
St. Matthew Parish 
19 Dora Lane, Limerick, Maine 04048-3527 

Tel. 207-793-2244  
Website: www.stmatthewlimerick.org 

Email:  StMatthew@portlanddiocese.org 
Diocese of Portland Diocesan website: www.portlanddiocese.org 

We welcome you to the Catholic Community of  
St. Matthew and the celebration of the Eucharist. 

ST. MATTHEW PARISH STAFF: 

 V. Rev. Wilfred Labbe, Pastor 

 Rev. Alex Boucher, Parochial Vicar 

 Deacon Paul Lissandrello, Pastoral Associate 

 Jessica Rice, Lifelong Faith Formation Coordinator 

 Heather Silva, Administrative Assistant 

 Amy Paradis, Parish Music Coordinator 
 

FINANCE COMMISSION: 

 David Fedrizzi 

 Kevin LaFreniere 

 John Wilk 
 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS: 

 George Duranleau, Grand Knight, 793-0263 
 

BIRTHPLACE HELPLINE: 

 Abortion Alternatives/Project Rachel 

 1-800-227-3002 
 

WEEKEND MASSES: 

 Saturday at 4:00 p.m. 

 Sunday at 8:00 and 10:30 a.m. 
 

WEEKDAY MASSES: 

 8:00 a.m. - Monday Prayer Service 

 8:00 a.m. - Tuesday — Friday* 
  *Check weekly bulletin for possible time changes. 
 

LIVE STREAM MASSES: 

 All Masses are live streamed except 10:30 am Sunday 

BAPTISMS: 
 Parents who want to have their child(ren) baptized are 

asked to please call the parish office (793-2244). 
  

WEDDINGS: 
 Anyone planning to get married must call the parish  

office at least SIX MONTHS PRIOR to the proposed  
wedding date.  

 

CONFESSIONS: 
 Saturday at 3:00 p.m.,  
 AND ANYTIME BY APPOINTMENT. 
 

NEW PARISHIONERS: 
 Welcome to St. Matthew Parish.  Please fill out the Par-

ish Membership Form below and drop it in the collec-
tion basket or mail to the parish office. 

 

DOMESTIC ABUSE HOTLINE: 
 324-1802 or 1-800-239-7298 
 

PROTECTING GOD’S CHILDREN: 
 www.portlanddiocese.org/protecting-gods-children 

We joyfully welcome back to the Church any of our brothers and 
sisters who may have been away. 
PARISH MEMBERSHIP: 
Name  ______________________________________________  
Address   ___________________________________________  
City  _______________________________________________  
Zip Code ___________________________________________  
Phone No.___________________________________________  
Email Address________________________________________ 
 Check 
 _____New Registration  _____Updating Info. 
 _____Change of Address  _____Moving out of Parish 



 
 
 
 

MASS INTENTIONS THIS WEEKEND 
 

Saturday 
  4:00 p.m. Todd Roberge by Arthur & Elaine Roberge 
 

Sunday 
  8:00 a.m. Andre Vermette by Steve & Jackie Foglio 
 

10:30 a.m. Intentions of the Parishioners 

 
MASSES FOR THE WEEK 

 

Monday  Miraculous Medal Novena & 
  8:00 a.m. Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament  
 

Tuesday  
  8:00 a.m. Rev. John Clarence St. Cyr by Constance Cote 
 

Wednesday  
  8:00 a.m. Rev. Paul Plante by Constance Cote 
 

Thursday  
  8:00 a.m. Fr. Ernest L’Heureux by Fr. Alex Boucher 
 

Friday   
  8:00 a.m. Rev. John Clarence St. Cyr by Constance Cote 
 
 
 

MASS INTENTIONS NEXT WEEKEND (Dec 19 & 20) 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday 
  4:00 p.m. Dan & Lisa Boucher by John & Paula Wilk  

Sunday 
  8:00 a.m. Nancy Hoffman Leary by Bill & Trish Bola 
 

10:30 a.m. Maurice Lamontagne by The Lamontagne Family 
 
 
 

