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Pastor�

Rev. Thomas B. Shepard�

�

Director of Music Ministry�

Anna Jedd �

�

Director of Faith Formation �

Wanda Mascola�

�

Pastoral Care Coordinator�

Maryjane Calladio�

�

Secretary�

Debbie Benham�

�

Bookkeeper�

Karin Fuchs �

�

Maintenance�

George Blake �

Lou Luskay�

�

�

Office Hours �

Monday�Friday   9:30AM � 3:00PM �

�

Address�

733 Oxford Road, Oxford, CT  06478�

�

Parish Office:  203�888�2382�

Parish Hall:  203�888�0837�

Fax:  203�881�5518�

Email: office@stthomasoxford.org              Website:  www.stthomasoxford.org�

           www.facebook.com/stthomastheapostleoxfordct�

�

Weekend Masses�

�

�

Saturday Vigil: 4:00PM (Winter) or 5:00PM (Summer)�

Sunday: 7:30, 9:00 & 11:00AM�

�

Daily Liturgy�

Monday � Thursday:    8:00AM�

�

�

Sacrament of Reconciliation�

�

Saturday: 3:00�3:45 (Winter) or 4:00�4:45 (Summer) �

or by appointment�



  In Our Prayers�

�

If you would like to be prayed for or have a 

loved one who would like to be prayed for, 

please call Debbie in the parish office at 

888�2382 and let her know. This week, 

please pray for all those who are ill in mind, 

body or spirit.              �

�

 Dennis Galemba  ~   Mary Warecke�

�

              And all those who have died, especially ... �

                          John Dorosh   ~   Sue Rubino�

SUNDAY,  AUGUST 30TH�

Orientation/Safe Environment � Faith Formation�

4:00 PM (Virtual)�

�

TUESDAY,  SEPTEMBER 1ST�

Red Cross Blood Drive�

1:00 PM to 6:00 PM  (Church Hall)�

�

WEDNESDAY,  SEPTEMBER 2ND�

Bereavement Facilitators Meeting�

6:30 PM LPC (Large Room)�

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 5TH�

Confession:  4:00 PM � 4:45 PM�

Readings for the week of August 30, 2020�

�

Sunday:�� Jer 20:7�9/Ps 63:2, 3�4, 5�6, 8�9 [2b]/�

� � Rom 12:1�2/Mt 16:21�27  �

Monday:� 1 Cor 2:1�5/Ps 119:97, 98, 99, 100, 101, 

� � 102 [97]/Lk 4:16�30 �

Tuesday:� 1 Cor 2:10b�16/Ps 145:8�9, 10�11, �

� � 12�13ab, 13cd�14 [17]/Lk 4:31�37�

Wednesday:� 1 Cor 3:1�9/Ps 33:12�13, 14�15, �

� � 20�21 [12]/Lk 4:38�44 �

Thursday:� 1 Cor 3:18�23/Ps 24:1bc�2, 3�4ab, �

� � 5�6 [1]/Lk 5:1�11 �

Friday:� � 1 Cor 4:1�5/Ps 37:3�4, 5�6, 27�28, �

� � 39�40 [39a]/Lk 5:33�39 �

Saturday:� 1 Cor 4:6b�15/Ps 145:17�18, 19�20, �

� � 21 [18]/Lk 6:1�5  �

