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Registra	on:  Family Faith Forma	on�

�

Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish is now prepared to 

offer�with adherence to safety protocols�monthly �

on�site sessions for all families with children of cateche�-

cal age.   This year, two 80�minute sessions covering the 

same material will be offered each month.  Parents may 

choose to a#end either one.  Star�ng dates are as follows:�

�

September 13 �� 10:30 am at Saint Philip�

September 20 �� 9:30 am at Sacred Heart�

�

These sessions will observe any and all guidelines for �

safety and social distancing.  A mask or other approved 

face covering must be worn by everyone at all �mes.  �

Registra�on forms can be picked up at the office or the 

church and are available online at: �

h�ps://ihm�auburn.org/family�faith�forma!on�

Upon request, they can also be mailed or emailed to you.�

�

If you have any ques�ons, please contact Jonnie Clark at 

782�8096 x1202 or jonnie.clark@portlanddiocese.org�

GOSPEL MEDITATION � ENCOURAGE DEEPER �

UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE�

�

September 13, 2020�

24

th

 Sunday in Ordinary Time�

�

What right do we have to limit the amount and degree of 

forgiveness we show to others when we are so desperately 

in need of it ourselves? In not wanting someone who hurt 

us to downplay or forget the gravity of their wrong, we cling 

to anger, resentment, and wrath as a way of maintaining 

control. It is a way to acknowledge and express our deep 

hurt. We fail to realize that in doing so we hold ourselves 

hostage to these destructive feelings and actually become 

mired in the bondage of sin. All we gain is further alienation 

from ourselves, others, and especially God. We are no 

longer free but tethered to all of this unresolved negativity. 

Don’t we really want to let it go? The fact is that we need 

to.�

�

A good self�reflective posture will quickly show us that 

when the shoe is on the other foot and we are the ones in 

need of forgiveness, we desire it above anything else. This 

is especially true with our relationship with God. It is hypo-

critical to want one thing for ourselves and something else 

for another. Yet, many act in precisely this way.�

�

Perhaps we think that in offering forgiveness, even for the 

most grievous of wrongs, somehow excuses the person of 

their wrong and makes it almost acceptable. This is what 

makes revenge, retaliation, and punishment so attractive. 

We see forgiveness as being an eraser that easily wipes 

away the offense without consequence. Or, we may believe 

that in offering forgiveness I must somehow forget the 

wrong and open myself as a victim of even greater possible 

hurts in the future. In fact, forgiving my sister or brother of 

their wrongful actions or attitudes involves none of this. It 

does not erase anything or position me vulnerably as a 

doormat to be walked on. �

�

Forgiveness is an act of freedom that restores honest dia-

logue, shares true, and heartfelt feelings and acknowledg-

es the consequences of an action. It admits that the wrong 

has caused a hurt that must be healed and squarely posi-

tions responsibility on the offender. The act of forgiveness 

recognizes our sinfulness and brokenness. It also admits 

that the most saintly among us is capable of doing very 

grave and deep harm to another person. It sees that we all 

can be victims of our passions and works in progress that 

deserve unlimited chances to get it right. With forgiveness, 

I release myself from the bonds of negativity and pursue a 

path of restoration, wholeness, and healing. I do not forget 

the wrong nor do I dismiss it. Sometimes, we have to stay 

far away from the one who hurt us. But we can still heal 

internally and be free.�

�

For the one who wants to be forgiven and the one who 

needs offer forgiveness, the journey can be an adventure in 

learning what brought us to this place and what is needed 

to move forward. This is exactly how God treats us. Why 

would we not want to do the same for others?�

�
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It’s never too early to ‘Pray for Life.’  As we approach �

Respect Life Sunday on October 4

th

, I’ve placed prayer 

cards on the Narthex tables at Sacred Heart and St. Philip 

and encourage everyone to pick up a card and pray for life 

thanking God for the gift of our lives. The prayer cards are: 

