ST. JOSEPH CHURCH

WATERBURY
Readings for the Week of December 1, 2019
Sunday:

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 1
9:00 A.M. Irene Zemaitaitis
5th Anniversary Remembrance,
By her family
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 8
9:00 A.M. Kazimieras Paliulis
Birthday Remembrance,
By Albina Paliulis and the Healey family
GOSPEL MEDITATION— 1ST SUNDAY

Is 2:1-5/ Ps 122:1-2, 3-4, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9
[cf. 1]/Rom 13:11-14/Mt 24:37-44
Monday:
Is 4:2-6/Ps122:1-2, 3-4b, 4cd-5, 6-7, 8-9
Mt 8:5-11
Tuesday:
Is 11:1-10/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17 [cf. 7]
Lk 10:21-24
Wednesday: Is 25:6-10a/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 [6cd]
Mt 15:29-37
Thursday:
Is 26:1-6/Ps 118: 1 and 8-9. 19-21, 25-27a
[26a]/Mt 7:21, 24-27
Friday:
Is 29:17-24/Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14 [1a]/Mt 9:27-31
Saturday:
Is 30:19-21, 23-26/Ps 147:1-2, 3-4, 5-6
Mt 9:35—10:1, 5a, 6-8
Next Sunday: Is 11:1-10/ Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 19 [cf. 7]
Rom 15:4-9/Mt 3:1-1

OF ADVENT—LUKE 21:25-28, 34-36

Blessed first Sunday in Advent to each of you!
Advent and Lent are the two penitential seasons of
the church year. However, Advent is a season in
anticipation of the birth of Christ in time. Now, what
is meant by "the birth of Christ in time"? Our four
Sundays of Advent are not just Sundays in
preparation for the birth of a child destined to
become the Savior of the nations, but the birth of a
child every day in the hearts of every Christian and
the future return of the second coming in time where
everything will be taken back by our God. In today's
Gospel, for some this reading might strike fear into
their hearts: "...perplexed by the roaring of the sea
and the waves. People will die of fright." Even today,
we hear about doomsday sayers professing the end of
the world on a particular date. To be sure, the end of
the world will come! However, we truly do not know
the time. Only God knows when God will call
everything to return to him. In the final lines of
today's Gospel we are told to "be vigilant at all times
and pray that you have the strength to escape the
tribulations that are imminent." This first Sunday in
the season of Advent is a time for us to joyfully await
the coming of Christ for the first time, at birth; for
the second time, into our ever

Our sympathy to the family of
James Shea—November 4, 2019:
Eternal rest grant unto him O Lord,
and let your perpetual light shine on him forever.

CHRISTMAS MORNING MASSI am pleased to offer a 9:00 a.m. Mass on Christmas
Morning in celebration of our Parish and look forward
to seeing you all.
CHRISTMAS FLOWER ENVELOPES

–We will have an insert of Christmas flowers given
in memory of your loved ones with the December 22nd
bulletin. If you would like your acknowledgement included,
please send in your envelopes now. Thank you. Mary
Yuftczak, Parish Secretary

CHURCH OFFERTORY
NOVEMBER 17, 2019
Weekly: $1,357.00
Capital Campaign for Human Development:
$110.00
The sacrificial offering you provide to our Parish is
your expression of loyalty, love and support. For the
intercession of St. Joseph, I thank you for your
generosity. Fr. Aniello

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Healing Prayer Requests

Jim Damasks, Joseph Z. Kazlauskas, Anna Pakalnis,
James Vaicaitis and George Valaitis
Prayer intentions consist in asking on behalf of another.
It knows no boundaries and extends to one’s enemies.
#2647 p636 CCC “Spiritual Works of Mercy”
#7 “Prayer for the Living and the Dead”
Is there a family member or friend that you would like to
offer a healing prayer? Please contact the OLMC
Rectory at 203-756-8981 or email the secretary at:
officeolmcwtby@aol.com.
JOIN US MONDAY EVENINGS AT 6:00 P.M.
OUR LADY OF MOUNT CARMEL LOWER
CHURCH
FOR
ADORATION
&
BENEDICTION- The renowned Doctor of the
Church, St. Alphonsus Liguori, loved the devotion of daily
visits to the Blessed Sacrament most ardently. He zealously
practiced this devotion and strove to spread it by word and
example. With the glowing love of a Saint, he recommends
this devout practice! “Disengage yourself from relations
with men,” he says, “and henceforth spend daily at least a
half or a quarter of an hour in some church in the presence
of the Blessed Sacrament. Taste and see how sweet is the
Lord. Try it, and you will learn from your own experience
how many graces this will bring you. The time you pass
devoutly before our Eucharistic Lord will prove the most
meritorious for you in this life, and it will be the greatest
consolation for you at the hour of death and all eternity.
Know also that you will probably gain more by praying
fifteen minutes before the Blessed Sacrament than by
all other spiritual exercises of the day.”

