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OUR LADY OF THE VALLEY PARISH, EASTHAMPTON
Prayer for a Pandemic, 

May we who are merely inconvenienced
 Remember those whose lives are at stake.
May we who have no risk factors
 Remember those most vulnerable.
May we who have the luxury of working from home
 Remember those who must choose between 
preserving their health or making their rent.
May we who have the flexibility to care for our children
when their schools close
  Remember those who have no options.
May we who have to cancel our trips
 Remember those that have no safe place to go.
May we who are losing our margin money in the tumult of
the economic market
 Remember those who have no margin at all.
May we who settle in for a quarantine at home
 Remember those who have no home.
As fear grips our country,
 let us choose love.
During this time when we cannot physically wrap our arms
around each other, let us yet find ways to be the loving
embrace of God to our neighbors.
Amen. 
by Cameron Bellm

Cancelled Until Further Notice

AFTERNOON CATHOLIC STUDIES
Tuesday afternoons 1pm  2:30pm

NIGHT TIME CATHOLIC STUDY
The Prophets: Messengers of God’s Mercy
Thursdays 6:30  8pm
REY  All Classes
Small Church Community meetings
REY Easter Egg Hunt Gr. K  4
sponsored by the OLV Women’s Club
RCIA
Coffee Shop
Gorzkie Zale (Bitter Lamentations)
Holy Rosary Sodality Bake Sale

Postponed Until Further Notice

Lenten Penance Service 

K of C Pancake Breakfast


Closed Until Further Notice

Angels Attic


Still Up and Running

Take & Eat Ministry

SATURDAY, MARCH 21
9:00AM Joanne Bogdanski  Lucille Belanger & Family
4:00PM Stephen Kuchyt  Jennifer & Ryan Connell
5:00PM Vespers 
5:30PM Jeanne Lamontagne  Family
SUNDAY, MARCH 22
7:15AM Carol Baldyga Stasz  Her Family
8:30AM Bea Redding  Her Family
11:00AM Gertrude Cote  Frank & Anne Picard 
5:30PM Missa pro populo
MONDAY, MARCH 23
8:00AM Gary Powers  Alan & Alice Zedonis
TUESDAY, MARCH 24
8:00AM  Bertha Lussier  Loving Family
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 25
8:00AM For All those at High Risk for Respiratory 

Distress
5:30PM Terry Brown  RCI Team
THURSDAY, MARCH 26
8:00AM Raymond Lussier  Loving Family
FRIDAY, MARCH 27
8.00AM Susanne Anderson  OLV Staff
6:30PM Stations
SATURDAY, MARCH 28
9:00AM Antoni Marcinowski  Dabek Family
4:00PM Albertine Perron (37th Anniv)  Her Daughter &

Family
5:00PM Vespers 
5:30PM Prentice Wheeler (1st Anniv)  Loving Family
SUNDAY, MARCH 29
7:15AM George Newman (10th Anniv)  Wife & Children
8:30AM Antoni Marcinowski  Family

Readings & Hymns in Polish
11:00AM Missa pro populo
5:30PM Ann Brabant (25th Anniv)  Her Daughter Martha


Intentions

7Day Sanctuary Lamp
Mar. 23  Mar. 29 

7Day Candle at the Statue of Mary
Mar. 23  Mar. 29 

7Day Candle at the Black Madonna
Mar. 23  Mar. 29 Albertine Perron (37th Anniv)  Her 

Daughter & Family
Mar. 23  Mar. 29 Marion Sutra  Her Brother Tony
As of Monday, March, 23 the
office will be closed on Fridays.
Their will be someone in the
office Monday through 
Thursday 9am  3pm.

Please remember Constance Cummings & 
Helen Latka in your prayers. May their
souls and the souls of the faithful departed rest
in peace.

FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT

News about the suspension of all parish activities including Masses came down from the Bishop a week ago
Friday at 3:31 in the afternoon. Suddenly, life became
very complicated. And scary. I’d been busy all day and
had not heard the President declare a state of national
emergency earlier in the day, nor the Governor’s declaration that afternoon. When I saw the email from Bishop
I was confused. His decree seemed to have just come
out of the blue. As I consulted with brother priests and
with folks at the Diocese it become clear to me that
Bishop was not overreacting but was acting with a clear
eyed acceptance that we are dealing with a deadly situation, especially for our elders, and that we must do all
in our power to help mitigate the spread of this contagion. 

Bishop has requested that all public gatherings
in our parishes be suspended thus reducing the ability of
the contagion to spread. This suspension includes public Masses. Now, please note: Bishop did not ban or
cancel the celebration of Masses ± only that the Masses
may not be said publicly, but instead, privately. Fr John,
myself and Fr Ryan Sliwa said an individual, private
Mass for each and every one of the intentions that were
scheduled for last weekend. This past week Fr John
and I have prayed the daily Masses in private for their
published intentions. Be assured, your intentions were
remembered this past weekend, during this past week
and will continue to be remembered as we move into the
future. Votive candles in memory of deceased loved
ones and for special intentions, will be lit in the Church
at Our Lady of Czestochowa, Blessed Mary and before
the Blessed Sacrament as scheduled. We will do all
these things for as long as this emergency lasts. 

Speaking of which, how long will this emergency
last? Well, that’s up to you, me, our families, our friends
and our neighbors and how successful we all are at reducing the spread of this contagion.

We can help reduce spreading the virus by
washing our hands, limiting the number of people we
interact with, maintaining a good distance from other
people (this one should be for us New Englanders) eat
well, drink lots of fluids, get plenty of sleep, self
quarantine if we feel like we’re coming down with something and, finally, by praying... a lot.

Now, up until last Monday afternoon (3/16) I was
going to tell you that the Church would continue to be
open during the day for private prayer as it has always
been since the founding of OLV. However, late Monday
evening we received word, that based on discussions
with environmental consultants as well as Gov. Baker’s
latest decrees, our Bishop had no choice but to order
the closing of all churches and chapels until further notice.

That said, let your family, friends and neighbors
know they can watch the weekend Mass from OLV by
going to our parish website or see it televised on the
public access cable channels in Easthampton, Southampton, Hadley and Hatfield. The various channels and
times when you can watch the Mass are listed on the
parish website. 

Weekend Masses should appear on the Easthampton and
Southampton public access channel 191 by Thursday
afternoons at 3:00pm. We will hold off posting the
Weekend Mass on the parish website until 4:00pm on
Saturdays so it appears at the same time the Lord’s Day
Masses would normally have begun. Remember, always
click the “refresh” button on your browser to assure you are
looking at the most recent edition of the webpage.

Funeral Masses and Committals are permitted;
however, they may only be attended by immediate family
and very close friends. The total number allowed to attend
will be set by local authorities. The times and dates for
these services should not be posted nor published. We
have contacted the local funeral homes to let them know we
are available for funerals and committals.

So... here we are, with our lives turned upside
down, living in a time of contagion. We are annoyed,
scared and confused. Annoyed that the routine of our daily
lives have been disrupted. Scared that we might contract
this contagion. Confused as to what we should do next. So
I wish to leave you with a quote from the famous news
reporter Edward R. Murrow who, in an earlier time of
national peril, reminded his audience how, “...we will not be
driven by fear into an age of unreason, if we dig deep in our
history and our doctrine, and remember we are not
descended from fearful men.” Yes, you and I did not
descend from fearful ancestors. We’ve been through trying
times like this before. Throughout the centuries the Church
has endured plagues, wars and natural disasters. Indeed,
many of us have lived through the HIV/Aids outbreak, the
9/11 terrorist attack, the H1N1 Pandemic of 2009 to name
just a few recent perils. 

