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St. Christopher Church 

950 West Boylston Street 

Worcester, MA  01606 

“Behold Saint Christopher . . . 

                               . . . Go Thy Way  

                                                 in Safety” 

�

RECONCILIATION:  Suspended until �

                                    further notice�

�

BAPTISM: By Appointment�

Please see the Pastor after Mass for a form.�

Baptisms must be scheduled at least one month in advance.�

�

Baptism Preparation: Mrs. Sheila Slik�

by appointment only.�

�

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE:�

Please contact/talk to the Pastor after Mass to make �

an appointment twelve months in advance, before �

making plans for reception and wedding date.�

CONTACT US�

�

Rectory:   Phone 508�853�1492;  FAX 508�853�4338�

�

Religious Ed./Church Hall/Bingo: 508�853�3302�

�

Email:  parish@stchristopherparishworcester.org�

�

Web Site:  www.stchristopherworcester.org�

�

Office Hours:  Monday�Thursday, 8 a.m.�2 p.m.�

Parish office is closed on Friday.�

�

***************************************�

Rev. Stanley F. Krutcik, Pastor�

frstanley@stchristopherparishworcester.org�

�

Deacon Van Nguyen�

�

Mrs. Diane Dadah�

Administrator of Religious Education�

508�853�3302�

religioused@stchristopherparishworcester.org�

�

Mrs. Sheila Slik�

Coordinator for the �

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA)  �

508�853�3302�

religioused@stchristopherparishworcester.org�

�

James Joinville � Music Director�

�

Clesson Dupuis � Business Manager�

busmgr@stchristopherparishworcester.org�

�

Cindy Barnaby�

Administrative Assistant �

adminasst@stchristopherparishworcester.org�

�

John Slik � Building & Maintenance�

�

Leo Pedone � Bingo Chairman�

We thank you for visiting us!  

�

�

�

If you wish to become a �

parishioner of St. Christopher’s, 

please see Fr. Stanley after Mass 

for a parish registration form.�

March 22, 2020 

�

�

�

�

�

�

All Masses have been suspended until further notice.�

The church is open daily (Monday through Friday) 

from 9:00 a.m.�2:00 p.m. for private prayer.�

(Enter church through side doors on right hand side.)�

In You allow �

us to find hope �

and healing.�

Be with those who 

serve the sick and 

give them your �

caring hands.�

Be with those �

who lead and �

give them Your 

spirit of wisdom.�

Be with those who 

have fallen ill and 

give them Your 

comforting heart.�

Wrap Your arms around our 

world and hold us in Your love.�

Allow us at this time of trial to 

then serve as  instruments of �

that love to all we meet.�

We ask this in Your Name.  Amen.�

Compassionate �

and Loving Father,�

in the face of �

confusion and �

concern, impart �

to us the calm of �

Your presence.�



My dear friends in Christ,�

   As we confront almost hourly news reports about rising cases of Coronavirus, additional measures to �

restrict exposures to the threat of this insidious virus, and concerns about our own health and the wellbeing 

of our loved ones, we can become very anxious. �Yet we are a people of hope, grounded in the faith that 

God is always with us. As your bishop, I write to you today in these troubling times to remind you of this 

unshakeable tenet of our Catholic faith.�

   Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI, in his encyclical Spe Salvi (Saved by Hope) stressed how the virtue of hope is critical �

for anyone who encounters suffering: “[T]he present, even if it is arduous, can be lived and accepted if it leads towards �

ja goal, if we can be sure of this goal, and if this goal is great enough to justify the effort of the journey” (Spe Salvi 1). �

What is that goal for us today? I propose that our first goal is to maintain a courageous spirit of optimism and �

perseverance during this health crisis. We are responsible for being good stewards of our bodies and for following the 

advice of medical professionals to minimize risk. By virtue of our baptism we are also called as good citizens to care for 

others in need, in good times and in bad.�

   In Spe Salvi, Benedict XVI noted that “It is not science that redeems man: Man is redeemed by love. This applies even 

in terms of this present world. . . . The human being needs unconditional love. He needs the certainty which makes him 

say: “neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, 

nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our 

Lord” (Rom. 8:38�39). (SS26)��

   As people of faith, let us not lose sight of the fact that our ultimate goal is life eternal, to one day enjoy God’s life and 

love eternally. That love is experienced even in this life when we are cared for in times of sickness with �

compassion, and we in turn become agents of God’s love when we help others in need.�

   So what can we do? I suggest we consider three things: Pray, Listen and Respond. �

   Pray the Prayer In Time of Pandemic which we are sharing through our parishes and institutions. Why? �

