January 9, 2022

"l am baptizing you with water, but one mightier than | is coming,
| am not worthy to loosen the thongs of his sandals. He wil

St. Christopher Church g%
950 West Boylston Street EA S/
Worcester, MA 01606

‘Bchold Saint ChristoPhcr -
... Go Thy Way
in Sa{:cty”

AMASS SCHEDULE

Vigil Mass (Saturday): 4:00 pm

Sunday Mass: 8:00 am (livestreamed)
and 10:00 am

Weekday Masses

(Mon., Thurs. & Fri.): 9:00 am

Holy Day Masses: To be determined

RECONCILIATION: Suspended until

further notice

BAPTISM: By Appointment Only
Please see the Pastor after Mass for a form.
Baptisms must be scheduled at least one month in advance.

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE:
Please contact/talk to the Pastor after Mass to make
an appointment twelve months in advance, before

making plans for reception and wedding date.

CONTACT US
Rectory: Phone 508-853-1492; FAX 508-853-4338

Religious Ed./Church Hall/Bingo: 508-853-3302
Email: parish@stchristopherparishworcester.org
Web Site: www.stchristopherworcester.org

Office Hours: Monday-Thursday, 8 a.m.-2 p.m.
Parish office is closed on Friday.
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Rev. Stanley F. Krutcik, Pastor
frstanley(@stchristopherparishworcester.org
Deacon Van Nguyen
Religious Education Office
Kim Fitzpatrick - Coordinator

508-853-3302
religioused@stchristopherparishworcester.org

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA)
508-853-1492

James Joinville — Music Director

Clesson Dupuis - Business Manager
busmgr@stchristopherparishworcester.org

Cindy Barnaby
Administrative Assistant
adminasst@stchristopherparishworcester.org

John Slik - Building & Maintenance

Leo Pedone - Bingo Chairman

‘We thank you for visiting us!

If you wish to become a
parishioner of St. Christopher’s, &

please see Fr. Stanley after Mass s
for a parish registration form. > ggcgmw
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Feast of the Baptism of the Lord

Saturday, January 8"
4:00pm For our Parish Family
Sunday, January 9"
8:00am Theresa Parretti,

by Mary Stevenson
10:00am Mass
Monday, January 10™
9:00am Mass
Tuesday, January 1
No Mass
Wednesday, January 12
No Mass
Thursday, January 13"
9:00am Mass
Friday, January 14"
9:00am Mass

Second Sunday in Ordinary Time

Saturday, January 15"

4:00pm Pauline Bruchmann, Birthday Remembrance,
by Family

Sunday, January 16™

8:00am Mass

10:00am Mass

lth

Tax Contribution Statements for 2021

Tax contribution statements are available to those
parishioners who wish to have a total of their 2021
parish contributions. To request a tax contribution
statement, please email the parish office or call
during office hours.

Also, if you do not currently
receive parish offertory
envelopes by mail and

wish to do so, please email
or call the parish office.

Therefore, if anyone is in
Christ, he is a new
creation. | he old has
passed away; behold, the
new has come.

—2 Cor 5:17 (ESV)

I'VIB}-‘ God’s peace be upon

you and remain with you

thrﬂughﬂut the Vear.

HELP WANTED—MANY OPENINGS!
ST. CHRISTOPHER’S PRAYER LINE

TIME REQUIRED—NOT MUCH,
AND VERY FLEXIBLE.
COMPENSATION—“OUT OF THIS WORLD”

Help enlarge our prayer line. Are you willing

to take private time in prayer for others in need?

Call Ken Butler at 508-852-0127 for more information.

Please consider joining.

%, o —. | Also, do you know of someone

Wl in need of prayers? We just

Request © | need the person’s first name

and the nature of the problem.

Remember, someday YOU may be the one in need!

Worcester Diocesan Catholic Men’s Conference
Assumption University, Worcester
Saturday, April 2, 2022

Men (of all ages, including teens and college students)
are invited to this important in-person conference.
Hear dynamic talks from outstanding Catholic leaders:
Kevin O’Brien, Tim Francis, Dan Egan,
Dr. Pat Castle, and Fr. Anthony Hamaty.
Adult tickets are $45 until 3/21/22; $60 afterwards.
Student tickets are always $30.
Tickets can be purchased online.
Visit the conference website at www. firstmensconf.org

ATTN: Business Owners,

or call Msgr. Tom Sullivan at 508-450-2556 for info.
Professionals, Families, W
and Self-Employed }4

Stephen Gargas from Liturgical Publications

is working on securing new ads for the

advertisement section of our bulletin.