For many of us this time of emergency will be a
passing inconvenience. Something to tell our kids and
grandkids about in years to come. However, we must be
mature enough to face the fact that for some of our fellow
parishioners, this will be a severe trial and perhaps even a
mortal blow.

In either case, none of us need go it alone. 

Christian charity requires all of us to reach out to
those around us and make sure none of us faces this
emergency by themselves. In this age of easy
communication, reach out not only to your immediate family
and friends but to your neighbors and fellow parishioners.
Together, united in our faith and in the sure knowledge of
our Saviour Jesus Christ’s love for all of us, we must
encourage each other with assurances of faith so that none
of us forgets that we have been promised nothing less than
eternal life. 

As you care for your family, friends and neighbors...
may God care for you.
Our Lady of the Valley, pray for us.
St. Frances of Rome, pray for us.
All holy men and women, pray for us.

Fr. Doug


Sat. Mar. 21
Sat. Mar. 28

in

Take & Eat at OLV Kitchen
Take & Eat at OLV Kitchen
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(2015, 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019 & 2020) can be 
purchased ($20 ea.) in the Sacristy after Mass or at the 
rectory, Monday  Friday, 8am  3pm.
All proceeds will benefit the Beautification Fund.

Thank you for your generosity
Mar. 14/Mar.15: $ 1,348.00
(includes Electronic Offertory)
Total: $ 1,348.00


To request your annual 2019
contribution statement, please call the

rectory office at 5279778 weekdays between
8am ± 3pm. Note: Catholic Appeal
Contributions will not be on the statement issued from OLV.
●●●●●●
Automatic Offertory Donations 
You have the option to authorize Our Lady of the Valley
Parish to automatically withdraw your offertory and special
collection donations from your checking or savings account
according to your specifications. This can be done through
any area bank or credit union.
Here’s how it works:
●You complete a form which provides us with your
information
●For Offertory Donations, you choose how much you
want to give to your parish weekly or monthly
●If you contribute monthly to Fuel & Energy and/or
Parish Missions, you indicate the amount
●If you contribute annually to parish or diocesan
special collections, you indicate the yearly amount
(funds will not be drawn until the specified date)
●You provide us with your bank name, routing number,
account number, a voided check, email address, and
date you wish to begin
●Your parish staff initiates the withdrawals from your
checking or savings account according to your
instructions
●You receive an email confirmation every time your
account is debited
●This arrangement stays in effect until you notify us to
the contrary
These fund transfer services are provided in conjunction
with our Easthampton Savings Bank parish account and are
free of charge to our parish and free of charge to you.
If you are interested, please contact the Parish Office for
information or an authorization form. This is a very simple
and easy way to keep track of your donations.

The St. Stanislaus Kostka Scholarship Committee wishes to announce that applications
for the next academic year are now available
by contacting the president Joseph E. Zalot at
4135271054. Former members of the Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish who will be in at
least their second year of college in September are eligible for scholarship consideration. The deadline for
filing the completed application form is June 30, 2020. 

●●●●●●

The Greater Easthampton 
St. Patrick’s Parade Committee is pleased to
announce that the 2020 scholarship winner for $600 is
Katie Taylor daughter of Mark and Judy Taylor. She is a
senior at Hampshire Regional HS. Besides her many
achievements, she volunteers for Take and Eat. We are all
so happy for her.
OLV CHURCH IS CLOSED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE
however, priests are available by appointment
Effective Tuesday, March 17, all churches and chapels
in the Diocese of Springfield, including adoration chapels and oratories, are to be closed until further notice. Bishop Rozanski understandsthat this is difficult
news to share but based on input from our environmental consultants and given Gov. Baker's latest decrees
Bishop regrets that he had no choice but to take this
additional truly painful step.
The new directives go on to say that funerals may ONLY
be held and attended byimmediate family and very
close friends, and may not exceed the state mandated
limit of 25 people. Times and dates for these should
NOT be posted nor published.