Next Sunday:� Ez 33:7�9/Ps 95:1�2, 6�7, 8�9 [8]/�

� � Rom 13:8�10/Mt 18:15�20 �

Sunday, August 30th           �

5:00 PM � (Vigil Mass) for Ann Rudolf �

� (requested by Bob Rudolf)�

7:30 AM� for the gifts of the Holy Spirit in kindness 

to others�

9:00 AM � for Linky Mazaika �

� (requested by Bob Mazaika)�

11:00 AM � for Vincent Carey and Barbara J. Carey�

� (requested by Dan and Gloria Carey)�

12:00 PM� Baptism of Brayden Taylor Hudson�

� �

Monday, August 31st �

8:00 AM� for Stacey Francoeur�1st anniversary�

� (requested by St. Thomas Parish)�

�

Tuesday, September 1st �

8:00 AM � for Dorothy Laezzo �

� (requested by her daughters and �

� Bill Giancarli)�

� � �

Wednesday, September 2nd �

8:00 AM� for Clarence “Mac” McCluskey  �

� 1st anniversary�

� (requested by St. Thomas Parish)�

� �

Thursday, September 3rd �

8:00 AM � for Donnie Martinelli�

� (requested by Mom, Dad and Christina)�

�

Friday, September 4th �

 � No Liturgy Today�

�

Saturday, September 5th �

5:00 PM � (Vigil Mass) for Joseph Dembek �

� (requested by Joan Dembek and Family)�

�

Sunday, September 6th �

7:30 AM� for Helen Turner�

� (requested by Mel Turner)�

9:00 AM � for all those who serve in public office�

11:00 AM � for John Dorosh�

� (requested by Larry and Carol Kelly)�

TWENTY�SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME �  AUGUST 30, 2020�

Collections as of August 22�23, 2020:�

Needed to Meet Ordinary Operating Expenses �

$8,600.00 �

 �

�

�

�

�

  Thank you for your continued support. �

Last Week’s Offering � $ 10,727.00�

In Loving Memory�

The Sanctuary Lamp will burn this week 

in loving memory of Dorothy Laezzo, at 

the request of Barbara Laezzo, and    

William and Liz Giancarli.�



TWENTY�SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME �  AUGUST 30, 2020�

2020�2021 Catechists Needed!�

Please call Mrs. Mascola in the faith formation office for 

more information (203) 888�2382 X 102.�

GOLF Registration now open for 2020�2021�

�

Singles, Seniors, Couples and Families Welcome!�

�

New families may find registration forms and pay-

ment coupons on our website (www.stthomasoxford.org) 

under the Faith Formation tab. �

Please call Mrs. Mascola in the faith formation  

office for more information (203) 888�2382 X 102.�
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�

