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Conventual Franciscan Friars
of Our Lady of the Angels Province
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Rev. Mark L. Curesky, OFM Conv. . 1 :' s

o |

-t

Parish Staff:
Jennifer Brecks - Administrative Assistant

Parish Office Telephone:
860-635-5590

Parish Office Fax:
860-635-5591

Office Hours:
Monday-Thursday 9:30am - 1pm
Friday—~Parish Office Closed

Faith Formation Office:
Karen Romegialli - Director
Anne Kaiser - Administrative Assistant

Faith Formation Office: 860-635-5156
Email: sjcffdre@gmail.com

Music Director and Organist:
Michael Mainella

Custodian:
Richard Hughes

Parish Website:
www.saintjohn-cromwell.org
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Saturday, January 1
4:00 Living & deceased of St. John Parish
Sunday, January 2 - The Epiphany of the Lord
7:30 ¥ Harry F. Twiss, 1/b his wife, Theresa

9:30 Living & deceased members of the Iloeje
family , r/b the family
Monday, January 3

The Rosary is prayed before Mass daily at 8:25 a.m.

9:00 w Edward & ®Constance DeMino - in
memory of their 65th wedding anniversary,
1/b their sons John & James
Tuesday, January 4
9:00 T James Geraghty, /b Judy McCain
Wednesday, January S
9:00 1 Francesco (Frank) Briganti, 1/b his family
Thursday, January 6
9:00 % Francesco Sanzo & 1 Vincenzo Cromo, 1/b
Antonio Sanzo
Friday, January 7 - Parish Office Closed
9:00 % Fr. Vincent Lachendro, OFM Conv, r/b
Vickey Hickey
Saturday, January 8 - The Baptism of the Lord
4:00 ¥ Ann (Passamano) Bellobuono (6th month
anniversary) & T Tony Bellobuono (16th anniversary), /b
their niece, Betty Jean, Fred & Rick Terrasi
Sunday, January 9 - The Baptism of the Lord
7:30 1 Dario & Bettina Cecchini, r/b Ron &
Johanne Cecchini
9:30 Physical healing for Veronica Pedemonti,
1/b Jean Roncaioli

St. John Prayer List

+——+ PLEASE PRAY FOR: Sarah Aresti,
"4 John Barry, Anne Bartolotta, Marie
.'1 .,_,,/‘ _"_9 Bedard, RJ Bedard, Bob Byrnie, Maria
P Cabral, Ernie Cantwell, Janice Carlson,
jﬂ-ﬁ({ John Carlson, Melissa Carta, Frank
U7 8l Cartelli, Phyllis Cartelli, Ma Lou
t'./ p" r 6"”!'? ] Conroy, D.F.},] Elisabeth DeMezz?,l Laura
i :(fygﬁ DiDomizio, Maureen Fazzina, Janis
B g Gianni, Amanda Jones, Maria Figueredo,
Omelio Figueredo, Susan Haswell, John Haywood,
Dolores Leightsinger, Jim L., Kelsey M, Susan Martin,
Jasmine Masse, Madeline McDermott, Rob Monnes, Jane
Morello, Wynn Muller, Kelly Nardo, Judy Nocera, Nellie
Nyren, Edmund O’Connell, Barbara O’Keefe, Bill
O’Keefe, P.J., Jack Peterson, Donald Piskura, Raymond,
Marc Revis, Damon Riddle, Daniel Rybczyk, Michael
Salonia, Edward & Joan Siebert, Sue Stender, Jackie T,
John P. Treschitta, Josephine Vallera, Jeremy Wilson &
Rosi Wittman.

Our prayers and heartfelt sympathy
go out to the families of

Edward T. Caffrey, Jr.
brother of Jean Tatro;

Dolores Russo
sister of Mil Branciforte

and

Sebastian Passamano

Please keep them and all our
departed in your prayers

Your Sacrificial Offering

December 19, 2021
Weekly Collection: $4,170.00
Online Giving: $1,110.00
Total: $5,280.00

Christmas Collection
Weekly Collection: $12,290.00
Online Giving: $135.00
Total: $12,425.00

December 26, 2021
Weekly Collection: $2,803.00
Online Giving: $755.00
Total: $3,558.00

Thank you for your sacrificial giving.

Pastor’s Musings

As we welcome a new year, a prevalent custom has been
to make a resolution or resolutions to make changes in
ourselves or in the way we are living.

I would recommend a slightly different approach.
Instead of proposing to make a change or changes, what if
you asked yourself what are you bringing into the new
year. What have you learned from your experiences in
2021?  What wisdom drawn from what you have
experienced in 2021 are you bringing into 20227

Wisdom is gained through the facing of challenges. It is
a strength by which you can meet the challenges of the
new year. Your awareness of this strength can be a source
of peace.

