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THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT - MARCH 20, 2022
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Week
= Ahead

Sunday, March 20th

5:00 PM for Josephine Ciardullo
(requested by Barbara and Carmine Ciardullo)
7:30 AM for Deborah Tomascak
(requested by Bill and Kay Anne Davis)
9:00 AM for Helen and George Teskey
(requested by Peggy Garbien)
11:00 AM for Elizabeth Cascone

(requested by Madeline Baklik)

Monday, March 21st
8:00 AM for the intentions of St. Thomas Parish Family

Tuesday, March 22nd

8:00 AM for Marge Candelli
(requested by Debbie and Mike Mazzeo)

Wednesday, March 23rd
8:00 AM for Bill Riordan
(requested by Marianne Riordan

Thursday, March 24th

8:00 AM for Charles A. Mascola (1st Anniversary)
(requested by St. Thomas Parish Family)

Friday, March 25th
No Liturgy Today

Saturday, March 26th
5:00 PM  for Jo Machowski
(requested by Mary Adzima and Linda Ragozzine)

Sunday, March 27th

7:30 AM for Dominic Scicutella

(requested by Patricia Weil)
9:00 AM for Jose Martins

(requested by the Martins Family)
11:00 AM for Carol Diorio

(requested by Jeanne Stanton Branson)

SUNDAY, MARCH 20TH
Faith Formation: 4:00 PM-6:30 PM (Church Hall/LPC)

MONDAY, MARCH 21ST

Faith Formation: 5:30 PM-8:00 PM (Church Hall/LPC)
Lenten Confessions: 6:00 PM - 6:30 PM (Church)
ZOOM Bereavement: 6:30 PM - 7:30 PM

TUESDAY, MARCH 22ND
Faith Formation: 4:30 PM-6:00 PM (Church Hall/LPC)

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 23RD
Liturgy Committee 7:00 PM (Lower Parish Center-Lg Rm)

THURSDAY, MARCH 24TH

Lenten Soup Supper: 6:00 PM - 7:30 PM (Church Hall)
ZOOM New Day Bereavement: 6:30 PM - 8:30 PM
Faith Formation: 6:30 PM - 8:00 PM (LPC-Large Room)

FRIDAY, MARCH 25TH
In-Person New Day Bereavement :
10:30 AM - 12:30 PM  (Lower Parish Center - Large Room)

SATURDAY, MARCH 26TH

Faith Formation: 9:30 AM - Noon (Church Hall/LPC)
Altar Server Workshop: 1:00 PM (Church)
Confessions: 4:00 PM -4:45 PM  (Church)

SUNDAY, MARCH 27TH
Liturgy of the Word: at 9:00 AM Mass

Sacramental Prep Retreat (1st Communion):
10:00 AM - 3:00 PM  (Church Hall)

Catholic Relief Services Collection - March 26-27th

The Catholic Relief Services Collection supports Catholic Church
organizations that carry out international relief and solidarity efforts.
Programs include relief and resettlement for victims of persecution,
war, and natural disasters; development projects to improve living
conditions for the poor; legal and support services for poor
immigrants; peace and reconciliation work for people suffering from
violence; and advocacy on behalf of the powerless.

In Our Praygers

If you would like to be prayed for or have a loved
. one who would like to be prayed for, please call
. & Debbie in the parish office at 888-2382 and let her
know. This week, please pray for all those who are ill
in mind, body or spirit.
Dan Bolduc
John Butwell

Maryjane Calladio
Judith Jablonski

and all those who have died

Vs

Collections as of March 12-13 2022:
Needed to Meet Ordinary Operating Expenses

$8,600.00
Weekly Collection:
Thank you!

