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THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD, JANUARY 9, 2022

THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD

After all the people had been baptized and Jesus also
had been baptized and was praying, heaven was
opened and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in
bodily form like a dove. - Lk 3:21-22a
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First Reading: Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and
all people shall see it together; for the mouth of the LORD has
spoken. (40:5)

Psalm: O bless the Lord, my soul. (Ps 104)
Second Reading: He saved us through the bath of rebirth and
renewal by the Holy Spirit. (Ti 3:5)

Gospel: After all the people had been baptized and Jesus also
had been baptized and was praying, heaven was opened and the
Holy Spirit descended upon him In bodily form like a dove. (Lk
3:22)

GOSPEL MEDITATION
The Baptism of the Lord

“We are called to live our baptism every day, as new creatures,
clothed in Christ.”
— Pope Francis

What reference point do you use when making decisions? Many
times, impulse takes control and decisions are made based solely
on emotion and desire. We all know that these types of decisions
can often get us into trouble. When a person has a confident
sense of who they are and a real understanding of what is im-
portant and of value, the likelihood of kneejerk impulsive choices
diminishes. Baptism gives us what we need to make well informed
and purposeful decisions. By this simple gesture, God claims us
as His own and provides us with the identity and purpose we need
to properly live life.

It is tremendously reassuring, when we truly embrace this reve-
lation and realize that we no longer have to wonder about the pur-
pose of our lives or struggle to find our way. The answer of who
we are in God has been given to us. We no longer have to fumble
around, trip over ourselves or walk aimlessly about. Issues sur-
rounding the sacredness of life, the meaning of death, the protec-
tion of those most vulnerable, care for the weak and the poor, of-
fering hospitality to those in search of a home, the purpose and
proper place of work, how to create a just social order, caring for
creation, and understanding our roles as heralds and stewards are
just a few of the wonderful gifts baptism brings. When we make
decisions based on things such as these core Gospel truths we
really act as Christ himself, revealing to others the new creations
that we are. This is how we live our baptism.

It is difficult to walk against the tide. Yet, that is precisely what
baptism calls us to do. Although we are sinners, in need of mercy
and far from perfection we are called to order our life and make
decisions based upon the wisdom and guidance of Almighty God.
He alone is the one who can claim us as His sons and daughters.
Standing up for our principles will not make us popular. But who
ever said Christianity is a popularity contest? Baptism calls us to
stand up for that which goes against the grain of secularism.
Standing in line with other sinners, we have our anchor to steady
us in the tempests of life and God is very pleased. Forge ahead.
There is nothing to fear.

SIGN UP FOR OUR WEEKLY EMAIL
UPDATE BY GOING TO
www.route74catholics.org/email

A Word from Fr. Chwis
“Who is this Christ? Is he like you?”

Perhaps you’ve heard this story, often attributed to the life of St.
Teresa of Calcutta. A sick man asked her this question, as he
marveled at her tireless service to himself and others in the
name of someone named Jesus Christ.

“He is nothing like me,” the saint is said to have answered. “But |
hope | am like him.”

Though the authenticity of this exchange cannot be verified, its
message rings perfectly true: all the value of our stewardship
lies in its relativity to the one in whose name we perform it.

Consider the figure of John the Baptist — a magnificent, tower-
ing character even purely from a literary or historical perspec-
tive. A martyr who fed on wild locusts and boldly spoke truth to
power — a man so great some mistook him for the Messiah.

But why is he great? Because he prepared the way. All his ac-
complishments and escapades mean nothing if they are taken
out of the context of salvation history. He only makes sense
relative to Christ — and this is exactly as he wanted it. “One
worthier than | is coming,” he insists. And because of that humil-
ity and that total embrace of God’s will, he is given one of the
greatest honors in the New Testament — he baptizes the Son of
God.

Let's examine our lives in the light of their relativity to Christ.
How do we prepare the way? When Christ comes to us, what do
we do? How do we leave ourselves open to be actors in God’s
plan?

Gr. Chris Loty

COVID-19 PROTOCOL UPDATE

Due to the on-going rise in COVID-19 in-

11 | fections, effective Monday, December

-5.‘ 13, all indoor places, including houses of

' worship, must require all persons over the

age of 2 (except those unable to medi-

cally tolerate a face covering/mask) to wear a

face covering. Unvaccinated individuals continue to

be responsible for wearing masks under CDC direc-

tives AND socially distancing while attending Mass.

