
Our Lady of Mercy  
Catholic Church 

May 31, 2020 



 
 
 

 

Mass Schedules 
 

Saturday Vigil Mass: 5:00pm 
Sunday:  7:00am, 9:00am,11:00am & 5:00pm 
 

Weekday Mass Schedule:   Monday-Friday: 8:30am 
                                             Saturday: 9:00am in St. Gabriel’s Chapel   

 Holiday Schedule: 9:00am (no 8:30am Mass) 

Baptism 
Parents are asked to contact  
the Parish offices. 
 

Marriage 
Couples make arrangements with one of 
the parish priests six months to a year in 
advance of their intended wedding date. 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
If you or a family member is sick 
at home, in the hospital or nursing home, 
please call the Parish office. 

Clergy 
  Pastor                                       Rev. William D. Byrne, x126 
  Permanent Deacon                  Dc. Charles Huber, x238 

 

Pastoral Associates 
  Faith Formation &                    Anna LaNave, x122 
           Evangelization 
  Liturgy & Music                        Jayne Traynor Rose, x102 
  Social Justice                           Jay George, x150 
  Youth Ministry                            Becca Hadley, x135 
 

Children’s Religious Formation 

    Director                                   Anne Walker, x206 
    Administration Assistant         Susan Gurzo, x207 
 

School 
  9222 Kentsdale Drive Potomac MD 20854 
  phone: 301-365-4477   fax: 301-365-3423 

     

  Principal                                    Deborah Thomas, x204 
  Assistant Principal                      Christine Green, x226 
                                                  
 Parish Administration 
  Business Office                        Mary Conlon, x120 

  Parish Offices 

  9200 Kentsdale Drive  Potomac, MD 20854 
  Phone:    301-365-1415   Fax:  301-365-3104  
  Website:  www.olom.org 
  Office hours: 9:00am–5:00pm  Monday-Friday 

Sacraments 

 

We welcome those who are 
new to our faith community; 
those returning to the 
Catholic Church or those 
simply visiting with us today.  
We are blessed to have you 
with us and are glad you are 
here! 
 

If you would like to learn 
more about our parish  or 
register as a parishioner of 
Our Lady of Mercy Church, 
I invite you to contact me or 
any member of our parish 
staff at 301-365-1415 or at 
frbill@olom.org. 
 

You may also go to our 
website - www.olom.org   
to download our registration 
form or pick up a  brochure in 
the main entrance of the 
church. 

 

Peace and blessings, 

           Fr. Bill  Byrne 

 

Our Mission 
 

We are a Catholic  
community of followers 

 of Christ who desire to be 
ever more deeply rooted 

 in the presence 
 and power of God.  
We are guided and  
empowered by the 

Holy Spirit,  
the Word of God and  

the tradition of the Church. 
We welcome all  

to join us as we reach out  
in justice and love 

 to build God's kingdom.  

                    
frbill@olom.org 

deaconcharles@olom.org  

 
alanave@olom.org 

 
jrose@olom.org 

socialconcerns@olom.org 
bhadley@olom.org 

 
 

awalker@olom.org 
sgurzo@olom.org                                          

 

 
www.schoololom.org 

 

 

dthomas@olom.org 
cgreen@olom.org         

 
 

mconlon@olom.org 
mk@olom.org 

Bulletin notices due  
Monday 8 am   mk@olom.org 

Reconciliation 
Saturday  4:00pm -  4:55pm 
Sunday    8:30am -  8:55am 
              10:30am - 10:55am 
                4:30pm -   4:55pm 
Tuesday  1:45pm -  2:45pm 

                        
      Holy Hours 
      Adoration and Benediction 

 Mon-Fri:      8:15am- 8:30am 
 Tuesday     1:45pm –2:45pm 
 

JOIN FLOCKNOTES  

Send a text to: 84576 

enter OLOM 

OLOM   

POTOMAC 

Pope Francis (@Pontifex)  
 

Receiving the joy of the Spirit is a grace. Moreover, it is the 
only force that enables us to preach the #Gospel and to 
confess our faith in the #Lord. Faith means bearing witness to 
the joy that the Lord gives to us. A joy such as this cannot be 
the result of our own efforts. 



 
5 THINGS I LEARNED FROM MOE  

BY FR. BILL BYRNE  
 

My previous parish assignment was St. Peter’s on Capitol Hill. In a city parish, one encounters many 
different types of people. From Members of Congress to the homeless, the Hill offers a powerful 
experience of the Body of Christ in all His diversity. I learned that a parishioner and friend, Maurice 
Hawkins, had died. Moe was 72 when he passed of a heart attack. Formerly homeless, through the work of 
amazing case workers and the love and support of parishioners from St. Peter’s, Moe lived in city housing 
and had a rich life. Moe was developmentally different and one of the most remarkable men I have ever 
met.  
 

