Weekends
Saturday Vigil — 5:00 p.m.
Brazilian Mass — 7:30 p.m.

Sunday — 7:30, 9:00 Children’s Liturgy and Choir,
10:30 a.m. with Adult Choir and 12:00 N
Spanish Mass — 5:30 p.m.

Brazilian Mass — 7:30 p.m.

Weekdays
Monday through Saturday - 7:30 a.m.
Monday through Friday -12:10 Noon

(HANDICAP ACCESSIBLE)

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE

Saturday - 3:30 to 4:30 p.m.
and by appointment

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE

Couples planning to be married must begin to make ar-
rangements at least 8 months prior to their wedding date
by contacting the Rectory.

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

Attendance at pre-Baptism class is required before the
Sacrament is celebrated. Classes are held on the second
Sunday of the month at 1:15 p.m. in the Rectory. Please
pre-register by calling 203-743-2707. Baptisms will
take place every Sunday at 1:15 p.m. except the second
Sunday of the month.

Saint Peter Church, Danbury, CT

PASTORAL STAFF
Rev. Gregg D. Mecca, Pastor
Rev. Paul Merry, In Residence
Rev. David J. Riley, In Residence
Rev. Bruce Roby, In Residence

PARISH OFFICE HOURS

9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. - MONDAY through FRIDAY

104 Main Street, Danbury, CT

OFFICE NUMBERS
Phone: 203-743-2707 and Fax: 203-794-1928
Email Address - office@stpeterdanb.org
Website - www.stpeterdanb.org

PARISH STAFF
Dr. Glen Segger, Music Minister
gsegger(@stpeterdanb.org
Dr. Nancy Engel, Children’s Choir - 914-741-1670

LATINO COMMUNITY
Rev. Bernardo C. Rodriguez—203-695-7665

BRAZILIAN COMMUNITY
Rev. Leonel S. Medeiros,
Episcopal Vicar for Brazilians
203-730-9071

SAINT PETER SCHOOL OFFICE
Mary Lou Torre — Principal - 203-748-2895
School Fax: 203-748-5684

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION AND FORMATION
Barbara Siano—Director of Religious Education K - 8
203-743-1048 or stpeterfuture@stpeterdanb.org

YOUTH MINISTRY
Michael Falbo—Y outh Group Director
203-743-1048 or ygstpeter@gmail.com

Chairman of Parish Council — Fred Visconti —203-744-2311
Chairman of Finance — Arthur Mannion - 203-733-0183
Homebound Ministry— Sr. Mary Bernard Wiecezak, CSFN

203-743-2707, Ext. 22
Prayer Line—Mary Ellen Dunbar — 203-743-2707
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et _ APRIL
13 SAT 5:00 PM f{ Arlene Bucci
7:30 PM Brazilian Mass
14 SUN 7:30 AM Our Parishioners
9:00 AM f Loan Huynh
10:30 AM T MariaBa
12:00 N { Kathleen Heller Kortan
5:30 PM Spanish Mass
7:30 PM Brazilian Mass
15 MON 7:30 AM § Margaret Goldrick
12:10 PM Olga Fermin
16 TUE 7:30 AM Special Intention
12:10 N T Peter A. Herger and
Josephine and Francis Paola
17 WED  7:30 AM { Monica and Joseph Progreske
12:10 N T Souls in Purgatory
18 THU Holy Thursday
8:00 AM Morning Prayer
7:30 PM Liturgy of the Lord’s Supper
19 FRI Good Friday
8:00 AM Morning Prayer
3:00 PM Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion
20 SAT Holy Saturday
8:00 AM Morning Prayer
6:00 PM Easter Vigil, English and Spanish
8:30 PM Easter Vigil, Brazilian
21 SUN 7:30 AM Our Parishioners
9:00 AM f Loan Huynh
10:30 AM T MariaBa
12:00 N Easter Card Mass Intentions
5:30 PM Spanish Mass
7:30 PM Brazilian Mass
On the weekend, if the intention of the Mass is yours,
SACRIFICIAL GIVING—April 7, 2019.................. $ 8,201
Online-Giving—April 7, 2019.....cccccvvviniiiniiiinnnnnnn. $ 855
Our weekly goal ....ccevviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinininnn, $ 10,500

Thank you for your support. Father Mecca

Please remember St. Peter Parish when preparing
your will. A legacy to the church eases your tax bur-
den and helps continue the good works of our parish.