Upcoming Church
Events & Activities
COFFEE AND…
We hope you will join us after our Sunday Mass at the
School Gym for Coffee And. All are invited for refreshments
and fellowship.
ADVENT LESSONS & CAROLS—will be held
next Sunday, December 8th at our Church at 2:00 p.m.
This service is meant to help focus our attention on the
meaning of Advent — a time of waiting in anticipation.
Readers are needed for the lessons. Please contact Lillian
Benesevich at 203-756-1379, Joe Faryniarz at 203-755-4202,
Marian Pelletier at 203-263-3392 or Frank Melvin at 203217-1396. All are welcome for this free event!

ADVENT GIVING TREE – We hope you will
participate in this year’s program through Sunday,
December 15th. You may choose from marked gift tags,
which are color-coded for children, women and men. Take a
tag, by a gift, wrap it, place the tag on it, and return to
Church by Sunday, December 15th.
T HE BRO OK L YN NEIG HBO R HO O D
ASSOCIATION will hold its annual Brooklyn
Christmas Tree Lighting on Thursday, December 12th at
6:00 p.m. in front of our Church.
ANNUAL CHRISTMAS EVE KUCIOS
DINNER—Tickets are still available for the traditional
Christmas Eve Kucios dinner at St. Patrick Church Hall
on Sunday, December 15th at 2:00 p.m. Tickets are
$20/person and must be purchased in advance by
December 12th. Tickets will not be available at the
door. Please contact Linas Balsys at (203) 241-3695, Erina
Balsys at (203) 768-7527, or Rasa Dooling at (203) 5580195.
CHRISTMAS WAFERS—Christmas Wafers
(Poltkekes) are available in the vestibule. The cost is $1.00
for a package of 4 white wafers. They will be available
through December 25th or while supplies lasts. This
program is sponsored by the Knights of Lithuania Council
#7.
A THOUGHT FOR THE
1ST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Enjoy Advent — Only a saint could maintain the patience
needed to confront Christmas shopping, Christmas stress, and
Christmas credit card bills. That's too bad because something
else gets overlooked in the rush—and that's Advent. So here
are a few brief ways to enjoy yourself over the next few weeks.
First of all, get to know Advent. This liturgical season is a time
of waiting—something that we all do: we're waiting for some
good news, for a better job, or for our lives to improve. Advent
is a time when we think about waiting for God, so it fits in
perfectly with our natural human longings. “Come, thou long
expected Jesus,” as the hymn goes. Advent is also the time of
beautiful Scripture readings, like those from the Book of Isaiah.
“The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall
rejoice and blossom.” These are readings to give all of us hope!
And Advent is the season for beloved church traditions,
including the Advent Wreath which can easily be translated into
home rituals. Second, cut back on the craziness of Christmas
preparations. Here are just a few suggestions: send cards only
to close friends and family; drop one present per person from
your list; and go only to the most essential holiday gatherings.
Does that sound selfish? It's just the opposite! It will give you
time to spend with those you really love, and more time to
spend in prayer. Maybe Advent is when you can really settle
into your spiritual life, by finding joy in the season and less
stress in Christmas. In short, Advent may be the time that
you've been waiting for! - Fr. James Martin SJ
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Celebrating 155 years of
inspiring all girls to be
Strong, Smart and Bold!
Full year programs for every girl, every day!
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8:30-5:30 M-F, all girls entering grades 1-8.
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Contact Gail Stone to place an ad today!
gstone@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6376

Frank Diaferio Jr.
Frank Diaferio III
The Catholic Cemeteries Association
of the Archdiocese of Hartford, Inc.
It’s Back!
From now till New Years Eve 2019

0%* Financing on all Cemetery Space!

field Wine & Liquor
Fair WINE MASTER
755-0058

296 Fairfield Ave. • Waterbury

INCREDIBLE DISCOUNTS EVERYDAY!

Take advantage of this opportunity to leave your loved ones the
greatest holiday gift ever: Peace of Mind, knowing that all your final
resting place needs have been taken care of. Call our Family Service
Advisors and set up a time to discuss your individual preferences.

Calvary Cemetery, Waterbury
Mt Olivet Cemetery, Watertown
St Francis Cemetery, Torrington

Beer & Wines From All Over The World
“Gift Baskets Made To Order”
Delightful Customer Service

203-754-9105
860-274-4641
860-482-4670

*Offer cannot be combined with any other specials. Pre Need purchases only will receive 0% financing.

For your convenience we now sell Granite Flush Markers
and Monuments at all our locations!
New!! Receive a 5% discount for paying in full on any burial purchase!!
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