I don’t cry easily. However, when I learned of Moe’s passing, some tears flowed. I know it sounds cliché, 
but Moe was the face of Christ. He was like an angel, albeit one dressed in two coats and two hats and 
carrying a walking stick on the hottest day of the year. The catch is that, unlike the times we may use such 
phrases to describe other people, in Moe they are actually all true. I remember him sitting in the church, 
praying his rosary, and imagining his prayers going straight up to Heaven (or Jesus, our Heavenly Father, 
the Blessed Mother, etc.). His simple faith made me a better man and priest. So, both in homage to this 
gentle man, and in gratitude for his blessing to all who were privileged to know him, I offer you five things I 
learned from Moe.  
 

Blessings – Moe would come to the Saturday 5 pm Mass each week. After Mass, he would come to the 
sacristy and ask me to bless various items. Each week he would present some set of items he had collected: 
a bunch of clovers, a Barbie doll head, a jar, a stick, bark from the tree the parish had to cut down, a ring 
from a bubble gum machine. He saw them all as beautiful and wanted God’s blessing for them. From Moe I 
learned to never take for granted the little and unexpected treasures of life.  
 

Art - Among the consistent items to be blessed were photos of his latest art display. Moe would have 
arranged a table in his apartment with images that he had artistically enhanced. A typical display might 
include photos of Dr. Martin Luther King, a Greek goddess--usually Aphrodite-- an image of the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus, a holy card of Mother Theresa, a crucifix, and plastic flowers in a vase. Moe would take 
pictures and then get them blown up at CVS. Then I would bless them and he would gift them to others. 
The photos were beautiful, quirky, and sweet all at once. But above all, they were art. Moe was an artist. 
From Moe I learned to seek the beauty in life: go to a museum, read a poem, draw a picture.  
 

Realize Your Blessings- An artist seeks truth and beauty and gives it back to the world. Moe had a 
fascination with history and mythology. He often asked me to pray that he could read and write better. 
That request always broke my heart. To have the desire and the love of learning and sharing that love with 
others, only to meet a wall that was not climbable, seemed tragic in my limited estimation. From Moe I 
learned to remember the simplest blessings and use them for the good of others.  
 

Joy of Helping – After Mass, Moe would go down to our parish hall and empty the trash, wipe down the 
toilets, and even scrub the stove. I never asked him, nor expected him to do this, but he would always help 
as his gift to his family at St. Peter’s. He did it for Jesus. From Moe I learned to realize the most humble 
tasks are often the most powerful ways to serve the Lord.  
 

Remember Eternity - Each time Moe would come for a visit, he would say “Don’t say goodbye. Say see you 
later.” After that he would instruct me to say “goodnight” to whatever dog I had at the time: Cleo, Maggie, 
Mary Cole or Roo. One night more than a year after Cleo had passed, Moe said, “Say Goodnight to Cleo.” I 
reminded him that Cleo was gone now. He told me, “I know. She walks me home every night.” I am sure 
she walked him home one final and wondrous time. From Moe I learned to remember that God created us 
for eternity.  



While our public Masses have 
been suspended, Fr. Bill Byrne 

continues to offer his daily virtual 
Masses for the following 

intentions: 

 
Robert Keevan 

Lloyd M. Scott Jr. 
Harvey Williams 
Caterina Galleti 

Jiovanni and Maria Paparelli 
Roberto Soto 

Dr. Pamela Bekir-Thistle 
Jim Boler 

Aurora Alvarez 
James Reilly 

 
 
 
 

BLESSED SACRAMENT  
CHAPEL 

 

Mondays through Fridays 
 from 8:30 am - 5:00 pm. 

 

After hours and on weekends 
a simple code is needed 

 to unlock the door.  
To obtain the code, please call 

301-365-1415. 
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PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS:  
Carolyn Bruna, Phyllis Minaya, Brandi Tovaric, Shin Sook Son, 
Nathaniel Barbera, Rachel Thau, Jim Napier,  Francisca Alvarez-
Rondon, Will Garcia, Mary Hartigan, George Torrico, Agnes Lee, 
Julia Carver 
 

ETERNAL REST GRANT UNTO THEM O LORD:  
The parishioners of Our Lady of Mercy Church offer our prayerful 
condolences to the families of Steven Hayes and Stephen 
Oroszlan. 

The annual Jubilarian Mass has been postponed to the fall.  
More information will be available in upcoming weeks. 
To register, please contact the Parish Office.  
For more information, please call the Office for Family Life at  
301-853-4546 or email visiblesign@adw.org.  

 

Masses are suspended until further notice. 

The Church remains open for individual prayer. 
 