WE WELCOME THE NEWLY BAPTIZED
Riley Fuller  Brooklyn Hughes

KINDLY REMEMBER THE SICK OF THE PARISH
Richard Botelho Marie Carroll Patricia Dean Nubia Dekker
Carol Fisher James Kery Luba Krumseyn Karen Lanigan
Jack Maher Teddy Marchione Dylan McBeth
Christopher McLaughlin John Palinkas Rick Sarcia
Elias Warchak

capp Our topic today on this Palm Sunday week-
resers ek end is our Religious Formation Program. |

did not anticipate speaking on this subject at
the beginning of Holy Week, but to wait until the Sunday
after Easter is a bit late in the Religious Education year.
Parents of children in Religious Formation were invited to a
meeting last Sunday. At that meeting those in attendance
were introduced to the program changes that go into effect
in September. I want to inform the entire parish whether or
not we have school aged children. I do so because I like to
tell you everything, and because I want you to be as proud
as [ am that our parish is thoughtfully engaging with the
2015 Diocesan Synod’s desire to “empower and assist par-
ents as the primary teachers of the Catholic Faith.” In addi-
tion, to keep this goal, our revised Religious Education Pro-
gram comprehensibly addresses the persistent issue of chil-
dren and families who want to come to religious education
with the only intent on receiving a Sacrament.

The 4™ Synod of the Diocese of Bridgeport sought
to bring renewal to our diocesan church and to try to ad-
dress the challenges of our day. One challenge identified
was to “strengthen and support family life and empower
and assist parents as the primary teachers of the Catholic
Faith.” In order to achieve this end, the Synod called on
parishes to (1) “evangelize parents so that they may share
their relationship with Jesus and the Church with their chil-
dren” and (2) “provide education, formation and ongoing
support to parents in their dual roles as parents and as the
first catechists of their children.” The Synod asked parishes
to “re-imagine” how we do religious education. The dec-
ades old structure of children being dropped off for an hour
class with a catechist and picked up hasn’t been working
well for a long time in part because we have a couple of
generations of parents who themselves do not know the
faith very well and who are not very committed to worship.
Religious education has been taking place in a vacuum for
many children. There is for them no lived experience of
being a Catholic. Another inhibitor of the effectiveness of
religious education has been the invasion of consumerism
into religious education which regards Sacraments as com-
modities “to get.” The “getting” in Religious Education is
a relationship with God and being formed as a disciple of
Jesus. The Sacraments are not certificates of achievement or
a graduation but God’s gift of Himself to share with us His
life and help us live it.

Barbara Siano has gradually introduced into our
program initiatives that address the Synod’s request and the
circumstances we experience. We require students to attend
Mass. We are engaging parents more in their child’s reli-
gious formation in part through on-line learning which the
parent and child can work through the lesson together. The
on-line component is also a way to engage a generation that
is not reading text books. This past year Barbara eliminated
1** grade since parents were not enrolling their children and
substituted The Vineyard, a parent-child experience with
God through scripture and activities.




PALM SUNDAY OF THE PASSION OF THE LORD

Starting in September, Our Religious Education
Program will no longer follow a grade level structure. We
begin with a first level which is a two-year study that pre-
pares a child for the Sacraments of Reconciliation and First
Eucharist. After First Communion, a child must complete
four sections of a second level. Each of the year-long four
sections, Credo (the Creed—who God is), Sacramentum
(the Sacraments), Ecclesia (the Church), and Salutare
(Salvation), concentrates on an area of the Faith. All four
sections must be completed before a student can begin the
Confirmation year. Students who helicopter in and out of
religious education will pick up where they left off, or as in
the case of so many who do not return after First Commun-
ion, they will go to the first section, Credo. Teenagers, who
have had no formation since First Communion but who re-
appear in 8" grade expecting Confirmation, will be placed
in Teen RCIA, a 2-year course of study before admittance
into the Confirmation class. New, too, this year, one Sun-
day per month parents will join in a family session.

I believe that Barbara and her team have developed
an excellent model that sees to real faith formation for stu-
dents and draws the whole family into the process of plac-
ing Jesus and the Faith at the center of their lives. | am ex-
cited by it, and I hope you feel the same enthusiasm. There
is great promise here for the revitalization of the faith
within families and, thus, our parish family. I thank Bar-
bara, her advisory board, and her assistants. There are some
brochures describing our Re-imagined Faith Formation in
the vestibule for the taking if you would like to read more.

—Fr. Mecca

? EASTER CARDS
« THE NOON MASS ON EASTER SUNDAY

*WILL BE OFFERED FOR OUR LIVING:

« LOVED ONES. THE OFFERING IS $5.00.

: A BEAUTIFUL EASTER GIFT
i FOR SOMEONE SPECIAL TO YOLL

LENTEN REGULATIONS

The church gives us the following regulations for Lent:
*Fasting and Abstinence on Ash Wednesday and Good
Friday are required for those 18 to 60 years of age.

