
The Parishes of Holy Cross & Blessed Sacrament 

 

Holy Cross Parish       Blessed Sacrament Parish 

                             200 Delaware Avenue                 215 Rebecca Street 

               Olyphant, PA  18447                   Throop, PA  18512 

 

            Phone:  (570) 489-0752                           Phone:  (570) 489-1963 

                             Fax:  (570) 489-0225 

                      Website:  www.holycrossblessedsacrament.org 

                           email:  sphg@verizon.net 

Mission Statement 

As baptized followers of Jesus Christ, guided by the Holy Spirit, we strive to proclaim the Gospel by promoting a welcoming 

community; celebrating the Eucharist and living our faith with charity, peace and justice. 

                      

   Office Hours                     Parish Staff                                         

Monday thru Thursday                                   Pastor:                    

7:30 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.                       Monsignor Michael J. Delaney                                        

Friday 7:30 am—12 Noon                               Deacon John Musyt 

                                                                                        * * Administrative Assistant ** 

                                                                                                **Mrs. Judith Novak**                        

                    

                             Mr. Thomas Pearce              ***  Maintenance  ***                                        Mr. Ed Bush 

                      Mrs. Mary Therese McKane                               ***  Organist  ***                          Mr. Ned Dructor 

 

                          Religious Education      

         Deacon John Musyt                  ***    Director of Religious Education  ***             Mrs. Karen Doyle 

 

        Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 

                                      Bonnie Poklemba 

 

                                  Catholic Schools       

       LaSalle Academy (570)489-2010  Fax (570)489-3887                       Holy Cross High School (570)346-7541 Fax (570)348-1070 

Baptisms 

Parents anticipating the birth of their first child are required to 

attend baptismal instruction.  Baptismal classes are held on the 

first Sunday of every month from 12:00 p.m. until 1:00 p.m.  

We suggest that you attend this session before the birth of your 

child, if possible.  Please contact the Parish Office to register.  

Note: Baptisms cannot be scheduled until all the necessary pa-

perwork is completed.   

 

Confirmation 

Confirmation is administered every two years You must be en-

rolled and participating in the Religious Education Program for 

two years before they are eligible to receive the sacrament. 

 

Marriages 

Congratulations on your approaching marriage!  In order to 

complete the necessary paperwork, couples are asked to contact 

the Parish Office at least 12 months in advance of the proposed 

marriage date.  

 

Anointing of the Sick 

Please contact the Parish Office whenever a member of your 

family has become sick or hospitalized.  Please note, because of 

the government regulations regarding privacy, hospitals cannot 

release information without a patient’s consent. 

   

Monthly Visitation 

Any parishioner who is homebound and wishes to receive the 

Eucharist on a monthly basis is asked to contact the Parish Of-

fice to schedule a visit.   

The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) 

The RCIA begins in October and prepares adults for reception 

into the Church at the Easter Vigil.  The RCIA is for any adult 

non-Catholic who is interested in becoming Catholic and any 

adult who was baptized Catholic and did not receive 

Confirmation.  For more information about the RCIA, please 

call Monsignor Delaney at the Parish Office or 489-0752. 

 

Religious Education and Formation 

Religious education is held for K thru 8

th

 grade.  Classes begin 

in September and conclude in May.  Religious education begins 

with Mass and continues with formal instruction.  Classes are 

held at Holy Cross Parish from 9:20 a.m. until 10:30 a.m.  

Classes are held at Blessed Sacrament Parish from 10:30 a.m. 

until 11:45 a.m.   