Daily Rosary  
8:30 AM (join from home) 

 

Adoration  
temporarily postponed 

  

Confession 
Tuesdays, 1:45 PM - 2:45 PM 

 

Daily Masses 
online- www.olom.org 

 

Stay in Touch 
olom.org   adw.org   flocknotes   facebook   Instagram 

 
 
 

flocknote.com  
ourladyofmercy 

OR text OLOM to 84576 

Coronavirus Dispensation  
and Prayers  

A dispensation from the 
diocesan Bishop releases 
Catholics from fulfilling their 
Sunday obligation (Mass).  
Catholics are encouraged to 
offer up their sickness or 
pastoral care for the sake of 
those who are seriously ill 
and for those who have died. 

We have added a secure Prayer Request page to our website.  
 

Go to https://www.olom.org/mercy-prayer-intentions  and we will 
share your Prayer Requests with Father Bill/Mercy staff. 
 

Also, if you would like to join our Mercy Prayer Warrior team, 
please send your email request to alanave@olom.org.           
An updated prayer request list will be emailed to you weekly. 
 

If you are unable to shop or do needed errands due to age or illness, 
we do have a volunteer squad called Invisible Hands.  
Email Anne Walker at awalker@olom.org if you need assistance. 

Marriage Preparation Updates 
During the time of the coronavirus, the Office for Family Life is 
offering virtual marriage preparation classes.  
The next session will start in June.   
For more information please contact the Office for Family Life 
at: visiblesign@adw.org or call 301-853-4546. 



Invest just five minutes a day, and your faith will deepen and grow—a day at a time. 

Sunday, May 31, 2020 
SOLEMNITY OF PENTECOST 
The Spirit is still at work 
The traditional Pentecost hymn is “Veni Sancte 
Spiritus” (“Come, Holy Spirit”). It’s called the Golden 
Sequence—a sequence being a prayer that precedes the 
gospel reading. It became part of the Pentecost liturgy in 
the 16th century but was written earlier, probably by 
Cardinal Stephen Langton of Canterbury around the year 
1200. It’s tempting to treat the Mass as something that fell 
from heaven as is. Liturgy is a collaborative effort, woven 
across centuries—and evolving still. Put your unique stamp 
on it. 
TODAY'S READINGS: Day: Acts 2:1-11; 1 Corinthians 12:3b-7, 
12-13; John 20:19-23 (63). “Jesus came and stood in their midst 
and said to them, ‘Peace be with you.’ ” 
 

Monday, June 01, 2020 
MEMORIAL OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY, MOTHER 
OF THE CHURCH 
Sing of Mary 
Today’s celebration of the Blessed Virgin Mary is still new 
for the Catholic Church, having been decreed by Pope 
Francis in 2018. But Mary’s tender loving care has been 
sung throughout the ages. Yes, we experience her 
maternal protection for each and every one of us. But it’s 
another thing to honor her universally as protectress of the 
Mystical Body of Christ. That’s why this memorial comes 
when it does: the day after Pentecost Sunday—the 
birthday of the church. Let us honor Mary in the manner of 
the decree, as “Mother of the Redeemer and Mother of the 
Redeemed”—namely, Christ's mother and ours. 
TODAY'S READINGS: Genesis 3:9-15, 20 or Acts 1:12-14; John 
19:25-34 (572A). “Behold, your mother.” 
 

Tuesday, June 02, 2020 
MEMORIAL OF MARCELLINUS AND PETER, MARTYRS 
Take notice 
Today’s rather obscure saints from the early church are 
included in the Roman Martyrology, a catalog of saints who 
suffered martyrdom during the era of persecution of early 
Christians. While some claim Catholicism places too much 
emphasis on suffering and death, recent events suggest 
there is a deeper wisdom at work in the Martyrology. In 
times of crisis, heroic witness often involves willingness to 
suffer or perhaps even die for a worthy cause. Honor 
martyrs past and present for their witness. 
TODAY'S READINGS: 2 Peter 3:12-15a, 17-18; Mark 12:13-17 
(354). “Repay to Caesar what belongs to Caesar and to God what 
belongs to God.” 
 

Wednesday, June 03, 2020 
MEMORIAL OF CHARLES LWANGA AND 
COMPANIONS, MARTYRS 
And the youth shall lead us 
The world today is blessed with many young people willing 
to take a stand on major issues of our time. They work to 
end violence in schools and on our streets, protect lives, 
and ensure that future generations and the earth will thrive. 
Today in the church we honor a group of teens and 20-
somethings who stood up for one another amid the threat 
of violence and death.  

Charles Lwanga and his 21 companions were 
martyred in Uganda in 1886 because their Catholic 
faith opposed the ruling king’s violent ways. In light of 

your faith, when and where are you called to take a stand? 
TODAY'S READINGS: 2 Timothy 1:1-3, 6-12; Mark 12:18-27 
(355). “I remind you to stir into flame the gift of God that you 
have.” 
 

