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What’s Inside

In case of pastoral 
emergency, please  
call (609) 799-9401, 
ext. 9 so our clergy 

team may assist you.

Nefesh Mountain

Nefesh Mountain is the place where Bluegrass, Old-Time, and 
American Roots music meet with Jewish heritage and tradition.

Creators, band leaders and husband and wife team 
Doni Zasloff and Eric Lindberg are the heart of this 

eclectic offering, pioneering a new world of American culture 
which seamlessly blends their deep love for 

American and Western musical forms with their own 
cultural backgrounds as Jewish Americans. 
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Successful Jewish leaders know the importance of  
working as a team: A congregation can truly thrive 
only when there are deep relationships among its lay  
and professional leaders. In congregations, these  
relationships – between two lay leaders, two profession-
als, or a lay leader and a professional – carry a unique 
element of holiness. They are sacred partnerships.

The Union for Reform Judaism defines sacred partner-
ship this way:

When two people sit together and there are words of 
Torah between them, the Shechinah (Divine Presence) 
dwells among them. (Pirkei Avot 3:2)

A sacred partnership is a commitment to building and  
nurturing relationships that elevate the work of leader- 
ship to a level of holiness. Sacred partnerships recognize 
each of us as individuals and our desire to inspire sacred 
action in our communities.

Sacred partnerships are built and nurtured through the 
Jewish values of mutual respect, trust, honesty, listening 
and communication, transparency, confidentiality, flex-
ibility, reflection, empathy, and vulnerability.

The professional and lay leaders at Congregation Beth 
Chaim have been working very hard to establish sacred 
partnerships among everyone who gives of their time 
and energy to the synagogue. Recently we started to  
use some guiding principles in our gatherings to help 
us in this holy endeavor. Our temple president Rhonda 
Wydra and I wanted to share those principles with you 
because they touch on every aspect of congregational 
life. We hope you find them as inspiring as we have.

Jewish Principles for Our Congregation*

B’tzelem Elohim בצלם אלהים
We are created in the image of God (Gen. 1:27)

We are all Holy. Even the person who stands up and says 
something that is akin to a stab in your heart. Let’s treat 
one another as Holy vessels.

L’shem Shamayim לשם שמים
All who labor for the community should do so for the 
sake of heaven (Pirkei Avot 2:2)

We are all here for the same reason: God, Torah and Israel. 
None of us are here for fame or fortune.

Sh’tikah: Silence/Listening שתיקה
Reflective in silence while others are speaking

This stuff is hard. We all have a lot to say. Wait patiently. 
When someone is speaking do not interrupt: allow them 
to continue their thought until they are finished.

Dibbur: Speaking דיבור
Speaking the truth as we see it, but carefully, lest we hurt 
others

We only get one shot at this. If you have something to say, 
say it. AND since we are all created in God’s image, say it 
carefully as we do not want to hurt others.

Savlanut: Patience סבלנות
Patient empathy with others

And because this is hard stuff and it’s emotional and we 
care… let’s have patience with one another. It might take 
a few times to get out what we really want to say.

Eilu v’Eilu: Both AND אלו ואלו
Both these and those are the words of the Living God (BT 
Eruvin 13b)

Our Talmud teaches that both Hillel and Shammai can be 
correct but that we have to choose only one. Both sides 
can be correct. Unfortunately, we must choose only one 
of the right choices.

B’yachad: Together ביחד
Progress comes through collaboration

Hineh Mah Tov… here we are… together. Let’s work 
together to get it done.

Derech Eretz דרך ארץ
Human decency toward others as Hillel used to say, “In a 
place where no one acts like a human being…” strive to 
be a mensch! (Pirkei Avot 2:5)

Hillel taught that in a place where there are no  
mensches…. Be one! Let us always be mensches and  
treat one another with menschlikite.

Sofo Shel Davar סופו של דבר
When all is said and done, we are of one congregation

And that’s the bottom line. Long after any president, 
board and rabbi, this congregation remains. This is our 
goal.

*Adapted from Synagogue 2000 Values and Rabbi David 
Wolfman

rabbiblum@bethchaim.orgRabbi Adena Blum

Practicing Sacred Partnership
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I don’t know about you, but I am  
counting the weeks until our 
installation of Adena Blum as Beth 
Chaim’s Senior Rabbi. Even though 
she’s been serving in the role for 
months, we haven’t yet properly 
feted her, and we’re overdue for 
some celebrating! Taking over 
as Senior Rabbi in the midst of a  
pandemic was no easy task, but 
Rabbi Blum rose to the occasion. 
This past year has been filled with 
hard work and tough decisions. 
Soon, it will be time to celebrate 
Rabbi’s early achievements and look 
forward to her leadership for years 
to come at Beth Chaim. I am hoping 
that most of you will participate in 
the Installation weekend, as there is 
something for everyone!

The Installation will also serve as 
our spring fundraiser. We’ve done a 
lot of fundraising this year, and our  
congregants have given generously.  
I have thanked you before, but I 
must thank you again and again. 
COVID-19 really did a number on our 
budget, and your gifts have helped 
narrow our budget gap. Fundraising 
will remain an important focus for 
us, as we can’t possibly cover all of 
our expenses with dues. You should 
know that the Board and staff have 
worked hard this year to operate on 
a slimmed down budget, and we 
continue to look for new revenue 
sources, such as renting out space 
in our building. 

While we are looking for ways to 
operate more efficiently, we are 
also examining our membership  
commitment. Many of you have 
raised concerns about our dues 
structure, and a task force is now 
looking into potential options. 
It’s far too early to say what may 
change, or how quickly. We are  

still paying a mortgage on our 
building for the next five years, so 
that places some limitations on our 
financial flexibility. But under the 
leadership of Board Trustee Michael 
Schwartz, I know the task force will 
thoroughly review potential mem-
bership models that might work 
better for us. If you would like to 
share any suggestions with the 
task force, please email Michael at 
maschwartz11@gmail.com.

As I am writing this, Passover, my 
favorite Jewish holiday, is still a few 
weeks away. Chances are, some of us 
will be holding virtual seders again 
this year. Last year, I was dealing 
with the vagaries of online grocery 
shopping and was unable to get a 
bone for my seder plate. I googled 
“seder plate substitutions,” and it 
seemed like the pandemic was 
giving everyone a pass at putting 
together the perfect plate. I ended 

up using an animal treat that sort  
of looked like a bone. Fortunately, 
my sad-looking seder plate really 
didn’t matter, because I was able to 
look at lovely seder plates during 
our wonderful, virtual Beth Chaim 
seder! I am grateful that Zoom 
helped us to celebrate our traditions 
together last year, and we look for-
ward to coming together virtually 
again this year. Stay tuned for more 
details regarding our second Zoom 
seder on Sunday, March 28.

I wish you Chag Pesach Sameach 
(happy Passover), and I look forward 
to “seeing” you at Rabbi’s Installation 
weekend!

Rhonda Wydra 
President

president@bethchaim.orgPresident

Looking Forward to Celebrations

Passover Gift Bags for  
congregants will be 

distributed in a 
socially distant manner.