Prayer will ground us in the realization that, first of all, we are not alone. Even when seemingly no one else hears us in 

our pleas, God always hears us. It reminds us that the truly important things in life are bigger than us and we must set 

aside our pride to focus on what is truly important in life.�

   Listen and Respond. Our faith reminds us that grace builds on nature. If we are attentive to the instructions of those 

around us we will be given the grace to respond. Hence, we must be attentive to the advice of healthcare  �

professionals to protect ourselves but we must also be attentive to the spiritual, emotional and physical needs of �

others. Pope Francis has observed that his greatest concern regarding how this crisis is unfolding in Italy is that �

of isolation. Feeling alone and feeling abandoned engender fear, not hope. Are young and elderly family members �

scared or at risk and need our assurances and help? Are neighbors alone and in need of wellness checks so as to not �

feel abandoned?�

   As baptized members of the Body of Christ, we also have a responsibility to the greater community of faith. In the 

weeks ahead, our faith life may be greatly challenged by not being able to attend Mass. We will have to fast from the 

very sustenance for which our souls yearn during this Lent, the Holy Eucharist. Again I stress �� do not lose hope. As 

your parishes communicate with you, I hope they will remind you that you can at least pray together with the Catholic 

community in our diocese through our Sunday and Daily Masses on the internet and on Spectrum (Charter) Channel 193. 

You may also have access to the Mass on Catholic TV from Boston if you are on a different cable company or satellite 

TV. You can make a Spiritual Communion as you spiritually prepare for the day, God willing, when you can return to the 

Banquet of the Lord at Easter.�

   As members of the Diocese of Worcester, I also implore you not to lose sight of how we are serving so many  �

people in need every day through our parish ministries and our diocesan agencies. Your call to be good stewards �

through the parish offertory is needed now as much as ever, as well as your continued support for the annual  �

Partners in Charity Appeal which is a lifeline for diocesan�wide service to thousands of people who are physically and 

spiritually in need. However, in light of these difficult times, I have suspended the activities of our diocesan capital �

campaign, Legacy of Hope, until these difficult times are behind us, in order to stay focused on addressing present needs. 

I encourage you to take advantage of online giving portals for your parish and Partners in Charity or simply continue to 

support your offertory by mail.�

   In closing, I ask that you join me in the following Prayer in Time of Pandemic and that you do so every day until this 

health crisis has passed.��

O God, whose Only Begotten Son bore the weight of human suffering for our salvation,�

hear the prayers of your Church for our sick brothers and sisters and deliver us from this time of trial.   �

Open our ears and our hearts to the voice of your Son:�Be not afraid, for I am with you always.�

Bless all doctors and nurses, researchers and public servants; give us the wisdom to do what is right and the faith to endure 

this hour, that we might gather once again to praise your name in the heart of your Church,�

delivered from all distress and confident in your mercy. Through Christ our Lord. Amen.�

   May God protect you and your loved ones through this time of trial.  With every prayerful best wish, I remain�

� � � � � � � � � Sincerely yours in Christ,�

� � � � � � � � � Most Reverend Robert J. McManus�

� � � � � � � � � Bishop of Worcester�
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Sunday, March 29

th�

NO Coffee Shop� � � � � �

NO Religious Education Classes �

Monday, March 30

th

�

NO Wachusett Community Band Practice� � �

Tuesday, March 31

st

�

NO Religious Education Office Hours � � �

Thursday, April 2

nd

� � �

NO Religious Education Office Hours� � � �

Friday, April 3

rd�

NO Stations of the Cross� � � � �

NO Bingo �

Saturday, April 4

th

�

NO Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confessions)� � �

NO Afternoon Confessions� � �

Sunday, April 5

th 

(Palm Sunday)�

NO Coffee Shop� � � � � �

NO Religious Education Class �

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

In compliance with Governor’s Baker’s Order,�

all Religious Education classes and meetings�

will be cancelled until further notice.�

�

ST. CHRISTOPHER’S RETIRED CLUB�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

(Tentative) NEXT MEETING:�

�

Wednesday, April 15

th�

at 1:00 p.m. in the church hall.�

�

�

The Retired Club is open to all �

parishioners and their friends �

who are age 55 and older.    �

Call Liz Knott at 508�852�2348 for information. �

Come One . . . Come All! �

We welcome new members anytime!�

Join us for a meeting & enjoy activities, 

refreshments and good company!�

1230AM, 970AM & 101.1FM Emmanuel Radio�

Spring Pledge Drive Call to Action�

�

Due to the Coronavirus COVID-19 pandemic, Emmanuel 

Catholic Radio’s major fundraiser, the Spring Pledge Drive, 

did not take place March 25-27.  The demand for Emmanuel 

Radio has increased exponentially during this world-wide 

crisis while critical funds from the pledge drive have  

evaporated.  Please help keep this important ministry  

coming to the sick, elderly, lonely and the entire Diocese  

of Worcester who listen to Emmanuel Radio for Daily Mass,  

Holy Rosary, diocesan announcements, Coronavirus  

updates, etc.  To make a tax-deductible donation/pledge,  

call 774-222-2566, visit 1230radio/com or mail a donation to 

Emmanuel Radio, P.O. Box 20027, Worcester, MA  01602. 