 

Reconciliation 

The Sacrament of Penance is celebrated at the following times 

and also by appointment: 

 

Saturdays 3:00 p.m. to 3:45 p.m. Holy Cross  

  4:30  p.m. to 5:15 p.m. Blessed Sacrament 

 

Schedule of Weekend Masses 

Saturday Vigil  4:00 p.m. Holy Cross 

   5:30 p.m. Blessed Sacrament 

 

Sunday   8:00 a.m. Holy Cross 

   9:30 a.m. Blessed Sacrament 

              11:00 a.m. Holy Cross 
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 Date Time 

 

Location 

Intention 

Requested 

Monday 

 7/22 

      8:00 AM 

 

Holy Cross Charles & Anna Misiura 

 

Family 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Tuesday 

7/23 

7:30 AM 

 

Blessed 

Sacrament 

John Nemerovich           Bill Brennan 

 

     

Wednesday 

7/24 

8:00 AM 

 

Holy Cross Zvonik & Blahuta Families Daughter 

 

 

 

   

Thursday 

7/25 

7:30 AM 

 

Blessed 

Sacrament 

Douglas Burns Frank & Peg Savo 

 

 

 

   

Friday 

 7/26 

8:00 AM 

 

Holy Cross Walter Dziedzic Gary & Jeff Walker 

 

 

  

  

Saturday  

7/27 

4:00 PM 

 

Holy Cross    Edward & Shirley Ilnicki Edward & Joanne Ilnicki 

 

5:30 PM 

 Blessed 

Sacrament 

Joseph Matone 

Grandsons Porter & 

Logan 

 

 

 

   

Sunday 

7/28 

8:00 AM 

 

Holy Cross 

M/M John Maslar & 

Deceased Family Members 

M/M Frank Hodorowski 

 

9:30 AM 

 Blessed 

Sacrament 

Joseph “Babe” Kowalko Wife & Brother Ed 

 

     11:00 AM 

 

Holy Cross 

Carl, Edith & Paul 

Messenkeil 

Family 

Memorial /Honor Candles 

The sanctuary candle burning before the tabernacle has 

been donated this week as follows:  

 

Holy Cross Parish – In loving memory of Charles & 

Anna Misiura offered by Family. 

 

Blessed Sacrament Parish – In loving memory of Frank 

& Leonora Yatsko offered by Nellie. 

 

LET ETERNAL REST GRANT UNTO THEM O, 

LORD Please remember in your prayers Ann Lucas, 

William Kulick, Neil Intoccia, Helen Solensky, Marlene 

Thomas, Joan Ehnot, Joy Nemerovich. May Perpetual 

Light Shine Upon Them! 

 

 

Holy Cross $5667.00 

Blessed Sacrament   $2484.00 

                  

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION is held in St. John 

Paul II Chapel at Holy Cross Parish from Monday at 

8:30 AM until Friday at 6:00 PM. If you would like to 

experience a peaceful hour in prayer before the Blessed  

Sacrament, there are open hours: Monday midnight, 

Tuesday 5:00 AM, 1:00 PM & 4:00 PM, 

Wednesday11:00 AM, Thursday 5:00 AM.  Sign up for 

an hour, or for more information please call Eydie at 

570-489-8816. 

 

NEWLY BAPTIZED Congratulations Arlo George 

Crinella son of Christian & Alexandra Crinella who 

was baptized last weekend at Holy Cross Parish. May 

God bless you and your family and may Jesus, the 

Light of the world, always guide and protect you. 
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PROTECTING GOD’S CHILDREN (VIRTUS) 

program is schedulted for Tuesday, September 17, 6 to 

9 PM at All Saints Academy, Scranton. If you are an 

adult employee or volunteer who has direct contact or 

routine interactin with children, please make every 

effort to participate in this training. Please contact 

Heather-Betts@dioceseofscranton.org 

 

14

th

 ANNUAL FAMILY FESTIVAL  

AUGUST 16-17-18 

   All parishioners are kindly asked to pick up their 

Family Festival Tickets and their neighbors, which are 

located at the front entrance of Blessed Sacrament in 

Throop. (If your tickets are not there or you need more 

contact the Parish Office. 

