
HOLY SPIRIT CATHOLIC COMMUNITY 

- SERVING THE PARISHES OF - 

December 30, 2018 

St. Mary 

Our Lady of  the Rosary 

34 North Main Street 

Jewett City CT 06351 

Parish Office (860) 376-2044 

Website: stmaryjc.weconnect.com 

 

Administrative Assistant:  

Sheila Landry, 

saintmary.secretary@yahoo.com 

Cemetery: Sheila Landry, 

860-376-2044 

Knights of Columbus Council #2364 

Meets on 3rd Thursday, for 

information call: 860-376-2627. 

Columbiettes Council #2364, Meets 

on 1st Monday, new members 

welcome, call Maryann Stradczuk at 

860-376-3770. 

 

Prayer line: 860-639-8558  

Email: captain1md@aol.com 

 

St. Catherine of  Siena 

243 Route 164 

Preston, CT 06365 

Parish Rectory Office (860) 887-9966 

Fax: (860) 889-7640 

Office Hours: Tues & Thurs 9 am-2pm 

 

Secretary:  Karen Guertin, 

stcatherine.secretary@yahoo.com 

 

Our Lady of Good Counsel Guild. 

All women of the parish are invited  

to join us. For information, please  

call the rectory. 

SS. Thomas and Anne 

61 Preston City Road 

Voluntown, CT 06384 

Parish Office (860) 376-8352 

Office Hours:  Mon. 8am-2pm 

  

Website: stthomasvoluntown.org 

Secretary: Jaymie Macko, 

stthomasvoluntown@yahoo.com 

Director of Religious Education: 

Cathy Becotte, 

dre@stthomasvoluntown.org  

Cemetery :  

Sheila Landry: 860-376-2044 

Legion of Mary: Lynn Crider 

Sacraments 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: 

3:00-3:45 pm Saturday at St. Mary 

3:30-4:00 pm Saturday at St. Catherine 

6:30 pm Thursday at SS. Thomas & Anne 

Or By Appointment 

 

Baptism: During or after weekend Masses or by 

appointment. Mandatory instruction prior to Baptism. 

Please call the Rectories for information. 

Matrimony: Please call the rectories and make 

arrangements one year in advance. 

Visitation of Sick & Homebound Communion, 

Anointing of the Sick: Please call the rectories. 

Pastoral Leadership 

 

Pastor: Very Rev. Ted Tumicki 

Parochial Vicar Rev. Steve Gulino 

Deacon Paul R. Baillargeon 

Deacon Bryan Jones 

Music Director Howard Drye 

Buildings & Grounds  Carl Brown:  860-334-0135 



TRI-PARISH COMMUNITY NEWS 

Dear Parishioners, 

 

 Here is an update on some of the maintenance issues and projects that we have been working on.   

•A few weeks ago, I indicated that the cemetery roads at Saint Mary Cemetery on Route 12 in Lisbon were repaved.  

During the annual insurance inspection in the Fall, two sections of road were cited as in need of repair.  The 

pavement company offered to not simply repair the roads but to replace them.  We took them up on their offer.  

The new paved road is a donation. 

•Also, the pavement company repaired two potholes in the driveway entrance at Saint Catherine Church in Preston.  

Those repairs were also a donation. 

•Several aging emergency light fixtures have been replaced throughout the three parish campuses. 

•The lightning rod on Saint Mary Church has been reconnected to the ground rod. 

•A hotter-than-normal circuit breaker was replaced in Saint Catherine Rectory.  The inspector has a meter to 

measure the temperature in circuit breakers.  If the temperature is too hot, it can cause a fire.  Thus, replacing the 

breaker is a preventive measure. 

•The crank hardware on a window was replaced in Saint Catherine Rectory.  More window hardware will have to be 

repaired or replaced in the not-too-near future. 

•A boiler room light fixture was also repaired in Saint Catherine Church. 

•Additional installation of emergency lighting has occurred. 

•A door latch assembly has been installed on a stairwell door in Saint Mary Parish Center.  This replaces one that 

was broken. One entry push bar was added to a stairway entrance door per the Fire Marshal’s request. 

•Lighting outlets in St. Mary Church for the Christmas candles have been installed to remove the multiple extension 

cords per the Fire Marshal’s review. 

•Programmable thermostats have been installed in Saint Catherine Church and Rectory. 

•The ceiling fans and lighting in Saints Thomas & Anne Church have been repaired and changed over to LED for 

more efficiency 

•Several trees and brush have been removed at St. Mary School, St. Anne Church, and St. Catherine Rectory. 

