March 22, 2020 | THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT
Sunday’s Reading: #913
First Reading: I Sam 16:1,6-7,10-13
Second Reading: Ephesians 5:8-14
Gospel: John 9:1-41
Next Sunday’s Reading: #916
First Reading: Ezekiel 37:12-14
Second Reading: Romans 8:8-11
Gospel: John 11-1-45
Contact us:
667 Columbia Turnpike
East Greenbush, NY 12061
518-477-7925
www.holyspiritchurcheg.org
Office Hours:
Monday-Friday: 9:30am-12:30pm
Afternoons: call ahead to make an
appointment
Our Seasons of Faith website:
holyspiritchurcheg.weebly.com
Mass Schedule:
Saturday Vigil 4:00pm
Sunday 8:30am, 11:00am
Monday—Thursday 9am
Friday: Communion Service 8:30am
Celebrating
the
Sacraments:
Reconciliation is available on
Saturday from 3:00-3:30pm or by
appointment, just call the parish
office.
Baptism, Reconciliation,
Eucharist, and Confirmation can be
arranged by contacting the parish
office. Sacrament of the Sick can be
administered at any stage of a
person’s illness.
Sacrament of Marriage: Please
contact the parish at least six (6)
months in advance. Pre-Cana is
expected.
Wedding
dates
are
scheduled after meeting with the
Pastor.
Holy Orders: Please contact Fr. Vo
at the parish office or Vicar for
Vocation Office at (518) 453-6690.

“One thing I
do know is
that I was
blind and now
I see.”

From the Pastor’s Desk
Dear friends in Christ,
May the peace and grace of our Lord be with always! I pray that you are well
and safe in your home. The rapid spread of the Coronavirus has begun to hit us in the
Albany area, and it is causing us much anxiety and fear. During this challenging time,
please be assured of my prayers for each of you. I completely understand how difficult it
is for our parish community to cancel the parish mass and to close our parish school.
Without mass there will not be the Eucharist. However, we must put our steadfast faith in
God, and remember there is nothing that God cannot do. All things are possible with
God. Even though we cannot receive the Eucharist physically, we receive the Eucharist
spiritually through prayers. As we deal with and combat this illness, the gospel’s
message for this weekend is a comforting one for us. The healing of the blind man brings
us hope. The man has been suffering from blindness for years and wishes to see what
the world looks like. Upon seeing the blind man, Jesus cured his blindness. No matter
what is going to happen, in faith, we know for sure that God is in our midst, and he is
ready to help and heal us. Like the blind man, we will come to Jesus and ask him to heal
and console us. God is present when we bless ourselves with a sign of the cross and
begin to pray to him. This challenge too shall pass. St. Paul says that nothing can
separate us from the love of God. As a parish community, we will face this challenge and
do our best to combat the COVID-19. Please remember to watch the news for updates,
follow all the guidelines from CDC and the diocese, stay alert and be aware of the
environment, and ALWAYS WASH your hands. While we are at home, please pray daily,
read the bible, observe mass on tv or the parish/diocese website. Bishop Scharfenberger
has asked us to pray for those who are suffering from the Coronavirus worldwide and for
all those in the medical community who are on the front lines. I will offer mass privately in
my chapel and be assured that you will be remember in my mass. May the Lord keep
you and protect you!
Peace & Blessings,

Fr. Quy Vo

Create In Me A Clean Heart—Lent 2020
Reflection Questions for the Week
· Where in your life has something, or
someone, considered small, humble or
lowly made a great impact?
· How have you experienced the abundance of God in your
own life?
· How do you embrace your call to be a child of the light?
· In your life of faith, when have you had an experience of
conversion or suddenly being able to see where before
you had a spiritual blind spot?
· How has this time of social distancing and isolation
changed your experience this Lent? How have you been
able to find God in this time of change and challenge?
Due to the continuing changes in events and schedules,
please contact the office or check the website for more
current information.
FROM THE ROMAN CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF ALBANY
March 16, 2020
Due to growing concerns and medical advice related
to the rapid spread of COVID-19 in social se"ings, Bishop
Edward B. Scharfenberger has announced that all regularly
scheduled public Masses in the Roman Catholic Diocese
of Albany — except weddings and funerals — will be
canceled until further notice. Churches will, however,
remain open for private prayer, pending further regulations.
In addition, all Confirmations have been canceled until
further notice and will be rescheduled. Funerals and
weddings may be a"ended only by close family and in
accordance
with
social
distancing
and
capacity
requirements. Further restrictions may force a change in
those guidelines as we go forward.
“Although we know how difficult it is for Catholics
to be without the Mass and without the Eucharist, we must
do our part to help ‘fla"en the curve’ and stop the spread of
COVID-19 in order to protect the most vulnerable among
us,” Bishop Scharfenberger said when making the
announcement. “I encourage the faithful to pray and fast as
we continue our journey through this season of Lent. Try to
include at least 15 minutes of daily intentional prayer, with
family where possible and safe. Use the Bible, say the
Rosary, watch Mass on TV, and please remember to pray for
those who are suffering from the Coronavirus worldwide
and for all those in the medical community who are on the
front lines.”
The Diocese of Albany is keeping Catholics apprised
of changes, updates and resources on its dedicated web
page: rcda.org/coronavirus. In addition, a Faith at Home
page includes links to livestreamed Mass, daily Scripture
readings, saints of the day, and suggestions for creating a
sacred space at home: rcda.org/coronavirus/resources.

FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT
Saturday 3/21
The Sanctuary lamp is lit in honor of Franklin
Grant—by Bea Grant
4:00 p.m. Vigil Mass
V Elizabeth Van Buren—by Dennis & Donna Diamond
Sunday 3/15—The Fourth Sunday of Lent
8:30 am Mass:
V Henry, Jean & Paul Dambrowski—by Felix & Vittoria Dambrowski
V Ernie Daoust—by Pat Daoust
11:00 a.m. Mass:
V Franklin Grant—by Bea Grant
Thursday 3/19—St. Joseph
8:30am— Al Hirt—by Shirley Hirt
FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT
Saturday 3/28
4:00 Vigil Mass:
V Frank N. Chiffolo—by Rose and children
V Patricia and Edward Jackson—by Shirley & Joe Ouderkirk
Sunday 3/29—Fifth Sunday of Lent
8:30 a.m. Mass:
V John Coonan—by his family
V Joyce Clark—by Rose & Don Lyman
11am Mass:
For the People of the Parish

When we accept what happens to us and make the best
of it, we are praising God.
St. Teresa of Avila

Offertory Collections:

3/14 & 3/15

$2,834

Holy Spirit Directory…

E-Giving

$1,394

Total

$4,228

Parish Pastoral Team 518-477-7925
info@holyspiritchurcheg.org
Pastor: Fr. Quy Vo quy.vo@rcda.org
Pastoral Associate for Administration: Antonio Morabito
Deacon: Bill Dringus deacon1275@aol.com
Family Ministry & Lifelong Faith Formation:
·Laura Countryman laura@holyspiritchurcheg.org
·Meaghan Rossbach meaghan@holyspiritchurcheg.org
Music Ministry: Tim Dowling tim@holyspiritchurcheg.org
Secretary: info@holyspiritchurcheg.org
Maintenance Services: Paul Weidman, Tim Casalla

Fiscal YTD comparisons:

36 wks

Wkly Avg

7/1/18 to 3/3/19

$187,534

$5,209

7/1/19 to 3/15/2020

$171,196

$4,755

Please consider online giving or mailing in your
offertory donation. This will allow for social distancing
while still being able to support our Holy Spirit community.
We thank you for all your patience and understanding
during this challenging time.
The Parish Office and Church will be closed to visitors
until at least March 29th. We will be available by phone
and email to answer any questions. The chapel will be
available for private prayer from 9:30am until 2:00pm
Monday—Friday.
We need your email address— please consider contacting
the office with your email address so we can keep you up
to date with the many changes that are taking place.
The closer one approaches God, the simpler one becomes.
St. Teresa of Avila
Tax Statements. Please contact the Parish Office by phone
or email to request a statement of your donations for 2019.
Please include your name and phone number.
Lenten Book Club goes online! Join us Thursdays during
Lent to explore Red isco vering the Saints. (March 26th and
April 2nd). We will meet online at 3pm and 7pm using
google hangouts. Choose the time that works best for you.
Contact laura@holyspiritchurcheg.org to register.
Pour
yourself a cup of coffee and explore Catholicism during lent.
For March 26th: read chapters 7-9.
Google Hangout for all 11-18 year olds. We need your
voice and input regarding our community. Join us for our
online Youth Council meeting at 6:30pm on
Monday, 3/23 online. We want to hear from
you! Contact laura@holyspiritchurcheg.org to
register and obtain your online code.
Easter Basket Collection. It’s time to begin collecting
items for our Easter Basket assembly on Palm Sunday, time
TBD. We are in need of: individually wrapped candy,
chocolate bunnies, and some small gifts and small stuffed
animals. We do not need: baskets, grass, or plastic eggs.
Stay tuned for more information on when we will collect the
items and as our assembly date gets closer. We may have to
change how we assemble the baskets this year.
Please remember to patronize the sponsors of our bulletin.

Holy Spirit School 518-477-5739 hssoffice@hsseg.org
54 Highland Drive
Michael Kosar, Principal principal@hsseg.com
Parish Council:
Amy Boel: 518-269-1524 aanddboel@gmail.com
Ellen Murphy: 518-479-7217 ebmurphy@gmail.com
Finance Commi"ee:
Steve Wiech: 518-477-5351 steve_wiech@msn.com
Trustees:
Ma" Heitker: heitkergm@acm.org
Kevin Haggerty: 518-378-5428 khaggerty51@gmail.com
Upcoming Events...
Day/Date

Occasion

Time

Place

Mom 3/23

Youth Council

6:30pm

Online—call
or email to
register

Thurs 3/26

Lenten Book Club

3:00pm
7:00 pm

Online—call
or email to
register

“We all yearn to belong to a loving community. Modern
psychology had redefined this as a need to belong. Our
longing for belonging is real, but it’s also more than
that.” (Rediscover the Saints, Ma"hew Kelly)
We are challenged at this time to be community.
Masses are cancelled. This is new for almost all of us. So
how do we continue to live out our faith during this period
of social distancing and to be a community?
One way is to do as much online as possible. Our
Seasons of Faith Gathering will be posted online. The
Lenten book club will move online. Fr. Vo will live stream
some Masses. These are some of the things we have
thought about already. We will have to be community
differently during the next few weeks. What ideas do you
have? How can we help? Let us know what you need.
We are all spending some time isolated from others,
it doesn’t mean that we have to be alone. Reach out to
others in the community who may be alone. Give your
neighbor or co-worker a call. Pray for your neighbors. Be
the church in whatever way you can.