That all said, Fr. John Gawienowski and Fr. Doug
McGonagle are available to hear confessions. Simply
call the parish number, (413)5279778, to make an appointment.
The priests are also available to give the sacrament of
Anointing of the Sick to people who are critically ill and
at risk of dying. Simply call the parish number and arrange for a priest to come and administer the sacrament.
Scheduled Masses that have intentions are being offered privately by the priests.
St. Frances of Rome, pray for us.
For your convenience, a
handful of bulletins are 
available for pick up on the
porch of the rectory, for those who are unable to 
access a computer to read it online. First come first
serve. One per customer. Thank you!

The Knights of Columbus Council #1116 
will award (2) $500 Scholarships to graduating seniors
who are members of the Parish. Criteria for
consideration will be 80% based on Parish
participation, community service and extracurricular activities and 20% based on academic achievment. The scholarship can be used to off
set costs for any college, trade school or occupational
training. Applications can be obtained in the Parish Office or by emailing Bob Sass at resassjr@aol.com. Applications are due by May 16, 2020. Winners will be announced at the Parish Festival. If you have any questions, please feel free to call Bob Sass at 4132035773.

Gilda Burnett Scholarshipoffered 
to OLV Parishioners: The Women's
Club is offering one $500dollar scholarship for a high school senior who will be
attending college inthe fall and one
$300 scholarship for a student who will
be entering a Catholic High School for the first time next
year.Applications are available at the rectory or can be
accessedon the OLV website www.olveasthampton.org
underWomen's Club. Completed applications and supportingdocuments must be received at the parish rectory
by April 30th  attention Gilda Burnett Scholarship Committee. Thisscholarship opportunity is open only to Our
Lady of theValley parishioners, so all parents, grandparents, andfriends are asked to please encourage eligible
students toapply.

Angel’s Attic Thrift Shop
One Year Anniversary Celebration

Raffles and 
pop up sales
every hour!!


Thursday, April 23 from 
4pm  6pm
Wine & Cheese Event

Saturday, April 25 from
9am  10:30am
Coffee & Donuts


New Liturgical Schedules for EM’s, Lectors and Altar Servers have been mailed.

Robert W. Graham, Director
Providing Pre-Need Funeral Arrangements,
Full Traditional Services & Cremation Services
with Compassion, Dignity and Respect.
www . rwgrahamfuneralhome . com

18 Adams Street,
Easthampton • MA 01027
(413) 527-5321

413.527.2693
www.fleurylumber.com

231 Main Street
Easthampton
David M. Fagnand
fleurylumbercompany@charter.net
dfagnand_fleury@charter.net

The bank of hometown values

Serving Pioneer Valley & The Hilltowns Since 1948

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

bankesb.com | 413.527.4111
Member FDIC | Member DIF

Sales • Repairs • Installation • Spring Repairs
Raynor Garage Doors, Automatic Garage Door Openers
Pre-Hung Interior & Exterior Doors

30 Lyman St., Easthampton
www.raynormass.com • 527-2447
Free Estimates • Visit Our Showroom

JIMMY QUINN

PAINTING & WALLPAPERING
Interior - Exterior
Free Estimates - Fully Insured
30 Years Experience

CALL (413) 330-1158

Bernice F. Lord
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT

Lenten Reflection One of the most valuable
Lenten disciplines involves a resurgence of faithfulness to daily prayer. As we
quiet our mind and heart, we
recover a state of consciousness in which we are once
again aware of being united
with the Holy One. This inward attention enables us
to identify those hidden qualities of goodness that
have gone astray. We learn again who we are, why
we are, and restore what is of most value to our
life.