$6,991.00

Readings for the week of March 20, 2022

Sunday: Ex 3:1-8a, 13-15/Ps 103:1-2, 3-4,6-7, 8, 11 [8a]/

1 Cor 10:1-6, 10-12/Lk 13:1-9  3rd Sunday of Lent
Monday: 2 Kgs 5:1-15ab/Ps 42:2, 3; 43:3, 4/Lk 4:24-30
Tuesday: Dn 3:25, 34-43/Ps 25: 4-5ab, 6 and 7bc, 8-9/Mt

18:21-35

Wednesday: Dt4:1, 5-9/Ps 147:12-13, 15-16, 19-20/
Mt 5:17-19 St.Turibius of Mogrovejo, Bishop

Thursday: Jer 7:23-28/Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9/Lk 11:14-23

Friday: Is 7:10-14; 8:10/Ps 40:7-8a, 8b-9, 10, 11/Heb
10:4-10/Lk 1:26-38 The Annunciation of the Lord

Saturday: Hos 6:1-6/Ps 51:3-4, 18-19, 20-21ab/Lk 18:9-14

Next Sunday: Jos 5:9a, 10-12/Ps 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7 [9a]/2 Cor

5:17-21/Lk 15:1-3, 11-32 4th Sunday of Lent




THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT - MARCH 20, 2022

ABOUT THIS SUNDAY’S GOSPEL
(Luke 13:1-9)

The parables that Jesus used help us explore in
many different ways the rich significance of Jesus’
teachings. In the story of the fig tree, we can see
ourselves. We are called to produce good fruit
but sometimes we are not successful. However,
we are not forsaken. The gardener advocates for
mercy to allow the free one more chance to pro-
duce good fruit. Jesus teaches that when we
repent, and when we cultivate our relationship
with God, we will bear fruit.

ON THE WAY HOME FROM MASS

If the fig tree in the gospel represents us, who can
the gardener be? How do you think the tree will
respond to being allowed to grow once more?

LIVING THE WORD

As a family, schedule an education visit to a
greenhouse or botanical garden. Some questions
to discuss with your children are: Why does a gar-
dener need to prune plants to help them to stay
healthy? What would a gardener do to cultivate
the soil around a tree to help it to produce more
fruite How much patience must a gardener have
to work with plants?

Excerpts taken from Celebrating Sunday for Catholic
Families 2021-2022, Liturgy Training Publications (LTP).

Lenten Prayers for an End to Hunger

Readings, prayers, and actions to help you and your family
observe Lent in 2022 — prepared by Bread for the World.

Third Week of Lent

Jesus Offers Mercy
and Forgiveness

So he said to the gardener,” ... For
three years | have come looking for
fruit on this fig tree, and sfill | find
none. Cutit down! Why should it
be wasting the soil¢ [The gardener}

replied, “Sir, let it alone for one more
year...If it bears fruit next year, well and good; but if not,
you can cut it down.” — Luke 13:7-9

For you have been my help and in the shadow of your
wings | sing for joy. My soul clings to you; your right hand
upholds me. — Psalm 63:7-8

PRAYER

O God, you don't give up on us and you offer mercy and
forgiveness to all who repent and frust in Christ Jesus.
May this gracious gift nourish us to bear the fruit of sharing
the abundance of your creation with all those in need.
Amen.

20 Session A 4:00-6:30p

Sun (Church Hall)
g 21 SessionB 5:30-8:00p
- Mon (Church Hall)
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KIDS CORNER
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6:30 pm Soup & Bread

7:00 pm Worship 7:00 pm Worship (ONLY)

1. Be compassionate. Mcke it clear that you want
to have the conversation because your loved
one is very important to you and you want them
to be healthy and safe.

Along the Road Lenten Services Parishy”
for Seymour/Oxford 2022 TL/{%(")W N ews
March 2 — April 6, 2022
March 23, 2022 : March 30, 2022 3 TIPS TO TALK ABOUT CANCER SCREENING
Trinity Episcopal Church  : Great Hill Methodist Church
91 Church Street, Seymour : 225 Great Hill Rd, Seymour 3 fips you can use to talk to your loved ones:

St. Thomas the Apostle Church 2. Be patient if they object. There may be personal
. reasons why people don't want to schedule a
to host the Daily TV MASS cancer screening. Listen carefully without inter-
on ORTV (The Archdiocese TV Station) rupting, offer to look up information if needed,
) : and encourage them to talk to their doctor
Monday March 21st about risks and benefits.
’ - 5

3. Give them time to think. If your loved one isn't
ready fo commit to scheduling a screening test
right away, ask them to think about it and set a
time in the near future to come back to the con-
versation. Then put a reminder on your calendar
and sfick to that datel

