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Gospel Reading    Luke 3:15-16, 21-22  Jesus is baptized by John. 

 

Background on the Gospel Reading - Today we celebrate the feast of the Baptism of the Lord. 

In today's Gospel, as in the other Gospel accounts of Jesus' baptism, we hear John the Baptist 

address the confusion of the people who thought that John might be the Messiah. In response, 

John contrasts the baptism that he performs with the Baptism that Jesus will inaugurate. John the 

Baptist says that he has baptized with water, but that someone will come and baptize with the Holy 

Spirit. The type of baptism that John performed was not yet a Christian Baptism; it was a 

preparation for Christian Baptism through which sins are forgiven and the gift of the Holy Spirit is received. 

The baptism of Jesus is reported in each of the three Synoptic Gospels—Matthew, Mark, and Luke. Clearly, it was an 

event of great significance for Jesus and for the early Christian community. The Evangelists Mark and Luke report the 

story from Jesus' perspective; the voice from heaven is addressed to Jesus. Compare this to Matthew's Gospel in which 

the voice from heaven speaks to everyone. In Luke, however, the Holy Spirit descends upon Jesus during his time of 

prayer after his baptism. Through his Gospel, Luke will show Jesus to be a person of prayer who withdraws regularly 

from the crowds and his disciples to pray to his Father. 

The baptism of Jesus is considered a manifestation of God in Jesus, another “epiphany.” On this, the last day of the 

Christmas season, our Gospel reveals to us Jesus' relation to God: the son of Mary and Joseph is also God's own Son. In 

Luke's Gospel, all three members of the Trinity are manifested here: God the Father in the voice, the Holy Spirit 

descending, and Jesus the Son. At the beginning of his Gospel, Luke is communicating to us important information 

about the identity of Jesus. In the verses that follow, Luke lists the genealogy of Jesus, tracing Jesus' ancestry back to the 

first person, Adam, who is also identified as the son of God. We, the children of Adam and Eve, are again made children 

of God through Baptism. 

Family Connection - Every family has a unique identity that is defined by the behaviors, attitudes, and expectations 

that govern a family's daily life. This identity is influenced by the family history of the parents, but each family's 

expression of this history is unique. In today's Gospel, we learn that Jesus' behavior, attitudes, and expectations were 

governed by his identity as God's beloved Son. In our Baptism, we were made children of this same heavenly Father. 

This identity as members of the family of God, and as brothers and sisters of Jesus, also shapes our family's daily life. 

As you gather as a family, identify some of the expectations and behaviors that govern your family life by answering the 

question, “What are some of the things that make our family life unique?” Celebrate these things about your family life. 

Read today's Gospel, Luke 3:15-16, 21-22. Observe that Jesus' identity as the Beloved Son of the Father governed his 

behaviors, attitudes, and expectations. Recall that at our Baptism we were made children of this same heavenly Father. 

How does this identity as a member of the family of God govern and shape our family life? Conclude in prayer together 

that we will remain faithful to our baptismal identity as children of God and as brothers or sisters of Jesus. Conclude by 

praying together the Lord's Prayer.   ~ From Loyola Press Sunday Connection   

 

 �Baptism is a gift from God. We are baptized in Jesus’ name, and our sins are forgiven. The Holy Spirit comes to us in 

Baptism. We become members of God’s family. God is our Father. We are brothers and sisters in Christ. As members 

of God’s family, we take care of one another and welcome new members. 

 

Renewing Our Baptismal Promises - Today is a good day to remember our own Baptisms.   Do you know the 

date of your Baptism? Do you know where you were Baptized? Who was present? Who are your godparents? And, most 

importantly, what does your Baptism mean to you? As you reflect on your Baptism, pray the Renewal of Baptismal 

Promises with your family today. A parent can lead this prayer. Family members may bless themselves with holy water 

after renewing their baptismal promises. 

 

Do you reject Satan?  I do.  And all his works?  I do.  And all his empty promises?   I do. 

Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth?   I do. 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was born of the Virgin Mary was crucified, died, and was 

buried, rose from the dead, and is now seated at the right hand of the Father?   I do. 

Do you believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and life everlasting?  I do. 

God, the all-powerful Father of our Lord Jesus Christ has given us a new birth by water and the Holy Spirit, and 

forgiven all our sins. May he also keep us faithful to our Lord Jesus Christ for ever and ever.   Amen.  

 

2022 Catholic Appointment Calendars – Donated in memory of the deceased of our parish by the George C. 

Lima Funeral Home.  We ask you to take a calendar home with you when you leave the church this weekend.  