We need your help! Please consider taking out an ad.
Advertisements can be purchased for a business,

a family, a charity, in memory of a loved one,

or to support an organization.

Contact Stephen Gargas directly at 978-793-6477 or
by email at SGargas@4Ipi.com for more information.
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Sunday, January 9"
Grade 2 only will meet from 9:00-10:00 a.m.

Grades 1, 4-9 and Grade 10 Confirmation Class
will meet from 11:00 a.m.— 12:15 p.m.
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Sunday, January 16"

Grade 2 only will meet from 9:00-10:00 a.m.
Grade 2 will also make their First Penance
beginning at 11:30 a.m.

Grades 1 & 4-9 will meet from 11am-12:15 pm.
(Confirmation Class will not meet this day.)
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Monday, January 17" (MLK Day)

Grade 10 Confirmation Class
will meet from 10 a.m.-5 p.m. at

FESTIVAL UPDATE

We are very happy to report that, after collecting

the final monies from the silent auction table,

our Christmas Festival raised a total of $6,192.71 for
the parish!! We again want to thank Diane and Joe
along with the many parishioners, volunteers and
supporters who gave of their time, talent and treasure
to make our 2021 Festival such a success!

As a follow-up to this very successful
event, we, unfortunately, had a
blockage in the sewer line that

runs from the rectory to the street.
The blockage was found about

130 feet down the sewer pipe

and it has now been repaired.
So, needless to say, a good portlon of that $6,192.71
W111 be going “down the drain.” But, we are very
grateful to have had the extra funds available

to make this very necessary repair. Thank you all!

v . Our Lady of Providence Parish,
onfgmc;hon 228 Lincoln Street, Worcester
eLrea for a Confirmation Retreat.
VIANNEY DINNER

to learn more about the Priesthood
Holy Name of Jesus House of Studies
51 Illinois Street, Worcester
Wednesday, January 12
All men, high-school aged and up,
who are interested in learning more
about a priestly vocation are invited.
Come to all or part of the evening
as your schedule allows:
6:05 p.m.-Mass; 6:30 p.m.-Dinner; 7:00 p.m.-Social
An RSVP is not needed but is helpful in
getting an accurate count for food.
RSVP at director@worcestervocations.com.

Pro-Life Morning of Reflection
Cathedral of St. Paul, 38 High St., Worcester
Saturday, January 15"~ 10:00 a.m.-12:00 noon

All are invited to A Morning of Life with Msgr. James
Moroney. This mini-retreat will include a talk on
“How Precious Life Is,” quiet prayer time, and a Mass
for Giving Thanks to God for the Gift of Human Life.
Pre-registration is preferred (though not required).
Email aledoux@worcesterdiocese.org to RSVP.

Pro-Life Mass with Bishop McManus
Cathedral of St. Paul, 38 High St., Worcester
Thursday, January 20" at 7:00 p.m.

All are invited to attend this annual Mass for Life held
on the eve of the March for Life as we remember the
49th tragic anniversary of Roe v. Wade and pray for
an end to abortion and the conversion of our nation.

&5I7i5 Week,

Sunday, January 9"

Religious Education Class (Grade 2)
Religious Education Classes (Grades 1, 4-9 & Confirmation)
Religious Education Offlce Hours

Monday, January 10"

NO Wachusett Communlty Band Practice

Tuesday, January 11"

Religious Education Office Hours

Catholic Scouting Award Class

Thursday, January 13"

NO Scout Troop 9 Meetlng

Friday, January 14"

Bingo (Call Leo at 508- 853 9492 to volunteer to help)
Sunday, January 16"

Religious Education Class & First Penance (Grade 2 only)
Religious Education Classes (Grade 1 & Grades 4-9)
Religious Education Office Hours

Church Hall
Church Hall
Religious Ed. Office

9:00-10:00am
11:00am-12:15pm
11:00am-1:00pm

5:30-7:30pm Religious Ed. Office
7:00-9:00pm Church Hall
7:00pm (Doors open at 4:30pm) Church Hall
9:00am Church Hall
11:00am-12:15pm Church Hall

11:00am-1:00pm Religious Ed. Office
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Weekly Goal: $ 3,287
Weekend of December 25" & 26" $ 2,326
Deficit: ($ 961)
Christmas Offerings: $ 2,023
Air Conditioning (to date): $20,714

Year-to-Date Budget (FY 9/1/21-8/31/22): $55,879

Year-to Date Collections: 42,371
Year-to Date Electronic Payments: 9,986
Year-to Date Deficit: ($3,522)

A special thank you for your
continued support of our parish
throughout this past year!