Readings for the Week of December 13, 2020 
 

Sunday:  Is 61:1-2a, 10-11/Lk 1:46-48, 49-50, 51-54 [Is  
   61:10b]/1 Thes 5:16-24/Jn 1:6-8, 19-28  

Monday:  Nm 24:2-7, 15-17a/Ps 25:4-5ab, 6 and 7bc, 8-9  
   [4]/Mt 21:23-27 

Tuesday:  Zep 3:1-2, 9-13/Ps 34:2-3, 6-7, 17-18, 19 and 23 
   [7a]/Mt 21:28-32 

Wednesday: Is 45:6b-8, 18, 21c-25/Ps 85:9ab and 10, 11-12,  
   13-14 [Is 45:8]/Lk 7:18b-23 

Thursday:  Gn 49:2, 8-10/Ps 72:1-2, 3-4ab, 7-8, 17 [cf. 7]/Mt 
   1:1-17 

Friday:  Jer 23:5-8/Ps 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19 [cf. 7]/Mt 1:18
   -25 

Saturday:  Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a/Ps 71:3-4a, 5-6ab, 16-17 [cf.  
   8]/Lk 1:5-25 

Next Sunday: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16/Ps 89:2-3, 4-5, 27, 29 
   [2a]/Rom 16:25-27/Lk 1:26-38 

 
 

Would you like to have the Sanctuary Lamp burn in the church for 
your loved one?  Contact the office for the weeks that you would like 
reserved..   Donations of $10 for 7 Days and $20 for 14 Days.   
 

Dec 14 — Dec 20th— Dorothy Daigle 
Dec 22nd—Dec 28th—AVAILABLE 
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TODAY IS THE THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT.  THE READINGS BEGIN 
ON PAGE 25 OF THE MISSALETTE. Pastor’s Pondering 

 
 Each Sunday and Solemnity when we attend Mass, we profess our 
beliefs. We stand after the homily and we, with words that are ancient, 
profess our faith. Each component of this prayer begins with the phrase, 
I believe…In other words, each phrase begins with a declaration that, 
although we can not prove what comes next, with the consent of our 
intellect we accept what follows to be true. The entire creed is proclama-
tion of our leap of faith. It expresses in words what we know in our 
hearts to be true even though our heads may not be able to grasp fully 
the grandeur and awesomeness of what we are professing.  
 Often what is held as a belief, as a component of faith, is seen as 
less valuable than what is known by reason. Put another way what is 
provable by science, by empirical evidence is seen as more valuable 
than what is accepted by faith. There has been for years a conflict be-
tween faith and reason. In our day it is evident that reason, intellect, and 
academia are held in much higher esteem that faith. Simply what is 
provable is more important than what is believed. 
 With this in mind it seems more than a bit confusing, as I travel 
through town, to see colorful lawn signs that begin with the phrase, we 
believe. These signs are meant to display the beliefs of those who place 
them on their lawns. They list a number and variety of social and cultur-
al statements that are topic of debate in our communities. These state-
ments deal with issues of discrimination, love, science, and equality. At 
the very least these signs, like most signs, are meant to be thought pro-
voking. But what causes me confusion is that these provable realities are 
being stated as a matter of belief rather than as fact.  They are being 
posited as opinion rather than truth. 
 For those of us who profess week after week the greatness of God, 
the wonder of creation, the redemption gained for us by Jesus Christ, the 
activity of the Holy Spirit in every moment of our lives, what we believe 
illuminates what we know. We believe that God created every person in 
His image and likeness, the light of this belief reveals to us the dignity 
of every single person. We believe that God put on our flesh and became 
one of us to restore that dignity when we had turned away. This belief 
illuminates the reality that there is no place for racism, hate, violence in 
our communities. We believe that the Holy Spirit continues to show us 
the way to holiness and extraordinariness. This belief sheds light on the 
truth that holy love is the way we help one another be the best version of 
ourselves we can be. 
 As Christians we profess faith in God who makes all things good. 
We profess faith in God who is intimately involved in our day to day 
lives. We profess faith in God who is love and who commands us to 
love one another as He loves us. Professing these beliefs reveals, in the 
clear light of truth, that all life matters, that love is more than an emo-
tion, that justice and mercy go hand in hand, that every person has digni-
ty and what diminishes dignity in one of us diminishes it in all of us. 
 All this simply to remind us that what we say we believe should 
impact how we live our lives. Whether we are professing our belief in 
the sovereignty of God or our acceptance of social policy our actions 
must speak as loud as our words. Put simply, if we believe it, it must 
become our reality. Otherwise we are just saying words.  