Thursday, June 04, 2020 
Not worth fighting about 
Timothy was a peacemaker in the early church. He urged 
members of newly formed congregations to work out their 
differences rather than foster needless division. Sadly 
church life (Catholic and otherwise) still involves far too 
many stories of division—sometimes over the smallest 
things. Whatever your community’s issue might be, be a 
voice for reasonable compromise. 
TODAY'S READINGS: 2 Timothy 2:8-15; Mark 12:28-34 (356). 
“Tell them in the name of God that there must be no wrangling 
about words: all that this ever achieves is the destruction of those 
who are listening.” 
 

Friday, June 05, 2020 
MEMORIAL OF BONIFACE, BISHOP, MARTYR 
Aging can bring strengths 
The COVID-19 crisis highlights the health risks older folks 
face. At the same time, it has led occasionally to examples 
of ageism—the tendency to see someone as weak or 
infirm simply because of their age. Saint Boniface would 
have none of that. Traversing the rugged terrain of what is 
now Germany during the wild and untamed Middle Ages, 
he continued his tireless evangelization efforts well into his 
70s. In fact, only martyrdom could bring his ministry to a 
close. “Respect your elders” means respecting their ability 
to continue making meaningful contributions. 
TODAY'S READINGS: 2 Timothy 3:10-17; Mark 12:35-37 (357). 
“From all these things the Lord delivered me.” 
 

Saturday, June 06, 2020 
MEMORIAL OF NORBERT, BISHOP 
Humble pie belongs on every menu 
Saint Norbert was a key figure in reforming the medieval 
church and monastic life. An ascetic at heart, he wore the 
simplest garb and walked barefoot even in winter. Having 
been appointed archbishop of Magdeburg in 1126 against 
his wishes, he arrived at the episcopal residence only to be 
met by a doorman who took him to be a beggar and turned 
him away! Church officials quickly explained the error to 
the doorman, but Norbert turned to him and said, “You 
were right the first time.” A healthy sense of humility will 
take each of us far. 
TODAY'S READINGS: 2 Timothy 4:1-8; Mark 12:38-44 (358). 
“Amen, I say to you, this poor widow put in more than all the other 
contributors to the treasury.” 
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If you experience any form of abuse,  
please know that there is help.  

Call the National Domestic Violence Hotline  
1 (800) 799-7233.  

 

To learn more about domestic violence visit: 
www.catholiccharitiesdc.org/familypeace 
 

Questions?  
Need Confidential Help?  
You are not alone.  
National Domestic Violence 
Hotline -  Call 1-800-799-SAFE 

SHARING OUR TREASURE 
OFFERTORY COLLECTION SUMMARY  

(Offertory, Christmas, Easter) 
FY 2019-2020 through April $1,748,700 

Average per Sunday is $39,743 
FY 2018-2019 through April $1,768,128 

Average per Sunday was $41,119 

2019 Contribution Statements are available 
upon request. Please call the Parish House at 301
-365-1415, x124 or email mk@olom.org.  

Sustainability Tip of the Week:  
Volunteer where you are needed. 
– If you are healthy, there is still need in shelters, 
soup kitchens, and food pantries. Ecological 
restoration sites and community gardens may 
need your help. You may also be able to 
volunteer remotely including phone-banking for 
the election, fundraising for a charity, or 
participating in other advocacy efforts.  

Faith Direct 
Our Lady of Mercy needs your support now more 
than ever!  Join the parishioners who are using 
Faith Direct for automated giving to Our Lady of 
Mercy.  Faith Direct offers a safe and secure way 
to donate to our parish in this time of 
uncertainty.  There is no cost to you, and the 
program provides a great benefit to our parish.   
 

Sign up today by visiting faith.direct/MD37.  
 

Thank you for your continued support of our 
parish family.  
You can help us during this COVID-19 pandemic. 

Check out our new donation button on the 
website: www.olom.org 

Please Don't Forget Our Offertory Collection.  
If you use envelopes, please mail them or drop 
them in the special box marked "Offertory" on the 
left side the main entrance of the church. 

Catholic Charities Legal Network counsels and 
provides legal representation to low- income and 
poor residents throughout the Archdiocese of 
Washington, D.C. and relies heavily on volunteer 
lawyers to fulfill its mission.  
If you are a lawyer in active status who wants to 
make a real difference in the lives of families and 
individuals struggling in our community, please 
reach out to Dan Collopy at (301) 615-0949 
or daniel.collopy@cc- dc.org to discuss how you 
can help. The Legal Network handles most civil 
practice areas and criminal expungements. 