“John answered them all,
‘I baptize you with water;
but he who is mightier than I is coming...

he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit...”’
~Luke 3:16

The Catholic Catechism states that
“Jesus’ immersion in the water is a
sign for all human beings of the need
to die to themselves to do God’s will.”
In other words, as baptized Catholics
there is only one gift that we need to
give to Jesus—the gift of ourselves.
Surrender yourself to God, place your trust in Him
and allow the Holy Spirit to work through you for the
greater glory of God.

B Thank you for your
RPN cenerous support last

INRCR: DR B: BRI 8 Bl week of the collection

THE CAMPAIGH FOR CATHOLIC UNINERSITY "'" for The Catholic

University of America!

Your donations will help to support Catholic

education and to educate tomorrow’s Catholic

leaders in our country.

If you missed the collection, it’s not too late to give!

Visit collection.catholic.edu and click “Give Now™.

i

The winner for week 3 (12/27/21):
#85 — Pat Kennedy

The winner for week 4 (1/3/22):
#51 — Fr. Stanley Krutcik

150

Also, we have three (3) numbers available
in the 50/50 Club! If you would like to join,
or would like an extra number to play,
please call or email the rectory.

“We are called to
live our baptism
every day,
as new creatures,
clothed in Christ.”

~Pope Francis

GOD
CLAIMS US

AS HIS OWN

What reference point do you use when making
decisions? Many times, impulse takes control and
decisions are made based solely on emotion and desire.
We all know that these types of decisions can often get
us into trouble. When a person has a confident sense
of who they are and a real understanding of what is
important and of value, the likelihood of kneejerk
impulsive choices diminishes. Baptism gives us

what we need to make well informed and purposeful
decisions. By this simple gesture, God claims us as
His own and provides us with the identity and

purpose we need to properly live life.

It is tremendously reassuring, when we truly embrace
this revelation and realize that we no longer have to
wonder about the purpose of our lives or struggle to
find our way. The answer of who we are in God has
been given to us. We no longer have to fumble around,
trip over ourselves or walk aimlessly about.

Issues surrounding the sacredness of life, the meaning
of death, the protection of those most vulnerable, care
for the weak and the poor, offering hospitality to those
in search of a home, the purpose and proper place of
work, how to create a just social order, caring for
creation, and understanding our roles as heralds and
stewards are just a few of the wonderful gifts baptism
brings. When we make decisions based on things

such as these core Gospel truths we really act as Christ
himself, revealing to others the new creations that

we are. This is how we live our baptism.

It is difficult to walk against the tide. Yet, that is
precisely what baptism calls us to do. Although we are
sinners, in need of mercy and far from perfection we
are called to order our life and make decisions based
upon the wisdom and guidance of Almighty God.

He alone is the one who can claim us as His sons

and daughters. Standing up for our principles will not
make us popular. But who ever said Christianity is a
popularity contest? Baptism calls us to stand up for that
which goes against the grain of secularism. Standing in
line with other sinners, we have our anchor to steady
us in the tempests of life and God is very pleased.
Forge ahead. There is nothing to fear.

©Liturgical Publications, Inc.

Holy Hour in Worcester to Pray for Priests
Immaculate Conception Church, 353 Grove Street
Friday, January 14" from 7-8 p.m.

This holy hour consists of time for silent adoration,
a short reflection, the rosary, & benediction.
This holy hour is held every 2™ Friday of the month.




SUNDAY'’S READINGS

FIRST READING:

Then the glery of the LORD shall be revealed,
and all people shall see it together,
for the mouth of the LORD has spoken. [40:5)

PSALM:
2 bless the Lord, my soul, (Ps104)

SECOND READING:
He saved us through the bath of rebirth
and renewal by the Holy Spirit. (Ti 3:5)

GOSPEL: | .

After all the people had been baptized ST H I L
and Jesus also had been baptized and was praying, E -
heaven was opened and the Holy Spirit descended B 'SH O p AN D

in ggj iTyr;li:;Tm like a dove. (Lk 2:22) T?{CE)(_:JSSR%E

FEAST DAY

OBSERVANCES FOR THE WEEK OF JANUARY 9, 2022 JANUARY 13

Sunday; [he Baptism of the Lord
Thursday: 5t. Hilary, Bishop and Doctor of the Church
Sunday: 2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time

Saint of the Week

Born a pagan, St. Hilary {c. 315 - ¢, 367)
studied philosophy and the meaning of
life, eventually making his way through
the bible. He became a convert and
was appointed bishop of Poitiers in 353,
Sometimes referred to as the Hammer
of the Arians, St. Hilary defended the

" . - Nicene Creed against a popular heresy,
The chief service I Arianism. He was exiled to Phrygia for
L opposing Roman emperor Constantius
owe you, O God, is that Il, who preferred the heresy which

denies Christ's divinity. From Phyrgia

St. Hilary fought with his pen, zealously
every thought and ARG Latiret o Feey
Wurd ﬂf mine Shuuld Eventually he was allowed to return
to Poitiers, l::#t did so by a circuitous
1] route preaching against Arianism
Speak Of yﬂll- all the way. 5t. Hilary was likely the

first writer of hymns in the West, his
writings on the Trinity, Psalms and
Gospel of Matthew survive today.

