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28th SUNDAY
IN ORDINARY TIME

”For human beings it is impossible, but not for God.
All things are possible for God.” -Mk 10:27
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“The Rosary is my favorite prayer.” —Pope Saint John Paul II

Dear parishioners,

I t is October, and, like the 
month of May, it is a month 

dedicated to the Blessed Virgin 
Mary. October is especially 
dedicated to the devotion of the Rosary.
    The Rosary was revealed in a private revelation to Saint 
Dominic, the founder of the Dominican Order, by Our Lady. 
So powerful was the effect of the Rosary that it was soon used 
throughout the Church.
    Another of the great saints of Marian devotion, Saint Louis de 
Montfort, promoted devotion to Our Lady through the Rosary. 
His motto is a prayer of entrustment to Our Lady—Totus tuus 
ego sum—“I am all yours.” Based on that, Pope Saint John Paul 
II took the phrase Totus tuus as his episcopal motto.
    I hope you don’t find that I talk about the Rosary too much. It 
is such a powerful, and yet simple and accessible devotion which 
brings so much blessing. It has withstood the test of time and 
rightly earned its place as the principle devotion of the Church, 
shared by all in the Church, laity, consecrated women and men, 
clergy—and even practiced by some outside the Church.

When St. Alphonsus of Liguori was already old, sick, and in a 
wheelchair, a lay brother used to wheel him around the cloister 
of his monastery in the evening so he could take some fresh air. 
Engaging the brother in conversation, St. Alphonsus asked him:

“Did you pray your rosary today?”
“I don’t remember,” the brother answered.
“Then, let us pray it now,” the Saint said.
“But you are already so tired. What difference does it make if we 
don’t pray the rosary for one day?” protested the brother.
St. Alphonsus answered: “If I did not pray my rosary for even one 
day, I would fear for my eternal salvation.”

    That a saint felt this way is compelling for me—especially such 
a holy and approachable saint as Saint Alphonsus Liguori. He 
suffered greatly from physical and mental ailments, yet he was 
always cheerful and helpful. I believe the Rosary had a lot to do 
with that. 
    When I am tense, agitated, and worried; when I am unable to 
deal with things and feeling at a loss; I find that if I turn to the 
Rosary, it only takes until about halfway through the first decade 
that I experience that peace which surpasses all understanding. I 
am not saying that I always see my way out of the difficulties in 
which I have found myself, but that experience of divine peace 
saves me from the negative effects which I feel myself being 
pulled toward.
    As Saint Louis de Montfort, Saint Alphonsus Liguori, Pope 
Saint John Paul II, and our Blessed Mother remind us, we should 
turn to the Rosary daily, and more often when needed. The daily 
Rosary is a guarantee of final perseverance and fidelity, and we 
need that in these times.

Love and peace,
Father Liam Quinlan

From our PASTOR

cover art: christ and the rich young ruler by heinrich hoffman (1824–1911)

On sacred MUSIC

Our first congregational hymn this week features a swapped 
tune—we will sing Jesus, the Very Thought of Thee to the 

tune of St. Agnes, instead of the less popular St. Bernard 
listed in our hymnal. I’m looking forward to our other hymns, 
too—Dear Lord and Father of Mankind (Repton) is one of 
our absolute favorites, and Now Thank We All Our God (Nun 
danket) feels just right for the fall season.

We chose Franz Schubert’s classic Ave Maria as the Marian piece 
for the weekend. You’ll hear it at communion.

The organ prelude is Graham Twist’s Prelude on Repton—a 
piece I received as a gift directly from the composer—so I always 
try to play it well, in gratitude! The postlude is Léon Boëllmann’s 
Menuet gothique, the second movement of his Suite gothique.