* Abstinence from meat is required on ALL Fridays
during Lent for all those 14 years of age and older.
Fasting is defined as eating, during the day, only one
full meal and two light meatless meals. Eating between
meals is not permitted, although liquids are permitted.
Abstinence is not eating meat at all during the entire
day. Illness exempts one from these regulations.

***SAINT PETER SCHOOL NEWS***

cwrsy,  Student News: We wish to congratulate Alex
, “. Caba who is an Exchange Club honoree from St

% "|" & Peter School for the 2018-2019 school year. We

e also congratulate Michael Fisher who was se-
lected to receive the 2019 Thomas Vincent Foley Education
Award. These fine young men are shining examples of the
students who graduate from St Peter School. I know you
join me in wishing them well in their future endeavors!
Student Council News: The St Peter Student Council
kicked off the annual Pennies for Patients - Leukemia/
Lymphoma Society - fundraiser this week. It will run to
May 17.
Gospel Value for April: Mercy. Our students have con-
tributed to the ever-growing tree in the main hallway. The
Spiritual Works of Mercy and The Corporal Works of
Mercy are represented.
School News: Remember to catch up with us
on Facebook or follow us on Twitter! Every month the
parent newsletter is available on the St. Peter School web-
site. Be sure to take a minute and check it out...

Y

—-Mary Lou Torre, Principal

Sun. Apr 14 Senior YG — Innate Desire Conclusion
Thurs. Apr 18 Holy Thursday — 7 Church Pilgrimage (All fami-
lies are welcome!)

Holy Thursday — 7 Church Pilgrimage—-Please join after
Mass as we travel on pilgrimage to 7 churches. At each church
we will gather together for prayer, spend a few moments in
adoration before the Blessed Sacrament, and gather again
afterward for reflection. Join us for a late night snack at Three
Brothers Diner following our pilgrimage!

Thank you to all for your donations, prayers, support!
Thank you to everyone for your donations and your support
of our teens & youth programs! We would not be able to
have these programs without your constant prayers or love!

—-Michael Falbo, Youth Director
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Date: Religious Education Schedule

April 14 | Palm Sunday — All students attend 9:00am
Mass

April 21 | Grades 2, 3,4, 5,7 and 8B attend class

from 10:30 to 11:45 a.m. St. Peter School
Vineyard — 10:45 — 11:30 a,m, (K/1 stu-
dents with a parent)

Sponsored by 8B Confirmation Class for students
in the Vineyard, Grades 2, 3, and 4. Please meet in
the playground of St.Peter School. Come join the
Easter egg hunt TODAY!

Registration for Religious Education 2019/2020—Please
remember to bring your child’s updated registration
form.New students should come to register with copies of
their birth certificate, baptismal and First Communion cer-
tificates (if sacraments received). New student registration
forms will be given at the time of registration.

Palm Sunday Mass: Sunday April 14 is Palm Sunday
students in all grades must attend the 9:00 a.m. Mass. There
will be no classes after Mass but the religious education
office will be open for registration. Please see the note
about the egg hunt after Mass.

MyCatholicFaith Year End Assessment—Final asse-
ments will be given during the following classes: May 5 —
grades 6A, 6B and 8B May 12 — grades 5A, 5B, 5C, 7A,
7B. The assessments will cover chapters 12-24 from the
online program. Assessment results, Mass attendance, class
attendance and catechists recommendation will help to de-
termine class placements for 2019/2020.

First Holy Communion Mass—-The First Holy Commun-
ion Mass will be celebrated on Saturday, May 11 at 10:00
a.m. Additional information was distributed to your child
during class last Sunday. If you did not receive the informa-
tion please come to the office to pick up a copy.

Upcoming Events:

May 9 — First Holy Communion Rehearsal — 5:45 p.m.
Parents and candidates please meet in Church.

May 11 — First Holy Communion Mass 10:00 a.m.

June 2 — Confirmation Rehearsal

June 3 — Confirmation Rehearsal

June 8 — Confirmation Mass

—-Barbara Siano, DRE

x%+P ARISH EVENTS***

Men’s Society—will meet on Tuesday, April 16 in the
Parish Hall at 7:00 p.m. All the men of the parish are wel-
come to join us.

Spring Breakfast
Sponsored by the Men’s Society

"} ||

P —

i
i N

Sunday, May 5 ||

|| following the 7:30, 9:00 & 10:30 a.m. Masses ||

The menu includes: pancakes, eggs, sau-
sage, hash browns, coffee, tea and orange juice.
Adults $6.00, children $4.00 with a maximum of
$20.00 per family. ||

|| Remember: There is always a door prize! ||

L - - - - —

Beginning Wednesday, April 10, at 1:00 p.m. Father
Bernardo Rodriguez will conduct Bible Study in the Par-
ish Hall.