The Little Sisters of the Poor need support as 
they provide care for the elderly at their Jeanne 
Jugan Residence during these challenging times. 
Since the Little Sisters are unable to go to the 
local parishes and collect donations for the needs 
of their residents, please consider donating any of 
the following items and have them delivered to:   
Jeanne Jugan Residence 
4200 Harewood Road NE, Washington, DC 20017                        
202-269-1831 
Donations can be delivered at the main entrance.  
Most needed items: 
 Disposable gloves 
 Disposable head covers and shoe covers 

 Isolation gowns 
 Disposable masks 

 Laundry detergent 

 Disinfectant wipes and spray 
 Nutri-grain fruit bars, fig newtons 

 Individual servings of applesauce 
 Frito lay variety chips 

 Nabisco variety pack cookies, mini cookies 
 Individual serving box juices 

 Bottles of Juice (apple, cranberry, etc) 



 

CRITICAL NEEDS DURING THE CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC  
 PLEASE CONTINUE YOUR SUPPORT 

 

Contribute with a Face Mask!  
Catholic Charities has started a new volunteer initiative for the COVID-19 crisis. Right now, we need help 
making sewn face coverings to protect our employees at community food distributions programs and 
homeless shelters. We simply don't have enough masks to continue to provide, so we are turning to volunteer 
donations to help! 
More info and instructions can be found at the following link as well as our other remote opportunities during 
COVID-19:https://www.catholiccharitiesdc.org/covid-19-volunteer-opportunities/  
We are striving to serve our community and keep our staff and clients safe.  
We thank you for any support you are able to give!  
If you have any questions, please contact  maura.filoromo@cc-dc.org.   
 

St. Martin’s Food Pantry 
Please bring grocery bags filled with 
nonperishable food items to the front 
of the church. The Church remains 
open during regular hours.  
Checks  are also greatly appreciated. 
 

“The option for the poor and the abandoned motivates us to liberate them from material 
poverty and to defend their rights, but also to invite them to friendship with the Lord, who loves 
them and has given them immense dignity.”             
                                                  -  Pope Francis–February 26, 2020  

 

Suggested items: 
   Dried Legumes and Grains   (rice, dried beans, lentils, corn tortilla flour, etc.)  
   Canned Proteins  (tuna, salmon, chicken, peanut butter) 
   Pastas and Sauces  (pasta, spaghetti sauce, macaroni & cheese) 
   Soups  (beef stew, chili, chicken noodle, turkey, rice) 
   Canned Vegetables–low sodium   (mixed, green beans, corn, tomatoes) 
   Whole Grain Cereal   (cheerios, cornflakes, raisin bran, plain oatmeal) 
   Canned Fruits– in own juice or light syrup  (pineapple, peaches and pears, applesauce) 
   Healthy Snacks  (raisins, dried fruits, nuts) 
   Cooking Oils    (vegetable oil, olive oil, canola oil, Smart Balance) 
 

St. Francis Emergency Fund: Langley Park 
Langley Park is the most densely populated area of Prince George’s County.  Between 17,000 - 30,000 people 
live there.  Our Lady of Mercy has had a special relationship with Langley Park for many years. 
PLEASE, DONATE TO ST. FRANCIS EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE FUND. 
Donations will be used to help immigrant families in Langley Park pay for their rent, utilities, and survive. 
 

Donations can be mailed to: 
St. Francis Emergency Fund: Langley Park 
St. Camillus Church 1600 St. Camillus Dr. Silver Spring, MD 20903         
 

Or make online donations at: https://stcamilluschurch.org/ 
Click Giving; in box that says Envelope#, type: St. Francis Emergency Fund: Langley Park  



We Were So Hopeful!  
We are sad to report that  
Camp Mercy 2020 is cancelled.  
 
 

With the County cancelling all their summer 
programs, we made this decision in the best 
interest of all campers, counselors, and 
parishioners. We are planning to make Camp Mercy 
2021 even better!  
Please email Becca, bhadley@olom.org with any 
questions. 

YOUTH 

SCAMP- Summer Camp At Mercy Parish has been 
cancelled for 2020 -- 
Every past summer, OLOM welcomed 40 children 
from two parishes in Southeast Washington to join 
Mercy youth, who provide them with a week-long 
summer camp experiences. Please contact Kristy 
Keteltas 301-775-1702 or Jay George at 
socialconcerns@olom.org to learn more about this 
year’s cancellation and 2021 camp opportunities.  

ADULT FAITH FORMATION 

 ERSS "REVELATION: 
 THE KINGDOM YET TO COME"  STUDY ONLINE 
Join us as Biblical scholar Jeff Cavins pulls back the veil 
on the rich symbolism present in Revelation through 
Ascension Press.  There are 10 lessons in this study. 
Each lesson has an accompanying online video lasting 
45-60 minutes which participants watch on their own 
time.  Lesson discussions will take place remotely 
using Zoom.       
TWO OPTIONS: 
 1)  Every other Tuesday afternoon  
      June 2nd -October 6 at 3:15 pm.  
 2)  Every Thursday evening   
       June 4 - August 1 at 7:00 pm. 
TO REGISTER:  Email  ERSSatOLOM@gmail.com and 
other contact information and you will be sent a link 
to purchase your own workbook. The email link will 
come directly from Ascension Press. The workbook is 
the ONLY material you need to order, as the videos 
are then available to you for an year online at no 
additional cost. Total cost for the workbook including 
shipping is around $33.  