 

      ~ Fr. Bill 

         

 

 

St. Matthew Church 
 

Saturday:        4:00 PM* 
Sunday:         8:00 AM  

        10:30 AM 

Monday: Prayer serv.     8:00 AM 

Tuesday—Friday:  8:00 AM* 

*Confessions at 3pm 

(Mass schedule subject to priest 
availability.) 

St. Therese Lesieux Parish 
 

 

Saturday:  4:00 PM 
Holy Family, Sanford 

 

Sunday:  7:30 AM 
Notre Dame, Springvale   
   9:00 AM & 11AM 
Holy Family, Sanford 
 

        
MF   7:30 AM Holy Family 
T   6:00 PM Holy Family* 
W         9:00 AM Holy Family 
TH        6:00 PM Holy Family* 

*Adoration & Confession held at 5PM 
Check often for Daily Mass Changes 



Third Sunday of Advent 

HOLY DAY SIGN UP– We are asking that you sign up now for 
Masses for the upcoming Holy Days in order for us to plan.   
Mass in the Church is now FULL.  Right now we only have 
seating in the Hall.  If you have questions, please call the office at 
793-2244.  PLEASE KNOW, ADMITTANCE THE DAY OF 
A HOLY DAY WITHOUT PRIOR RESERVATION WILL 
NOT BE ALLOWED. 
 

Christmas Flower Donation: Envelopes are 

available on the ushers carts in the narthex 
for those who wish to donate to help defray 

the cost of flowers for the church during 

Christmas in memory of a loved one. Online 

givers can also give in a loved ones name. 

 
MEETINGS HAVE BEEN CANCELLED  Please note that 
all meetings and activities have been cancelled during the 
month of December.  This will be reassessed in January. 

 
Our former parishioner, Connie Dwyer has asked that we pass 
along thanks to our parish family, those that have assisted and 
supported her while she lived here.  She is now living back in 
Massachusetts.  We are also sad to say that her husband Jim 
has since passed away.  Our thoughts and prayers go out to 
Connie and her family. 

ST. MATTHEW CHURCH FOOD PANTRY 
 

THE PANTRY SCHEDULE IS AS FOLLOWS: 
 

1st Monday of the month: 6-7pm  
EVERY Tuesday 10am-12pm 

 
 

**Serving residents of Limerick, Newfield, Parsonsfield or parishioners.  
 

St. Matthew Food Pantry is always in need of a few items they have a 
hard time purchasing from Good Shepherd.  Would you be willing to 
donate these items?  A collection container can be found in the Narthex 
under the tables. 
 

Hamburger Helper* Jelly & Jams*  Coffee* 
 

Bread & Eggs are always useful, if you can drop during pantry hours. 
 

*These items we tend to have a shortage of.   
 

THANK YOU IN ADVANCE!! 
 

Plastic & paper bags are needed for the Food Pantry.  You may leave 
them in the narthex in the Food Pantry bin. 

PARISH FINANCES 
Amount needed weekly to operate parish   $     4,200.00 
Offertory 12/6/20        $        848.00 
WeShare 12/1-12/7/20       $     1,426.50 
DECEMBER 2020 OFFERTORY     $     2,274.50 
BELOW NOVEMBER Offertory Goal    $    -1,925.50 
 

This week’s second collection:  Make a difference. “Every dollar makes a 
difference in covering our expenses,” says a Trappist abbot. Hundreds of US reli-
gious communities struggle to provide for aging members because most senior 
Catholic sisters, brothers, and religious order priests served for little pay. Your gift 
to the Retirement Fund for Religious helps these communities bridge the gap, 
offering support for medications, nursing care, and other necessities. Please be 
generous.  