We are hoping to get enough �

young people together to have �

a volleyball team this summer!  �

Any parish youth in grades 7�12 �

is eligible to play.  Games are 

played here at St. Christopher’s �

on Monday nights from mid�June to August.  �

It’s a fun summertime activity and a great way to meet 

other people!  No experience necessary.  �

We are also very grateful that a parishioner,�

Damon Casiello, has offered to coach a team this year.  �

We are also looking for a second person to volunteer �

as Assistant Coach.  If anyone is interested in playing 

or helping out, call the parish office at 508�853�1492.�

ST. CHRISTOPHER’S PRAYER LINE�

�

If you have a request for prayers, or know of  someone 

who might, please call and leave a message for me. �

�

All we need is the person’s �

first name and the nature of �

the request (example:  Annie � �

for successful operation). �

�

I will contact those on the �

Prayer Line to add the �

intention to their list. �

�

Also, if you want to join us in prayer, �

please call Janet Stank at 508�852�8117.�

WORD OF LIFE�

�

“When the seas of life 

swell and we are �

battered by the waves, 

hope allows us to �

remain anchored in 

the heart of God.  �

May we hold fast to Christ our hope,�

from the beginning of life to its very end.”�

�

�

� �   ~USCCB Secretariat of Pro�Life Activities�

                              2019�20 Respect Life Reflection�

 � �     www.respectlife.org/reflection�

Spring 40 Days for Life Campaign�

�

The Spring 40 Days for Life Campaign to end abortion 

through prayer, fasting and education will run from 

February 26

th

�April 5

th

.  For more information,�

visit 40daysforlife.com/local�campaigns/Worcester�

or call Lee Crowley at 508�887�1064.�

Daily Mass on Emmanuel Radio�

All are invited to tune in to Emmanuel 

Radio for Daily Mass (7 days/week) at �

8 a.m. on 1230AM, 970AM & 101.1FM�

on your radio dial. You can also view �

the Daily Mass live stream at:   https://

streamdb3web.securenetsystems.net/v5/123OWNEB �

or watch on Facebook/1230AM Emmanuel Radio�

https://www.ewtn.com/catholicism/daily�readings.�



�

�

            �

                            �

   �

  �

“As members of the Diocese of Worcester, I implore 

you not to lose sight of how we are serving so many  �

people in need every day through our parish ministries 

and our diocesan agencies. Your call to be good �

stewards through the parish offertory is needed now �

as much as ever, as well as your continued support �

for the annual Partners in Charity Appeal which is �

a lifeline for diocesan�wide service to thousands of �

people who are physically and spiritually in need. . . .�

I encourage you to take advantage of online giving 

portals for your parish and Partners in Charity or �

simply continue to support your offertory by mail.”�

�

                  ~Bishop Robert McManus, Bishop of Worcester�

Envision Faith in Action! 

Thank you to all who �

made a gift to our 2020 �

Partners in Charity Appeal! 

   

   As Partners in Charity strives to  

build a better society in the Diocese of 

Worcester, let us be inspired to support 

this appeal with a gift or pledge.   

The Partners in Charity Appeal supports the work of 25  

diocesan agencies, ministries and programs throughout  

Central Massachusetts.  

 

 

   Please take time to watch our 2020 Partners in Charity  

video at www.partners-charity.net.  The website also lists 

the specific charities, ministries and educational programs 

that rely on your generosity.  

  

Donations can be made by doing one of the following: 

 

**Make online donations at www.Partners-Charity.net; 

 

**Text the word “donate” to 84576 to access the online 

giving page; 

 

**Call in a pledge or gift to 508-929-4366; 

 

**Mail donations to:  Partners in Charity, 49 Elm Street, 

Worcester, MA  01609 

 

   Whatever you can do to donate/pledge to Partners in  

Charity will be very appreciated.  Also, please pray for the 

success of our appeal here at St. Christopher’s.  Thank you! 