LOURDES OF LITCHFIELD You may be able to help catch cancer early. Lead by

A GIANT TAG SALE will be held at the Shrine of example by making sure you're up fo date on your own
Lourdes in Litchfield in Pilgrim Hall, located on the screening tests. Then talk honestly with your loved ones

. . . about how important screening is. The decisions we
Shrine grounds, 50 Montfort Rd., Rte. 118, Litchfield, make today can mean a brighter future for all of Us.
Thursday, March 31st to Saturday, April 2nd , 9:00am

10:00 AM

On Comcast Channel 9

to 4:00pm and Sunday, April 3@ from 11:30am to

2:00pm. Donations will be accepted on Tuesday,
March 29t and Wednesday, March 30th only.

No upholstered furniture, mattresses or box springs,
computers, monitors or paint will be accepted.
For further information, call 860-567-1041 or

email: lourdesshrinect@gmail.com.

0
(.

March 2-April 10

ARCHBISHOP'S 2022 Archbishop’s YDAYS FOR LIFE

ANNUAL APPEAL  Annual Appeal

The Archbishop's Annual Appeal helps provide the

T T
T,

HELP SAVE BABIES!

critical funding needed to fe_ed the h.Ungry' shelter You can protect mothers and children Here’s how to take part in 40 Days for Life
the homeless, counsel those in despair, offer much by joining this worldwide mobilization to in our community:
needed assistance to the unemployed, and make pray and fast for an end to abortion! « Vigil location: Sidewalk at Commerce Park,
medical care available to those without health Through prayer and fasting, peaceful vigils 4697 Main Street, Bridgeport
. . . and community outreach, 40 Days for Life (Planned Parenthood is located within
insurance. Your gift to the 2022 Appeal will help to has inspired 1,000,000+ volunteers! Commerce Park)
continue these and other vital ministries, services, . . o Vigil hours: (7 am to 7 pm daily)

. With God’s help, here are the proven
and programs that reach out to so many in need. resuls in 30 coordinated campaigns: o Local contact: Barbara Grabowski

o Over 20,000 babies saved from bgrabows@aol.com / 203-232-7134

abortion e Learn more ...get involved ... and sign up
o Over 200 abortion workers converted for prayer times by visiting our campaign

All funds contributed to the Archbishop’s Annual Appeal
are used exclusively for the purposes outlined in the z;lﬁpeal
Tovcore el Vo Ippect s are ver e or ® Over 112 ahorton ceners losed A e b aidessshoun bl

legal fees or settlements. 40daysforlife.com/Bridgeport
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THURSDAY, March 24th
= HOME ENERGY CONSERVATION

- An Eversource representative will discuss
ways to be energy efficient.

Mondays of Lent
Confessions: 6:00 — 6:30PM

Sunday, April 3
11:00 AM Mass

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick

This sacrament are for those who suffer chronic
lliness of body or mind, those in Nursing Homes,
or those preparing to enter a hospital.

Wednesday, April 6
Ecumenical “Way of the Cross”
Hosted at St. Thomas

6:00 PM — Soup Supper

7:00 PM — Way of the Cross

Thursdays (except on April 7 )
Soup Supper and Lenten discussions
6:00 PM

- MOST Scholarship

LS
* The Men of St. Thomas (M.O.S.T.) is

MOST pleased to offer scholarship opportunities
to high school seniors who attend
St. Thomas the Apostle Church in Oxford, CT. Schol-
arships will be awarded to applicants who have
demonstrated the most outstanding combination of
academic excellence, community service, church ser-
vice, and school citizenship. To qualify for this scholar-
ship, student applicants must plan to continue their
education at an accredited institution in the fall of 2022
and submit an application and supporting documents
to St. Thomas the Apostle Church by Saturday,
May 7, 2022. Application forms are available in the
church vestibule and online at the St. Thomas Oxford
website (http://www.stthomasoxford.org/men-of-st-thomas-
m-0-s-t).

WHY DO WE DO THAT?
Catholic Life Explained:

Question: Confirmation Sponsor

What are the requirements for being a
confirmation sponsor?