 
 
 

The Food Pantry is in need of volun-
teers.  Would you be interested in vol-
unteering on the first Monday morning 
of each month?  We need help with our 
truck deliveries.  Must be physically 



IN CONNECTION WITH THE PROGRAM “PROTECTING GOD’S CHILDREN” 
 

In the interest of children’s safety, we ask that children not be allowed 
to leave Mass to use the restrooms downstairs, unless they are accom-
panied by an adult. Because we are a public building, doors are required 
to be unlocked, allowing entrance to all.  

December 13, 2020 

Please include the following priests serving in our diocese in your 
daily prayers this week: 

 

Dec 14  V. Rev. Thomas M Murphy/Msgr. Andrew Dubois 
Dec 15  Rev. Alfred Jacques/Rev. Hubert J Paquet 
Dec 16  Msgr. Richard S Sniezyk/Msgr. Charles M Murphy 
Dec 17  Rev. Raymond P Morency/Rev. Paul R Marquis 
Dec 18  Rev. Edward R Clifford/Rev. Bruce M Siket 
Dec 19  Rev. Steven G Cartwright/Rev. Ernest L L’Heureux 
Dec 20  Rev. Dominic O Azagbor OP/Rev. C. James Martel 
 

Heavenly Father, may the Immaculate Virgin prepare our 
priests for the radiant feast of Christmas. 

God gives you a mission.  How will you respond?  Re-
joice in the Spirit who is at work in you. (Isaiah 61:1-
2, 10-11).  If you think God is calling you to be a 
priest, deacon, brother or sister, contact Father Seamus 
Griesbach at (207) 773-6471 or write: sea-
mus.griesbach@portlanddiocese.org 



December 13, 2020 

Saint Matthew Parish 
 

3rd Sunday of Advent 
Did you ever stop and realize that there is no earthly gain that can ever really 
satisfy us? Think of winning the Lotto. On this side of the winning ticket, it’s all 
about the money, the new car, house, vacations, bank accounts, and infinite 
pleasures. The possibility of acquiring all of these earthly securities brings us back 
again and again to the purchase of a ticket. Then, one day we win! Our dreams are 
fulfilled, and happiness is on the horizon. Then one day, we wake up and realize 
that nothing has really changed, and I am not as satisfied as I thought I was or 
would be. I find myself living in my incompleteness and with my profound 
sorrow and grief. I did not find joy. 
Glimpses of joy are possible but not by material means. They are brought to us 
through incredible experiences of connection that bring us face to face with real 
and authentic faith, hope, and love. And, they are glimpses and do not last. The 
moment we find ourselves looking back at them, they are gone, and we find 
ourselves remembering the moment in memory. To carry joy within us is to 
realize that it is not something I create, manufacture or even acquire. It is not able 
to be purchased. It is a gift. My need for joy mirrors my need for eternity, for a 
Creator who has a claim on the very essence of who I am and desires a home 
within me. As C. S. Lewis discovered, joy is a surprise that speaks to my very 
soul and is given as gift by the God who loves me. 
The beauty of Advent is found in discovering the beauty of the gift of joy. God 
has visited his people for no other reason than to show them where and how to 
find joy! All of our human and earthly joy experiences are always only glimpses. 
They never satisfy us, sustain us or fulfill us. It is only God who is the joy of my 
soul. Real, Divine experiences of joy catch us off guard, make us stop and become 
aware, bring a feeling of awe and rightness and have an eternal Otherness about 
them. Nothing created by humans can ever come close to this. We probably will 
not fully realize the truth of all of this until we actually meet God face to face in 
heaven one day. Then, in that sacred moment when our hearts leap for joy we will 
understand what we have been tirelessly searching for all along. Intense gratitude 
will most surely follow. 