Dates and times to be sent 
in an email.
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Anne Berman-Waldorf, RJE educator@bethchaim.orgLifelong Education

I spend large parts of my day surrounded by children…
some just jump right in; climb to the highest rung on the 
ladder and swing across the monkey bars – never looking 
down. Others assess the situation, watching, waiting…
they put their hands on the ladder, maybe climb a rung…
and then go back down to the safe, secure ground. Even 
my own children, products of the same parents, raised in 
the same family, are so very different. One seems to rush 
in, grabbing up all that life has to offer; the other, more 
cautious, assessing, watching, observing…and then mak-
ing a move. One is the thinker, the analytical child. One is 
the “doer,” the one who is not afraid to act.

The story of Passover is one of people who were not afraid 
to act. Our ancestors were slaves in Egypt. But they had 
the courage to follow Moses, to go when the Pharaoh said 
they could. What courage this must have taken – to leave 
familiar Egypt for the great unknown; to leave a life where 
every decision was made for you and journey toward a 
place where you would create your own destiny.

I just can’t imagine how Moses got everyone to go! 

Oh, I’m sure there were some who were with the program 
immediately. They sensed that there had to be something 
better than the minimal existence they had…they knew 
that they wanted their children to experience freedom 
– so they left. They grabbed the essentials and marched 
right out of Goshen.

But human nature being what it is, there had to be some 
people who were unwilling to budge. They needed time 
to “think it over;” they had to “put their affairs in order;” 
they couldn’t just “leave on a whim.”  They were afraid.

The message of Passover – sometimes you just have to 
jump in and do it; stop the thinking and go along with 
what feels right. How many opportunities have been 
missed because the outcome was unsure, the experience 
unfamiliar? Passover is about the risks our ancestors took 
– risks that meant we, their children and grandchildren, 
live in freedom.

The Passover story is a simple one. We were slaves in 
Egypt and God freed us. Our people were forced to leave 
in haste, taking only what they could carry, what was 
most important to them. They took their bread bowls; 
large wooden dishes capable of mixing enough dough 
to feed their families. And they took their stories. Bitter 
stories about the work they were forced to do. Memories 
of simchas (joyous occasions) celebrated in secret – or 
openly, years ago, when life was better. Our ancestors  

took their family histories, stories woven together in 
Torah to form our communal history – the tales of 
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and Joseph. Stories about Sarah, 
Rachel, Leah, Rebecca, Dinah, Tamar…and countless 
other women and men whose names have been lost to 
us as the years flew by…

And here we sit, retelling our people’s stories, legends  
as close to us as our own family stories. Stories are the  
lifeblood of any culture, and Seder night is the ultimate  
storytelling experience. We recall the memories of 
our ancestors; we embrace them and make them our 
own. Their stories become our stories; and so, the cycle  
continues as another generation embraces the covenant 
revealed at Sinai, the covenant we affirm every day 
as we lead lives dedicated to a vibrant Jewish present  
and future. 

The world is made up of all kinds of people…each with 
a life story unfolding as they journey through their days 
and years. Decisions we make, experiences we have, 
opportunities we are offered – all of these shape us, 
molding us into the people we are always becoming. And 
it is this process, filled with uncertainty and unknowns, 
which make life so interesting, so worth living.

Josh, Sam and Lily join me in wishing you a Passover  
filled with both the bitterness of slavery and the joy of 
freedom. Next year may we all be in Jerusalem, and may 
that holy city be filled with the sounds of peace.

Celebrating Our Freedom to Act

Kesher-Caring  
Task Force
“Life’s most urgent question is: 
what are you doing for others?” 
Martin Luther King Jr.

Help us answer Reverend King’s question:

• Contact the temple office if you need a ride,  
a meal, shopping or some tech assistance  
in order to participate in on-line worship or  
programming.  

• Volunteer to help others. Please contact   
Lori Watson (609-290-5867) or Hagit Sten  
(609-876-6809) or BCKesherCare@gmail.com  
or if you would like to help. Thank you.
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We started this fiscal year (July 2020) in the middle of the 
pandemic, not knowing what the future would hold and 
how it would impact the financial position of our congre-
gation. Would our members be understanding, flexible 
and stay engaged? How would it impact our schools, 
rentals, High Holy Days and so much more?

As is our congregational tradition, our Beth Chaim Village 
rose to the occasion. Members stepped up to help. Our 
amazing staff has adjusted their work lives to ensure that 
our congregation continues to serve our membership, 
educate our children, and develop creative ways to con-
nect all of us. Thank you to our incredibly talented and 
committed staff. Our Board has been working overtime 
to ensure that our Beth Chaim Village remains the shin-
ing beacon of Reform Judaism, with virtual open doors 
for all.

And to the many members who have supported the 
Sustaining Membership, High Holy Day and Giving  
Tuesday campaigns: These three campaigns received 543 
donations generating over $138,000 for our operating 
budget. THANK YOU to our amazing Beth Chaim Village.

Together we will keep our village strong. Join our Senior 
Rabbi Installation – April 23 -25.

Join the celebration!

Drew Staffenberg 
VP Financial Affairs (Kesef )

vp"nance@bethchaim.orgFinance

It Takes a Village –  
a Beth Chaim Village

April 23-25
Join the Installation
(adapted from the 1981 song “Celebration”)

There's a celebration goin' on right here.
An installation to last throughout the years
The installation of our Senior Rabbi,
Adena Blum
So, come on! Let's celebrate!

Come on now April 23-25
Everyone around Beth Chaim
It’s time to come together.

We’re gonna have a good time.
So, join the Installation – April 23-25
Shabbat Services, concert, ice cream,
and so much more.

It’s our Senior Rabbi’s installation weekend.
We want to celebrate with you!

----------
Please mark your calendars now. Reserve the entire 
weekend of April 23-25 and join the Installation 
Celebration. We hope the entire Beth Chaim family 
will join with many community and interfaith lead-
ers as we install our new Senior Rabbi. There will be 
events for everyone. Watch for more exciting details. 
For more information, please contact installation 
co-chairs, Camille Bloomberg, Robin Valentine, Lisa 
Jasper and Ronnie Staffenberg.

Please see the temple website for information  
about the events for the weekend, tickets for the 
Nefesh Mountain Concert, and opportunities for 
sponsorship and tributes.

Heart, Mind and Soul
A Sunday morning Adult Education class 

about the Jewish Holidays.
March 7 Passover
March 14 Holidays Celebrating Israel
April 11 The Omer and Shavuot
April 18 Marking Jewish Time

All classes are on Zoom, from 9:30-10:30am.
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Lauren MolterCongregant News

Hello, my name is Lauren Molter and my family and I are 
members of Congregation Beth Chaim. I’ve attended religious 
school from kindergarten through confirmation. I’ve enjoyed 
attending events and helping with the Purim Carnival for the 
past several years.

I joined Scouts BSA (formerly 
Boy Scouts) two years ago, 
and I am among the first 
female scouts in the country.  
I am currently working on 
achieving the rank of Eagle 
Scout. As part of earning 
Eagle, a scout must do an 
Eagle Project which pro-
vides an opportunity to 
demonstrate leadership 
while helping a community.  
I knew I wanted to do a  
project that would give back 
to Beth Chaim. I worked  
with Rabbi Blum and the 
House Committee in order to 
plan my project, which was to update the Meditation Garden 
on the rotunda side of the building. With the help of my  
scout troop, family, friends and other volunteers, I weeded 
and reset the flagstones in the patio and built 4 cedar benches  
to provide comfortable seating.