Answer:

Although many dioceses have specific
requirements for who can be a sponsor for
the Sacrament of Confirmation, the Code

of Canon Law identifies certain requirements
that are true for all dioceses and parishes.

First, the sponsor should be chosen by the
one to be confirmed (or, in some cases,
by the parents or even the pastor).

Second, a sponsor must be at least sixteen
years old (unless the local bishop has cho-
sen another age, or a special exception
has been made).

Third, the sponsor must be a Catholic who
has been confirmed and who has al-
ready received the Sacrament of the Eu-
charist. Beyond this, they must lead “a life
of faith in keeping with the function to be
taken on.”

Fourth, they can have no sort of canoni-
cal penalty orimpediment.

Fifth, they cannot be either the father or
mother of the one to be confirmed (See
Canons 893, §1 and 874, §1).

In some cultures, it is customary for one of the
confirmand’s godparents to act as sponsor,
although this is not required by Church law.

To learn about the requirements for your
parish or diocese, you can consult your
pastor or your parish or diocesan director of
religious education or the diocese’s office
liturgy and worship. ©LPi




Brookside Inn
Sunday Special

Full Course Dinner

203-881-1780
KOSTKA ELECITRIC, LLC
Oxford, CT
Residential ¢ Commercial ® HVAC
Building ® Remodeling

John Kostka
CT ELC.0125759 & HIC.0555572

231 Oxford Rd. 203-888-2272
www.Brooksidelnn1954.com

Serving the Catholic community of
St. Thomas the Apostle

I S AN [ EARTHWORKS ’
FUNERAL HOME EXCAVATING & LANDSCAPING INC. %egig \QllYey S FUEL LLC
* Lots Cleared ¢ Foundations Dug Over 30 Years

260 Bank St., Rte. 67, Seymour

¢ Grading & Driveway Installation

¢ Hauling Fill, Top Soil & Gravel
* Septic Systems: Sewer & Water Installations
¢ Drainage Work ¢ New Road Construction

Mark E. Oczkowski 203-888-7779

W Carl J. Miller III » Kurt Miller
203-888-2021

Furnace, Hot Water Heater &
A.C. Service & Installation
Tank Installation

203-888-2319

TENDER YEARS TOO!
Child Development Center
Karen Hummel * Teresa Paternoster

(4 Toigo HUAC o4 |

—— LLC =—

SALES « SERVICE * INSTALLATIONS P Co-Owners/Directors
Jonathan Toigo owner lic. 51393209 N ﬁ}-, 203-262-6426 v i

TenderYearsToo@att.net
41 Poverty Road, Unit 76G, Southbury, CT

203-868-5595

jont@toigohvac.com

no )

Anthony V. Chepulis Funeral Home
Funeral & Cremation Services
47 Washington Avenue, Seymour, CT
203-888-3812
www.chepulisfuneralhome.com
Serving the community since 1960
Licensed Directors: Anne R. Chepulis
Paul N. Warren, Ph.D.
LB Funeral Assistant: Joseph J. Rogalis

DENTIST

MNagesh D. Shrestha, DDS
Accepfing New Patients
300 Bank St. (Rt &7) » Seymour, CT 06483
(203) 888-0700

Everang & Saturday appoiniments avalable
Participate with Many Insurances

OXFORD PHARMACY

Anthony Bartholomeo, PD
Joseph Livolsi, PD
Frank Diaferio, PD

100 Oxford Rd., Oxford
203-888-4567

\J

EXPERIENCED ELECTRICAL

(203) 267-1111

» %M Premier Wine & Spirits

Email: Premierwine.southbury@gmail.com

Wine Tasting Every Saturday 1-7 * Beer Tasting Every Friday 2-7
Southbury Plaza, 100 Main Street North,

q“j'u !lzz“
R
W

lulioswoodfiredpizzagrill.com

220 Main St. South
Southbury, CT

Mon-Thurs:
9am-9pm

Fri & Sat:
9am-10pm
Sun: 10am-6pm

203-264-7878

Southbury, CT

M
203-733-3310 - 845-913-5175
FerrerElectricLLC.com

——

SERVICE AT REASONABLE COST

PEDRO J. FERRER, OWNER

Fully Licensed & Insured
LIC#E1-0200850

B8

LY
ELECTRIC i

41 Lancaster Drive + Beacon Falls, CT 06403

www.forestconstructionco.com “Wilkew Quality Counts ™

IN-GroOUND VINYL AND GUNITE POOLS

www.A-1poolandspa.com

ADT-Monitored Home Security

1 Trust

.x..:"