 
VIRTUAL 

Mercy Summer Spectrum of Education 
Enrichment Classes  

 
Designed for students entering grades K-8  

Registration is open to all students. 
Please call school office, 301-365-4477 

www.schoololom.org 



          hen the current 
         restrictions are 
eased and we are able 
to gather for Mass 
again, it is important 
for all of us to 
understand that things 
will not immediately 
“go back to normal.” 
 

Recently, the Governor 
of Maryland and 
the Mayor of the 
District of Columbia 
announced the 
expectation of multiple 
phases when beginning 
to ease restrictions occurs. Concurrently, an 
archdiocesan team has been planning for liturgical 
celebrations in the future, taking into consideration 
any new guidelines. 
 

While we are still working on the details, the list 
below are somethings we all need to keep in mind 
when the time comes to worship together again: 
 
 

  Social distancing will still be in place. The six feet 
separation restriction will likely still be required. 
You will be asked to wear a face covering, as 
recommended by the CDC. If you are in a 
vulnerable category (i.e., older adult, 65 years and 
older; person who is immunocompromised), you 
may desire to remain home during the initial 
reopening. Anyone who is ill, or suspects he or 
she is ill, should refrain from participation in 
public activities, including Mass. In addition, in 
light of CDC monitoring recommendations, 
anyone who arrives at the church and is 
exhibiting symptoms may be asked not to attend 
Mass out of an abundance of care and caution for 
others. When it becomes possible to receive Holy 
Communion again, parishes will have procedures 
for receiving communion that maintains social 
distancing and other precautions. 

What to Expect When 
Public Masses Start 
to Resume 

           

W  Attendance at Mass will continue to be limited. It 
is expected that restrictions for any large  
gatherings will remain in place. However, our 
plan includes how parishes will allow worship in 
the Church while adhering to  guidelines in place 
by local jurisdictions at a given time. 

 

 Church seating will be limited. Only a certain 
number of pews or chairs will be available for 
use. Hymnals may be removed, and paper 
worship aids utilized. 

 

 Dispensation from the Sunday and holy day 
     obligation will remain, due to the limited number 

of faithful who might be able to attend Mass and 
gather, and too, recognizing that those in a 
vulnerable category may choose to remain home. 
Parishes should continue livestreaming/
recording Mass for the faithful. 

 

 Liturgical changes will remain in effect. For those 
able to attend Mass, similar practices like those in 
March will remain in place, e.g., distribution of 
Holy Communion under one species, no 
exchanging of the sign of peace, no holy water 
fonts, etc. 

 

Even though parishes will take all reasonable 
precautions, and sanitize as best they can after each 
liturgical celebration, including the restrooms, there 
will still exist the risk of infection for anyone who 
attends a public Mass as we move through the 
various phases of easing restrictions. No one should 
expect that they will be safer in church than in any 
other public space. 
 

Please keep in mind, we will all experience 
challenges and frustration as we navigate through 
these weeks and months ahead. Each parish, based 
on their local circumstances, may  implement 
guidance from the Archdiocese in different ways.  
 

Let us continue to keep those sick and afflicted with 
the COVID-19; those on the front-lines caring for the 
sick; those who have died as a result of the virus;  
and all of our fellow parishioners and parishes in 
our prayers in these days ahead. 
                                                                                                                                                                           Rev. 05/14/20 

Archdiocese of  

Washington 
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for Over 40 Years
DAMASCUS
301-253-2840
301-972-4900  
“Mention this ad for 
FREE local delivery”

www.beallsflorist.com

We Deliver “Down the Street,  Across Town Or Around The World”

A family makes 
the funeral 
decisions.

Gawler’s honors them.

5130 Wisconsin Ave., (at Harrison Street) 

Northwest/966-6400

SONS, LLC
Funeral Directors Since 1850

10122 River Rd. Ste 210 • Potomac MD

301-299-3993

Recognized as Best Orthodontists:
 Bethesda Magazine
 Consumer Checkbook
 Invisalign® - Top 1% in North America

Dr. Petrarca & Rad2  Orthodontics
w w w . r a d s m i l e . c o m

Our  Consultations  are  always  COMPLIMENTARY!

LET US PLACE 
YOUR AD HERE.

Interior Decorating | Home Staging | Professional Organizing

(443) 812-1806 | www.opointeriors.com

Lannan
Legal pllc

Serving Hospitality and
Other Businesses Nationwide

ROBERT W. LANNAN
ATTORNEY AT LAW

(202) 223-8901
robert.lannan@lannanlegal.com

www.lannanlegal.com

ARCHITECTS
301.951.4391

www.studiozdc.com

12300 Parklawn Dr., Rockville, MD • Anthony Tossounian
(301) 881-8200 • www.nationalautobody.org

 Lic. 002003 

ROMEO'S TREE SERVICE INC.
 Serving Montgomery County
 TREE REMOVAL | TRIMMING | PRUNING
 10% OFF JOBS OF $400 OR MORE
 240-455-8474   240-602-2705
 www.romeostreeservice.com

3960 Howard Avenue, Kensington, MD

301-897-0880
mycarlosautoservice.com

Quality Repairs & Service Since 1958
bill and toni church  

MHIC #117896

STORM RESTORATION,
ROOFS, GUTTERS, TRIM,
PLUS MORE! www.capitalroofingplus.com

INDEPENDENT LIVING | ASSISTED LIVING
MEMORY CARE

Be part of our family and
volunteer with us.