I hope you all get a chance to try out the benches when the 
Temple re-opens after COVID. Thank you for the opportunity to 
give back to Beth Chaim!

Eagle Scout Project

president@bethchaim.orgPresident

Dear Congregants,

We ask that you join us for the Annual Congregational 
Meeting on Sunday, April 25 at 9:00 am. This meeting will 
be held by Zoom. During the meeting, we will look at this 
year’s activities and achievements at Congregation Beth 
Chaim and present the new slate of Officers and Trustees 
to the Board, as selected by our Nominating Committee. 
Additionally, we will present the proposed fiscal year 
2021-2022 budget that will be approved by the Board. 

We hope that all members are able to attend the meet-
ing. However, if you are not able to attend, absentee bal-
lots will be available online starting April 10, 2021. The 
ballots will include acceptance of the proposed budget. 
Absentee ballots must be returned online or received by 
the Temple office no later than 3:00pm on Friday, April 
23, 2021. 

This past year has been one filled with challenges, but we 
have had much to celebrate. Our Annual Meeting will be 
held on the same weekend as Rabbi Blum’s installation as 
our Senior Rabbi. We hope to see you at all of our special 
events throughout the weekend!

We are committed to advancing our strong, vibrant 
Jewish community at Congregation Beth Chaim. We look 
forward to seeing you on April 25.

As always, we thank you deeply for your continued sup-
port of Beth Chaim.

L’shalom,  
Rhonda Wydra, President 
Camille Bloomberg, Board Secretary 

Note: The proposed budget and any other documents 
will be sent via email in advance of the meeting. If you 
are not getting emails from us, please update your email 
address at office@bethchaim.org. If you are not able to 
receive email, please reach out to our Executive Director 
to arrange a paper copy to be sent.

Annual Meeting

Mira Berzofsky (right) thanking Lauren Molter (left)  
for the beautiful benches.
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director@bethchaim.orgExecutive Director

Passover and Jewish Identity
Growing up a child of intermarriage, Passover was  
the time I felt the most “Jewish.” We had an otherwise 
secular household—went to High Holy Day services, but 
not much else. For Passover, however, my mother went 
all out.

A few weeks ahead of time, my mom would bring up the 
Passover dishes from the basement. A few days before 
the Seder, she would become a cleaning maniac, on 
a mission to get out every single crumb in the entire  
house. She’d pull out all of the couch cushions and  
move the furniture. My sister and I had to clean our 
rooms, under our beds, even our closets. We’d even burn 
the remains of last year’s afikoman to symbolically nullify 
all of the crumbs that might have been overlooked.

All this care and attention may also happen in other 
Jewish households, but in my home it came from a 
woman who was raised protestant. She was doing her 
part to make sure we were raised in a Jewish household.

We’d always go to my father’s parents’ home for the first 
Seder, where there was lots of reading in English or in 
Hebrew. I didn’t know any of the Hebrew, so I never had 
to read the Mah Nishtanah alone. My cousins always had 
that role. I felt a mix of relief, jealousy and shame. They 
were Jewish on both sides of the family—“real Jews,” I 
thought at the time. Though it was no one’s fault, as hard 
as I tried to take part, I felt like an outsider.

On the second night of Passover however, my mom would 
make a Seder at our house. We lived in a small town and 
my sister and I were the only Jewish kids in our elemen-
tary school. Yet somehow, a small group of “wandering 
Jews” would gather at our house. Each year we would set 
the table not knowing exactly how many would be there. 
At our Seder, the extra plate was set out as the Passover 
Haggadah says, “[for] all who are hungry [to] come and 
eat, all who are in need of company come join our Seder 
meal.” And every year it was used.

That night our house would come alive. Our reading of 
the Haggadah was animated, perhaps a little irreverent, 
but always interesting. Of course, we read almost entirely 
in English—except the parts that were transliterated, 

which we struggled through. We would read around the 
table popcorn style—sometimes ending in the middle of 
the sentence for the next person to pick up. With several 
different versions of Haggadot, we had to see who was 
paying enough attention and who would be caught drift-
ing. Everyone would vie to be the “Wicked Son” when that 
part came around. It was more fun than being the “Wise 
Son.” We laughed our way through the night.

We always started the Seder at sundown and went well 
into the night—way past our bedtime. People would 
straggle in throughout the night so that when we finally 
opened the door for Elijah, it seemed he must have 
already slipped in with the guests.

When I think about my childhood Seders, who was 
around the table and the way we came together to cel-
ebrate, I knew that I, too, was a real Jew. Even though not 
everyone who attended was Jewish, that was my Jewish 
family. Passover spoke to all of us, perhaps because we all 
felt like we were wandering in the desert. But once a year, 
we gathered to celebrate our collective liberation. And in 
those moments, my Jewish identity was born.

Now that I’m a mother, I want my daughters to have 
special memories like these. I want them to understand 
that Passover represents more than a few good meals. It 
symbolizes the warmth and welcoming that the Jewish 
community has to offer. It’s also why I’ve dedicated my 
professional career to help the organized Jewish commu-
nity better reach and welcome all those who may feel on 
the periphery of the community, as I once did. Passover 
is a time when we can invite newcomers to be part of our 
family, for a night or for a lifetime. It’s a holiday that can 
serve as the catalyst for individuals young or old to begin 
forming their own Jewish identities.

Perhaps this year our tables may not be filled with rela-
tives and guests, but in whatever way we connect, may 
we all feel free to be exactly who we are, surrounded by 
love.

(Adapted from an article published by the Jewish Outreach 
Institute in March 2010)
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sisterhood@bethchaim.org

It’s hard to believe it’s been a year since our world  
was turned upside down as part of the larger pandemic.  
Almost a year ago, we smiled unmasked while  
bumping elbows in greeting during the Purim Shpiel. 
Now gathering together in such a crowd, enjoying  
hamantashen and laughing at the antics of Miss Piggy, 
Kermit, Fozzie Bear, Statler and Waldorf, seems like a 
dream. Since then, we have processed, adapted and 
remained strong as a congregation while we sought out 
ways to stay connected.

As things began to shut down, we shifted. We regarded, 
reengineered, reached out and reimagined. Under strong 
leadership and with the support of many, with energy, 
caring and creativity, Beth Chaim continued to offer  
religious, social and educational programming for our 
congregation and our community. While we remained 
apart by necessity, we still prayed together, grieved 
together, celebrated together and learned together.

Sisterhood is proud to be a part of this community 
and to offer ways to be together during these strange  
times. We have offered and taken part in many diverse 
programs since March 2020. Most recently, at the start 
of 2021, we offered a zoom yoga session to refresh our  
bodies and minds. This was followed by our annual 
Knitting for a Cause, which was held virtually for the first 
time, and was co-sponsored once again with the Tikkun 
Olam committee. Participants enjoyed chatting about  
the news of the day while practicing their creative art, 
and ultimately donating homemade items such as hats 
and mittens to those in need this winter.

We enjoyed a talk with historical fiction writer Michelle 
Cameron. She discussed how she researched for her new-
est book which took place at the end of the eighteenth 
century in the town of Ancona, Italy during the time of 
Napoleon’s conquests, and how the Jewish and Catholic 
history in Ancona inspired her to develop the plot.

In January, forty of us enjoyed 
a talk with historical fiction 
author Michelle Cameron, 
on her new book Beyond the 
Ghetto Gates.