Neil Flores, Director of Sacred Music & Organist

Saint John PRESCHOOL
FALL FAMILY PHOTO FUNDRAISER

Don’t miss out on your opportunity to take 
part in the Saint John Preschool Fall Family 
Photo Fundraiser! Photos will be taken by 
Kathy Sweet of Sweet Shots Photography on 
Saturday, October 19th and Sunday, October 
27th at Tilley Pond Park in Darien.  Proceeds 
from this event will go toward the preschool’s 

enrichment activities. The sitting fee is $50 for a 15 minute time 
slot (scheduled between 9:00 AM–4:30 PM). The photographer 
generously donates this $50 fee directly back to the school’s 
Parents Association, as well as 10% of all package sales. If you 
are interested in booking a session or getting more information, 
please contact Jamie Dalton, who is helping chair this program—
email jamievictoriatomc@gmail.com or cell (860) 716-5467. 
Thank you in advance for your generous support!
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SCHEDULE

SUNDAY MASS
SAT:		  4:30 PM
SUN:		  8:00, 10:00, & 11:30 AM
		  5:00 PM

DAILY MASS
MON-FRI:	 8:00 AM
SAT:		  8:30 AM

COMMUNAL ROSARY
PRAYED AFTER THE FIRST MASS OF EACH DAY

ADORATION
FIRST FRIDAYS AFTER THE 8:00 AM MASS

MIRACULOUS MEDAL NOVENA
MONDAYS AFTER THE 8:00 AM MASS

RECONCILIATION
SAT:		  3:00 PM–4:00 PM
		  OR BY APPOINTMENT

PARISH OFFICE
MON-FRI:	 10:00 AM–2:00 PM

(203) 655-1145  ✠  STJOHNDARIEN.ORG

STJOHNCHURCHDARIEN

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
Want to become a Knight?

Being a Knight of Columbus is a great way for the 
Catholic gentlemen of our parish to get involved 
in the faith, fellowship, and good works of the Knights. Any 
questions can be directed to Mark Sticca at (860) 324-1150 or 
mpsticca70@aol.com.

BECOME CATHOLIC
Sessions on Wednesdays

RCIA is the process by which 
adults become fully Catholic 
through the sacraments of Baptism, Holy Eucharist, and 
Confirmation. For Catholics, RCIA can expand and deepen 
your knowledge of our faith while growing closer to Jesus. If you 
or someone you know is interested in learning more about the 
Catholic faith, we invite you to come to our weekly sessions! 
For more info, please contact Brad Bushell at (917) 837-6257 or 
BBushell@aol.com.

PRAYER SESSIONS VIA PHONE
Next session Tuesday, October 15, 7:00 PM

Our bi-weekly, half hour prayer sessions include praying for each 
of our special intentions, examining the life of a saint, reading 
a psalm, and discussing a selected passage from the Gospels. To 
join us, simply dial +1 (605) 313-4441 and enter code 885793# 
when prompted. For more information, please contact Brad 
Bushell at (917) 837-6257 or BBushell@aol.com.

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
Next session Monday, October 21, 7:00 PM

Please join us if you are interested in learning to knit or crochet! 
We donate to Malta House, Pacific House, and Inspirica. If you 
prefer to knit from home, yarn can be supplied. For more info, 
call Anna at (203) 858-9593.

CHARISMATIC PRAYER GROUP
Tuesday evenings in church, 7:30–8:30 PM
Contact Marilyn Dolcetti at (203) 655-9481.

PARISH Activities
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This week’s MASS INTENTIONS
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 12
4:30 PM		 ✠ Tony Kwedar
		  by Geri Krawiec
		
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 13
8:00 AM		 ✠ George Calvosa
		  by his family
10:00 AM	 People of Saint John Parish

11:30 AM		 ✠ Mary Conway
		  by Anita Conway
5:00 PM		 ✠ Antonietta Sgritta
		  by the Sgritta family

MONDAY, OCTOBER 14
8:00 AM		 ✠ Roy Riggio
		  by Barbara Riggio
		
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 15
8:00 AM		 ✠ Nora, Patrick, Robert, & Barbara Tracey
		  and ✠ Patsy & Bill Boullé