“Prayer to End Abortion” and “Election Prayer for Life.” May 

we commit ourselves to never forget the unborn and pray 

for an end to abortion in the world.  FMI contact Deacon 

Denis, Parish Social Ministry.�



24th Sunday in Ordinary Time, September 13th, 2020�

� September 6� $ 6,650 (basket)�

� � $ 2,731 (online)�

Stewardship Offering�

Give your Gifts Online 

Visit ihm-auburn.weshareonline.org 

     and click Give Online  

 

2.  Select your donation  

     amount and frequency 

 

Enter your account and  

     payment information 

Catholic University of America�

And Special Education Needs�

�

This weekend, the diocese will be taking up 

the National Collection for The Catholic University of 

America.  Located in the heart of the nation’s capital, 

Catholic University offers graduate and undergradu-

ate courses in more than 180 academic programs. 

Your help will support more than 6,000 students who 

are seeking a faith�filled education. Your donation 

will continue to support the Church and to advance its 

work of preparing the next generation of leadership, 

both religious and lay faithful. Please be as generous 

as you can.�

“40 Days for Life” in Portland on �

September 23�November 1�

You can protect mothers and children by joining this 

worldwide mobiliza�on to pray and fast for an end to 

abor�on. The vigil will be held each day from 8 a.m. to 5 

p.m. at Planned Parenthood on 443 Congress Street in 

Portland. To par�cipate:�

call Claudia at (207) 613�5910, �

email 40daysportland@gmail.com, �

website www.40daysforlife.com/Portland�2 or �

Facebook:�

www.facebook.com/fortydaysforlifeportlandme�

Online Workshop “Can You Let Go of a 

Grudge?” on October 17�

�

A free online workshop, “Can You Let Go of a 

Grudge?”, will be offered by the Saint Joseph’s Col-

lege Center for Faith and Spirituality on Saturday, Oc-

tober 17, from 10:30 a.m. to noon. Fr. Frank Desiderio, 

CSP, and author and spiritual teacher, will guide you 

through the steps of letting go and learning how to 

forgive. He has served as a campus minister, pastor, 

parochial vicar, and director of a seminary. He is the 

author of Can You Let Go of a Grudge?: Learn to For-

give and Get on With Your Life (Paulist Press, 2014). �

To reserve your spot, visit�

www.sjcme.edu/event/fall�workshop�can�you�let�go�

of�a�grudge. �

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP � RECOGNIZE GOD IN �

YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS�

�

Should I Stay or Should I Go?�

�

Life is not always easy on us and it can be hard to figure 

out the next step to take in our journey. We can even �

become immobilized by indecisiveness and fear about 

making the wrong move or choosing the incorrect path. I 

think of the song, Should I Stay, or Should I Go, as a man-

tra for many �mes in my life. Should I stay in this house, 

this job, or this car? Should I go here or there? When those 

�mes of decision surface, I usually turn to my wife, my 

friends, or even my children. Talking it out can help, and 

their perspec�ves give me more data to consider. When I 

lean on others to help me make a decision, it helps me 

become more confident in my choices.�

�

Discerning the will of God is not easy either. Rarely do we 

understand God’s calling clearly at first. God’s calling is 

always more easily discerned within a community of faith-

ful disciples. Our stewardship way of life can suffer greatly 

if we refuse to allow others to assist us in the process of 

discernment. What gi@s or talents are needed for the task 

at hand? Where do I fit best into God’s plan? Where is God 

leading me? No one should have to decide the answers to 

these ques�ons alone. We need to always lean on the 

Body of Christ to help us see the path that God has laid 

before us. Without a li#le help along the journey, over 

�me we might find ourselves stuck in the same place 

where we started.�

�

� Tracy Earl Welliver�

�
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Ray Biron, Becky Cote, Normand Roy�

(Names will appear for 1 month then will be removed for 

one week.  Names may them be resubmitted.  Please call 

the parish office to add or remove names)�

Cremation and The Church�

�

Question:�

Can Catholics be cremated?�

�

Answer: As the practice of cremation becomes more and 

more common, it’s important to know what the Church asks 

of families who have chosen this for a loved one who has 

died.�

�

As the US Bishops observe on their website, “Ideally, if a 

family chooses cremation, the cremation would take place 

some time after the Funeral Mass, so that there can be an 

opportunity for the Vigil for the Deceased in the presence 

of the body.” However, if cremation takes places before the 

Funeral Mass, the cremated remains can be present at the 

Funeral Mass and the appendix to the Order of Christian 

Funerals provides adaptations for the texts and rituals that 

are part of the Funeral Mass and the Committal.�

�

The primary concern is that the cremated remains should 

be treated with the same respect given to any human �

remains. The Order of Christian Funerals instructs, “This �

includes the use of a worthy vessel to contain the ashes, the 

manner in which they are carried, and the care and �

attention to appropriate placement and transport, and the 

final disposition. The cremated remains should be buried in 

a grave or entombed in a mausoleum or columbarium. The 

practice of scattering cremated remains on the sea, from 

the air, or on the ground, or keeping cremated remains on 

the home of a relative or friend of the deceased are not the 

reverent disposition that the Church requires” (no. 417).�

�

It is becoming more and more common for parishes or �

diocese�sponsored cemeteries to include columbaria to 

house cremated remains in a way that respects Church 

teaching, allowing family and friends the opportunity to 

honor the remains of the one they have lost with dignity, 

reverence, and care.�

�
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Readings for the Week of September 13, 2020 �

�

Sunday: Sir 27:30�28:7/Ps 103:1�2, 3�4, 9�10, 11�12 [8]/

� Rom 14:7�9/Mt 18:21�35�

Monday: Nm 21:4b�9/Ps 78:1bc�2, 34�35, 36�37, 38 �

� [cf. 7b]/Phil 2:6�11/Jn 3:13�17�

Tuesday: 1 Cor 12:12�14, 27�31a/Ps 31:2 and 3b, 3cd�4, �

� 5�6, 15�16, 20 [17]/Jn 19:25�27 or Lk 2:33�35�

Wednesday: 1 Cor 12:31�13:13/Ps 33:2�3, 4�5, 12 and 

� 22 [12]/Lk 7:31�35�

Thursday: 1 Cor 15:1�11/Ps 118:1b�2, 16ab�17, 28 [1]/�

� Lk 7:36�50�

Friday: 1 Cor 15:12�20/Ps 17:1bcd, 6�7, 8b and 15 [15b]/

� Lk 8:1�3�

Saturday: 1 Cor 15:35�37, 42�49/Ps 56:10c�12, 13�14 [14]/

� Lk 8:4�15�

Next Sunday: Is 55:6�9/Ps 145:2�3, 8�9, 17�18 [18a]/�

� Phil 1:20c�24, 27a/Mt 20:1�16a�

Saturday 9/12� 4:00 pm Sacred Heart�

� Muriel Davis by Leo & Rita Vincent�

Sunday 9/13� 7:30 am Sacred Heart�

� Immaculate Heart of Mary Parishioners� �

� � 9:15 am St. Philip�

� Dorothy Violette by Evan, Ashley & Avery Voilette�

� � �      11:00 am Sacred Heart�

� 1st Anniv. Martha Marsh by Family 

Monday 9/14� � 7:45 am Sacred Heart�

� Janet Turcotte by Diane Dennis �

Tuesday 9/15� � 7:45 am Sacred Heart�

� Sr. Elizabeth Platt by Margaret Pelletier�

Wednesday 9/16� � 7:45 am Sacred Heart�

� Gloria Gowell by Ned & Debbie Fontaine �

Thursday 9/17� � 7:45 am Sacred Heart�

� Michael Turcotte by Mom & Dad �

Friday� 9/18� � �

 NO MASS 

Saturday 9/19� 4:00 pm Sacred Heart�

� The Walter Belisle Family by Rita & Dave Gagnon�

Sunday 9/20� 7:30 am Sacred Heart�

� Immaculate Heart of Mary Parishioners� �

� � 9:15 am St. Philip�

� Annie & James Hanson by Tom & Claire Hanson�

� � �      11:00 am Sacred Heart�

� Norm Cote by Pam & Mark Vaillancourt 

  