1-855-225-4251

FOREST ______
CONSTRUCTION CO. . Mario C la. Parishi Get 24-Hour Protection From a Name You Ca
Complete Site Work  Commercial & Residential L ario Capela, rarishioner ® Burglory #® Flood Detect
Road & Utility Installation o Fully Insured & Licensed a (; e Phone: 203-888-5915 . F:egs.;r‘;:y » l:.:l:nn M:pr..s:HMn
Est. 1974 raGlia
203.723.6919 £ -:F":, -t 131 Oxford Rd., Oxford _
e gfia Store Location [ ADT | futharized | gafeStraets

ATTORNEYS AT Law
Fran Teodosio
Teodosio Stanek, LLC

481 OXFORD ROAD, OXFORD
881-3600

Ralph F

HULL
i‘.’”)ﬁ

1

Ralph E. Hull Funeral Home - Hull Memorials

“Serving As We Would Be Served”

“HONORING THE CATHOLIC RITE”
61 West Church Street Seymour, just up from the Seymour Library

Franklyn E. Hull CFSP & Jane M. Hull CFSP
203-888-2538 Visit our new website: www hullfh.com

v BROOKSIDE MEMORIAL

=

200 Benson Road, Middlebury, CT 06762
203-577-3333 « www.brooksidememorial.com

Welcome Back to Mass

;‘.i!

Stay connected to our faith community no matter where you are
by signing up to get our bulletin delivered straight to your emaill

www.ParishesOnline.com

NEVER MISS A BULLETIN !

Sign up to have our weekly parish bulletin
emailed to you at www.parishesonline.com

24 HOUR

SERVICE A& A
CRAMNE AND RIGGING

Superior Crane, Rigging, and Trucking Services
Up to 600-Ton Capacity with 382’ of Boom
CT, NY, MA, Rl & CCO Licensed
203-336-0007 - aacraneservice@outlook.com
www.aacraneandrigging.com

The Catholic Cemeteries Association
of the Archdiocese of Hartford, Inc.

il
Advanced Planning of your Cemetery needs is a loving gift that
relieves your family of a difficult decision in the midst of their grief.
Whether a Traditional Grave, Mausoleum, or Cremation, let our caring
team of Family Service Advisors help you choose your cemetery needs.
Call our main number to find the cemetery nearest you
All Saints Cemetery | 700 Middletown Avenue, North Haven, CT 06473
203-239-2557  Or visit our website at WWW.CCACEM.ORG
For your convenience we now sell Granite Flush Markers and Monuments at all our
locations! Ask us about the Catholic Funeral Plan, a faith based approach to Funeral
Planning that ensures traditions of a Catholic Funeral are carried out to your wishes.

ADVERTISE HERE NOW!

Contact Mary Hoffman

to place an ad today!
mhoffman@4LPi.com
or (800) 477-4574 x6340

Karen Griffin

Realtor, Society of Excellence

203-305-0717

Karen.Griffin@cbmoves.com
www.karengriffin.net

COLDWELL

BANKER
REALTY

Parishioner

SINCE SINI 1947
MASONRY & LANDSCAPING

CHIMNEYS - PATIOS - RETAINING WALLS
SIDEWALKS - CUSTOM STONE WORK & MORE

10% OFF FOR PARISHIONERS

ANY JOB $1,000 OR MORE!

203.619.3420 | CasiniMasonry.com

PET PASSAGE

DIGNIFIED PET CREMAT
203-263-2146

southbury.ct.petpassages.com

S

ION

FAMI
203-263-2146

Locally owned and operated www.munsonloveterefuneralho

MUNSON-LOVETERE
FUNERAL HOMES &
CREMATION SERVICES, INC.

me.com

Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 e Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 e www.4lpi.com

St. Thomas the

Apostle, Oxford, CT  03-0975