 

January copies of “The Word Among Us” are in the sacristy.  Please ask Father for one to take home. 
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2022 Calendar of Moveable Feasts 

Ash Wednesday, March 2 

Palm Sunday, April 10 

Easter Sunday, April 17 

Pentecost Sunday, June 5 

Trinity Sunday, June 12 (We are going to 

celebrate the Feast of the United Brotherhood of 

the Holy Spirit & Holy Trinity) 

Feast of Santo Cristo, Sunday June 19 

 

Calendário de Festas Móveis para 2022 

Quarta-feira de Cinzas, 2 de Março 

Domingo de Ramos, 10 de Abril 

Domingo de Páscoa, 17 de Abril 

Domingo de Pentecostes, 5 de Junho 

Domingo da Festa da Santíssima Trindade, 

12 de Junho (Vamos celebrar a Festa da 

Irmandade Unida do Espírito Santo e da 

Santíssima Trindade, domingo) 

Festa do Senhor Santo Cristo 

domingo, 19 de Junho 

Looking Back and Giving Thanks 

As we turn with hope to the New Year we would be remiss if we did not look back at the past year and acknowledge the 

gifts we have received.  We want to thank the parish committees for all of their prayers, dedication and hard work. 

Without the funds generated by these various committees, the Parish would be hard pressed to meet its day to day 

operating expenses.   

United Brotherhood of the Holy Spirit and Holy Trinity $ 78,000 

 Santo Cristo Committee $ 90,000            25 Week Club $ 5,000 

Não poderiamos deixar de agradecer e de reconhecer a dedicação o trabalho e o empenho das várias comissões de 

angariação de fundos para a nossa paróquia, através das ofertas que fizeram ao longo do ano.  Sem os montantes 

angariados por estas comissões, a paróquia estaria em apuros para conseguir fazer frente às despesas correntes.   

 

* Thank you to all those who helped us prepare and decorate the church for Christmas and to everyone who 

donated Christmas flower envelopes. 

* Thank you to all who help out “Behind the Scenes” – those unsung heroes who help out week in and week out. 

* Obrigado a todos os que ajudaram à preparação e decoração da igreja e a todos os que ofereceram donativos para 

as flores do Natal. 

* Obrigado a todos aqueles que ajudaram “Por detrás dos Panos” e que silenciosa e discretamente ajudam semana 

após semana. 
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Diocese of Providence Respect Life January Events  

 

Our Lady of Guadalupe Image – Beginning on January 7 the Visitation Image of Our 

Lady of Guadalupe will be traveling around the state of Rhode Island.  View the complete 

schedule at dioceseofprovidence.org/life-and-family-respect-life.   

 

The Annual Respect for Life Mass will be celebrated on Saturday, January 15 at 9AM 

in the Cathedral of SS. Peter & Paul in Providence.   

 

Annual March for Life Bus Trip to DC will leave Providence on Thursday, January 20 for the March for Life 

Mass/Rally on Friday, January 21. Registration deadline is January 14, 2022.  For more information and to reserve a 

seat on the bus, contact the Respect for Life Office, 278-2518 or email: LCooley@dioceseofprovidence.org. 
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May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed,  

through the mercy of God, rest in peace.    
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2022 Mass Book is Open - The Mass book for 2022 is 

open to record Mass intentions TUESDAYS thru 

FRIDAYS (not on Mondays).  

Livro de missa está aberto - Você  podem marcar 

Missas para 2022 pelas suas intenções das terça-feira 

às sextas-feiras (não Segundas)   
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Stewardship – Time, Talent & Treasure 

 

Weekly Budget, December 26 - $4,050.00 

E-Giving, December 26 - $456.39 

Christmas Collection - $5,847.00 

Christmas Flowers - $2,581.00 

Retirement Fund for Religious - $462.00 

 

Thank you!     Obrigado! 

 

We have Electronic giving available at St. Elizabeth’s.  Please visit 

the church website, www.saintelizabethchurch.net, and click on 

myEoffering.  Or you could set us up on your electronic bill pay with 

your bank (ACH).  Either way, we thank you for your continued 

support!        

 

Grateful for God’s Providence 

Goal        $ 340,278 

Amount Pledged         172,370 

% of Goal            51% 

% of Registered Family participation 4% 

Thank you to everyone who has participated in this 

Diocesan campaign.  A reminder that we receive 40% of 

every dollar paid.  To date we have received $41,972 of 

our parish share. 

