
 

MASS SCHEDULE: Sat 4:00 PM| SUN 9:00 AM, 11:30 AM & 5:00 PM| MON-FRI 12:10PM  

Reconciliation: Prior to all Masses & any time by appointment  
Rosary: Wednesday following Mass and every 2nd Saturday @ 9:30 AM  

Sacraments, RCIA, Baptism, Marriage: Contact Parish office to arrange an appt. 

New Worshippers & Registration: 

Please introduce yourself to Fr White after a Mass. Visit the parish office or website to register!  
68 William Cardinal O'Connell Way // Boston, MA, 02445  

Website: www.stjosephboston.org

Phone: 617-523-4342 Email: office@stjosephboston.org

Rev Joseph M White frjoe@stjosephboston.org

Joe Griffiths - Business Manager businessmgr@stjosephboston.org

Sr Agnes Wan - Sacristan sragnes@stjosephboston.org

John Lawless-Pastoral Adminsitrative Assistant john@stjosephboston.org

Year of the Eucharist Discussions 2020@stjosephboston.org

June 28, 2020 - Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
We remain, through it all, an alleluia people

Corpus Christi 2020 - Corpus Christi 2021



This June,Our Sanctuary Candle burns for  
Hope and Healing 

July is the month of the Most Precious Blood 
of Jesus Christ. It is also Black Families Month

Resuming Public Mass  
At this time, we are celebrating Mass on 

Sundays at 9:00 AM. One directional 
entry, movement and spaced seating in 
pews are in place to encourage social 

distancing. 

Live Stream Mass 
-St Joseph Livestream:  

facebook.com/stjosephwestend and 
made available on website following  

We continue to update St Joseph's website 
and voicemail with any new information as it 
comes up, as we communicate during these 

difficult times.  

Please reach out to us if you are need need 
of anything. We are here for you! 

Please visit our website at 
www.stjosephboston.org for  

updates and resources!  

Parish Support  

*We will update this information in the coming 
weeks!  
If you'd like to contribute via online giving, visit 
www.stjosephboston.churchgiving.com 

Thank you to all who have regularly, and very 
generously assisted in contribution throughout 
these difficult and fragile times.

Prayer Intentions  
Though we have not resumed our “regular” schedule, 

be assured that we continue to pray for your intentions, 
and to remember our loved ones. You can continue to 

offer your intentions to us here by calling/emailing John 
Lawless in the Parish office (617-523-4342 or  

email john@stjosephboston.org), or by visiting the 
“Prayer Intentions” tab on our website  

(https://www.stjosephboston.org/prayer-intentions) 

This week and last week, we remember in prayer: 

• Deceased member of the Moscaritolo Family 

• Edward Bagley 

• Tom DaSilva 

•  Don Baldwin Kuruppu 

• All those remembered in our Sanctuary Society

Prayer Masks  
These last several weeks, we are each and all asked to keep our 

physical (social) distancing, maintain high levels of sanitary 
hygiene and to surely wear masks. Need a mask? Over 2000 

‘Prayer Masks” have been made and distributed by teams 
responding in our parish. Those who make them pray for those 
who will wear them and those who wear them are asked to pray 
for those who had made them! If you are in need of a mask, or 
would like to join the team of merry makers please contact us.

Private Prayer 
We seek to put forward our intention beginning 

July to make a small portion of the Church 
available for private prayer and devotion. 

Stay tuned for updates!

Year of the Eucharist

Cardinal Sean O’Malley  has announced a Year of the 

Eucharist to bolster the faith of those who already believe in 
the Real Presence of Jesus in the Eucharist, and to encourage 

those who struggle with this belief. 

Over the coming year, the Archdiocese will regularly provide 
catechetical materials and video/written resources, which we 

will make available on our website. 

Parish 2020 Conversations 
Share your thoughts and responses 

-or offer to host the next event! 
Contact: 2020@stjosephboston.org



There is growing anxiety as the state (and nation) continue phases and stages of reopening. We are still in the middle of the first wave of 
Covid 19 and southern and western states experience increases in cases of infection. Here at Saint Joseph’s, we journey into July well 
aware of safety directives and cautiously optimistic. One nearby university that has conducted surveys states that over 65% of 
Massachusetts residents are very fearful of all that is reopening as perhaps too much public activity resumes. 