Call us at  301.946.7700.
3620 LITTLEDALE RD.

KENSINGTON MD 20895

www.kensingtonparkseniorliving.com

K E N S I N G T O N  P A R K 
A Senior Living Community

ALL STYLES • ALL AGES
ALL LEVELS

Rockville Town Square
301-840-8400
dcdcDance.com

Landscaping Design / Landscaping
Tree Service / Snow Removal
francislawnservice@yahoo.com 

(301) 330-4432
Free Estimates / Licensed & Insured

• Replacement Windows
• Patio Doors
• Entry Doors

• Roofing & Siding

301-208-3580
www.rwdoor.com

MHIC 10632

Leahy
Plumbing &  Heating, Inc.

Since 1927 WSSD 241

Heating Repair & Replacement Services
Sewer & Drain Cleaning | New Installation & Repair

Gaithersburg 301-963-2831 | Bethesda 301-652-0478
lphinc@aol.com

BERTHÉ COUNSELING GROUP
 If you’re worried about your child and his mood or behavior,

or you’re dealing with difficult experiences of your own, Berthé 
Counseling Group can provide you with deeper understanding, 

collaborative problem-solving, and compassionate care to help you and
your family feel better, more secure, and more confident about

achieving the changes you’re looking for. 

Contact Alex Berthé to learn more
about his psychotherapy

services for children, adolescents,
young adults, and their families.

240.316.4527
alex@berthecounseling.com

6320 Democracy Boulevard, Bethesda, MD 
www.berthecounseling.com

 HARRY C. HEARN, INC.
 Harry Hearn, CPA

TAXES BUSINESS & PERSONAL, BOOKKEEPING,
PAYROLL & ACCOUNTING SERVICES

www.HarryHearnInc.com
Harry@HarryCHearnInc.com

301-774-6915
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AUTO • HOME • BUSINESS • LIFE

Columbia • Frederick •  Bethesda  
Tysons Corner, VA • Fairfax, VA

800-241-6200 
www.vwbrow.com | info@vwbrown.com

Call us for a quote today.
A commitment to personal service, 
pride and spirit in our community.

EXTERIOR • INTERIOR
Fully Licensed & Insured

Jim Kuzma
301-608-0988 
zmapaint@aol.com

Serving Montgomery County Since 1980

Orthodontics for
Children & Adults

Dr. Donald Liang, D.D.S  
Dr. Christopher Liang, D.D.S

10000 Falls Rd. Ste 214 • Potomac
(301) 983-3132

www.str8smile.com

MULHERON
TREE EXPERTS
301-942-6700

Contact: Bob Johnson, President
(301) 590-7344

Bob@NatelliHomes.com
www.NatelliHomes.com

Founded at Mercy in 1994, PCR provides innovative 
programs for teens and adults with developmental differences.

PCR is grateful to Mercy Parish for its generous support.  

Please visit us at www.pcr-inc.org
301-365-0561

PLEASE VISIT US AT

www.sheehy.com

PEER TUTORING
In Home | Any K-12 Subject | Affordable Rates

JoEllen LaMonica-Hayes
240-888-1001 | joellen@aristotlecircle.com

www.aristotlecircle.com

A Service of Sibley Memorial and Suburban Hospitals

Skilled Nursing Care • Infusion Therapy • Rehab Therapy (PT, OT, SLP)
Home Care Aide • Medical Social Service • Mental Health Service

Ready to serve you 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

301.896.6999

 (703) 716-ROOF (7663) “Put your faith in us!!” WWW.SJROOF.COM

 FREE ESTIMATES & STORM DAMAGE ASSESSMENTS Family-Owned & Locally Operated

Superior Craftsmanship No High-Pressure Sales
Transparent Pricing Comprehensive, Lifetime Warranty
Award-Winning Customer Service
Angie’s List Super Service Award Winner every year since 2007!!

Serving Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner
OPEN 365 DAYS 8 AM to 8 PM

• FULL BREAKFAST •
• BAKERY and CATERING •

CABIN JOHN VILLAGE
7913 Tuckerman Lane, Potomac, MD 20854

304-765-DELI
Catering: 301-299-5770

View our menu and Order Online at AttmansDeli.com

Nancy Shahin Itteilag
Wall Street Journal’s Top Ten Agents in USA 2007

#9 Agent in the United States
Licensed in MD, DC, and VA

3201 New Mexico Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20016

Cell: 202-905-7762
Office Phone: 202-944-5000

itteilag@gmail.com

 BETHESDA-CHEVY CHASE, INC. ROCKVILLE INC.
 7557 WISCONSIN AVENUE 300 W. MONTGOMERY AVENUE
 BETHESDA, MD 20814 ROCKVILLE, MD 20850
 (301) 652-2200 (301) 762-3939

William A. Pumphrey | 6th Generation We are the only funeral home in the 
Montgomery Co. or D.C. area with our own crematorium on premises.