•Annual inspections of fire alarms and extinguishers and emergency lighting has been completed by outside 

officials. 

•Annual maintenance and state inspector checks of boilers have been done for 7 oil hot water boilers, 3 furnaces, 

and 6 hot water heaters. 

•The kitchen in Saint Catherine Church Hall is in the process of being cleaned.  A number of old and expired items 

(such as sugar packets from 2001) have been thrown out.  

 The next large item to be addressed will be the rebuilding of the rectory meeting room in Preston.  A pipe 

broke in the meeting room restroom last August, and with the heat and extreme humidity in the basement, mold not 

only grew but flourished.  Since it has had several drier months to dry out, we will be rebuilding, which involves 

installing a new suspended ceiling, new sheetrock, and new flooring.  We will not be installing carpeting.  The good 

news is that all but the first $1,000 is covered by insurance.  While this is going on, we will also be installing a new 

“heat-pump” hot-water heater.  Not only will it be new (to replace an older model), it will be more efficient, and it 

will function as a de-humidifier (which is desperately needed in the basement).  The drawback to the new hot water 

heater is that the cost will not be covered by insurance; however, since it will function as a de-humidifier and be new 

and more efficient, it makes more sense to install it now. 

 In addition to the above, we are also researching options for other items that surfaced during the annual 

inspection, including: 

•Replacing wrinkled carpets, which are trip hazards, in Saint Mary Rectory and in Saint Catherine Rectory.  St. 

Catherine’s rectory carpet is presently being “patched” with tape in several areas; 

•Replacing the wood retaining wall by Saint Mary Church Hall Entrance; 

•Replacing/repairing the sidewalks at Saints Thomas and Anne Church and Rectory; 

•Replacing worn-out carpets and mats at St. Mary Rectory and Food Pantry; and 

•Replacing the garage door floor plates at Saint Mary Rectory. 



TRI-PARISH COMMUNITY NEWS 

You’re Invited 

 

To:     The Epiphany Dinner 

When:  Sunday, January 6, 2019 

Where: St. Mary Church Hall 

     34 North Main Street 

            Jewett City, CT 

Time:   2:00 p.m. 

 

All parishioners are invited. 

The main course will be ham. 

Please bring a side dish or dessert to 

share. 

 

Please RSVP by January 2, 2019 on the 

sign-up sheets at the back of each 

Church. 

 

In addition to these items, we are also researching larger items, including: 

•Re-pointing the front steps at Saint Mary Church; 

•Looking into the cost of air-conditioning at St. Mary Church; 

•Looking into the cost of new pews; 

•In collaboration with the Columbiettes, looking into the cost of creating a handicapped-accessible entrance to  

  St. Mary Church Hall; 

•Looking into the costs of installing telephones, Wi-Fi, and air conditioning in Saint Mary Parish Center for a possible 

tenant; 

•Looking into the cost of replacing the deteriorating Church sidewalk and handicapped ramp at SS. Thomas and 

Anne Church; 

•Looking into the cost of replacing SS. Thomas and Anne Church carpeting; 

•Looking into the cost of repainting the interior of Saint Thomas & Anne Church; 

•Looking into the cost of painting the exteriors of all the buildings at Saints Thomas and Anne campus 

•Looking into the cost of paving the roads at St. Thomas Cemetery; 

•Relocating the  cemetery flag pole from center of grave plots to a more central location as grave lots continue to 

encroach on the space used now in St. Mary Cemetery in Griswold; and 

Looking into the cost of replacing the fences at all the parish cemeteries. 

Why are we looking at some of these things?  To see how much it will actually cost.  Very often, people say we 

cannot afford something without ever looking at a concrete price.  If people don’t know how much something costs, 

how can we say we can’t afford it?  So, we are getting some prices together to see what is affordable.  Plus, actual 

contractor’s estimate prices will help with future planning. 

 Carl has compiled a preliminary “laundry list” of every maintenance item that needs addressing with associated 

cost estimates .  It includes large and small items and everything in between and will have designations of priority 

from high to low.  The list will be published and posted when it is “finalized.”  

 As always, if you have a question or concern about this or any aspect of our parishes, please contact me.   