Summer ordinary time is upon us as we enter this 13th Sunday and week of our liturgical season. It's been more than 13 weeks since last we 

functioned usually as a parish community. During the Christmas season, we discontinued administering the cup at communion and suggested 

alternative gestures for acknowledging the sign of peace. Beginning that infamous first week of lent in March, we took precautions and then suddenly 

discontinued our practice of gathering for Sunday and weekday masses. April 1, we plexiglassed our main church entrance providing opportunity for 

private prayer before the tabernacle and on our website while keeping the church inaccessible. Our parish office was closed and staff began working 

from home throughout the stay at home directives. Holy Week was all but non-existent in Rome, Boston and St Joseph’s. Easter Sunday and Season 

we began live-streaming a Sunday mass and increasing website opportunities. The March 20th wedding of regular worshippers Anthony and 

Courtney was our first wedding to be rescheduled. Neighbors InNeed/Neighbors InDeed outreach program was instructed delivering much needed 

food and sanitization supplies throughout the parish. Holy Thursday, instead of our annual remembering of the institution of the Eucharist and the 

actions of the mandatum and call to discipleship & wash feet a private incense and blessing of our columbarium took place. ( Funerals were not 

allowed and our side altar at St Joseph and Blessed Mother became a sacred resting place for cremains of recently deceased) First Communion and 

Confirmation was not celebrated in May. Due to the library closure A food pantry was much needed and opened here and weekday food distribution 

was begun to assist our parishioners. Finances and parish sustainability was reviewed, reframed and you have assisted generously. Pastoral 

concerns continued to be ministered to with caution and safety measures. Pentecost, May 31, we entered a significant ministry of racism and concern 

for our police. 

The intensity of all of the above and redirected approaches to ministry and endless electronic communications and zoom meetings have become 

regular daily activity. Sanitization procedures and church preparations for conducting a Sunday mass have consumed time, energy and finances. 

These two pandemics of Covid 2019 and Racism 2020 have necessarily consumed our existence for weeks and months. As we strategize, calculate 

and assess who we are and how we restructure, we pray. Our parish theme and mantra has been “We remain, through it all, an alleluia people”. We 

have been praying a prelude hymn since March: “Healer of Our Every ill, light of each tomorrow, gives us peace beyond our fear, and hope beyond 

our sorrow.” 

As your clergy, we initiated and have joined together with other interfaith city clergy praying early every Sunday morning outside nearby and other 

hospitals throughout Boston. For 30-45 minutes we gather from various faith traditions, cultures and races. Our prayers for workers, care givers, 

medical professionals and patients is but a simple acknowledgement of our unified spiritual concerns. 

Now we continue our journey and “2020 Vision & Conversations” as preplanned in 2018/19 as to be our focus for this year and into this decade of the 

twenty twenties. Several of us gathered, (as previously planned to have been a parish component of our “2020 Vision”), Friday June 19th at 46 Joy 

Street. 46 Joy Street, here in our parish, is the Museum of African American History. We had originally intended this to be a prayer service and dinner 

launching our social justice component of our parish outreach. It was restructured as an outdoor morning prayer service with local clergy and Mayor 

Walsh. We prayed for the social justice and equity so very much needed. 

As a parish, as one community of faith amongst hundreds throughout Boston, we reconsider our existence, our purpose and our efforts. We rejoin our 

communal engagement (albeit remotely or virtually) and take measures this Year of the Eucharist and we recommit to being the body of Christ. 

Please email our dedicated address 2020@stjosephboston.org Offer your input, suggestions and participation. We will soon zoom rotating our 

sessions during one of our previously scheduled mass times. 

With the Fourth of July next weekend, we ponder our Declaration of Independence. First proclaimed here in our parish, off the balcony of the old state 

house at State and Congress streets. Consider a reading or rereading of this founding document. Read/reread the Constitution of the United States. 

Let’s familiarize ourselves with these historical documents. 

Throughout 2019 in preparation for our “2020 Vision & Conversations,” a card has been available with the principles of Catholic Social Teaching. Visit 

our website to review these principles. Being a people in need of recovery, renewal and transformation from the two pandemics of covid and racism 

we will utilize the tools, the 12 steps of recovery. These 12 steps are also available for your viewing on our website. We will utilize the combination of 

the principles of Catholic social teaching and the twelve steps of recovery as a basis for our future visioning and conversation. 

Our geographical parish, our very church, are rich in history and tradition. The date of 1788 artistically rendered on our entry doors and in our 

sanctuary represent the first legislatively sanctioned celebration of Catholic mass in this Commonwealth. Our Church and Faneuil Hall meeting house 

are built from the very same architectural renderings of Alexander Paris. We are intimately connected with history and today, How shall we proceed?

GIGAIG         Joe White
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