�

�

�

�

�

�

Did God cause COVID�19?�

Article published in LifeTeen.    �

Written by Trenton Mattingly�

�

There is probably not a single person in the past several 

weeks who has been left unaffected in some way by the 

spread of the virus called COVID�19, otherwise known 

as coronavirus. And, unfortunately, it doesn’t seem like 

the end is quite in sight yet. People are continuing to die, 

lose their jobs, have their normal routines disrupted, be 

kept separate from their loved ones that are most vulner-

able, and miss out on significant life events, like gradua-

tions. As a result, it isn’t surprising to learn that many are 

wondering where God is at in all of this or asking why 

God is letting something so destructive have such a 

strong hold on our world. In some cases, you may even 

hear people suggest that God might have directly 

caused this disease in order to punish humanity for its 

sins. If any of these difficult questions have crossed your 

mind, let’s explore the answers together.�

�

I think that the best place to start with questions of this 

sort is to reflect on what causes suffering in the first 

place and, then, on the nature of suffering itself. If we 

take a look at where everything started � the Book of 

Genesis in the Old Testament � we learn that suffering 

and death entered the world as a result of humanity’s 

choice to disobey God. Because of this choice, a world 

that God had intended to never know the pain death was 

suddenly introduced to it. All of creation, while still retain-

ing its overall goodness, began to decay and ex-

press disorder. Had humanity never fallen, we prob-

ably never would have even heard of, or experi-

enced, something like COVID�19.�

�

That being said, we must be very clear here: the en-

trance of sin and death into creation did not, and 

does not, bring God pleasure. God did not desire 

this for us.   St. Thomas Aquinas argued that God 

created the world in the first place because God is good 

and loving and, by their very nature, love and goodness 

are things that look and extend beyond themselves; they 

create. Think of a married couple! They love each other 

and, as a result of this love, often bring children into the 

world. Goodness and love simply don’t destroy, exploit, 

or damage like sin does. Keep in mind that God is a �

�

Continued on inside back cover of this bulletin.�

�

FROM THE DESK OF �

       MRS. MASCOLA ...�

�

The final item to pack in your child’s im-

aginary backpack is a School Journal.�

�

In their imaginary School Journal your little time trav-

eler can tell you their days activities.  These infinite 

number of pages will allow you to see what’s hap-

pened behind them in their school life and what lies 

ahead of them. �

�

A journal can include these thoughts:�

�

�� That your child will recognize God at work during 

their school day.  �

�

�� Some thoughts for their Journal include the kind-

ness they witness among their friends, the help-

ful teachers and staff that will guide them in their 

learning, and the beautiful outdoors where we 

can see God’s handiwork.  �

�

�� That your child we also know that God is with 

them when they experience the trials of their 

school day. Some thoughts for their Journal may 

include a school mate who does not talk 

with them, anxiety about not having the 

right answer to a question, or they may 

have even experienced some form of bul-

lying on the playground.�

�

Talk with your children about their daily 

journal experiences.  These talks are a 

way to measure your child’s growth 

throughout the year.�



TWENTY�SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME �  AUGUST 30, 2020�

              New Day�

Bereavement Program�

at St. Thomas Church Parish Center�

Registration Required �

�

Those who are grieving the death of a loved one 

need to proactively work through their grief.  One 

way that may be helpful is to participate in the be-

reavement support group called the New Day Pro-

gram.  This program consists of ten two�hour weekly 

meetings.  During each meeting, participants work  

through one component of the grieving process, guided 

by the New Day Journal.�

�

There will be two sessions offered this fall. Session A 

will begin on Wednesday, September 9th from 1:30�

3:30pm and Session B will begin on Friday, Septem-

ber 11th from 10:00am�12:00pm.  Registration is re-

quired for both sessions.  If you would like to register 

for either Session A or Session B of the New Day 

Program, please contact Maryjane at 203�888�2382 

ext 104 or maryjane_calladio@yahoo.com.�

Can You Spare a Few Hours �

on September 12th?�

�

Specifically, can you help with the St. Thomas Home-

Front project?  �

WHAT is HomeFront? It is a community�based, volun-

teer�driven home repair program that provides FREE 

repairs to low�income homeowners, thus enabling them 

to remain in their homes with an improved quality of life. �

WHEN? Saturday, September 12

th

. This a big change 

in date due to Covid�19; there are other changes too. 

There will be a need to social distance, the majority of 

work will be outdoors, N�95  masks will be provided for 

each participant, any meals will be individualized. �

WHERE? The exact location is yet to be determined but 

projects are generally in a ten mile radius of St.Thomas. �

WHO? We need more individuals aged 14 (preferably 

with a parent) and older who can help in the morning, in 

the afternoon, or both. Please call Marcia Franko 

(Volunteer Coordinator) at 203�881�1460 or e�mail at 

marciafranko@yahoo.com with questions or to VOLUNTEER.�

FRONT�

Please call 1-800-RED CROSS  (1-800-733-2767) 

Or visit RedCrossBlood.org and enter: OxfordCT 

To schedule an appointment. 

Session A�

�

Session B�

WEDNESDAYS� � FRIDAYS�

Starts: September 9

h

� � Starts: September 11

th

�

(1:30pm �3:30pm)� � (10:00am �12:00pm)�

DAYTIME Monthly Bereavement Meeting�

�

Tuesday, September 8th �

1:30�3:00 PM�

Reservations Required.  No walk�ins accepted.�

�

Participants must wear mask, bring water bottle.  �

Contact Maryjane at 203�888�2382 ext 104 or �

maryjane_calladio@yahoo.com no later than 9/6/20.�

Keep Your Medications Safe�

Safety Tips�

Lock:� Safely Store All Medications�

Limit:� Keep only small amounts of medications on�hand.�

Dispose:� Properly remove expired, unwanted, or unused 

medications.�

�

For additional information visit drugfreect.org�



From the Social Justice Committee�

�

Catholics and Politics�

�

"We need to participate for the common good. 