 

        Sincerely,  

 

        Fr. Ted Tumicki 

Solemnity of  Mary  

the Holy Mother of  God 

Vigils and Masses 

 

 December 31st, 2018 

 4:00pm - Vigil at St. Mary’s 

 4:30pm - Vigil at St. Catherine 

 

 January 1st, 2019 

 9:00am - Mass at Ss. Thomas & Anne 

 11:00am - Mass at St. Mary’s 



Ss. Thomas and anne 

Please remember the sick and needy in your prayers.  We pray for: 

Alex Michael Avery, Lorraine Charron, Sherry Christy, Carol Dugas, Claire Glas,  

Robert Charles Godkin, Raymond Gromko, Abby & Becca (Becotte) Guthrie,  Kathleen Hixson,  

Annadell Jean, Brian Lee, Jim Luckman,  Doty Lyon, Pearl Mitchell, Denise M. Rhinehard,  

Joel Rivera,  Scott Stoveken, Samuel Wakely, and Dorothy Wunderlich. 

Mass Intentions 

 

 

Saturday, December 29th 

5:45 pm   �Louise Waltz, Dorothy Waltz 

                   Req. by Jim & Elma Stoveken 

 

Sunday, December 30th  

9:00 am   �Maurice Proulx 56th Anniversary 

                   Req. by David & Nancy Kiddy 

 

Monday, December 31st Vigil   

4:00 pm   Mass @ St. Mary 

4:30 pm   Mass @ St. Catherine 

  

Tuesday, January 1st Mary, Mother of God 

9:00 am    People of the Parish 

11:00 am  Mass @ St. Mary 

 

Thursday, January 3rd 

6:30 pm     Reconciliation 

 

Friday, January 4th First Friday 

8:00 am    �Charlie Macko 

                 Req. by Hilda Jolin  

8:30 am   Adoration and Benediction     

    

Saturday. January 5th   

5:45 pm     �Edward Jedziniak 

        Req. by family 

 

Sunday, January 6th 

9:00 am    �Arlene Boucher 

                  Req. by John & Bea Delamater 

Parish Support 

 

The offertory amounts for Dec. 22/23 and 

the Christmas collections will be in next 

week’s bulletin, due to the early Holiday 

deadlines. 

 

 

There is no second collection this week.  

 

 

 

 

Our heartfelt thanks to the many  

volunteers and CCD Students who 

cleaned and decorated the Church 

for Christmas, to the Children in the 

Christmas Pageant, to all who  

donated for the Christmas flowers.   

A very special thank you to all who 

bought gifts and gift cards for the 

two families that we adopted for 

Christmas.  The families are most 

grateful for your kindness and  

generosity.    

 

God bless you all in the coming  

New Year! 

 

 

The Sanctuary Lamp is lit   

for  the month of January for 

Bob & blanche Osga. 

 

 

Mary, our Mother, the whole world reveres you as the holiest shrine 

of the living God, for in you the salvation of the world dawned.  The 

Son of God was pleased to take human form from 

you.  You have broken down the wall of hatred, the 

barrier between heaven and earth that was set up by 

humanity’s first disobedience. 

 

In you heaven met earth when Divinity and Humanity 

were joined in one person,  

the God-Man 

 



ST. Mary our lady of the rosary 
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Baptism 

What’s It All About? 

 

One of the many aspects of preparing to 

welcome your child into the world is deeply rooted in 

your faith as a Catholic Christian. 

 

Just as you prepare for the physical birth it is equally 

important to prepare for your child’s entry into the 

faith community through the Sacrament of Baptism. 

 

Once your baby is born things will be a little 

different—you will have a whole new schedule! For 

that reason we encourage you to schedule the baptism 

preparation class through the rectory office during 

your “waiting” time so when the big moment comes 

you and your child will be ready to join the faith 

community. 

 

Formed.org - A Catholic Website 

 

Our Tri-Parish Community has purchased a one year 

subscription to Formed.org. It’s a Catholic website that 

offers e-books, movies, lectures, conferences, and bible 

studies all online. You can view any of the programs at 

anytime on the internet. All you have to do is log in and 

create your own account. There is no charge or fee for 

you to set up your account as the subscription has 

already been paid for. Go to Formed.org, click the box 

“Enter Code” which is HN72BW and create an account. 

 

Divine Mercy 

 

Monday, January 7, at 5:30pm 

 

 

Divine Mercy is prayed in the Chapel in the Parish 

Center. This devotion lasts approximately 30 minutes. 

Offertory December 16 

 

Collection Basket: $2,639.50 

Electronic Giving: $  363.45 

Total Offertory:     $3,002.95 

 

Debt Reduction: $700.97 

 

Immaculate Conception: $401.00 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to the 5th grade Religious Education 

class on a successful service project. 