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 16
8:00 AM		 ✠ Herb Meyer
		  by Marilyn & Daniel Dolcetti

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 17
8:00 AM		 ✠ Darren Reidy
		  by Pat Broderick

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 18
8:00 AM		 ✠ Charlotte Wang
		  by Carol Burt

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 19
8:30 AM		 ✠ Peter Striano
		  by Mary & Pat Donaghy
4:30 PM		 John Day
		  on his birthday, by the Day family
		
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 20
8:00 AM		 ✠ Anthony Guarino
		  by his wife, Etta
10:00 AM	 ✠ Glen Kelly & Gale Kelly Learning
		  by Mary Kelly Brown
11:30 AM		 ✠ Deceased members of the Albrizio family
		  by Frank & Nancy Albrizio
5:00 PM		 People of Saint John Parish

CANDLE Dedications

The SAINT JOSEPH CANDLE burns in memory of
Roy Riggio

by his wife, Barbara

This week’s READINGS
SUNDAY 	 Gn 2:18-24/Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5, 6 (see 5)/Heb 2:9- 
		  11/Mk 10:2-16 or 10:2-12 
MONDAY 	 Gal 1:6-12/Ps 111:1b-2, 7-8, 9 and 10c/Lk 10:25-37 

TUESDAY 	 Gal 1:13-24/Ps 139:1b-3, 13-14ab, 14c-15/Lk 10:38-42 

WEDNESDAY 	 Gal 2:1-2, 7-14/Ps 117:1bc, 2/Lk 11:1-4 

THURSDAY 	 Jb 19:21-27/Ps 27:7-8a, 8b-9abc, 13-14/Lk 10:1-12 

FRIDAY 		 Gal 3:7-14/Ps 111:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6/Lk 11:15-26

SATURDAY 	 Gal 3:22-29/Ps 105:2-3, 4-5, 6-7/Lk 11:27-28

NEXT SUNDAY 	 Wis 7:7-11/Ps 90:12-13, 14-15, 16-17 (14)/Heb 4:12- 
		  13/Mk 10:17-30 or 10:17-2

If you would like to dedicate the Sanctuary, Saint Joseph, or Marian 
candle to a loved one, please contact the parish office to make a petition.

The SANCTUARY CANDLE burns in memory of
Darren Reidy

by Pat Broderick

Mass and candle intentions can be requested
with a $15 donation to Saint John Church.

The MARIAN CANDLE burns in memory of
Angela Fucile
by Rosemarie Turner

Darien Catholic YOUTH GROUP

Our next gathering is just around the corner 
on Sunday, October 20 at St. Thomas More 

after the 5:15 PM Mass. Save the date and be on 
the look out to register for this event where we will 
meet and have our Halloween Treat Bag service 
project.

Register and see our full calendar at stmdarienct.org/yg. 
All high school students are welcome. If the registration fee 
creates an obstacle, please reach out to Paul Brunner, Youth 
Minister (youthminister@stmdarienct.org) to discuss options.
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Around the DIOCESE

Parish SUPPORT

OCTOBER 6, 2024
Offertory $5,911.56

Online $1,611.00

Total $7,522.56

Last year $8,630.00

MONTHLY
Offertory $3,483.00

Online $271.00

Total $3,754.00

Last year $3,111.00

Online Giving is an easy, safe, and convenient way to support 
Saint John Church. You can manage your giving or give a one-
time gift right from your phone or from the comfort of your own 
home, using your preferred credit card or bank account. The 
credit card option allows you to take advantage of rewards like 

airline miles or cash back. Scan the QR code or 
visit our church website and click the Online 
Giving link to sign up today. Your support helps 
sustain our parish year-round. Thank you for 
your generosity.