©LPi 

Youth Group 
 

6PM in Parish Hall 

Children’s Faith Formation 
 
 
 
 

This Week’s Schedule 
 

Kindergarten:  

In Person 12/13 
 

Sacramental Prep 1: 
Zoom 12/15 

PARENT/CHILD SESSION 
 

Sacramental Prep 2:  
In Person 12/13 

Zoom 12/16 
 

3rd Grade:  
Zoom 12/16 

 

4th/5th Grade:  
Zoom 12/17 

In Person 12/20 



 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com St.Matthew, Limerick, ME 03-0878

In Memory of
Frank R. Carroll
Your friends at Bosal Foam

 L I M E R I C K
 S U P E R M A R K E T

USDA CHOICE & PRIME MEATS
GROCERIES • PRODUCE • DELI

AGENCY LIQUOR STORE

793-4335

Delivery Service
Heating Oil • K1 • Propane • Diesel

Sales • Installation • Service

J.P. CARROLL FUEL CO.
Open 364 Days A Year

150 Washington St., Limerick, Maine
207-793-2331

M-F 6:30-5 • Sat & Sun 8:30-1

247-4959

KASPRZAK INSURANCE
ASSOCIATES, inc.

Auto • Home • Life • Business • Health

ROUTE 5
NORTH WATERBORO, ME 04061

Tel: (207) 929-3550
Fax (207) 929-3536

Robert Lundin, D.M.D.
GENERAL DENTISTRY

Office Hours by Appointment
163 Hollis Rd., P.O. Box 189
Hollis Center, Maine  04042

GIRARD TREE
REMOVAL 

• LIMBING • PRUNING • 55-FOOT TRUCK
• DRIVEWAY PAVING • SEAL COATING

Free Estimates | Fully Insured

Call Bert at 207.590.4340

(207) 324-2112
Morin Steel, Inc.

Service With a Smile!
Steel Warehouse & Supplier

Michael G. Morin P.O. Box 547
Pauline L. Morin   Alfred, ME 04002

Andre J. desVergnes
General ContraCtinG & exCavation, inC.

limeriCk, maine

Home: 207.793.4653 • Cell: 207.651.6540

*SeptiC SyStemS *Site Work *neW HomeS

*tree removal *additionS *FiniSH Work

Quality Work For any oF your ConStruCtion needS

St. Matthew Parish
https://stmatthewlimerick.weshareonline.org

	Cornish	Denture	Center
	Linda	Souliere,	LD
	202	MAPLE	ST
	UNIT	C,	CORNISH	

	625-9227
	Dentures	and	Denture	Repair

   Waterboro Village Pediatrics
“Where compassionate healthcare begins”

43 Sokokis Trail ~ Box 454 • East Waterboro, ME

207-247-6742   ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

 Ann M. Brooks, MD, FAAP
 Keasha D. Marescot, MD, FAAP
 Mary P. Walsh, DO
 Laura Bickford, FNP-BC

 Vickie’s Olde School Gift Shoppe
 52 ELM STREET, LIMERICK, ME

 207-727-0387
 Thursday-Saturday 10am-4pm
 Wednesday and Sunday - by chance
	 (Call	first)

 Thank you for your business.

 vickiesoldeschoolgiftshoppe@roadrunner.com

24/7 Banking with Online and Mobile Banking!

207.324.2285  |  banksis.com
9 locations in Southern Maine and New Hampshire

CARROLL MATERIALS, LLC
RT. 11 Limerick, ME

a family owned business since 1952
• Ready-Mix Concrete • Aggregates (Sand & Gravel)

• Asphalt Products • Paving
Main Office: 793-8615 • Concrete Div.: 793-2742

Asphalt Div.: 793-4434

Plummer’s
Buxton 727-3113 • Limerick 793-2040

Waterboro 247-4397 • Gorham 839-4856
color matching - screen repair - glass cutting

key cutting - propane tank refills

Ace is the place

UPTOWN
AUTO

SALES - SERVICE - DETAILING
 793-4600 Main St., Limerick

Holisitic Care
Close to Home

(207) 247-7388

We offer Acupuncture and Shonishin
Counseling by Jen Madore

813 Main Street, Waterboro
www.pecksfamilyacupuncture.com

Salon & Spa

A New Leaf A FULL 
SERVICE 
SALON

36 Main Street
Hollis Center
298-9022

www.anewleafsalonandspa.com

When it’s time to BUY or SELL your 
real estate...CALL A LOCAL EXPERT!

Smooth, efficient transactions that net you 
more then you expected. 25 years experience! 

Call Mark Floor, Broker 
207-415-6415

marksellsmaine@gmail.com

Contact Mac Economy to place an ad today! 
meconomy@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6442