To complement a full continuum  of 
care, Maplewood is the first and only 

senior living community to offer a 
boutique concierge medical service 

providing access to physicians 
24 hours a day, 7 days a week!

Voted Best Senior 
Living Community
by the readers of Bethesda 
Magazine for eleven 
consecutive years (2010-2020)

301.530.0500
maplewoodparkplace.com
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Over 
30 years 

of exceptional 
private duty 
nursing and

companion care.

Call 
301.986.9129

24/7     

Chevy Chase
Washington, DC
Columbia
Baltimore

De Vol 
FUNERAL HOME
Family Owned and Operated

www.DeVolFuneralHome.com

10 East Deer Park Drive
Gaithersburg, MD 20877
(301) 948-6800

2222 Wisconsin Avenue, N.W.
  Washington D.C. 20007

 (202) 333-6680
Free Valet Parking

Bobby Y. Lee
Managing Attorney/Principal

7700 Old Georgetown Road – Suite 210
Bethesda, MD 20814

Tel: 301-654-2560 • 301-654-0325
bobby@sagetitlegroup.com • www.sagetitlegroup.com

Mercy Alumna and Parishioner

 Recognized by 
The Wall Street Journal/2015 RealTrends 

as one of the Top Agents in Maryland

ANNE KILLEEN
301-706-0067

Toprealtormd.dc@gmail.com

Tim Demaree
(301) 332-1309

tim@bpwservices.com

Pressure Washing
Snow Removal

Commercial & Residential

FRAM MONUMENT
Family Owned & Operated Since 1922

• Don’t Pay Cemetery Prices
• Installed Directly at Your Cemetery

• Design & Order Online
Largest Memorial Display in Greater Washington

 
 301-605-8081
 www.FramMonument.com
 822-D Rockville Pike
 Rockville, MD 
 (Across from 
 Wintergreen Plaza)

You set the goals.
I’ll help you get there.

Mortgage solutions for buying, building or refinance
 C.J. Kemp, Mortgage Loan Officer
 301.651.4189
 cj.kemp@suntrust.com
 suntrust.com/cj.kemp
 How can we help you shine?
 Equal Housing Lender. SunTrust Mortgage, Inc. - NMLS #2915,
 901 Semmes Avenue, Richmond, VA 23224. ©2015 SunTrust
 Banks, Inc. SunTrust, SunTrust Mortgage and How can we help
 you shine? are federally registered service marks of SunTrust
 Banks, Inc. MD residents only. Rev. 12.15.14

NMLSR# 659529

MR T’S JANITORIAL 
SERVICE COMPANY, INC.
CONTRACT CLEANING 

SPECIALISTS
7500 ADELPHI ROAD, HYATTSVILLE MD

301-919-4100

Mary Keegan Magner
Parishioner, REALTOR®
(301) 785-1601
mary.magner@lnf.com

Michael S. Febrey, CPA
TAX PREPARATION & IRS PROBLEM RESOLUTION
Proudly Serving the Community Since 1979

4900 AUBURN AVE, STE 201 • BETHESDA

301-657-1040   www.FebreyCPA.com

Tamara Kucik
Partner, Broker, Realtor®

 301-580-5002

Contribution to Our Lady of Mercy for your
home sale or purchase 

TowerHill Realty • 301-857-1867
www.tamara4homes.com

The CHEAPEST way is to do
it Right the FIRST time!

Family Run Business   703.665.8548 | 703-651-1197
www.osheapavingandmasonry.com

Washington, D.C. 20016

O’Shea
Paving & Masonry

1-800-GET-VITO 
www.vitoservices.com

 Board Certified
Rheumatologists

Guada Respicio Duque MD, MSc, FACP, FACR

301-942-7600  www.washingtonarthritis.com

SPLAINE
SECURITY SYSTEMS
Locally Owned

FREE Home Security Survey • FREE Estimates
First 3-Mths. Monitoring FREE w/Paid Installation

301-942-6262 www.splainesystems.com

We worry about your website...you worry about your business. 

301-580-3626   Locally Owned and Operated

www.sunrisehostingservices.com

Partnered with 
Go Daddy

MONTGOMERY MALL EXXON
Full Service Repair Shop & Tire and Brake Specialist

10201 West Lake Drive, Bethesda, Maryland
301-365-3301

montgomerymallexxon@verizon.net
Mention this ad for 10% OFF 

for automotive repairs to parishioners