 

Bishop Thomas J. Tobin will be joining us next 

Sunday, January 16, for a pastoral visit.  He will be 

the main celebrant at the 10:30AM Mass.  Please tell 

your family and friends because it is a privilege to 

have a Bishop come out to visit a parish and be sure to 

not miss Mass next weekend (even though the 

following Monday is a holiday ☺ ) 

 

Wondering what to do?  Pregnant and alone?  

You Have Options! 

FREE: Pregnancy testing, Ultra Sounds,  

Confidential counseling, Compassionate care 

  Mother of Life Pregnancy  Center  

24/7 Hotline  401-421-0820, www.motheroflife.org  

  

4th of July Button Contest 

Once again the Bristol 4th of July Committee is holding 

their annual Souvenir Commemorative Button 

Contest.   The contest is open to all students, who are 

Bristol resident, in Grades K-12.  The entry deadline is 

January 22.  Cash Prizes will be awarded if your button is 

chosen.  Entry forms are available at 

Rogers Free Library, 136 Printing, 

Bristol Town Hall and their website 

www.fourthofjulybristolri.com 

   

 

In the event of inclement weather, please check 

http://www.ribroadcasters.com/news_and_events/closin

gs_delays/ and your local television stations for 

cancellations.       
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George C. Lima, Funeral Director      George C. Lima, Jr., Funeral Director 
lima@limafh.com   www.limafh.com

Certified Public Accountants 
Business Consultants

David Oliveira, CPA, MBA
401-434-7400 

Nós falamos Português
83 South Rose St. Ste 2, East Providence, RI 02914

The Cove: Skilled Nursing | Short-Term Rehabilitation
The Willows: Assisted Living | Adult Day Health

54 Barker Avenue • Warren RI
401-245-9100 • GraceBarkerHealth.com

“When you care about the care” 

®

Gil Almeida

Tel: 253-9975
245 Franklin St., Bristol, RI

GILBERT’S 
     AUTO SERVICE

AZOREAN 
BUTCHER SHOP
TALHO AÇOREANO

529 Wood Street
Bristol, RI 02809

401-253-7724
Portuguese Imports • Homemade Chouriço

Caçoila • Blade Meat • Frozen Fish
-Gift Certificates Available-

CARDOSO TRAVEL AGENCY
2400 Pawtucket Ave.,  East Providence, RI 02914

401-421-0111
cardosotravel@aol.com

GOOD PRICES • GOOD SERVICE • GOOD REPUTATION
Individual & Group Travel
National and International

CRUISES • AIRLINE TKTS • TOURS • HONEYMOONS
CARDOSOTRAVEL.COM

HOWLETT LAW, INC.
PROBATE  FAMILY LAW  ESTATE PLANNING

681 HOPE STREET • BRISTOL, RI
www.HowlettLawOffices.com

401-253-0100

Smith Funeral & Memorial Services
Only Funeral Home in Bristol County with Our Own Crematory

	 8 Schoolhouse Road, Warren, RI
	 401-245-4999
	 www.wjsmithfh.com
	 Director: Catherine A. Tattrie Lic. #1109 

Linda Baker Real Estate Agent

CELL  401-408-2633
“Daughter of Lionel J. Carreiro”
“A filha de Lionel Carreiro vende casas !!”

Portuguese Translator Available  |  Selling Buying Renting

3948 Main Rd, Tiverton, RI 
www.tlholland.com 

Contact Jan Thivierge to place  
an ad today! jthivierge@4LPi.com  

or 800-888-4574 x6408

	Small jobs welcome	 (401) 253-2476	  
M&M
GENERAL CONTRACTOR’S, INC.

www.mm-gc.com 
mmgc@cox.net

For all your remodeling needs from rough to finish
IN ONE CALL - WE CAN DO IT ALL

New Construction • Bathrooms • Painting • Sheds • Decks
Kitchens • Floors • Additions • Screen Houses • Doors & Windows

EMMANUEL PIMENTEL

CATHERINE SOUSA
Let me help you navigate this unprecedented market

Re/Max River’s Edge
Bristol, RI

Your local Real 
Estate Expert

(401) 474-8306

CALL US TODAY!   
Owners Paul & Lisa Miranda
401-632-6188
paul.miranda@housemaster.com  
housemaster.com

We clean Gutters! 
We would love to clean yours.

NOW BOOKING EXTERIOR  
PAINTING JOBS FOR SPRING 2022

401-258-4654

WAUGH & SONS
EXTERIOR PAINTING  
& REMODELING