Please use the hand sanitizer located at all

! entrances and windows. Those receiving

wawo | Holy Communion are encouraged to re-

[sanmzeR| cejve communion in the hand. The obliga-

tion to attend Sunday Mass does not apply to

those who are sick or have weakened immune sys-

tems. For up-to-date diocesan, live-streamed Mass-

es, and other information related to the Coronavirus

please visit www.rcdony.ord/covid-19. Thank you
all for your patience.

SHARE THE NEWES...Please take a bulletin to a homebound
friend or neighbor. If someone would like to receive our
weekly bulletin, please contact the parish office, and we’ll
mail it out.

Visit formed.org and enter the parish access code NNFITS for
quality Catholic content.
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Allass Intenfions

MONDAY —JANUARY 10

ST.M. 9:00 AM
Anniversary's: William Wells and Katy Wells by
Jackie

TUESDAY — JANUARY 11

O.L.L. 8:30AM

Henry Roth by Bob & Brenda Flynn

WEDNESDAY — JANUARY 12

O.L.L. 8:30AM
Therese & Rene Vaillancourt by the Fosella &
Vaillancourt families

THURSDAY—JANUARY 13—St. Hilary of Poitiers
ST.M. 9:00 AM
NO MASS/SERVICE

FRIDAY—JANUARY 14
ST.M. 9:00 AM
Eddie Fabola by Richard & Alice Munson

SATURDAY—JANUARY 15
ST.M. 4:30 PM
For the People of the Parish

SUNDAY—JANUARY 16

ST.M. 9:00 AM
Patrick Vigliotti by the Vigliotti family
O.L.L. 11:00 AM

Bill Calmbacher by Our Lady of Lourdes Choir

‘ADOPT’ A STUDENT

Our ‘Adopt” A Student Program is needed now more
than ever. We have never allowed a family to leave
our school for financial reasons despite limited re-
sources. We lost 19 months of fundraising due to the pandemic
and we have needs now more than ever. Any amount is appreciat-
ed and is Tax Deductible
NEEDED ARE:
Thin Spaghetti, Grape Jelly and Ranch Dressing
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WE ARE STILL COLLECTING:
...Pennies for the Playground, Ink Cartridges and return-able
Cans & Bottles. Please leave cans & bottles in the bin next to
the garage. Thank you.
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MEMORIAL CHRISMAS CANDLES WERE REQUESTED FOR:
Lawrence H. Matte by Rosemary

St. Mary’s Sanctuary Light
...will burn for two weeks in memory of Louis LeFevre by
James

THE SANCTUARY CANDLE I S NOW AVAILABLE

ST. MARY'’S COLLECTION

Enve...... 11212022 e $4,435.00
Plate. ... ..o $ 274.00

Total....... $4,709.00
Christmas. ... $4,718.00
1212612027 ... o Total....... $3,966.10

ATTENTION ENVELOPE USERS
The 2021 Giving Tax Statements will be sent out soon.
Those who received Tax Statements last year will auto-
matically receive one this year unless your envelopes
have not been used. If you would like to be put on the
Tax Statement list, please call the rectory office Mon-
day, Tuesday or Wednesday by 2:00 pm.

ST. MARY’S CEMETERY IS CLOSED FOR THE
WINTER MONTHS. PLEASE DO NOT DRIVE
ON THE PROPERTY.

A Point of Interest:
St. Hilary of Poitiers, Bishop and Doctor of the
Church | January 13
Born a pagan, St. Hilary (c. 315 — ¢. 367) studied
philosophy and the meaning of life, eventually making
his way through the bible. He became a convert and
was appointed bishop of Poitiers in 353. Sometimes
referred to as the Hammer of the Arians, St. Hilary
defended the Nicene Creed against a popular heresy,
Arianism. He was exiled to Phrygia for opposing Ro-
man emperor Constantius I, who preferred the heresy which
denies Christ’s divinity. From Phyrgia St. Hilary fought with his
pen, zealously writing against the heresy.
Eventually he was allowed to return to Poitiers, but did so by a
circuitous route, preaching against Arianism all the way. St. Hil-
ary was likely the first writer of hymns in the West, his writings
on the Trinity, Psalms and Gospel of Matthew survive today. St.
Hilary was created Doctor of the Church, a title given to those
who provided important contributions to theology and doctrine,
in 1851 by Pope Pius IX.