St. Hilary was created Doctor of the
Church, a title given to those who
provided important contributions to
theclogy and doctrine, in 1851 by Pope

_‘ 3 4 .II:."'. e HEx k =)
B RS .i& ; W e y
Ol R ST 0L R e PiusIX.

e -' St Hilary

THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD




AUTO BODY }& ﬂ Ju’a/zyfe We Make Assisted

D Living Enjoyable &
COMPANY, INC. &Seveet Dental Affordable.
General & Preventative Care
Complete Auto BOdy OL/E\AR WHAT THE REST OF Cosmetic Solutions « Restorative Solutions
H e Teeth Whitening  Pediatric Dentistry u
Repairs & Painting THE WORLD IS SAYING Dentures & Donture Repair i
. Schedule your free hearing  offers expire . . . Prracasiand Aol Living
Michael P. Menard consultation and $200 off 4302020 (reating Beautiful Smiles/

a pair of mid-level hearing aids.
314W. Boylston St. | West Boylston, MA || *® .
mailbox@menardsautobody.com Call today! Dr. DeeptiKalra

40 Walnut Street, Clinton

g 978-365-3600
www.MenardsAutoBody.com 2 774-327-3451 508-853-6670
) i CorcoranHouseAL.com
26 West Boylston St., Suite 5
3 WestBoyIston TriangleStreetDental.com o
- 2799 hearingyourway.com || 3 Triangle St.| WORCESTER, MA 01606 @_,, (E\ @ Hallkeen

CALLAHAN &

| FAY BROTHERS
George P. Kiritsy e Funeral Directors

294 West Boyleston St., | ISR r _ 1 West Boylston St. « West Boylston
508-886-2800 | (R = A 508-835-6500
Fax 508-886-2810 | [N ‘i

61 Myrtle Street « Worcester
& SEryE Yo Coaermuricy

georgekiritsy@gmail.com Bj Contact us at -an_u;u e : 5 0 8 -755- 1 5 0 0

GEORGE P. KIRITSY

www.dlpi.com/careers WWW.Ca”ahanfay.Com
. Lic # 11846
GENESE TAX (20 NOTRE DAME ACADEMY | IUNSNE ARDSLEY, INC.
1 President
SERVICES / % ANDREW A BEARDSLEY
Taxes prepared y -
for individuals OPEN HOUSE %ﬁl .
; SUNDAY, OCTOBER 17TH
n n 4
and businesses 1PM.3PM
Frank Gen ese « Catholic, Independent All-Girls School in Central MA Plumbing & Heating
508-414-0820 et g g U 55 Hosmer Street

Y West Boylston
€gister today a
508.852.0513

N Tniaod 4.,/ || Mercadante .
e re pyRrglcan JUw/ FUNERAL HOME SALES - SERVICE - PARTS
Welcorme Back to Mass &ECtI_II%é)]EL LAWN MOWERS - SAWS
E—5 1 B SNOWBLOWERS - TRACTORS
<« . ) We Service
Committed everyday to caring Al Wakes
and Models
370 Plantation St., Worcester 508-8352
508.754.0486 o TOH Free: 800.854.0486 94 LancasterStr_eet-.
www.RottisPo
~ MILES
FUNERAL DIRECTORS
" “SERVING THE PARISH COMMUNITY SINCE 1896"
e B ; ' J Richard Mansfield
ADVERTISE HERE NOW! e

Funeral Directors

1158 Main Street, Holden
100 Worcester Road, Sterling
Contact Stephen Gargas

to place an ad today! 508-829-4434
. 978-422-0100
sgargas@4LPi.com

Advance
or (800) 477-4574 x6287 Funeral Planning
www.milesfuneralhome.com

Stoy connected to ouf foith community ho matter where you are
by signing up to get our bultetin delivered straight fo your emuail!

www.ParishesOnline.com

Ad info. 1-800-477-4574  Publication Support 1-800-888-4574  www.4lpi.com St. Christopher, Worcester, MA 03-1022