Sometimes we hear: a good Catholic is not inter-

ested in politics. This is not true: good Catholics 

immerse themselves in politics by offering the 

best of themselves so that the leader can gov-

ern." � Pope Francis, 9/16/13 �

St. Thomas 

Church has �

removal of tree in 

preparation of 

Hurricane season.�

Did God cause COVID�19?  �

             Continued from “Faith Formation for Teens” � page 3�

�

perfect, complete being. If something is perfect, 

there is nothing that you can add or subtract to it  

to improve it or make it better. This means that 

God’s decision to create al l that there is must be 

an entirely self less and truly benevolent act be-

cause it wasn’t possible for Him to gain or bene-

fit from it. �

�

I hope that this makes it very clear that God, as 

a being of love and goodness that has selflessly 

gifted us our l ives and the world that we live in, 

is simply not capable of causing evil , desiring 

evil, or taking pleasure in evi l. This, of course, 

includes human suffering and the disorder that 

sin has brought into creation. None of these 

things brings God pleasure!�

�

Why does a good God allow suffering? �

Although God doesn’t l ike suffering, we clearly 

see it al l the time in our world, l ike thousands 

dying from COVID�19. Why is this? It must be 

acknowledged that, while God does not cause 

suffering and evil, He does, in his mysterious-

ness, permit evi l. As human beings, we wil l nev-

er ful ly understand God’s reasoning for this, but 

we can absolutely scrape the surface. For exam-

ple, the great thinker St. Ambrose of Milan rea-

soned that God, again, as a being of love and 

goodness, would only permit sin when He could 

use it to bring about something greater. In other 

words, God can use sin as a tool to accomplish 

good things and further His plans for humanity.  

And, if we spend time reading Sacred Scripture, 

we can see that this is very clearly true t ime and 

time again. �

�

For example, Moses and the Israelites wandered 

and suffered in the desert for forty years be-

cause of their sinful rejections of God. This is 

clearly not something that God wanted for them. 

But, God was able to use their miserable experi-

ences in the desert to slowly teach the Israelites 

the dangers of sin and to rely upon Him more 

ful ly. I think we can see this exact theme most 

clearly when we take a look at Christ ’s death. A 

completely innocent man being murdered 

through hanging him on a cross is objectively 

evi l,  wrong, and sinful. God did not want any of 

the people �  whether i t be Judas or Roman offi-

cials, that were involved in kil l ing Jesus � to 

sin. God also did not want Christ to suffer. But, 

through Christ ’s death, God brought about the 

salvation of humanity, opened the gates of the 

Kingdom of Heaven, conquered death, and made 

it possible for humanity to have eternal l ife. If 

God is capable of bringing goodness out of bad 

situations like these, He can, and wil l, bring it  

out of the COVID�19 pandemic. �

�

To see the complete article go to l ink:�

h�ps://lifeteen.com/blog/god�cause�covid�19/�

Instruction on Receiving Communion�

�

Question:�

How many times a day can a person receive 

communion?�

�

Answer:�

To find an answer to this question, we need to turn to the 

Church’s Code of Canon Law. Here we read, “One who has 

received the blessed Eucharist may receive it again on the 

same day only within a Eucharistic celebration in which that 

person participates …” (no. 917). This tells us that the stand-

ard answer would be that we can receive communion twice in 

a day.�

�

Having said that, we also want to be sure that we pay atten-

tion to the entire instruction. The phrase “within a Eucharistic 

celebration in which that person participates” is important. It 

means a) that we always have to think of receiving commun-

ion as being within a celebration of the Mass and b) we have 

to be participants in that celebration � we can’t simply show 

up “in time” for communion.�

�

So, when would this rule apply?�

�

For example, if you attend Mass on a Saturday morning and 

then take part in the Sunday Vigil Mass on Saturday evening, 

you could licitly receive communion at both celebrations. Or, 

another example, if you receive communion at a wedding or 

funeral Mass, you could also receive communion at a daily 

Mass or Sunday Vigil celebrated on the same day. We al-

ways want to be sure that we observe the rules for fasting 

from food and drink before receiving the eucharist (see Code 

of Canon Law, no. 919).�

�

We should also remember that the Code of Canon Law in-

structs that anyone who is in danger of death or seriously ill 

may also receive communion a second time (no. 91, §2). ©LPi �
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Hine Bros.
FULL SERVICE MOBIL STATION
Gas • Diesel • Propane • Kerosene