OUR ADVERTISER OF THE WEEK
Lake Champlain Coal Co., Inc.
518-499-1212 / 1-800-772-2625
Fuel QOil, Kerosene, Propane, Coal
Diesel Fuel

Call and compare and mention that you saw
Their Ad in our Bulletin

Dear Members of St. Mary's Church Ticonderoga
Merry Christmas

Please receive prayerful greetings. I wish to take this opportunity

to express my sincere gratitude to you all for the many blessings God
has given you. Thanks very much for your prayerful support and for
everything.

It is again another season to give and show our friends and love
ones, who through their generous support we continue responding to
the call of the Lord. Please, be assured of my humble prayers for you
and your family.

My prayer for you is that; as God sent the angel Gabriel to
announce the good news to the Blessed Virgin Mary, may the same
good news be announced to you. Let us continue to ask the Lord to
heal the whole world from this Coronavirus.

Wishing you a blessed and a spirit filled Christmas, good health
and many blessings in the years ahead. Merry Christmas and a Hap-
py new Year!

Yours in Christ,

Fr. Severinus
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:#f’DRAYER REQUESTS

.. for all those who are sick or suffering in any way, especially:

Claire Brown, Thomas Curtis, Marge McNeil, Marie Denno Mur-
ray, Tony Dettori, Art Hatfield, Ryun Grey, Jerry Peeters, Josh
Ross, Katie Ernst, Dominick Osier, Deacon William Lenhart,
Ron Drinkwine, Jen Merriam, Meredith Green, Leo Tringale,
John teRiele, Dick LaBounty, Darby McLaughlin, Earl Barber, Jr.,
Pat Carroll, Jim Guyette, Juli Hall, Charlotte Belden, Wendy
Shaw, Whitney Anderson, Mollie Woods, Pryce Brandt, Sue
Huestis, Mason Charles Carr, Tommy Moore, Mary LaBounty,
Kim Allinger, Tammy Morse, Sarah Diehl McLaughlin, Chris
Ross, Bev Hutchinson, Andrew St. Pierre, Cindy Archibald, Lydia
McLaughlin, Gene Wesley Peter Ross, Rebecca Gallagher,
Joshua Connor, all those in the Nursing Home and those recu-
perating at home.
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THE LORD’S LAUGHTER:

A businessman ordered flowers to be sent to the opening of his
friend’s new branch office. When the businessman got to the
event, he was shocked to see the flowers with the inscription
“Rest in Peace.” He was so outraged that he stopped at the florist
to complain. “It could be worse,” the florist said, “Just think: To-
day someone was buried beneath a floral arrangement with the
inscription ‘Congratulations on Your New Location!”

One Sunday our priest announced he was passing out miniature
crosses made of palm leaves. "Put this cross in the room where
your family argues most," he advised. "When you look at it, the
cross will remind you that God is watching." As | was leaving
church, the woman in front of me walked up to the priest, shook
his hand, and said, "I'll take five."




THE COUNTRY
{|FLORIST & GIFTS

“Flowers for all occasions”

75 Montcalm St. .
Ticonderoga, NY ‘;..#!‘

SUPPORT YOUR
LOCAL PARISH.

e

1-800-762-0766
(518) 585-2264

www.thecountryfloristandgifts.com
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INTERIOR/ EXTERIOR * PAINTING/ STAINING
PRESSURE WASHING

CALL CHAD! 518-415-7729

MEeMBER CHAMBER OF COMMERCE TICONDEROGA

Proud to work my hometown community
PROFESSIONAL PAINTING AT A FAIR PRICE

15% Off With This Ad
COOK & BREITENBACH
LAW OFFICE O P T I C S
Real Estate « Land Use « Zoning of Ticonderoga

Estate Planning « Elder Law 89 Montcalm St.
Wills « Probate « Traffic & Criminal
John C. Breitenbach, Jr. & Juliet C. Cook

23 Father Jogues Place | Ticonderoga, NY
518.585.2881 » www.Ticonderogalaw.com

Ticonderoga
(518) 585-4000
Gift Certificates Available
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ADVERTISE HERE NOW!