 

The goal was to make Lilly’s Christmas wish come true 

by collecting 33 cans of cat and dog food. The class 

collected well over 100 cans and bags of food as well as 

treats. This was accomplish with the help and support of 

the other students and parents. Lilly was so happy.  

Well done 5th grade class!!  

Thank you all for your support! 



ST. Catherine of Siena  

Rectory Office Closed: 

 

Monday December 31st 

Tuesday January 1, 2019 

 

Open Thursday January 3rd 

9am-2pm 
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Saturday, December 29th 

4:30pm Anne & Henry Pukallus 

 Req. by Jim & Betty Dubois 

 

Sunday, December 30th 

10:00am All of the volunteers of the parish 

�

Monday December 31st -  
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Tuesday, January 1, 2019 - Mary Mother of God 
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Thursday, January 3rd 

9:00 Mass 

7:00pm AA 

 

Saturday, January 5th 

4:30pm In memory of Evelyn Hammond 

 Req. by Russell & Winnie Fishkin 

 

Sunday, January 6th 

10:00am Mass 

Please remember in your prayers: 

Irene Urban, Ceil Gerber, Eileen Neal,  

Terry Pendergast and Laurel Frank. 

 

May the Lord watch over and  

strengthen them! 

The Ladies Guild Basket Raffle 

 

What a great success 

 

Congratulations to all the 

winners! 

 

A total of $380.00 was raised 

For the Ladies Guild 

 

Thank you to everyone  

New Year’s Prayer 

 

Our Father and our God, as we stand at the beginning of 

the new year we confess our need of Your presence and 

Your guidance as we face the future. 

We each have our hopes and expectations for the year that 

is ahead of us - but You alone know what it holds for us, 

and only You can give us the strength and the wisdom we 

will need to meet its challenges.  So help us to humbly put 

our hands into Your hand, and to trust You and to seek 

Your will for our lives during  

this coming year. 

In the midst of life’s uncertainties in the days ahead, assure 

us of the certainty of Your unchanging love.  In the midst 

of life’s inevitable disappointments and heartaches, help us 

to turn to You for the stability and comfort we will need. 

In the midst of life’s temptations and the pull of our 

stubborn self-will, help us not to lose our way but to have 

the courage to do what is right in Your sight,  

regardless of the cost. 

And in the midst of our daily preoccupations and pursuits, 

open our eyes to the sorrows and injustices of our hurting 

world, and help us to respond with compassion and 

sacrifice to those who are  

friendless and in need. 

May our constant prayer be that of the ancient Psalmist: 

“Teach me, O Lord, to follow your decrees; then I 

will keep them to the end” (Psalm 119:33). 

 

We pray for our nation and its leaders during these 

difficult times, and for all those who are seeking to bring 

peace and justice to our dangerous and troubled world.  

We pray especially for Your protection on all those who 

serve in our armed forces, and we thank You for their 

commitment to defend our freedoms, even at the cost of 

their own lives.  Be with their families also, and assure 

them of Your love and concern for them. 

Bring our divided nation together, and give us a greater 

vision of  what You would have us to be.  Your Word 

reminds us: “Blessed is the nation whose God is the 

Lord” (Psalm 33:12). 



30 N. Main Street, Jewett City, CT
Thomas F. Leffler - Funeral Director/Owner

Visit us at www.lefflerfuneral.com • 860-376-4014

“You’ll never have to 
worry about heavy 

bucket trucks ruining 
your lawn as we use 

the nifty lift with 
lawn friendly tires.” 

Check out our video at:
tazmaniantreedevil.com

Delivering Savings 
You’ll Warm Up To!

860-376-6008
TOM LEE

P.O. Box 687, Jewett City
townandcountrydiscountoilllc.com

#HOD.32

For ALL Your PLUMBING, HEATING,
COOLING, PUMP, and WELL needs dial:

860-859-3533
CURRIE’S

PLUMBING, HEATING
& COOLING INC.

29 Years of Service
Licensed & Insured CT. #303434 & 204570

• Gathering Spaces
• Swimming

• Suites • Weddings

AmericInn Lodge  
& Suites® Griswold
375 Voluntown Road, Griswold
(860) 376-3200
Griswold.CT@AmericInn.com
www.AmericInn.com
(800) 634-3444

Contact Lisa Elliott to place an ad today! 
lelliott@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6284 
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