   The Play Wiffle! Youth Event will take place on 

Saturday, August 10 beginning at 10:00 AM on the 

Parish Grounds. The event will kick off Festival Week 

with youth 16 and under welcome to participate. Sign 

up today at the entrances of the Church to get a free 

specially designed t-shirt. We are looking for 

donations: cans of soda, bottled water, and napkins at 

this time. We are also looking for “variety of baskets” 

for our annual raffle. If you can donate a basket call 

Karen Doyle 570-489-2552. If you can contribute to 

our bake sale contact Barbara Long 570-489-8295. 

   The 50/50 raffle tickets purchased before all weekend 

masses will now go into the Grand Prize Drawing that 

will be awarded on Sunday, August 18. (Traditionally 

well over one thousand dollars). 

   A reminder that volunteers of all ages can join us at 

any Family Festival meeting. (Meeting July 31, 6:30 

PM.  

 

 

HOLY CROSS ANNUAL CHICKEN BBQ 

SUNDAY AUGUST 4

TH

 11:30AM – 4PM 

Meetings: July 22, 29-6:30 PM Kelley Hall 

Tickets are $10.00 for a chicken dinner that includes ½ 

chicken, potatoes, green beans, dessert. Tickets are 

$5.00 for a children’s dinner that includes nuggets, 

fries, dessert, and a soda. 

 

DONATIONS FOR CHICKEN BBQ 

We are in need of the following supplies – Baker’s 

Chef’s Clear Frying Oil (35lb) found at Sam’s Club, 

Cases (Cans) of Coke, Diet Coke, 7-Up, Sprite, and Root 

Beer, Heavy Duty Forks and Knives, Dinner Size 

Napkins, Water, 3-Section Dinner Containers. We also 

are in need of theme baskets for our raffle and baked 

goods for the bake sale and dessert for the meals. We are 

also in need of volunteers for the BBQ. Any and all 

donations are appreciated.  

Please have your theme baskets in by July 22 so that they 

can be tagged. Baked goods please bring on Saturday, 

August 3 starting at 12 Noon to Kelley Hall.  

 

A NOTE OF THANKS...A sincere Thank You to all 

Altar & Rosary members that helped to make the Jam, 

slippers and Chrusicki to sell at the Blessed Sacrament 

Parish stand at 2019 Throop Quasquicentennial. A 

special thank you to Diane Gataveskas and Seminarian 

Michael Boris, for also volunteering your time to set 

up, sell and transporting the goods. With all of your 

help our profit was over $1000.00 to benefit our Parish 

making it a great Success. 

 

VET’S GROUP: Active Duty, Reserves, Retired—or 

just served one enlistment period or more…No matter 

whether you served during war time or peace time. 

Please join us as we thank you for your service to our 

country with a free meal and to meet new people. We 

meet every second Tuesday of the month at 5:00 PM at 

the Valley Community Library, 739 River Street, 

Peckville.  Please call 570-489-1765 if you are 

interested in joining, so we can have enough supplies 

for reach month. 

 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO BE PART OF BLESSED 

SACRAMENT PARISH PHOTO HISTORY?  

On the weekend of August 10/11, immediately after 

Masses, we will attempt to take a group photo of all. 

The photos will be included in the upcoming hardcover 

book which will celebrate in photos the rich history of 

Catholicism in the town of Throop. Faith 1895-2020 

The Pictorial History of the Formation of Blessed 

Sacrament Parish Throop, will be available for 

purchase for the upcoming Christmas Season. Orders 

will be taken beginning in September by contacting 

Joseph Butash at 570-489-4515. Short histories of the 

four former parishes have been compiled with the 

assistance of Rosemarie Liesiefsky, Mary Ann and 

Janet Popvich, Al Muto and Sisanne Bake (photos). 