Contact Gary Zakrzewski to place an ad today!
gzakrzewski@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6413

ADT-Monitored <t
Home Security

Get 24-Hour Protection
From a Name You Can Trust

® Burglary ® Flood Detection
® Fire Safety ® Carbon Monoxide

AT | pooie™? SafeStreets 1-855-225.4251

St. Mary/Sacred Heart, Ticonderoga, NY 03-0940
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Since 1892 ~ Ticonderoga, NY
518.585.7323

SUPPORT OUR
ADVERTISERS!
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e Service
Air Conditioning, LLC
o Installation “We do whatever it takes.”

Commercial & Residential
Locally Owned & Operated
FREE Estimates!

—< 66288

130 Pine Springs Park, Ticonderoga, N
Call Today! 518-222-7483

Making Dream Vacations
QI.IIL Come True! @

.
[

Office: 518-597-3892
Toll Free: 877-866-1240

Home Health Care
Des{qfwd fvr You

Chore Companions - Elder Care Services - Lifeline

North Country

Home Services
1-800-273-2641

http://www.nchs.net

WE'RE HIRING

BE YOURSELF. BRING YOUR PASSION,

s Work-Life Ba
* Full-Time with Benefits

* Serve Your Cammunity

difnce

#® Paid

* Some Travel

Training
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[Pl Contact us at: careers@4lpi.com | www.4lpi.com/careers

We Matie Warun Fiends!
Lake Champlain Coal Co., Inc
Over 70 years of service

2 Main Street, Whitehall, NY
518-499-1212 / 800-772-2625
Fuel Oil, Kerosene, Propane, Coal, Diesel Fuel

HAMPLAIN
ALLEY
HEATING PLLUMEING &

AR EENTTROING Lre
Electrical Repairs & Installations
Heating = Plumbing
Afr Condifioning » Water Systems
House Openings/Closings

THOONDERODGA, NY

518-585-3600 i|
24 HOUR SERVICE

Geraw’s OK Septic Service
Septic Tanks Cleaned & Installed
Fast & Reliable Service
Delivery of Stone, Sand, Gravel & Topsoil
All Types of Backhoe Work
Portable Restroom Rentals
Electric Rooter Service
Mastercard & Visa Accepted
Bruce L. Geraw, Jr., Owner
P.O. BOX 186, TICONDEROGA, NY 12883
(518) 597-3634

518.227.1323

23 Father Jogues Place
Suite 1, Ticonderoga

Family Owned and Operated

=T EEENX

‘Delivering
warmth from our
family to yours”

(518) 597-3444

ST. MARY’S SCHOOL
,%/;/)/ - n%é%/ﬂ(/ﬂ///
A Memorial Gift
By remembering a loved one with a Gift to the
‘Adopt’-A-Student Program, you and your loved
one will be remembered in the student’s daily
prayers; and you will help an ‘adopted’ student
receive a Catholic Education. Thank you!
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Bob Palandranl Jr
Powerboats er

SNuG HARBOR MARINA, INC.
Sales « Service * Dockage
Storage * Rentals
92 Black Point Rd., Ticonderoga, NY 12883

Tel: 518-585-2628 « Fax: 518-595-9204
www.snugharbormarinainc.com
snughrbr@nycap.rr.com
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CASEY KING

Lic. Real Estate Associate Broker E
CELL 518.321.6110 OFFICE 518.724.5932

caseyking@kw.com ¢ caseykinghomes.com

Download My App: caseykingapp.com

Each Office is Independently Owned & Operated 210676
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\Welcome Back to Mass

Stay connected (o our faith communily no matter where you are
by signing up to get our bulletin delivered straight to your email!

www.ParishesOnline.com

Qdrvood

SKILLED NURSING & LON
SUBACUTE REHAB T
SECURE MEMORY

518-585-6771

101 Adirondack Drive,
Ticonderoga,

c?lderwood'

VILLAGE at TICONDEROGA

ASSISTED LIVING

101 Adirondack Drive, Suite 201
Ticonderoga, NY

518-585-3849

THIS SPACE IS

VAILABLE

16 Montcalm St., T1conderoga NY 12883
(518) 585-6025
Offering a wide selection of
Fine Wines and Spirits
Knowledgeable Friendly Staff M-Sat: 9am-9pm

Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 e Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 e www.4lpi.com  St. Mary/Sacred Heart, Ticonderoga, NY  03-0940