HEC GOLDEN JUBILEE BENEFIT CONCERT 
Saturday, October 19, 7:00 PM
Join us at St. Matthew’s in Norwalk for an evening of uplifting 
music and reflection, showcasing the incredible journey of 
faith, hope, and community with music performed by Drake 
McCain Taylor, Kirby Asunto, and special singing guests. Since 
1974, HEC has been a beacon of support and empowerment for 
individuals with disabilities, fostering a welcoming environment 
rooted in Christian values. Contact Mary Ann Austin at 
mimiaustin14@gmail.com or (203) 831-8366 if you have any 
questions or would like to attend.

WEDDING JUBILEE MASS
Saturday, October 26, 1:00 PM
All married couples celebrating 
their 25th, 40th, 45th, or 50th 
anniversary and beyond are invited to gather at Saint Augustine 
Cathedral in Bridgeport for a Wedding Jubilee Mass celebrated 
by Bishop Caggiano. Space is limited to four guests. To register, 
contact Patricia Hansen at phansen@diobpt.org or (203) 416-
1342.

THE LITERARY CATHOLIC
Available now online at jesusguild.org/the-literary-catholic
This groundbreaking program is brought to you by The Guild 
of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, Sacred Heart University, and 
the John Paul II Center for Evangelizing Communications. The 
Literary Catholic delves into the profound impact of Catholic 
literature on faith and imagination. Join us for a discussion of 
“Brideshead Revisited” by Evelyn Waugh, complete with a video 
and reading guide. For those looking to start a reading group, we 
have a How-To-Get-Started Guide available online. Don’t miss 
out on this enriching opportunity—join us today!

EDUCATION & OUTREACH
RUSS BRINE & THE ST. JOHN BOSCO STUDENTS
Russ Brine, Director of the St. John 
Bosco Education Trust in Kitale, 
Kenya is here to thank the people 
of St. John Church for providing 
scholarships for 50 students in good 
Catholic schools. The new 2025 
school year in Kenya starts in January. You can help with school 
fees, uniforms and books for these students by donating online 
to Uzima Fund. Or if you want to give a check, please send a 
message to marilyn@theparkerplace.org.

MATER SALVATORIS OPEN HOUSE
Friday, October 18, 1:00–3:00 PM
Mater Salvatoris is an Independent Catholic 
College Preparatory School currently enrolling 
from Pre-K3 through 10th Grade for girls, and from Pre-K3 
through 8th grade for boys for the 2024-2025 School Year, 
expanding each year by one grade level up to 12th grade. Mater 
Salvatoris is located at 926 Newfield Avenue, Stamford, CT 
06905. Please call us at (203) 489-0977 or send us an email to 
stm.admissions@matersalvatoris.org to reserve a spot for the 
open house.

SACRED HEART GREENWICH OPEN HOUSES
Grades 9-12 open house Thursday, October 24, 5:30 PM
Other opportunities: Saturday, November 2 
at 9:00 AM (K-12) and Friday, November 8 at 
9:30 AM (Barat Center for Early Childhood). 
Merit Scholarships and financial aid available. 
Contact the Admission Office for more information—call us 
at (203) 532-3534 or email admission@cshct.org. Register for 
events at www.shgreenwich.org.
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LIFENotes
for a culture of life and a civilization of love

Respect for Unborn Human Life: The Church’s Constant Teaching, an excellent 
article from the USCCB, clears up popular myths and opinions. Since the first 
century’s Didache (Teaching of the Twelve Apostles), the Church’s teachings have 
remained the same:

“From earliest times, Christians 
sharply distinguished themselves 

from surrounding pagan cultures by 
rejecting abortion and infanticide. […] 
In the 13th century, St. Thomas Aquinas 
made extensive use of Aristotle’s thought, 
including his theory that the rational 
human soul is not present in the first few weeks of pregnancy. But he also 
rejected abortion as gravely wrong at every stage, observing that it is a sin 
‘against nature’ to reject God’s gift of a new life. […] In 1827, with the discovery 
of the human ovum, the mistaken biology of Aristotle was discredited. [...] 
Given the scientific fact that a human life begins at conception, the only moral 
norm needed to understand the Church’s opposition to abortion is the principle 
that each and every human life has inherent dignity, and thus must be treated 
with the respect due to a human person.”