 

CHICKEN BBQ AND MORE- St. John Vianney 

Parish BBQ & 50/50 Raffle at St. Pius X Parish 

Grounds, 3615 SR 106, Clifford Twp., Saturday, 

August 10, Noon to 5 PM. $10 Raffle Ticket: $10 

Chicken Dinner Ticket. Music, Basket Raffle, Bingo, 

Bake Sale, Refreshments. 
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CORNHOLE TOURNAMENT  

TUESDAY JULY 23

RD

 at 6pm 

The tournament is hosted by Mary, Mother of God 

Parish’s Young Adult Ministry Program, and will be on 

the front lawn of their rectory – 316 William St., 

Scranton. Anyone 18 or over is welcome to participate, 

and the cost is $20 per team. All proceeds will be 

donated to St. Joseph’s Festival.  

 

FAST TIMES AT FASTENAL 

COMMUNITY OPEN HOUSE 

Saturday August 10

th

 10am – 2pm. 

The open house will include tours, demonstrations, 

vendors, raffle baskets, a bounce house, prizes, games, 

and a concession stand. All proceeds from this event 

will benefit a local child’s wish through Make-A-Wish 

of Greater Pennsylvania. Any questions or for more 

event details, please contact Chris Chang at  

570-290-4235. 

 

THIS, THAT, AND THE OTHER THING 

RUMMAGE SALE 

Little Sisters of the Poor is currently holding their final 

rummage sale every Thursday through Saturday from 

10am-2pm. The rummage sale is at Holy Family 

Residence, 2500 Adams Ave., Scranton, and will 

conclude on Saturday July 27

th. 

Small furniture, beds, 

comforters, small kitchen items, and all remaining 

items from the convent are for sale. All items must be 

taken on the day of purchase. Delivery is not available. 

For more information/questions, please call  

570-343-4065.  

 

LIVE MANDATED REPORTER TRAINING 

Thursday, September 12, 2019 from 6pm-9pm, at the 

Diocesan Pastoral Center, 330 Wyoming Ave, Scranton 

(formally Bishop Hannon High School). This is limited 

to the first 50 participants and is for those individuals 

who are identified as mandated reporters of child abuse 

but have not yet completed the online training through 

the University of Pittsburg. Please note – this is not a 

VIRTUS training session. For VIRTUS trainings, refer 

to www.dioceseofscranton.org/compliance-

office/victim-assistance-coordinator/virtus/  

 

PRINCE OF PEACE PARISH, OLD FORGE 

TAKE-OUT CHICKEN BBQ 

Sunday August 11

th

 11am-2pm. $10 buys you ½ BBQ 

chicken, corn on the cob, pasta salad, a roll, and dessert. 

All dinners can be picked up in the parking lot of 

Arcaro and Genell’s on Main St. in Old Forge. Call 

Francis at 570-451-0112 by August 1

st

 for tickets. 

Walk-Ins are limited.  

 

SCRANTON DIOCESAN COUNCIL OF 

CATHOLIC WOMEN RETREAT/DAY OF 

REFLECTION 

Wednesday August 7

th

 at The Villa of Our Lady Retreat 

House, 245 Meadowside Road, Mount Pocono from 

8:30am – 3pm. Monsignor Vincent Grimalia, 

Coordinator for Ecumenism and Interfaith Relations, 

will conduct the retreat. The theme of the day-long 

event is “Works of Mercy”, and will include mass, 

confession, private time, and Adoration of the Blessed 

Sacrament. Additionally, a continental breakfast and 

luncheon will be served. All Catholic women are 

invited to attend. Reservation deadline is July 30

th

. The 

cost is $35, and please make checks payable to 

Scranton DCCW. Any additional information/questions 

please contact Helen Oravec 570-489-5231 or Judy 

Poltanis 570-470-1536.    

Send reservation and payment to: 

Helen Oravec 

814 Theresa St. 

Peckville, PA 18452      

 

 

Saint Ann Novena: Novena prayers will be prayed 

following daily and weekend Masses until  July 26 (the 

feast of Sts. Joachim and Ann. Please check the Catholic 

Light for services, Masses and activities provided at the 

Basilica of Saint Ann, 1233 St. Ann Street, Scranton. 
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ST. ANN’S FEAST DAY, JULY 26, there will be a 

mass celebrated in the Polish language at St. Ann’s 

Basilica at 1:30 PM. All are invited to attend. Polish 

hymns will be sung before Mass. If you wish to sing in 

the choir, please come to the choir loft before Mass. 