##+OTHER EVENTS***

MAGNIFICAT a Ministry to Catholic Women—invites
you to a prayer breakfast on Saturday April 27th at
Tashua Knolls Golf Club located on Tashua Knolls
Lane Trumbull CT. Our speakers are: The Family of
Joseph Reali ... For all moms who faithfully pray for their
children to come back to the Catholic faith. Magnificat is
thrilled to present the family of a young man who has been
lovingly called The American Frassati after Blessed Pier
Giorgio Frassati. The Knights of Columbus produced an
incredibly inspiring and beautiful video telling his story,
which will be viewed during the breakfast. Please come to
hear from his mom and sister about Joe’s inspiring life and
the work he continues to do in Heaven bringing souls back
to God. Young people are encouraged to come! Cost $25.
Pre-register by Saturday, April 19th . No tickets will be
sold at the door. For more information, call Fran Hood 203
-744-1856 or email s.m.hood@sbcglobal.net. Invitation
available on Bridgeport Diocese Website under Woman’s
Ministry section, also tickets are available on Eventbrite.




APRIL 14, 2019

1c ly Week Schedule

Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday
Masses at 7:30 a.m. & 12:10 noon

Monday, April 15
Reconciliation Monday
Two Danbury Parishes

St. Joseph and Sacred Heart
3:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.

Holy Thursday
8:00 a.m. — Morning Prayer
7:30 p.m. — Liturgy of the Lord’s Supper - Visits to
the Altar of Repose until 11:00 p.m.

Good Friday
8:00 a.m. — Morning Prayer
12:10 N— Stations of the Cross
3:00 p.m. — Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion
5:30 p.m. — Spanish Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion
7:30 p.m. — Brazilian Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion

Holy Saturday
8:00 a.m. — Morning Prayer
11:00 a.m. — 1:00 p.m. - Reconciliation

Easter Vigil—NOTE: TIME CHANGES
6:00 p.m. Vigil, English and Spanish
8:30 p.m. Vigil, Brazilian

Easter Sunday Masses 7:30, 9:00, 10:30 a.m. & 12:00 N

BINGO EVERY WEDNESDAY

EARLYBIRDS BEGIN AT 6:30 P.M.

| COMUNIDAD HISPANA SAN PEDRO

|T0dos cantaban: Hosanna al Hijo de David, con el mlsmo
Ientu51asm0 que, dias mas tarde, gritaban: “Crucificalo, cru- |
|

|<:1f1calo El mismo grito que nosotros profesamos cuando

pecamos

I
:Mi e-mail: b.rodriguez(@snet.net

I Mi pagina: www.catolicosdigitales.org. Visitenla, por fa-

|
(vor. Les sera de gran provecho

|
: Confesiones

: Domingos a las 4:00 p.m. en la Iglesia.

| .

| Bautizos

:Cuartos Domingos de cada Mes. Contacten con Ana Espi-
:nal para el formulario y la informacion sobre la clase pre-

I bautismal.
|

|

| Bodas

IDeben contactar con el P. Bernardo al menos con 6 meses
|de antelacion. Es necesaria la preparacion requerida por la

| Didcesis.
|

I
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
:
| . . |
| Horario de Oficina :
'De Lunes a Viernes, de 1:30 p.m. a 3:30 p.m. En espaifiol |
| pregunten por Ana Espinal. :
| Lunes a partir de las 7:00 p.m. con el P. Bernardo :
|
| | Intenciones Misa dominical :
:En el vestibulo de la Iglesia, 15 minutos antes de la Mlsa,:
: puede pedir su intencion al servidor alli apostado. |
i
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|

: Grupo de Oracion
:Todos los Lunes, a las 7:00 p.m. en el subsuelo de la Igle-
: sia. Lider: Jorge Ordofiez

|
I Coro Parroquial

| |El coro parroquial tanto de nifios como de adultos se reune
Ipara ensayar todos los Domingos a las 3:30 p.m. bajo la
: direccion de Alejandro Servin.

|

| Clase de Biblia

:En mi blog, www.catolicosdigitales.org, cada Lunes una
: nueva clase.

:Via Crucis
:Todos los Viernes de Cuaresma a las 8:30 p.m. en la Igle-
:sia.

: Hora Santa

| | A partir del mes de abril, volveremos a tener la Hora Santa
I'los segundos y cuartos jueves de cada mes. La proxima sera |
lel 11 de abri :
: —Fr. Bernardo :