 

 

    Fr. Stanley 

50�50 CLUB �

�

The winner for Week 2�

(March 23, 2020):�

�

#02 � Shirley Dillon�

�

Good luck to all our 50/50 members!�

Even though we say that 

we believe, there is a part 

of us that doesn’t. There 

are many times in our 

lives when we experience 

death, whether it be the 

physical death of someone 

we love, a failed relation-

ship, the loss of a job, �

or a broken dream. �

As we are going through these death experiences, we 

can easily find ourselves reaching out to God to make it 

better and fix it! We think that the proper order of life is 

to maintain the things of this world, especially those 

things that are essential to our sense of well�being and 

security. We do not like change. The grieving that 

comes from our death experiences can keep us stuck 

and in despair. If we have lost something or someone of 

great value, the very meaning and essence of life is lost 

with them. We need gentle companions to lift us from 

despair and that is precisely who God desires to be in 

our life as well.�

   God calls us out of our tombs, where we have been 

closed up in fear and despair, and shouts, “Come out!” �

He desperately wants to show us the path to hope and 

the new life that is possible after loss and death. �

But our faith can be weak, and we still prefer to cling �

to the memory of what we had rather than the joyful 

possibilities of tomorrow. We sometimes live as if God �

is not real and that the transformative power of His �

resurrected presence is a story found in the Bible rather 

than a narrative unfolding in our lives.�

   God is the God of surprises, not our demise. God 

opens new possibilities, begins new chapters, creates 

new verses, and brings us to new heights! We spend so 

much time and energy ruminating over what we left 

behind yesterday that we are far too tired to see what 

can unfold tomorrow. Loving someone new doesn’t 

negate our past loves. Embracing the love of a person, 

God, or life itself tomorrow doesn’t diminish the love 

of yesterday. Each of our loves is different, and one 

cannot be replaced by another. They don’t cancel each 

other out. God truly has tended to every detail of our 

lives, and if we listen to each detail, we find that they 

all lead us back to Him. Jesus wants us to come out of 

our closed�up tombs. Are we going to listen this time?�

�

� � � � ©Liturgical Publica�ons, Inc.�

LENTEN GUIDELINES�

�

Abstinence from meat is to be �

observed by all Catholics fourteen years 

of age and older on Ash Wednesday, 

Good Friday and all the Fridays of Lent.�





FARM STAND • BUTCHER SHOPPE
DELICATESSEN

YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD SPECIALTY FOOD SHOPPE

www.ssmarketplace .com
301 - 307 West Boylston Street

West Boylston, MA 01583
508.835.9989

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
9:00 am–6:00 pm

 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com St. Christopher, Worcester, MA 03-1022

1160 West Boylston St.
Worcester

Heavenly Food
Spirited Hospitality

508.853.0789
www.oconnorsrestaurant.com

Callahan &
Fay Brothers
Funeral Directors

1 West Boylston St. • West Boylston
508-835-6500

61 Myrtle Street • Worcester
508-755-1500

www.callahanfay.com 

“Serving the Parish Community sinCe 1896”
Richard S. Mansfield, 

Funeral Director

1158 Main Street, Holden
100 Worcester Road, Sterling

508-829-4434    
978-422-0100

Advance 
Funeral Planning

www.milesfuneralhome.com

MILES
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

“Committed everyday to caring”

370 Plantation St., Worcester
508.754.0486 • Toll Free: 800.854.0486

Mercadante
FUNERAL HOME

& CHAPEL
Est. 1961

Complete Auto Body
Repairs & Painting

Michael P. Menard
314 W. Boylston St. | West Boylston, MA

mailbox@menardsautobody.com
www.MenardsAutoBody.com

508-853-2799

RS
36

2

Fresh Food, Fully Stocked Bar
BEST PLACE TO WATCH THE GAME

Sun.–Thurs. | 11am – 1am
Fri. & Sat. | 11am – 2am

Opened In Worcester For 30 Years!
508-853-3303

13 Mountain St. E. • Worcester, MA

Nancy R. Collazo

774-232-3651
ncollazo@primerica.com

138 Worcester Providence Tpke
P.O. Box 187 

Millbury, MA 01527

Contact Kathleen Zechello to place an ad today! 
kzechello@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6415

Reese Beaton
BRANCH MANAGER
MORTGAGE ADVISOR
NMLS #20572

 Office: 508-528-4451
 Fax: 885-386-1224
 Cell: 508-400-0248
 rbeaton@financeofamerica.com
 $0 Down Programs Available

TREASURED MEMORIES
REGONINI ZOLL MEMORIALS

CEMETERY LETTERING
MARKERS • MONUMENTS

626 Main St. Clinton, MA 01510
978-368-7539

BETTER
HEARING

STARTS
H E R E

Schedule your free hearing 
consultation and $200 off a pair 

of mid-level hearing aids.

 Call today!
  774-327-3451

26 West Boylston St.,  Suite 5  
West Boylston

hearingyourway.com