The United States Catholic Conference of Bishops

presents the

23RD ANNUAL PIPESCREAMS
MUSICAL EXTRAVAGANZA

Sunday, October 27, 4:00 PM
First Church of Fairfield

148 Beach Road, Fairfield, CT 06824

Hear the majestic pipe organ as you’ve never heard it 
before! Presenting Halloween musical delights for all ages, 
a short silent movie, and a costume parade & contest with 
refreshments to follow. Tickets are $30/adults, $15/seniors, 
$10/students (ages 12-17); free for children 11 & under. 
Proceeds from this concert and donations 
made at greaterbridgeportago.org benefit 
the Miller-Knox Scholarship Fund given 
annually by the Greater Bridgeport Chapter 
of the American Guild of Organists.

ST. JOHN PLEDGES AS OF 9/27/24
ABA Goal $215,000

Total Pledged (68%) $150,787

Donors to Date 165

To make a gift, or for more information, 
please visit 2024BishopsAppeal.org, call 
(203) 416-1470, or scan the QR code. 
Help Saint John reach our goal!

BULLETIN SUBMISSION DEADLINES

FOR THE SUNDAY, OCTOBER 20 BULLETIN, THE 
DEADLINE IS TUESDAY, OCTOBER 15, EOD. 

PLEASE SUBMIT CONTENT, INQUIRIES, OR 
FEEDBACK TO OUR BULLETIN EDITOR AT NFLORES@
STJOHNDARIEN.ORG.
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(203) 655-0618
CT Arborist Lic #62817 B#1725

Pruning, Fertilizing, Cabling
Insect & Disease Control,

Removals

Paul Quick - Owner

orchardtreecare@gmail.com

(203) 323-0339

NOW OFFERING
SINGLE STREAM RECYLE

4 Ambulance/Police  
4 Family/Friends 
4 GPS & Fall Alert

MDMedAlert!™

At HOME and AWAY!

$1995
/mo.

As Low As

You Need
IF YOU LIVE ALONE

800.808.9294
CALL NOW!

md-medalert.com

Call for your appointment: 203-229-2000
NORWALK OFFICE: 69 EAST AVENUE 

DARIEN OFFICE: 85 OLD KINGS HWY N
WWW.TCFAP.COM

Urgi-KIDS Pediatric Urgent Care in Norwalk provides emergency medical 
care for sports injuries, cuts, and burns.

Trusted by parents for over 60 years 
For Infants to Young Adults

EXPERT DRYWALL REPAIR
Seamless Patches 
 Superior Services

(203) 800-9277

Fairfield County area 
homes deserve flawless 

walls and ceilings

THE BEST CARE IS ALWAYS 
GIVEN TO YOUR LOVED ONE

Non-medical Homecare
Providing Hourly/Live- In/24 hour Care

Registered • Insured • Bonded 
HA#0001470

29 East Main Street Westport, CT 06880
203.557.4355 • www.alwayscaringct.com

Proudly Serving Fairfield 
and New Haven Counties

WilliamFerguson.Raveis.com

C: 203.505.8773

•PARISHIONER•

William Raveis Real Estate
D a r i e n ,  C T

	 America’s Choice in Home Care®
Bathing Assistance • Dressing Assistance

Grooming  Assistance with Walking 
Medication Reminders • Errands/Shopping

Light Housekeeping • Meal Prep 
Friendly Companionship • Flexible Hourly Care

 Respite Care for Families • Live-In Care

203.658.8800
www.VisitingAngels.com/Stamford

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Kelly Lewis

klewis@4LPi.com 
 (800) 477-4574 x6115

Nielsen's Florist is committed to 
reducing waste and lowering 
our carbon footprint. Simply 
place your flowers and enjoy. 