Wisdom is not something you achieve alone. Our faith
challenges us to open our eyes to see how the Spirit of God
is operating within us and plays a part in the wisdom we
draw from our experiences.

You are going into the new year stronger and wiser. You
are not the person who entered the year 2021. You are
going into 2022 with wisdom.

God bless and happy New Year!
Fr Mark



THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD

‘f 'Faith Formation

Office: (860) 635-5156
DRE: Karen Romegialli
E-MAIL: SJICFFDRE@GMAIL.COM
Faith Formation Office Hours
Mon, Tues & Thurs 9:30am - 1:30pm or by appointment

. We wish the following faith formation
“ students: Jenna, Erin, Nolan & Ryan
-]

- birthday blessings as they celebrate their
birthday this week.

Young Adult Mass with Bishop Cote

On Sunday, January 30th, St.
Thomas Aquinas in Storrs is
delighted to host Bishop Michael
Cote for the 4th Annual Diocesan
Young Adult Mass & Reception. All
Young Adults (ages 18 - 39, single
and married) are invited and
encouraged to attend! Young Adults
are welcome to invite friends to join
us! Mass with Bishop Cote will begin at 7:00pm and
following the liturgy there will be a social in the Catholic
Center.

For more information, please contact Liza Roach at
Iroach@norwichdiocese.net or call (860)848-2237 ex. 305.

Open House at St. John Paul 11

Please join us for an open house on
Sunday, January 30th from 12pm to 3
pm at St. John Paul II Catholic School
- 87 South Main Street in Middletown,
CT.

Please note: Face masks are required
while inside the building.

HAPPY NEIM YEAR'

Perpetual Adoration - Divine Mercy Chapel

The Chapel is open to the general public from
7 am to 9 pm and to “committed adorers” with
an access code from 9 pm to 7 am.

If you would like more information or are
interested in becoming a “committed adorer,”
please contact Roger Beliveau at 860-983-
3648 or the Chapel’s email:
ChapelS@frontier.com.

Our Lady Queen of Hope Award

This coming Spring, during the 2022
Virtual Women’s Conference, the
Norwich Diocesan Women’s Conference
Committee will vote on and name the
recipient of the second annual Our Lady
Queen of Hope Award. This award honors
| a woman in the diocese for her vision and

leadership in the Catholic Church. She

displays strong faith, and is committed to
living out Catholic values, displaying leadership, love and
service, and has been a part of successful initiatives that
benefit the Church and has helped to move parish
communities forward. You can nominate a woman of the
Norwich  diocese for this award by visiting
www.norwichdiocese.org  and  downloading  the
nomination form  or  contacting Marianne  at
manicholas@norwichdiocese.net. The deadline for
submission is January 7, 2022.




The Feast of the Epiphany - The Story of
Christmas Continues

It is believed that the Three Wise Men, also known as
Magi or Kings— Melchior, Gaspar (also called Caspar)
and Balthazar — gifted Jesus with gold to signify his status
as King of the Jews, frankincense representing the infant's
identity as the Son of God; and finally, myrrh that touched
upon Jesus' mortality

December 25 is the day we observe the birth of the baby
Jesus in a stable/cave in Bethlehem. The story, however,
does not end there. In many countries, there are a few
Christian traditions that are carried on for 12 days.

The 12-day tradition ends around January 6, which is
known as the feast of the Epiphany. On this day, people
believe that the magi or three wise men or three kings
came to see the new born baby Jesus.

Who were the three wise men and what did they
bring?

The three wise men are identified as Melchior, Gaspar
(also called Caspar) and Balthazar. The first wise man
hailed from Persia while the second and third hailed from
India and Arabia respectively.

Usually, on Christmas day, people depict and understand
that the three wise men/magi/kings came to the stable/cave
in Bethlehem, but by traditional celebrations they visited
him on the 12th day post-Christmas.

Significance of the Epiphany:

The Three Kings Day or Epiphany, is an official
recognition and commemoration of the arrival of the Magi;
hence resulting to be one of oldest holidays in the Christian
calendar. However, Roman Catholics celebrate this special
feast of the Epiphany on January 6. However, this year,
Epiphany is being celebrated on January 2.

Reference to these three wise men/magi/kings is made in
Chapter 2 of the Gospel of Matthew. According to the
Gospel, the wise men/magi/kings had followed a big bright
star that took them to the house where Jesus, Mary and
Joseph were. They then presented Jesus with gifts of gold,
frankincense and myrrh.

Frankincense was a type of incense that was very
expensive. Myrrh was a perfume in olden times and in
ancient Egypt. It was also used in embalming processes. It
would also be used in the oil to anoint kings.