We celebrated the holidays in new ways. This year, Purim 
has given us a chance to honor one another and provide 
food to those in need. We started thinking about Passover 
together with our third annual pre-Passover program, 
held for the first time virtually, including a women-
led service and a cooking and baking demonstration  
featuring three Kosher for Passover courses.

Now we look forward to Passover and the coming of 
spring, with the themes of being grateful for our free-
dom and renewing life. It is my sincere hope that this 
spring will be truly life-giving as we take a step closer 
to protection against the virus which managed to turn 
our world upside down one year ago. Looking forward, I 
can imagine a time when we can once again be together 
in our Beth Chaim home. Meanwhile, we will remain a 
congregation that finds ways to pray together, celebrate 
together and support one another in good times and 
challenging times. May the good times outweigh the 
challenging times this spring and going forward.

Mindy Lipman 
Sisterhood President

Sisterhood

Winter Recap and Hope for Spring

Beth Chaim Judaica Gift Shop  
for All Your Passover Needs

You can view our beautiful selection of seder plates 
and other items at: 

bethchaim.org/cbc-judaica-shop or 
facebook.com/CongregationBethChaimJudaicaShop.

The Judaica Gift Shop also offers a wide variety 
of traditional as well as the most up-to-date 
designs on holiday accessories, gift items, jewelry, 
talitot and more.

Please contact Fran, gift shop Trustee, at  
giftshop@bethchaim.org for shopping information.
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Tikkun Olam

One Mitzvah at a Time
The Tikkun Olam committee started the New Year 2021 
with a huge thank you to the many congregants who 
participated in our Thanksgiving and LIGHTS drives to 
benefit the Jewish Family and Children’s Service (JFCS) 
Food Pantry! The JFCS staff expressed enormous grati-
tude to Beth Chaim especially as the food pantry demand 
has greatly increased, noting that "Beth Chaim's generos-
ity and energy is always appreciated and your ongoing 
partnership with our agency is something we treasure!" 

We are so grateful for the ongoing generosity and 
commitment of our congregants to helping those in 
need in our community.

Meals for HomeFront: 
We continue to support HomeFront clients of all ages, 
many of whom are now living in motels, by supplying 
dinners twice a month. Thanks to our many generous 
donors among Beth Chaim congregants who have been 
providing an assortment of menu items, fresh fruits 
and some non-perishable foods. If you would like to 
join us but are not on the list, please email Holly Singer 
singereland@gmail.com 

Knitting for a Cause: 
Thanks for those who joined us for some knitting and 
kibitzing on Sunday, January 10 via Zoom. All of the items 
that you made provide warmth and caring to recipients 
of the JFCS Mobile Food Pantry. 

Diaper Drive: 
Thank you to everyone who supported the February 
Diaper Drive for Womanspace in Lawrenceville. They 
appreciated all of the diapers, baby wipes, diaper cream, 
baby bottles and formula that were donated.

Passover Kosher Food Drive: 
Tikkun Olam is supporting JFCS with a Passover 
Kosher Food Drive from March 1 through March 15. 
Check your email blasts for a list of requested items 
that can be dropped off at the temple lobby. Thanks 
to Fran Lichtenstein for coordinating this event, much 
appreciated.

Join us! We are always looking for new members and new 
ideas for our committee. Join our upcoming meetings 
on Sunday, March 14 and April 11 at 11:00 am via Zoom. 
Find the link on the Beth Chaim website calendar entry. 

Stay tuned for additional programs in later months. 
Interested in getting involved? Please reach out to 
Tikkun Olam Committee co-chairs, Helene Molter 
at helene.molter@gmail.com and Holly Singer at 
singereland@gmail.com.

TIKKUN OLAM
Making the World a Better Place One Mitzvah 

at a Time

Please help support our

KOSHER-FOR-
PASSOVER FOOD 

DRIVE
for Jewish Family & Children’s Service

All Items MUST Be Marked KOSHER-
FOR-PASSOVER

 
 

Please drop items off in the Temple 
lobby collection box  

March 1 - 15.
Please NO Cake Mixes, Cereals, 
Matzoh, Matzoh Meal or Farfel

Cranberry 
Sauce

Matzoh 
Ball Soup  

Mix

Apple 
Sauce

Gefilte Fish

Mayonnaise

Canned 
Carrots

Macaroons

Canned 
Tuna

Horseradish
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Mazel Tov to Our Upcoming B’nei Mitvah

Caitlyn & Jordan Grodsky

Parents: Elyssa & Jason Grodsky
Being Jewish is important to us because we love to 
spend time with our family on Jewish holidays and 
learn about all the traditions in our culture.
B'nei Mitzvah: April 17, 2021

Hayden Foster Nubile
Parents: Marje and Jim Nubile
Sibling: Sam Nubile 
Being Jewish is important to me 
because it has taught me many 
lessons about life, traditions and 
the importance of family. Holi-
day traditions and being part 
of the Beth Chaim community 
has taught me that being Jewish 
is nothing short of special and 
something to be proud of. 
B'nei Mitzvah: April 24, 2021

William Frole
Parents:  Pamela Adler and Jeffrey Frole
Sibling: Samuel Frole 
Beth Chaim is special to me 
because it’s a place where all 
types of people come together 
and learn about Judaism. It is 
also a place where we can feel 
comfortable around others and 
share our ideas.
B'nei Mitzvah: March 20, 2021

Francesca Joy Portsche
Parents:  Emily Hirsh and  

Nicholas Portsche
Sibling: Mikayla Portsche
Beth Chaim is special because 
I’ve made friends and had some 
really great teachers. I’ve learned 
a lot about my Jewish heritage. 
B'nei Mitzvah: March 6, 2021

Kaelan Steele Bloom
Parents: Bridget and Jeffrey Bloom

Sibling: Alexis

Being Jewish is important to me 
because I get to spend time with 
my family on Shabbat and I enjoy 
Jewish holidays and traditions.

B'nei Mitzvah: April 10, 2021

The bench donated by the Confirmation Class of 2019 has finally arrived!
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Family Class
Saturday mornings, 

March 6, 13 and 20; 
April 10 and 17

Zoom in at 9:00am 
with your  

B’nei Mitzvah binder!

Religious School  
CLOSED

Sunday, March 28
Wednesday, March 31

Sunday, April 4
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Please check our Temple website’s calendar (www.bethchaim.org) for the latest service times, meeting schedules, events, classes, etc.