251 Northampton Street
Suite A • Easthampton

(413) 529-1863
(413) 527-2772

Fax: (413) 527-2562 • blordcpa@yahoo.com
The CPA. Never underestimate The Value.™

CPA

Located in Beautiful
Easthampton, MA
We rent one and two
bedroom apartments
We build and sell homes

5 Campus Lane • Easthampton
downtown behind Big E’s

110 Union St., Easthampton, MA

413-527-2760

www.pinevalleyrealty.net

Our Lady of the Valley, Easthampton, MA

03-0871

super
markets
Trytko’s custom meats
Expanded Service Bakery
11 Union St., Easthampton
527-2125

Boucher~O’ Brien
FUNERAL HOME

7 Pleasant St, Easthampton, MA

413-527-0015

GROOM
BARBERSHOP
Appointments on

groomtonsorialparlor

82 1/2 Cottage Street | Easthampton, MA

CAREY
LAW OFFICE

James F. Carey, Attorney
Kathleen Carey Salvetti, Office Manager

527-0600

Great Oil Prices • Top-Notch Service

Richards Fuel
& Heating Inc.

79 Rear Union Street, Easthampton
Richard Boulanger, Pres.

527-0194

In a Caring, Relaxed Atmosphere

413-203-1919 • 6 Parc Place, Suite C, Southampton
www.litturidental.com

Thomas J O’Brien III
Joseph F Pasternak III
Funeral Directors
Contact Jim Bochiechio to place an ad today!
jbochiechio@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6389

Helping Families with all their
funeral and cremation choices

James E. Clayton, D.M.D.

Boriana Canby, DMD • Geri Kleinman, DMD

Robert D. Boyton, Jr., D.D.S.
Alaina Elrington Kelly, D.D.S.

Sensible Dentistry
A full range of General, Cosmetic Implant, Periodontal and
Extraction Dentistry for all Ages

(413) 584-3741

243 King Street, Suite 112, Northhampton, MA 01060

F: 413-582-0485

www.jclaytondmd.com • 413-584-5199 • Hassle ‘free’ Parking

51 Locust St., Suite 2, Northampton, MA

LIQUORS 44

MITCHELL
FUNERAL HOME

“Catch the Spirit”

HOLYOKE
44 Lincoln Street
413-534-4555

NORTHAMPTON
HADLEY
238 King Street
458-9 Campus Plaza Rt.9
413-586-3007 413-253-9344

www.liquors44.com

“Service is Our Specialty”
6 Campus Lane
Easthampton, MA
413-527-3000

63 Main St.
Florence, MA
413-584-1970

Protecting Catholic
Families Since 1882
Life Insurance • Disability Income Insurance
Long-Term Care • Retirement Annuities

fleurysoutdoorpowerequipment.com
203-5454 • Easthampton, MA
Parishioner

Cell: 413-203-5773 / Office: 413-612-0253 x107 • bob.sass@kofc.org

15 Park St., Easthampton

RYAN IMPORTED
CAR REPAIR
Portable Toilet Rentals
336 Papermill Road, Westfield

Bob Sass | Field Agent

527-0872

Walter B. Mitchell, Dir.
Morgan G. Mitchell, Dir.

rickysportapottys.com
413-562-3800

584-7381

3 Brewster Ct., Northampton

Complete car repair on all
foreign and domestic cars
Diesel and svo

ASE Certified Master
Technician for over 30 yrs
joe ryan - proprietor

Support and protection
for those who need it most.
Elder Law • Mental Health Law
Estate Planning • Guardianships
Michelle T. Sikes, Esq.

413-203-5313

179H Northampton St., Easthampton, MA
www.schmidtandsikes.com

Rigali & Walder
Orthodontists
For Adults & Children

12 Campus Lane, Easthampton, MA • 527-1430
269 Locust St., Northampton, MA • 586-8455
196 North Pleasant St., Amherst, MA • 253-0001

Home Health Care
COMMONWEALTH REGISTRY OF NURSES

Rn’s, Lpn’s, Cna’s/Chha’s
Celebrating 31 Years. 1989-2020
Home Care. Makes Life Easier.
Up to 24 hrs care/ 7 days a week tailored to your needs

Call 413-527-2527
WWW.CRNHOMECARE.COM

Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com

Our Lady of the Valley, Easthampton, MA

03-0871