Car and Truck Repairs • Wrecker Service
67 Main Street South, Southbury, CT

203-264-8251
www.hinebros.com

Brookside Inn
Sunday Special
Full Course Dinner

$1795

231 Oxford Rd.  203-888-2272
www.BrooksideInn1954.com

Attorneys At LAw
Fran Teodosio 

Teodosio Stanek, Teodosio Stanek, LLcLLc

481 OXFORD ROAD, OXFORD
881- 3600

The Law Office of Lisa E. Wnuck, LLC
493 Heritage Road • Southbury, CT 06488

Wills • Living Trusts to Avoid Probate
Estate Planning • Estate Settlement

Georgetown Law ’87 •  www.southburylaw.com
203-586-1445

200 Benson Road, Middlebury, CT 06762
203-577-3333 • www.brooksidememorial.com

BROOKSIDE MEMORIAL
THE ALBINI FAMILY FUNERAL HOME & CREMATORY

 BUDDY’S FUEL LLC
 Serving Valley 
 Over 30 Years
 Furnace, Hot Water Heater & 
 A.C. Service & Installation
 Tank Installation
 203-888-2319

EARTHWORKS
EXCAVATING & LANDSCAPING INC.

• Lots Cleared • Foundations Dug
• Grading & Driveway Installation
• Hauling Fill, Top Soil & Gravel

• Septic Systems: Sewer & Water Installations 
• Drainage Work • New Road Construction

Mark E. Oczkowski   203-888-7779

203-881-1780
KOSTKA ELECTRIC, LLC

Oxford, CT
Residential • Commercial • HVAC

Building • Remodeling
John Kostka 

CT ELC.0125759 & HIC.0555572

MILLER - WARD
FUNERAL HOME

260 Bank St., Rte. 67 , Seymour
     Carl J. Miller III • Kurt Miller

    203-888-2021
Serving the Catholic community of 

St. Thomas the Apostle

203-463-8904 • 441 Oxford Rd. Oxford
oxfordhousetavern.com • Locally Owned

Open 7 days a 
week for lunch 

and dinner
Book your 

private events 
here

Mary Hoffman • mhoffman@4LPi.com • (800) 477-4574 x6340

OXFORD PHARMACY
Anthony Bartholomeo, PD

Joseph Livolsi, PD
Frank Diaferio, PD

100 Oxford Rd., Oxford
203-888-4567

Complete Site Work • Commercial & Residential
Road & Utility Installation • Fully Insured & Licensed

Est. 1974
203.723.6919

41 Lancaster Drive • Beacon Falls, CT 06403
www.forestconstructionco.com

FOREST
CONSTRUCTION CO.

A Heating and Cooling Company
Sales • Service • Installation

 2 Lounsbury Rd.
 Oxford, CT 06478
 ph. & fax 203-828-6389
 email: jont@toigohvac.com
 Jonathan Toigo, Owner
 license # SI 393209

TENDER YEARS TOO!
Child Development Center

Karen Hummel • Teresa Paternoster
Co-Owners/Directors

203-262-6426
TenderYearsToo@att.net

41 Poverty Road, Unit 76G, Southbury, CT

Anthony V. Chepulis Funeral Home 
Funeral & Cremation Services

47 Washington Avenue, Seymour, CT
203-888-3812

www.chepulisfuneralhome.com
Serving the community since 1960

Licensed Directors:  Anne R. Chepulis 
Paul N. Warren, Ph.D.