 

MY PICTURE MISSAL: Thank you to Paul and 

Yvette Wentland for providing our parishes with 120 

plus copies of “My Picture Missal” for our young 

children. They will be placed in various pews in our 

churches for the benefit of our very young children 

sometimes looking to be kept busy during Mass. They 

are to be left in Church for use by our children. Once 

again, many thanks to Paul and Yvette. 

 

BIBLE STUDY AND FAITH SHARING will be held 

on Tuesday, July 23, 1:30 PM, Blessed Sacrament 

Parish Hall. 

 

UP & OVER MIDDLE SCHOOL RETREAT-

SEPTEMBER 27-29: a team building and problem 

solving retreat for middle school students in grades 6, 7, 

8. It’s guaranteed to be a weekend of fun, friendship, 

and faith at the beautiful wooded Camp Orchard Hill in 

Dallas, PA. Participant will spend time outdoors, meet 

new friends & learn how their God-given gifts can be 

used when you work with others as a team! Built into 

the weekend are opportunities to deepen your faith and 

a number of fun activities and events including 

weekend mass, a movie, free time and an outdoor 

obstacle course! Students arrive at 7 PM on Friday, 

September 27 and depart at noon on Sunday, September 

30. Cost for the weekend is $140.00. Register on line at 

Dioceseofscranton.org. For more information call 570-

207-2213. 

 

2019 CATHOLIC CHARISMATIC 

CONFERENCE, AUGUST 2, 3, 4 AT THE 

UNIVERSITY OF SCRANTON 

“Jesus is the Good Shepherd…The One who heals.” 

                                                         Pope Francis 

   The conference includes: inspired speakers, 

contemporary praise and worship, youth and children’s 

tracks, Eucharistic Adoration, healing ministry, Mass 

with Bishop Bambara. 

   Both weekend and day registrations are available. For 

more information please go to 

www.CCRSCRANTON.ORG or call 570-344-2214 or 

e-mail ccrconference@comcast.net 
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THE READINGS 

First Reading: Genesis 18:1-10a 

Abraham entertains three strangers and is promised a 

son. 

 

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 15:2-5 

Those who do justice will live in the presence of the 

Lord. 

 

Second Reading: Colossians 1:24-28 

The mystery hidden from ages past has now been 

revealed in Christ. 

 

Gospel Reading: Luke 10:38-42 

Jesus visits the house of Martha and Mary. 

 

BACKGROUND ON THE GOSPEL READING 

   The story of Jesus in the home of Martha and Mary 

complements the story of the Good Samaritan, which 

immediately precedes it in Luke’s Gospel. Both stories 

are unique to Luke, The story of the Samaritan opens 

with the words “ a certain woman.” The Samaritan is an 

example of how a disciple should see and act. Mary is 

an example of how a disciple should listen. Mary, a 

woman is a marginalized person in society, like the 

Samaritan. Both do what is not expected of them. As a 

woman, Mary would be expected, like Martha, to 

prepare hospitality for a guest. Here again Jesus breaks 

with the social conventions of his time. Just as a 

Samaritan would not be a model for neighborliness, so 

a woman would not sit with the men around the feet of 

a teacher. 

   Both stories exemplify how a disciple is to fulfill the 

dual command which begins chapter 10—love of God 

(Mary) and love of neighbor (the Samaritan). These are 

the two essentials of life in the kingdom. By using the 

examples of a Samaritan and a woman, however, Jesus 

is saying something more. Social codes and boundaries 

were strict in Jesus’ time. Yet to love God with all 

one’s heart and one’s neighbor requires breaking those 

rules. The Kingdom of God is a society without 

distinctions and boundaries between its members. It is a 

society that requires times for seeing and doing and also 

times for listening and learning at the feet of a teacher. 

 

 

 

 