March 2021 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat  
1 

 
2 
· 7:30pm 

Introduction to 
Judaism 

· 7:30pm 
Finance 

3   
· 4:30pm 

Religious School:  
4th-6th grades 

· 7:00pm 
Religious School:  
7th-10th grades 

· 7:00pm 
House Committee  

· 8:00pm 
Installation Meeting 

4 
 

5 
· 7:00pm 

HIAS National 
Refugee Shabbat 
Service 
 

6 
· 8:45am 

Torah Study 
· 9:00am 

B'nei Mitzvah Family 
Class: Group 2 

· 10:30am 
B'nei Mitzvah: 
Francesca Portsche 

7   
· 9:00am 

Religious School: 
Learning in the Lot 

· 9:30am 
Heart, Mind and Soul: 
Passover 

· 10:45am 
Religious Practices 

· 11:00am 
Zoom School 

· 12:00pm 
Racial Justice Task 
Force  

8 
 

9 
· 7:30pm 

Executive Committee 
· 7:30pm 

Introduction to 
Judaism 
 

10  
· 4:30pm 

Religious School:  
4th - 6th Grade  

· 7:00pm 
Religious School: 
7th - 10th Grade 

· 7:00pm 
Security Committee 

11 
  

12 
· 6:00pm 

Tot Shabbat 
· 8:00pm 

Shabbat Service 

13 
· 8:45am 

Torah Study 
· 9:00am 

B'nei Mitzvah Family 
Class: Group 2 

14  
· 9:00am 

Religious School: 
Learning in the Lot 

· 9:30am 
Heart, Mind and Soul: 
Holidays Celebrating 
Israel 

· 10:45am 
Tikkun Olam 
Committee 

· 11:00am 
Zoom School   

15 
 

16 
· 7:00pm 

Gateways: Nefesh 
· 7:30pm 

Introduction to 
Judaism 

· 8:00pm 
Membership 
Committee 

17  
· 4:30pm 

Religious School:  
4th - 6th Grade  

· 7:00pm 
Religious School: 
7th - 10th Grade 

· 7:00pm 
Fundraising 
Committee  

· 7:00pm 
Sisterhood Board Mtg 

18 
  

19 
· 8:00pm 

Shabbat Learning 
Service 

20 
· 8:45am 

Torah Study 
· 9:00am 

B'nei Mitzvah Family 
Class: Group 2 

· 10:30am 
B'nei Mitzvah:  
William Frole 

21  
· 9:00am 

Religious School: 
Learning in the Lot 

· 10:30am 
Board Meeting 

· 11:00am 
Zoom School 

· Noon 
Men’s Club Meeting 

22 
 

23 
· 7:30pm 

A Land Without 
Border Book 
Discussion 

24  
· 4:30pm 

Religious School:  
4th - 6th Grade  

· 7:00pm 
Religious School: 
7th - 10th Grade 
  

25 
· 12:30pm 

Nosh & Knowledge 

26 
· 8:00pm 

Shabbat Service 

27 
First Seder 

· 8:45am 
Torah Study 

28 
Passover Day 1 
No Religious School 
5:00pm 
Congregational 
Second Night Seder  

29 
Passover Day 2 
Pre-School Closed 
 

30 
Passover Day 3 
Pre-School Closed 
 

31 
Passover Day 4 
Pre-School Closed 
No Religious School 
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Please check our Temple website’s calendar (www.bethchaim.org) for the latest service times, meeting schedules, events, classes, etc.

April 2021 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
    1 

Passover Day 5 
Pre-School Closed 

 
 

2 
Passover Day 6 
Pre-School Closed 

· 7:00pm 
Shabbat Service 

3 
Passover Day 7 

· 8:45am 
Torah Study 

· 10:00am 
Shabbat Service  
& Yizkor 

4  
No Religious School 

5 
Pre-School Closed 
  

6 
Pre-School Closed 

· 7:00pm 
Israel Task Force 

· 7:30pm 
Finance Committee 

7    
· 4:30pm 

Religious School:  
4th-6th grades 

· 7:00pm 
Religious School:  
7th-10th grades 

· 7:00pm 
House Committee 

8 
 

9 
Yom HaShoah 

· 8:00pm 
Yom HaShoah 
Shabbat Service  

10 
· 8:45am 

Torah Study 
· 9:00am 

B'nei Mitzvah Family 
Class: Group 2 

· 10:30am 
B'nei Mitzvah:  
Kaelan Bloom 

· 7:00pm 
From Exodus to 
Fauda: The Ever-
Changing On-Screen 
Image of Israel 

11  
· 9:00am 

Religious School: 
Learning in the Lot 

· 9:30am 
Heart, Mind and Soul: 
The Omer: Lag 
B'Omer and Shavuot 

· 10:45am 
Tikkun Olam Comm. 

· 11:00am 
Zoom School 

· 12:00pm 
Racial Justice Task 
Force 

12 
 

13 
· 7:30 pm 

Executive Committee 

14   
Yom HaZikaron 

· 4:30pm 
Religious School:  
4th-6th grades 

· 7:00pm 
Religious School:  
7th-10th grades 

· 7:00pm 
Security Committee 

15 
Yom HaAtzmaut 

16 
· 6:00pm 

Tot Shabbat 
· 8:00pm 

Yom HaAtzmaut 
Shabbat Service 

17 
· 8:45am 

Torah Study 
· 9:00am 

B'nei Mitzvah Family 
Class: Group 2 

· 10:30am 
B'nei Mitzvah:  
Caitlyn & Jordan 
Grodsky 

18  
· 9:00am 

Religious School: 
Learning in the Lot 

· 9:30am 
Heart, Mind and Soul: 
Marking Jewish Time 

· 10:45am 
Religious Practices 

· 11:00am 
Zoom School 

19 
 

20 
· 7:00pm 

Israel Task Force 
· 8:00pm 

Membership 
Committee 

21  
· 4:30pm 

Religious School:  
4th-6th grades 

· 7:00pm 
Religious School:  
7th-10th grades 

· 7:00pm 
Fundraising Comm. 

· 7:00pm 
Sisterhood Board 
Meeting 

22 
· 12:30 pm 

Nosh and Knowledge 

23 
Rabbi Blum 
Installation Weekend 

· 7:00pm 
Shabbat Service 

24 
Rabbi Blum 
Installation Weekend 

· 8:45am 
Torah Study 

· 10:30am 
B'nei Mitzvah:  
Hayden Nubile  

25  
Rabbi Blum 
Installation Weekend 

· 9:00am 
Religious School: 
Learning in the Lot 

· 9:00am 
Annual Meeting 

· 11:00am 
Zoom School 

· 11:00am 
Board Meeting 

26 
 

27 
· 7:00pm 

Sisterhood:  
Krav Maga 

28   
· 4:30pm 

Religious School:  
4th-6th grades 

· 7:00pm 
Religious School:  
7th-10th grades 

29 
 

30 
Lag B'Omer 

· 7:00pm 
Shabbat / Lag B'Omer 
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Ta’anit Bechorot

Traditionally, first-born males fast on 
this day leading up to the first Seder. 
Ta’anit Bechorot recognizes that the 
first-born children of the Israelites were 
saved when the first-born children of 
the Egyptians were killed in the tenth 
plague. This year Ta’anit Bechorot falls 
on March 25.

Pesach

Pesach, or Passover, is one of the three 
pilgrimage festivals mandated by the 
Torah. It is commonly celebrated in 
the home with a festive meal called 
a Seder, which means “order.” This 

year the first Seder is Saturday night, March 27, and our  
congregation will gather for a virtual second night seder 
on Sunday, March 28. 

Omer

During the seven weeks from the second night of Pesach 
until Shavuot, we count the Omer. In ancient times, the 
omer represented the first sheaf of the harvest that God 
instructed the Israelites to bring to the priest (Leviticus 
23). The Israelites were then to count fifty days between 
the bringing of the omer and the bringing of a second 
offering of new grain. The omer also helps us to make 
a connection between Pesach, when we were liberated 
from bondage, and Shavuot, when we received the Torah. 