Funeral Assistant: Joseph J. Rogalis

Mon-Thurs:
9am-9pm
Fri & Sat:

9am-10pm
Sun: 10am-6pm

 Premier Wine & Spirits
Email: Premierwine.southbury@gmail.com

 (203) 267-1111
 Wine Tasting Every Saturday 1-7 • Beer Tasting Every Friday 2-7
 Southbury Plaza, 100 Main Street North, Southbury, CT

Ralph E. Hull Funeral Home - Hull Memorials
“HONORING THE CATHOLIC RITE”

161 West Church Street Seymour, just up from  the Seymour Library

Franklyn E. Hull CFSP & Jane M. Hull CFSP
“Serving As We Would Be Served”      203-888-2538    Visit our new website: www.hullfh.com

In-Ground VInyL And GunIte PooLs

Mario Capela, Parishioner
Phone: 203-888-5915
131 Oxford Rd., Oxford

Store Location
www.A-1poolandspa.com

121@OXC American Favorites
On & Off Premise Catering

Take Out • www.121group.com
Phone (203) 262-0121

Fax (203) 267-6692
Monday - Closed

Tues-Thurs 11:30am-9:00pm
Friday 11:30am-10:00pm

Saturday 12:00pm-10:00pm
Sunday 12:00pm-9:00pm

Waterbury-
Oxford Airport

7 Juliano Dr.
Oxford, CT 
06478

20 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
REFERRALS, FREE ESTIMATES

Bluestone Wall, Drywall, Stonework, 
Fireplace, Patio, Walkway, Tile Work,  

Concrete, Roof, etc.
Cell: 203-982-3226   Office: 860-274-6629

NICK’S MASONRYNICK’S MASONRY
ARTISTIC MASONRY WORKARTISTIC MASONRY WORK

Quality • Convenience • Eco-Friendly

Same Day Service
Dry Cleaning & Laundry 

ARE YOU IN A RUSH?
Drop off before 10am, Pick up after 6pm

334 Center Rock Green, Oxford
203-828-6066

203-263-2146 
munsonloveterefuneralhome.com 

southbury.ct.petpassages.com
Locally owned and operated

CASINI 
MASONRY & LANDSCAPING

chimneys • patios • retaining walls
sidewalks • custom stone work  & more
10% OFF FOR PARISHIONERS 

any job $1,000 or more!
203.619.3420 | CasiniMasonry.com

	since		 1947

Village Fabric Care
Full Service Dry Cleaners & Laundromat
Shirt Service, Wash, Dry & Fold Laundry Service

Suedes & Leathers • Fur Cleaning/Storage
Coin Op Laundry • Alterations • Shoe Repair

203-888-5098 • 10% OFF Any Service with Ad
KLARIDES VILLAGE

220 Main St. South
Southbury, CT

203-264-7878

precisionplumbingct@gmail.com 203.262.1720

Shawn Simmons Master Plumber 
Katrina Simmons President / Office Manager

24 HOUR 
SERVICE

Superior Crane, Rigging, and Trucking Services
Up to 600-Ton Capacity with 382’ of Boom

CT, NY, MA, RI & CCO Licensed
203-336-0007 • aacraneservice@outlook.com

www.aacraneandrigging.com

The Catholic Cemeteries Association
of the Archdiocese of Hartford, Inc. 

*Discount does not apply to the Endowed Care portion of the product price. Cannot be combined with any other offers.

Calvary Cemetery, Waterbury
203-754-9105

Mt Olivet Cemetery, Watertown
860-274-4641

St Francis Cemetery, Torrington
860-482-4670

St James Cemetery, Naugatuck
203-754-9105

St Peter Cemetery, Torrington
860-482-4670

First Time Ever Discount!! 
During the month of April, 2020 get a 

15% discount* on any Flush Marker or Monument!
We can do it all online for your safety and convenience

Advanced Planning—The Gift that Lasts an Eternity
www.ccacem.org