Today we are asked to imitate the Magi. They do not
debate; they set out. They do not stop to look, but enter the
house of Jesus. They do not put themselves at the center,
but bow down before the One who is the center.

Why Is There A Star On Top Of
My Christmas Tree?

There are many different toppers that
people put on the top of their Christmas
trees. Many people display a star on
their Christmas tree.

The gospel of Matthew 2:1-2 says,
“After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in
Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from the east
came to Jerusalem and asked, ‘Where is the one who has
been born king of the Jews? We saw his star in the east
and have come to worship him.””

When the Magi saw the star, they studied the words of the
prophets and understood that the star was announcing the
birth of a king.

Their first stop was in Jerusalem where they checked with
King Herod. Surely, a king would be born in the palace,
surrounded by royalty! King Herod, however, knew
nothing of this new king. Herod spoke to his advisers who
told the King that the prophets declared the baby would be
born in Bethlehem.

Herod passed this information onto the Magi, sending
them on their way to Bethlehem to look for the child.
Herod asked the Magi to let him know when they found
the child so that he might come and pay his respects as
well. In reality, Herod intended to kill the baby. He would
not take any chances that a messiah might have entered the
world who would one day take his throne from him.

Matthew then wrote of the Magi, “After they had heard
the king, they went on their way, and the star they had
seen in the east went ahead of them until it stopped over
the place where the child was. When they saw the star,
they were overjoyed.” (Matthew 2:9-10) The star led the
Magi right to the house where Jesus and His family were.
“They entered the house where the child and his mother,
Mary, were, and they fell down before him and worshiped
him. Then they opened their treasure chests and gave him
gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.” (Matthew 2:11)

Clearly, the Magi understood that this child was no
ordinary Baby. They had been directed to His location by
a supernatural star in the sky. They worshiped Him and
presented gifts provides us with an idea of how important
they understood this Child’s birth to be. When the Magi
were ready to leave, they did not report back to Herod.
God had spoken to them in a dream not to return to
Jerusalem. Instead, they just mounted their camels and
started for home.

After the star guided the Magi to where the Baby was, it
was never referred to again. The star had done its job and
pointed the way to Jesus. Even though this special star
would never be heard from again, Jesus Himself would be
referred to as, “the Light of the World.” Listen to how
John describes Jesus, “The light shines through the
darkness, and the darkness can never extinguish it...The
one who is the true light, who gives light to everyone, was
going to come into the world.” (John 1:5,9).



ST. JOHN CHURCH PARISH POLICIES

Baptism: Parents desiring to have their daughter/son
baptized must be a registered member of the Parish and
need to call the Parish Office to make the necessary
arrangements. If this is their first child, they must
participate in a Baptismal Preparation process prior to the
Baptism.

REGISTERING AS A PARISHIONER:
parishioner, please call the Parish Office.

To register as a

SPONSOR _CERTIFICATES: To obtain a sponsor certificate
from St. John Church for the Sacraments of Baptism or
Confirmation, one must be a registered, active and
supporting member of St. John Church for at least 6
months.

MARRIAGE: Arrangements for a wedding need to be made
in person by the parties of the proposed marriage at least
one year in advance and prior to setting any date.

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING: is given to those who are
seriously ill or about to undergo surgery. Please call the
Parish Office, 860-635-5590 to make arrangements.

Readings for the week of January 2, 2022

“And you, Bethlehem,
land of Judah, are by

L S\
. 3. _* ; ‘no means least among
i Ueth | the rulers of Judah;
. . since from you shall
come a ruler, who is to
shepherd my people
Israel.”
-Mt2:6

Sunday: Is 60:1-6/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13
[cf.11]/Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12

Monday: 1 Jn 3:22—4:6/Ps 2:7bc-8, 10-12a/Mt 4:12-
17,23-25

Tuesday: 1 Jn 4:7-10/Ps 72:1-2, 3-4, 7-8/Mk 6:34-44

Wednesday: 1 Jn 4:11-18/Ps 72:1-2, 10, 12-13/Mk
6:45-52

Thursday: 1 Jn 4:19—5:4/Ps 72:1-2, 14 and 15bc,
17/Lk 4:14-22a

Friday: 1 Jn 5:5-13/Ps 147:12-13, 14-15, 19-20/Lk
5:12-16

Saturday: 1 Jn 5:14-21/Ps 149:1-2, 3-4, 5 and 6a and
9b/Jn 3:22-30

Next Sunday: Is 42:1-4, 6-7/Ps 29:1-2, 3-4, 3, 9-10
[11b]/Acts 10:34-38/Lk 3:15-16, 21-22 or, Is 40:1-5,
9-11/Ps 104:1b-2, 3-4, 24-25, 27-28, 29-30 [1]/Ti
2:11-14; 3:4-7/Lk 3:15-16, 21-22

Owned and operated by the Garafalo Family

Theresa A. Rook
Retirement Community
Tranquil. Quiet. Comfort. Home.
Independent Senior Housing for 55+

[ SUPPORT YOUR |
| LOCAL PARISH. ]| = sz e

ey Now Taking Applications for
% 1 & 2 Bdrm. Units

! I | Professionally Managed by

- | S Barkan Management Company, Inc.