In early Rabbinic times, the omer took on additional  
significance as a period of mourning: our tradition teaches 
that twelve thousand of Rabbi Akiva’s disciples died 
between Pesach and Shavuot. Our Rabbis taught that 
these disciples of Rabbi Akiva were afflicted by a deadly 
plague because they did not respect one another; histo-
rians ascribe their deaths to the Hadrianic persecutions 
following the Bar Kochba revolt. Some engage in some 
mourning practices either throughout the Omer or 
until Lag BaOmer: these include refraining from haircuts, 
scheduling weddings, and holding celebrations with live 
music and dancing.

We count the Omer each night after dark with a blessing.  
One who forgets to count at night may count in the 
morning; the counting in the morning is traditionally 
done without a blessing. The Omer is counted during the 
evening prayer service before Aleinu and can be found in 
our prayerbook Mishkan T’filah on page 570. This year we 
start counting the Omer on the evening of March 28.

Yom HaShoah

The 27th of Nisan was designated by 
the Israeli Knesset (Parliament) as Yom 
HaShoah, a day to remember those who 
perished in the Holocaust 
and to honor those who 
fought in resistance move-
ments. This year Yom 
HaShoah falls on April 8.

Yom HaZikaron

On Yom HaZikaron, we remember those soldiers who died 
in defense of Israel, as well as those who died in terrorist 
attacks. This year Yom HaZikaron falls on April 14.

Yom HaAtzmaut

Yom HaAtzmaut is a celebration of 
Israel’s Independence, often replete 
with parades, barbecues, and fireworks 
around the country. This year Yom 
HaAtzmaut falls on April 15, and we 
will celebrate Israel’s birthday as a 
community during Shabbat services on 
Friday, April 16 at 8:00pm.

Pesach Sheni

In Temple times, those who were unable to offer the 
Passover sacrifice at the required time in Jerusalem could 
offer it a month later (Numbers 9:6-12), on the 14th of 
Iyar. This day was named Pesach Sheni (Second Passover). 
Some have the custom to eat a piece of matzah to  
commemorate it. This year Pesach Sheni falls on April 26.

Lag BaOmer

On Lag BaOmer, the thirty-third day of the period 
of counting the Omer, we celebrate a semi-holiday.  
Tradition teaches that there was a break in the Hadrianic 
persecutions on this day, and also that the plague  
afflicting Rabbi Akiva’s students was suspended for one  
day. There are no special rituals, but many celebrate 
outdoors with picnics, games, and bonfires. This year  
Lag BaOmer falls on April 30.

CALENDER CORNER
JEWISH
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How the VJ saved our Pandemic Purim Palooza: 
 
NJ Sings, LLC entertained children of all ages via zoom with fun scavenger hunts, 
riddles, freeze dance, special song requests, karaoke and more for our annual Men’s 
Club Purim Palooza!  
 
NJ Sings, LLC is a premier DJ service specializing in customizing each party that they 
host inclusive of Weddings, B’nei Mitzvah's, Birthday parties and even themed events 
such as 70's, 80's and 90's parties. Adapting to the recent pandemic rules in keeping 
social distancing, owner Rodger Lippman created www.njzooms.com with the goal of 
keeping the party going!  
 
Over the past year Rodger has given back, big time—bringing much-needed smiles to 
the faces of medical staff and school children and volunteering to DJ an event raising 
money for the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society. 

 

Rodger is extending a special offer for all Beth Chaim members by offering either a 
FREE Zoom Party or FREE House party for each Temple Beth Chaim party booked.  

To find out more email Rodger at rodger@njsings.com or go to his DJ website at 
www.njsings.com. 
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Friday, March 12
Friday, April 16

6:00pm

Zoom on over and welcome Shabbat 
with songs, stories, singing  

and dancing!

Join us every Saturday morning  
at 8:45am for Shabbat Torah study.  

Engage in a lively discussion of  
the weekly portion.

No knowledge of Hebrew necessary;  
new members are always welcome.

Friday, March 5, 2021 
at 7:00pm

For we were strangers in the land 
of Egypt…join us as we join with  
congregations around the world and  
dedicate this Shabbat to refugees and 
asylum seekers. As we remember our 
own ancestors’ journeys to freedom, we 
think of  the millions of  refugees and  
asylum seekers around the world today 
still fleeing violence and persecution 
because of  who they are.

Yom Ha’Atzmaut Shabbat
Friday, April 16

8:00pm

Join us for a special  
Shabbat service celebrating  

Israel’s 73rd birthday.
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Pirkei Avot 
The Wisdom of our Ancestors

12:30 – 1:30pm
Thursday, March 25 and April 22

Join Anne Berman-Waldorf (in March) 
and Cantor Stuart Binder (April) for an 
hour devoted to Pirke Avot, Chapters of 
Our Ancestors. This text contains keen 
observations of the human condition, 
penned by our sages. Join us to look at 
the ethical dilemmas our ancestors faced 
– all still relevant as we seek to create 
lives of meaning in our modern world.

Book Discussion Coordinated by the Israel Affairs Task Force
Tuesday, March 23 at 7:30pm

Award-winning journalist and author Nir Baram spent a year and a 
half travelling around the West Bank and East Jerusalem. In this 
fascinating recount of that journey, Baram navigates the conflict-
ridden regions and hostile terrain to speak with a wide range of 
people, among them Palestinian–Israeli citizens trapped behind 
the separation wall in Jerusalem and Jewish settlers determined to 
forge new lives on the West Bank. 

Baram also talks to children on Kibbutz Nirim who lived through 
the war in Gaza, and ex-prisoners from Fatah who, after spending 
years detained in Israeli jails, are now promoting a peace initiative. 
He returns again and again to Jerusalem, city of his birth, where a 
hushed civil war is in full swing.

A Land Without Borders is a clear-eyed, compassionate and essential guide to under-
standing a complex reality; a perceptive and sensitive exploration of a labyrinthine conflict 
and the experiences of the people ensnared in it, by one of the most distinctive writers 
working in Israel today.

Simchas
(Joyous Occasions)

Irving & Janet Zatz are thrilled to announce  
the arrival of their grandson,  

Adam Philip Zatz on January 19.

Ellie Tepper Schulman and Jon Schulman  
(confirmation class of 1999, brother of Stacey 

Alboum) welcomed their son,  
Henry Tep Schulman, into the world on  
February 2. He is 21" long, 8 lbs. 14 oz.,  

and already has more hair than his father!  
In such a strange year where every day feels like 
Groundhog’s Day, it is only fitting that he arrived 
on Groundhog’s Day to bring some much needed 

change to his family’s lives.
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Combining music, mindfulness, movement, meditation, and text study, Noah Aronson  
will lead 5 unique workshops exploring various character traits of Moses, Miriam, 
Aaron and Batya. Through this lens, we will explore the traits of Courage, Vulnerability, 
Awareness, Humility and Faith and practice ways that these traits can guide us through 
the wilderness of our own selves.

In addition to our workshops, Noah will also be performing an opening and closing  
concert and ritual to bookend our retreat.

Sign up for an All-Access Pass or individual events at https://bemajor.co/holy-wanderers.

Havdalah and  
Conversation

Saturday, April 10
7:00pm

From Exodus to Fauda: 
The Ever-Changing Image of Israel on Screen
Back by popular demand, join Ted Merwin (who last spoke at Beth Chaim 
on the history of Jewish deli!) for a look at Israel as she is portrayed on 
the big – and small – screen! Zoom over for Havdalah followed by this 
entertaining and knowledgeable speaker. 