Circles of Mercy

Sponsored by Sisters of
Mercy NE Community
Providing Hope and Empowerment
Catherine’s Closet ♦ Computer Training
Resume Writing ♦ Free Income Tax Prep

Richard Zazycki, Director • Call: 518-462-0899
11 Washington Street • Rensselaer, NY
www.circlesofmercy.org

Walk-in Urgent Medicine Open 7 Days a Week

M-F 10am-8pm • Weekends & Holidays 10am-6pm
518-300-4077
imperativecareinc.com
81 Miller Rd • Schodack, NY
WE DO SCHOOL & CAMP PHYSICALS!

Free Estimates
Fully Insured

Catholic Central High School
Home of Crusader Spirit

Apply Today!

apply.cchstroy.org

Co-ed, Grades 7-12 • Since 1923
www.cchstroy.org

Contractor for the Church & Church Board Members

Christopher Laurenzo
518-269-7229 | East Greenbush, NY

Holy Spirit School

Crown Cleaners

Pre-K 3 & 4 to 8th Grade
Faith • Excellence • Family

CLEANING & SHIRT SERVICE

4 DAY DRAPE SERVICE
EXPERT TAILORING
1 HOUR DRY CLEANING
3 HOUR SHIRT LAUNDRY

627 Columbia Tpke
Rts. 9 & 20 • E.Greenbush

477-5739

477-4607

Mon – Fri 7am-6pm
Sat 7am-4pm

www.hsseg.com

W.J. Lyons, Jr.
Funeral Home, Inc.

kay’s Driving Schoo
l
M ac
Peter Mackay

Scott Mackay

Founder

Instructor

Teaching New Drivers to master the rules of the road
Vehicle Provided for Road Test
One-hour Private Lesson with Certified Instructor

Call Today! 518-229-9332

William J. Lyons, III
Caitlin M. Mooney
Scott G. Favreau

www.driving-school.albany-biz.com

TOM CLARKE

NYS Licensed Funeral Directors

Parishioner
Providing Insurance & Financial Services
Ask me about 24 hr.
Good Neighbor Service™

518-477-7700

Family owned and operated since 1950
1700 Washington Avenue
Rensselaer, New York 12144

tom@tomclarkeagency.com

518.286.3400
FAX 518.283.7897
Director@lyonsfh.com
wjlyonsfuneralhome.com

We are Celebrating 150 Years!

Our Family Serving Your Family
In Your Hour of Need
Wm. J. Rockefeller Funeral Home, Inc.

165 Columbia Tpk • Rensselaer, NY 12144 • (518) 449-7047

WWW.WJROCKEFELLER.COM

Wm. J. Rockefeller
Funeral Home, Inc.

Marshall G. Wagner
Owner/Director

George W. Wagner
Owner/Manager

CONNELLY CONTRUCTION
Specializing in Dumpster
Service & Excavation

10% OFF

518-858-8131

ANY MEMORIAL
PURCHASE
with a copy of this ad

www.ConnellyConstruction.net

Beth Hendlin dds

The Dentist that Leaves you Smiling

518-758-9291

1301 River St, Ste 103
Valatie, NY

Landscaping and Property Maintenance

INCRETE of ALBANY

STAMPED CONCRETE • CONCRETE RESURFACING
PLAIN CONCRETE • EPOXY FLOORING

518-364-1949

420 Columbia Turnpike
Rensselaer, NY 12144

BACKYARD SOLUTIONS IRRIGATION.COM

518.477.4163
info@beckersfarm.com

East Greenbush - Across from Columbia Plaza

3
JOE PELUSO
518-701-4624

14 Railroad Avenue
Albany, NY
518-489-1489

Your Hometown Garden Center

docb@nycap.rr.com
BethHendlinDDS.com

Michael J. Wagner
Owner/Director

SERVICE, DESIGN & INSTALLATION

Sprinkler System Installation Contractor

Edith Kelly

Licensed Real Estate Salesperson

www.McCurdyRealEstate.com | ekelley3@nycap.rr.com

cell: 518-330-4333 | office: 518-785-9900 x22

Minor, Major Collision Repairs • Quality Used Cars
1525 Columbia Turnpike • Castleton, NY 12033

(518) 477-2345

Individual customized care for
all of your Physical Therapy needs.
Deborah A Ciprioni P.T. Owner, Parishioner

518-915-1452
Participating with most major Insurances.
81 Miller Rd, Suite 400, Castleton
www.Comprehensiveptsolutions.com
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