JOBS AVAILABLE
Part-time & Full-time |3 INGTIN eNIls

860.759.3060

Garpet Cleaning - I:rle Restoration
PETESCLEANING.COM

THE LAW OFFICE OF
COURTNEY P. SPENCER, LLC

Special Education Law
Wills, Trusts, Probate
PROTECTING YOUR

FAMILY’S FUTURE
100 Riverview Center, Ste 120 Middletown
860-430-5380

WE'RE HIRING

AD SALES EXECUTIVES
BE YOURSELF. BRING YOUR PASSION.
WORK WITH PURPOSE.

* Paid Training

* 5ome Travel

* Work-Life Balance

* Full-Time with Benefits
* Serve Your Community

- Flexibility, competitive wages and benefits
« Friendly working environment
« Internal programs for Growth Opportunities

Apply at Shoprite.com/careers
or stop in and speak with a manager

L- Contact us at careers@4lpi.com
www.4lpi.com/careers

AVAILABLE FOR A LIMITED TIME!
ADVERTISE HERE NOW!

Lisa Elliott - lelliott@4LPi.com - (800) 477-4574 x6284

Ask us about the
Catholic Funeral Plan

700 MIDDLETOWN AVE.
NORTH HAVEN

203-239-2557
CCACEM.ORG

St. John, Cromwell, CT 03-0934



“Serving Cromwell Since 1969”
506 Main Street, Cromwell

the C/”W% Laneral Flome

860-346-6464

Jay Doourrtie ~ DonNA Doourrrie ~ Heipr ABsorr ~ EDEN HARTMAN

“A Full Service Repair Garage”
HICK’S REPAIR
&% GARAGE, INC.

3250 Main St., Rocky Hill, CT 06067
Mon.-Fri. (Bus. hrs.) 8 am to 6 pm
Frone BOCHSEE-2200
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SPECIALIZING IN: Short Term Rehab
Medical Management
156 Berlin Road, Cromwell

860-635-1010 * www.apple-rehab.com

JOSEPH’S AUTOBODY

Complete Collision Repair Experts

Serving The Middlesex Community
Smce 1 982

% 860-635-3008

133 Sebethe Drive, Cromwell

Serving Middlesex County With
Beauty * Quality « Responsibility
Since 1956

860-346-7405

CT. Lic# 624984 www.TurnerandSonslic.com

Douglas H. Turner

John
“Hayden” Turner
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From And.Dehclous Burgers' A

1 FRIES AND ALL SIDE MENU ITEMS
MADE FROM'SCRATCH|EVERY/DAY/!

43 berlin Rd., Cromwell | 860.740.4117

Assisted Living

We're here for you.

L. Memory Support
covenant ggf living

of CROMWELL

Skilled Care

Rehabilitation Services
(877) 501-4732 ¢ CovlivingCromwell.org

Rose Hill

Funeral Home

Providing compassionate
and caring service.

We welcome you to visit our facility.
PRE-NEED PLANNING AVAILABLE

e s
Rose Hill
Funeral Homes

580 ELM STREET, ROCKY HILL, CT 06067

860-529-3381

www.rosehillfuneralhomes.com

308 Main Street, Cromwell * 860-635-1234 ¢ cromwellenergy.com

Need Care?
We Care.

Franciscan Home Care and

Your trusted, local Hospice Care

heating and cooling A Catholic home health
professionals for
over 30 years. care agency
@e e || 203-238-1441
franciscanhc.org
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IMﬁG.I El' 199 Shunpike Rd.
Cromwell
S "J\':L IDM CAKES Benjamin Salerni
waw magnethatoake.com B Salerni Dojo Kyokushin Sensei/Owner
Bbo.285.0504

— KARATE— -

Teeth Made,
Sharpened
and Polished

8

N+va Dental

Cosmetics - Crowns & Bridgework - Dental Implants
Botox - Pediatric Dentistry - Orthodontics

136 BERLIN ROAD, CROMWELL - 860-358-9040

Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 e Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 e www.4lpi.com

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE
DEPEMDABLE AUTOMATIC DELIVERY

CRT ACCEPTED
COURTEDUS, EXPERIENCED B STATE LICERSED TECHNICIANS
THE BEST VALUE IN HOME HEATING

St. John, Cromwell, CT 03-0934