Our flowers are guaranteed for 7 days. 
If you are not completely satisfied,

please contact us right away.

10% off your next purchase10% off your next purchase
if you bring in this card.if you bring in this card.

1405 Post Rd • Darien, CT 

203-655-2541
nielsensflorist.com
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1021 Post Road
Darien, Connecticut

P: 203.655.1000 
F: 203.656.0172

Griebspharmacy.com
AREA WIDE DELIVERY

ROWAYTON
FUEL

Servicing Darien,
New Canaan, Norwalk

and Rowayton

OIL DELIVERY
BURNER SERVICE

A/C SERVICE
203-866-9616

27 Cherry Street • Stamford, CT

boat sales • outboard service
parts/accessories • storage

marine supplies • trailers

joe gerace 	 203.348.9007

Connecticut

CatholicMatch.com/CT

There’s Always
Something Cooking At:

		
	 401 Westport Avenue, 
	Norwalk, CT 06851

	203-847-2471
	www.aitoro.com

LISA CERUSSI 
Licensed Realtor 

203.554.2625

lcerussi@houlihanlawrence.com

780 Boston Post Rd., Darien, CT

www.HoulihanLawrence.com

William J. Fessler D.D.S.
116 East Avenue • Norwalk, CT. 06851

P: 203 838 3939 | F: 203 866 0406
email: admin@wfesslerdds.com

Lawrence Funeral Home
Pre-Planning & Cremation Services

2119 Post Road Darien, Connecticut 06820
Phone: 203-655-6127

Email: LawrenceFH@sbcglobal.net
Fax: 203-655-6084

www.LawrenceFuneralHome.com
Directors- Kevin M. Lesko, Erica A Cueto, Craig D. Ackerman

Shayna M. Gilbert, Edward G. Lawrence, Jr.

This space is
proudly sponsored by

Frameless shower doors, glass bath enclosures, 
glass pool fence, wine rooms, handrails, 

entrances & other architectural glass solutions 
for your indoor & outdoor spaces.

A Division of Westport Glass

203-227-1785 • 800-606-1776
info@americanframeless.com
www.americanframeless.com

Business | Personal
Risk Management

203-834-5900
www.toofer.com

Happy
	 Carpentry

Carpentry, Kitchen 
& Bath Remodeling

Jacek “Jack” Glowania
203.621.8948

happycarpentry@yahoo.com
darien

Interior • Exterior
Excellent References 
20 Years Experience

spikesepulveda8@gmail.com

203-253-6590

LIGHT CONSTRUCTION  
CARPENTRY

Licensed Insured

203-962-3401
Fall/Spring Clean-ups, 
Gutters, Lawn Mowing, 

Snow Plowing, Tree Removal, 
Junk Removal

~Family Owned Business~
rosas20044@hotmail.com

WESTPORT 
PAINTING & 

RENOVATION LLC
westportpaintingrenovationllc.com

• Painting  
interior/exterior

• Harwood Floors
• Carpentry Repair

Call William:  
203-807-6440
CT Home Improvement  

Contractor #HIC 0667757

A Great Chapter in Life for
Seniors & Families

Exceptional care begins with 
extraordinary caregivers. 
We help aging adults live 
happier, healthier lives 

right at home.

(475) 203-1927 call/text

admin@nextchapterhc.com

Serving Lower Fairfield County

www.nextchapterhc.comHCA.0002061

Taking pride in your 
home is our business! 

Fall Clean Ups ~ Gutters ~ Junk Removal
Lawn & Tree Service, Landscaping, Hardscaping

Call or Text Manny - (203) 722-7936
mannyd@dubonslandscapingllc.com

www.dubonslandscapingllc.com
Competitive Pricing 

Licensed, Bonded, & Insured

Family Owned 
Over 20 Years 
of Experience