Sponsored by the Israel Affairs Task Force, this program leads into the 
week celebrating Yom Ha’Atzmaut, Israeli Independence Day.
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Mark Your Calendar:  
Sunday, March 21 at 11:00am

Save the Date…

Invite your friends….

Zoom on over on Sunday morning, March 21 at 11:00am to get 
in the Passover mood with a virtual Musical Passover Seder  
featuring Jewish rock star Rick Recht along with a lineup of the 
very top artists in the Jewish kids’ musical world! During this highly 
interactive experience, designed for all ages, we’ll sing traditional 
and contemporary songs, tell the Passover story, explore foods on 
the seder plate, sing the blessings, ask the questions and share 
highlights of the Exodus from slavery to freedom. Participants can 
access a downloadable PJ Library Hagaddah and a home activity 
kit to enhance the seder experience.

This event is open to the ENTIRE COMMUNITY!
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BCTY Fund
In memory of Peter Hourihan

The Pelosi Family

Building Fund
In memory of Barry Haiman

Karen Brodsky & Don Leibowitz

In memory of Ed Kaplan
Mindy & Michael Shedler

Camp Harlam Scholarship Fund
In memory of Morris Blum

The Staffenbergs

Cantor’s Discretionary Fund
In honor of our grandson, Evan 
Millinger, becoming Bar Mitzvah

Adele & Fred Simon

In honor of Lucas becoming a Bar 
Mitzvah

Terri & Larry Horowitz

In memory of Sol Kasman
Fred & Maxine Kasman

In memory of Tracey Wijesinghe’s father, 
Michael Cooper

Elissa Pearlman

In memory of Dorothy Cambon
Jean & Brad Nitzberg

Caring/ Kesher Committee Fund
In memory of Peter Hourihan

Michele & Ken Pogrob
Paula & Robert Bacall
The Judson Family
Michele & Harvey Kaish
Karen Brodsky & Don Leibowitz 

In memory of Jerry's mother, Bea Charney
Vicki & Jerry Charney

In celebration of the life of Ed Wendroff, 
a lovely man

Carole & Ted Hagstom

Chai Fund
In memory of Bill Bright's father

Michelle & Mark Pressman

In memory of Mike Goetz
The Clarfield Family

Harry Druckman Garden Fund
In memory of Richard's mother, Florence 
Druckman at this time of her yahrzeit

Joan & Richard Druckman

Bob Gilbert Memorial Fund
In memory of Harold Grater

Barbara, Caren & Michael Blayne

In memory of Sandy Chimes
Barbara Gilbert 
Doug Gilbert

Debra Greenberg Memorial Fund
In memory of Rashawn Young

Amy & Bill Smith and Family 

In memory of Marcy Kagan
Amy & Bill Smith and Family

In memory of Morris Blum
Eileen & Len Greenberg

Senior Rabbi Discretionary Fund
In honor of Lucas becoming a Bar 
Mitzvah

Terri & Larry Horowitz

Thank you for keeping us connected
Naomi & Gregg Love

In honor of our grandson, Evan 
Millinger, becoming Bar Mitzvah

Adele & Fred Simon

Happy birthday to Pat Clarfield
Sarah, David, Rachael and Vigs
The Newell Family

To the JFCS Board in appreciation of all 
that you do each and every day

Michelle Napell

In honor of your new grandson,  
Ori Maxwell

Joni & Ken Freedman

In honor of the naming of our new  
grandson, Adam Philip Zatz

Janet & Irving Zatz

In honor of the naming of our daughter, 
Hailey Brie Gottlieb, Binah Dodi

Bonnie & Jordan Gottlieb

In honor of our granddaughter, Hailey's 
naming

Helene & Paul Gottlieb

In memory of Barry Haiman 
Scott & Susan Schwartz
Allen & Cheryl Gorski
Shara & Gary Hofing

In memory of Stephen Springer
Joni & Ken Freedman

In memory of Roz Rothman
Joni & Ken Freedman

In loving memory of Sol Langer
Carol & Bill Langer

In memory of our aunt, Hedy Tellerman
Janet & Irving Zatz

Continued on next page

Good & Welfare
The Board and Trustees of Congregation Beth Chaim wish to extend their sincerest 
condolences to the families of the following individuals upon their passing:

Peter Hourihan, father of Nancy Gartenberg
Bebe Markman, grandmother of Jeremy Kaber

Robert Bright, father of Bill Bright
Dorothy Cambon, mother of Jean Nitzberg
Rebecca Van Praag, aunt of Ellen Chajson

Stephen Borrus, father of Dan Borrus
Jack Boshak, father of Leah Babitz

Michael Cooper, father of Tracey Wijesinghe
Hedy Tellerman, aunt of Irving Zatz

Regina (Ginny) Mayer, mother of Jill Wolk
Nelly Toll, sister of Bettina Heller

Morris Blum, grandfather of Sean Blum



Page 21www.bethchaim.org

Senior Rabbi Fund (con't)
In loving memory of Dan's father,  
Dr. Stephen Borrus

Dan & Ilene Borrus and Family

In memory of Rose Horenstein and 
Samuel Sherman

Ellen & Arnold Sherman

In memory of Marvin Rosengarten, loving 
father, grandfather and great-grandfather 

Rosengarten, Kogan & Rosengart Families 

In memory of Morton Gekoski, loving 
father, grandfather and great-grandfather 

Rosengarten, Kogan & Rosengart Families

In memory of Morris Blum
Karen Hivry
Betsy & Darma Ie
Barbara Gilbert 
Karen Brodsky & Don Leibowitz 
Ilene & Mark Janofsky
Gerald & Nancy Siegel
Barry & Gayle Weisberg
Ellen & Mahendra Wijesinghe
Helene & Paul Gottlieb
Mary Ellen & Michael Kessler
Maida & Art Rosengarten
Elana Berlinger
Ann Brandt
Arlene Harris
Lisa Silber & Richard Reiss
Barbara Blayne, Caren Blayne and Family
Barbara Sarfaty

In memory of Allen Applebaum
Patti & Rich Wold

To honor the memory of my father,  
Louis Pretsfelder

Jeffrey Pretsfelder

In memory of Dorothy Cambon
Jean & Brad Nitzberg

Sisterhood Stoller Scholarship 
Fund 
In honor of the close friendship of  
Donna & Phil Sher

