or Kathy Kelly, 8022822028 or email:
rachelsvineyardalbany@yahoo.com.
 For a complete listing of retreat dates and locations
contact: 1877HOPE4 ME or visit the Rachel’s Vineyard
website: www.rachelsvineyard.org.

“An old Irish proverb says, ‘It is in the shelter of each other
that the people live.’ Indeed, we are created to depend up‐
on one another and walk together in suﬀering. But when
family members or friends approach life's end, we may not
know how best to ‘shelter’ them. Here are some concrete
ways we can compassionately care for them: 
usccb.org/endǦofǦlifeǦcare.” 
USCCB Secretariat of ProǦLife Activities
Caring for Loved Ones at Life’s End

ST. MARY’S HOLY SEWS ʹ Hush! Listen! Hear that sound?
It is the sound of sewing machines zipping along as
theytransform pieces of fabricinto components that
make up infantburial gownsmade by the skilled hands of
our Holy Sew volunteers. Once caps/bonnets, teddy bears
and memorial cards are added, the completed laye/es
areindividually packaged and sealed to await sending to a
NYS or MA birthing hospital. Our mission has connued
despite the Covid outbreak. Thanks to your contribuons,
2,195 laye/es have le: St. Mary’s to bring consolaon to
parents facing the death of their infants.If you wish to
helpus fulﬁll our mission of MENDING HEARTS ONE
STITCH AT A TIME,
please make checks
payable to HOLY SEWS,
INC. and mail or deliver
to St. Mary’s Rectory, 39
Walnut Street, Oneonta,
NY 13820. Inquiries may
be directed to Mary at
(607) 433Ͳ2067. 

Over 85 Years of Continuous Service to St. Mary’s

EDWARD
SICKLER
Lester R. Grummons Funeral Home MEMORIALS
14 Grand St., Oneonta, N.Y. (607) 432-6821

www.grummonsfuneralhome.com

Les Grummons, Funeral Director and Parishioner

Only at North Franklin, NY

607-829-2687
1-800-831-7779

Bella Michael’s
Restaurant

57 River St., Oneonta, NY 13820
607-431-9166
Open Mon. - Fri.
11am - 10pm
Sat - 4pm - 10pm
CLOSED SUNDAYS
Alex and Diana Gracias

Handcrafted Memories in Stone
11 Genesee St. • Cherry Valley, NY

(607) 264-8201

THIS SPACE IS

Our Name Says It All
1000 Main St., Oneonta, NY 13820
(Price Chopper Plaza)

607-432-4144

ServiceMaster by Burch
Fire, Water, Mold and Smoke Damage
P.O. Box 245, Otego, NY 13825

Technology That Works!

servicemasterbyburch.com

ISDTECH.NET

607-988-2516

Sharon Wilsey O’Donnell

98 CHESTNUT ST,
ONEONTA, NY 13820

607-432-7090

ACE GLASS CO.

Complete Inventory of Windshields
Auto Glass • Plate Glass

Free Estimates
432-3588
124 Oneida St., Oneonta

HOURS: Mon - Fri: 9am - 5pm • Sat: 9am - 3pm • Sun: Closed
61 South Main Street, Oneonta
607-353-7433 • carpetsplusoneonta.com

1165 Front St. • Binghamton

Contact Tom Blanco to place an ad today!
tblanco@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6285

536-538 Main St. • Oneonta, NY

Lewis, Hurley & Pietrobono
Funeral Home

772-8362

51 Dietz St., Oneonta ~ 607-432-1511
www.lhpfuneralhome.com
Family Owned • John & Kathleen Pietrobono

Area’s Only Linc Service Contractor
For All Of Your Heating & Cooling Needs

PRECISION COLLISION, INC.
Saint Mary’s Catholic Church
stmarysoneonta.weshareonline.org

For All Your Auto Body Repair Needs
Alexander J. Knox DDS
Kathy T. Knox DDS
(607) 433-2037
429 Main Street

Wheelchairs - Canes - Walkers & More!

Quality • Comfort • Dignity

We’ve
Moved
Again!

643-0257
Price Chopper Plaza
Oneonta, NY

(607) 278-6115

Lydia & Fran Camarata
www.pconeonta.com
9997 St. Hwy. 23, Oneonta, NY 13820

Providing quality service & comfortable
amenities in a “Home-Like” environment.
A dedicated team of skilled and experienced
professionals provide the highest level
of short & long term care.
Call for employment opportunities.
330 Chestnut Street, Oneonta, NY

607-432-8500
www.chestnutparkrehab.com

Proudly serving the
community since 1919

BOOKHOUT
Funeral Home

TELEPHONE 432-4621
Bruce M. Aaronson, D.D.S.
Amy J. Thompson, D.M.D.
Scott Heiland, D.D.S.
53 Chestnut Street | Oneonta, NY 13820

Danielle M. Odell, Manager
Timothy E. Murray, Funeral Director
Ryan T. Walsh, Funeral Director

357 Main St, Oneonta

(607) 432-8600

www.bookhoutfuneralhome.com

Now Accepting New Patients
ALL PATIENTS ONE PURPOSE

Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com
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