MASS Intentions 



Your Agency
on Aging

8 Falcon Road, Lewiston
207-795-4010

www.seniorsplus.org
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Courtesy, Quality & Service...
A winning combination since 1939 

AUBURN
229 Center Street • 786-3333

Taylor Brook Mall, Minot Avenue
783-1111

www.samsitalian.com

PIZZA • PASTA
SUBS

712 Main Street, Route 26, Oxford, ME
PH: 207-539-9930

FAX: 207-539-9938
INFO@BUYTHEFIRE.COM

WWW.BUYTHEFIRE.COM

Novus Gas Fireplace
Starting at $1,548

The Novus is everything you need
 to provide your
 family and friends the
 comfort which has 
 made it the
 best-selling 
 gas fireplace
 of all time.

WE’LL ORGANIZE YOUR MEDS
ASK US ABOUT MEDBOOK

The Fortin Group
70 Horton Street, Lewiston, ME 

04240

207-784-4584

Aube’s
Home Improvement
ROOF REPLACEMENT & REPAIRS

CARPENTRY
EXTERIOR & INTERIOR PAINTING

SIDING • FREE ESTIMATES
Jim Aube, Owner

Fully Insured • References
10% Senior Discount

207-784-9948 • Cell 212-6309

ROY’S
FOODLAND

Proudly serving
the Parish Community

since 1959
70 Broad St., Auburn
207-783-8471

St. Peter’s Cemetery
Est. July 1, 1876

Chapel Mausoleum • Garden Mausoleum
Cremation Niches • Monument Sections 

Memorial Sections

217 Switzerland Road
Lewiston, Maine 04240

207.782.8721
www.portlanddiocese.org

Dr. Tina Kell 
ENDODONTIST

626 Main Street
Lewiston, Maine 

04240
Tel: (207) 330-2330

Dr. Gerald A. Nadeau
Chiropractor

336 Center St.
Auburn, ME

207-777-1104
Don’t Suffer Needlessly

WATERMAN FARM
MACHINERY CO., INC.

827 Sabattus Rd., (Rte 126), Sabattus
(207) 375-6561

LT42 Lawn Tractor

$1799
Plus Tax

www.wfm1956.com

GLADU ROOFING  
COMPANY, INC.

Since 1967

(207) 782-7081
Commercial Roofing

FULLY INSURED

Member of the National Roofing 
Contractors Association

Robitaille’s
REMODELING CO.
ROOFING, SIDING, 
DOORS, WINDOWS

754-2369

THE VILLAGE INN 
AUBURN

The best seafood restaurant 
10 years in a row!

Thank you for 
your patronage 

of 40 yrs!

Since 1994 in the
Lewiston/Auburn area

Promoting dignity,
self respect and

independence at home.
We will provide one

hour a month or 24 hours
a day coverage!

777-5294
www.helpinghandsmaine.com

Personal Care 
Assistance

Helping  
Hands 

Seville Place Apartments
L E W I S T O N 

55+ PASTORAL LIVING
Good Neighbors • Conveniently Located 

207-786-8883

2 Great Falls Plaza
STE 6A-4, Auburn

Bathing Assistance • Dressing Assistance • Grooming  
Assistance with Walking • Medication Reminders • Errands • Shopping 

Light Housekeeping • Meal Preparation • Friendly Companionship 
Flexible Hourly Care • Respite Care for Families • Live-In Care

207-740-9100  VisitingAngels.com/MidMaine

Treating Your Mouth  
Like Our Own

www.mainedentalclinic.com

Family and  
Cosmetic Dentistry

Dr. Peter Drews
Dr. Kristie Lake-Harriman

782-5308
471 Sabattus Street  

Lewiston, ME