Lainey & Adam Becker

In memory of Robert Bright
Ellen Chajson & Mark Perkiss
Mindy & Michael Shedler

In memory of Michael Cooper
Donna & Phil Sher

In memory of Morris Blum
Ellen Chajson & Mark Perkiss

Special Education Fund
Wishing Ed, Sue and Eddie Mihalko a 
speedy recovery

Arlene Munkacsi

In memory of Robert Bright
Arlene Munkacsi

In memory of Red Wilpon
Arlene Munkacsi

In memory of Kay Tanna’s husband
Arlene Munkacsi 

In memory of Morris Blum 
Arlene Munkacsi

Tikkun Olam Fund
In memory of Barry Haiman

The Mittendorf family

In memory of a dear father and  
grandfather, Irving Kantrowitz

Paula, Robert, Adam & Zachary Bacall

In loving memory of Jean Nitzberg’s 
mother, Dorothy Cambon

Judy Leopold

In memory of Nelly Toll
Linda & Bill Feldstein

L'Chaim to a dear friend
Wendy & Stuart Breiterman 

In memory of Morris Blum
Linda & Bill Feldstein

Yahrzeit Fund
In loving memory of my mother,  
Evelyn Glasser

Ted & Barbara Glasser

In memory of my husband, Harold Seigel
Rita Seigel

In memory of Helen Schreiber
Rita Seigel

In loving memory of Owen Brandt, 
Edward Brandt and Helen Diamond

Ann Brandt

In loving memory of Paula Brandt
Ann Brandt

In memory of Naomi Roth
Tamar Sydney-Gens & Lawrence Gens

In memory of Albert Shedler
Mindy & Michael Shedler

In memory of Marvin Mandell
Marcey & Jeff and Family

In memory of Herbert & Harriette 
Feinberg

Micki & Harlan Marcus

In memory of my father-in-law Julius 
Weisenberg

Cecelia Weisenberg

In memory of our mom, Jacqueline 
Zlotkin

Diane Carlton
Michele Zlotkin

In loving memory of Paula Brandt
Ann Brandt

In memory of Larry Zegas
Mindy & Michael Shedler

Prayer Book Fund
In memory of our dear friend Sabina 
Friedman (3 books)

Beth Chaim Mah Jongg Group
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Temple Office ................................................................................... 799-9401

Religious School ............................................................................... 799-9401

PreSchool.......................................................................................... 799-9401

Fax ..................................................................................................... 799-9249

Rabbi Adena Blum ........................................................................... 799-9401
RabbiBlum@bethchaim.org

Cantor Stuart Binder ........................................................................ 799-9401
cantor@bethchaim.org

Director of Lifelong Education: Anne Berman-Waldorf, RJE ......... 799-9401  
educator@bethchaim.org

Assistant Director of Early Childhood Education 
Robin Resnick ............................................................................ 799-9401
earlychildhood@bethchaim.org

Executive Director: Mira Berzofsky ................................................. 799-9401
director@bethchaim.org 

Rabbi Eric Wisnia, Emeritus ............................................................ 799-9401

President: Rhonda Wydra .........................................................917-623-5462
president@bethchaim.org

VP Community (Kehillah): Robin Valentine .....................................918-1410
vpcommunity@bethchaim.org

VP Lifelong Education (Chinuch): Todd Wachtel ............................ 924-3948
vped@bethchaim.org

VP Financial Affairs (Kesef): Drew Staffenberg ..............................662-4717
vpfinance@bethchaim.org

Treasurer: Dan Valentine ..................................................................918-1410
treasurer@bethchaim.org

Board Secretary: Camille Bloomberg ..............................................947-4416
boardsec@bethchaim.org

Financial Secretary: Larry Jasper ................................................... 443-4466
finsec@bethchaim.org

Past President: Kenneth Pogrob ......................................................799-0874

Past President Emeritus: Sharon Hoffman-Manning .................... 799-3637 

Sisterhood President: Mindy Lipman ......................................732-407-8507
sisterhood@bethchaim.org

Men’s Club President: Norman Goldschmidt ................................ 799-8575
president@bethchaimmensclub.org

Trustees
Sheryl Streger Brown ....................................................................... 915-8449
Steve Ferst .................................................................................570-751-8678
Nancy Gartenberg ............................................................................ 750-1894
Marshall Kizner ................................................................................ 223-7083
Helene Molter ........................................................................... 732-329-1402
Vivian Newmark ............................................................................... 619-3494
Jonathan Rochkind .......................................................................... 955-4291
Scott Rubin ....................................................................................... 308-2227
Michael Schwartz ..............................................................................577-3766

Committees
Building & Technology - Steve Garwood ..........................................216-3187
Caring/Kesher - bckeshercare@gmail.com 

Hagit Sten ....................................................................................876-6809
Lori Watson ................................................................................. 290-5867

Choir Director - Joe Pucciatti ........................................................... 888-1446
Finance: Dan Valentine ....................................................................918-1410
Fundraising - Drew Staffenberg .......................................................662-4717
Gateways - Camille Bloomberg ........................................................947-4416
Gift Shop - Fran Lichtenstein .......................................................... 240-7001
Good & Welfare - Barbara Gilbert ................................................... 448-6835
House - Elana Berlinger ................................................................... 426-6158
Israel Task Force - Hagit Sten ..........................................................716-1311
Life & Legacy - Donald S. Leibowitz ................................................ 799-7265
Lifelong Learning Task Forces - Todd Wachtel ............................... 924-3948
Marketing Task Force 

Zvia Herrmann.................................................................... 646-342-7802
Shelley Miller .............................................................................. 213-6944

Membership Task Force - Robin Valentine......................................918-1410
Nefesh 

Betsy Ie ....................................................................................... 731-4553
Laura Nash Greenberg .............................................................. 923-3291

Racial Justice Task Force - Carly Rothman Siditsky ...................... 933-6968
Religious Practices - Vivian Newmark ............................................ 619-3494
Reopening Task Force - Todd Wachtel ............................................ 924-3948
Security Task Force - Steve Ferst .............................................570-751-8678
Tikkun Olam - Helene Molter................................................... 732-329-1402
Young Adult Outreach - Judi Strober ............................................... 936-8699

CONGREGATION BETH CHAIM

2020-21 TEMPLE DIRECTORY

Congregation Beth Chaim is a proud member  
of the Union for Reform Judaism.

For the JFCS Amazon Pantry Wishlist please go to:  
www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/
G3C316QPKWJK?ref_=wl_share
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MONUMENTS • MARKERS • GRANITE 
STATUES • BRONZE
Douglas Sutphen Jr.

609-448-0050 • 385 Mercer St., Highstown
www.sutphenmemorials.com

At Home Consultation,  
Independent, Family-Owned Since 1962

 Joel E. Orland Max J. Orland
 Senior Director Funeral Director
 NJ Lic. No. 3091 NJ Lic. No. 5064

1534 Pennington Road, Ewing Township, NJ 
609-883-1400 • orlandsmemorialchapel.com

Your Friends in the Business   Real People with Experience and Expertise

DIEGO MEJIA
Customer Service Mgr.
Office 800-727-2170 
Cell    609-647-0792
diego@princetonsupply.com

Paper - Janitorial - Lighting - Office Supplies

24 hour nursing • Bed & Breakfast style fine dining
• Complimentary transportation • Exquisite suites

• Vibrant life enrichment & social programs
Join us for Lunch & a tour today! Call (609) 918-1075.

The community that treats you like family!
291 Village Rd. East, W.Windsor, NJ 08550 • www.BearCreekAssistedLiving.com

Bear Creek
assisted Living

ASSISTED LIVING
MEMORY CARE • RESPITE STAYS

FREE
Plumbing Diagnosis 
with Any Completed 

Plumbing Repair 
($79.00 Value)
Valid until 12/31/19

$25 OFF
Hose Faucet  
Replacement 
Valid until 12/31/19

$50 OFF
Reverse Osmosis 

Water Filter 
Valid until 12/31/19

$100 OFF
New Water Heater 

Valid until 12/31/19

Call 609-427-3444
Or Use Our Convenient 

Online Scheduling!

www.PlumbingSolutionsNJ.com

Your Satisfaction is Our Priority

Contact Donna Delgrosso to place an ad today! 
ddelgrosso@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6295 
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