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AUGUST 23, 2020| TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

        Dear friends in Christ!�

        May the grace and peace of our 

Lord Jesus be with you always!  

Peter, in today’s gospel, makes the profession of faith as he 

answers Jesus’ question “Who do you say that I am?”  By 

saying “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God”, 

Peter was chosen by Jesus to be the “rock” for God’s church 

and to lead its people.  Jesus chooses Peter to lead his 

Church for two reasons.  First, Jesus knows that his Father 

has chosen Peter by revealing to him what flesh could 

never know that Jesus was the Christ, Son of living God.  

That is why Peter knows the answer to the question “Who 

do you say that I am?”  Second, Jesus knows that Peter has 

the ability to bring sinners closer to God by preaching the 

message of reconciliation.  Peter was the first one who had 

experienced God’s mercy and love. After denying Jesus 

three times, Peter went away and wept bi2erly for his 

wrong actions.  After the resurrection, Jesus met Peter at 

the Sea of Tiberius, where Jesus asked Peter three times 

“Do you love me?”.  Jesus wanted Peter to make another 

profession and promise that he would take care of His 

Church.  Instead of  blaming or condemning Peter for the 

denial,  Jesus forgave Peter and gave the mission to show 

others who Jesus really is through the ministry of 

evangelization, preaching the gospel message.  Jesus 

wanted Peter to experience the true meaning of forgiveness.  

Peter’s tears were his baptism of mercy.  He was a sinner 

who was saved by God’s love.  The point of today’s gospel 

is about the merciful God who is willing to forgive us all 

the time.  We, sinners who have experienced God’s 

unconditional love and mercy, must become the 

ambassador of God’s mercy.  Through our own act of 

kindness and charitable actions, we show others who our 

God is. May you have a blessed week!   � �  

    Peace & Blessings,�

     Fr. Quy Vo�

Live stream Mass Schedule: 

Saturday 4 p.m. 

Tuesday—Thursday 9 a.m. 

Links can be found on  

both websites 

Contact us: 

667 Columbia Turnpike 

East Greenbush, NY 12061  

518-477-7925  

http://hsceg.org 

Due to physical distancing during 

the COVID 19 pandemic,  

the parish office is closed.     

Please contact us by leaving a 

message or by email 

Our Seasons of Faith website: 

holyspiritchurcheg.weebly.com 

Follow us on: 

Twitter: @HolySpiritEG 

Facebook: @holyspiritchurcheg 

Instagram: @holyspiriteg  

REOPENING INFORMATION�

�

Here’s what you need to know before you join us for Mass: 

�

�You will need to bring your own mask and sanitizer. 

 

-Gathering before and after Mass is discouraged. 

 

-Seating in the church has been modified to maintain social distancing. 

�

�Ushers will ask for your name upon arrival.  This is to assist in contact 

tracing if a case of COVID 19 is detected in a parishioner.  All 

attendance records will be sealed and destroyed after 30 days if no 

case emerges. 

�

�The communion process will take a bit more time.  Follow the ushers’ 

cues and be patient.  

�

Thank you for your cooperation and patience as we work to keep 

everyone healthy and safe!  Please feel free to contact us with any 

questions or concerns that you might have.  We look forward to seeing 

you again!  

Saturday:  4:00 p.m.�Indoor Mass�

Sunday: 8:30 a.m.�Outdoor Drive�In Mass�

Sunday: 11:00 a.m.�Indoor Mass�



Sunday’s Reading: # 1040�

First Reading:  Isaiah 22:19�23 �

Second Reading:  Romans 11:33�36�

Gospel:  Ma�hew 16:13�20 �

�

�

Next Sunday’s Reading: #1043 �

First Reading:  Jeremiah 20:7�9 �

Second Reading:  Romans 12:1�2�

Gospel:  Ma�hew 16:21�27 �

Please remember to patronize the sponsors of our  bulletin.�

� Holy Spirit School is now accepting registrations for 

Fall 2020. We offer a 5 day in�person instruction option, as well 

as a full time remote learning option, for all students. Our plan 

utilizes protective�barriers which allow students to be in work 

spaces where they do not have to wear masks for a majority of 

the day. We offer a full school day and aftercare options. In the 

event of a building closure, we would offer childcare in�person 

for the students of essential workers. Interested to learn more 

about our reopening plan? Visit us at� www.hsseg.com/

reopening� to check out our plan. Call us at 518�477�5739 with 

questions, or if you are interested in taking a tour or sub-

mi2ing a registration. �

� Holy Spirit School is in need of your help to reopen 

our school building in the fall. We are looking for donations of 

the following items: masks, both reusable or disposable; clean-

ing supplies such as antibacterial wipes, Lysol spray, paper 

towels and plastic gloves; small and large bo2les of hand sani-

tizer. Donations can be dropped off at the school office Tues-

day through Thursday 10 am to 2 pm or at the parish office (9 

a.m. to 1 p.m.). Thank you for all that you do in support of our 

school.� �

Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults: � We 

welcome those who are not Catholic to discover and 

learn about the Roman Catholic Faith Tradition. If 

you know of anyone who have not been baptized 

and want to discover the Catholic Faith Tradition, 

please encourage the person to contact the parish 

office at (518) 477�7925 or email Fr. Vo at 

pastor@hsceg.org so we can begin the process of the Christian 

Initiations.  Traditionally, the church will receive the RCIA 

candidates and Catechumens in to the full communion with 

the Roman Catholic at Easter Vigil celebration each year.  �

��The Lord condemns Shebna (a scribe under King 

Hezekiah) for ignoring Isaiah’s prophetic warning and 

elevates Eliakim with “a seat of honor.” How well do you 

listen to prophetic voices?�

�

��We hear today Paul’s concluding remarks from Romans 

9:11 (reflections on God’s plan of salvation for Jews and 

Gentiles). Paul contends that God’s ways are beyond our 

understanding. Do you find this comforting or unse2ling?�

�

��Jesus informs Peter that his confession of him as “the 

Messiah, the Son of the living God” is divinely inspired. 

How do you imagine Peter personally reacted to the news 

of this revelation?�

As our parish begins to slowly return to “normal”, 

some of you have asked about Adoration.  In order 

to open the church on Thursdays for Adoration, 

the church may not be empty during the hours of 9 

am and 11:30 am. This means we need to have at 

least four (4) people commit  to one 30 minute time 

slot (9:30 am, 10 am, 10:30 a.m., 11 a.m. and 11:30 pm). Please 

contact the office at 518.477.7925 or office@hsceg.org if you are 

interested.  There will a morning mass at 9 a.m. on Thursday 

and the Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament begins after the 

morning mass on Thursday.  Please come and pray for our 

world and community �

Ave Explores: Catholic Family Life�

This new series begins August 

19th.�� Families of all sizes and types 

make up the backbone, not only of 

society�but also the Church. The term “domestic church” dates 

back to the first century and relates to the home�the place 

where Catholics first learn about the faith and how to be a 

witness to God’s love.  Ave Explores: Catholic Family Life�will 

celebrate the beautiful diversity of families and their role in the 

Church. From singles to couples with many children and from 

priests and religious to grandparents and grandchildren, you 

will learn how each family is called to holiness and to share 

their faith with the world. The series is free and consists of 

videos, podcasts and more!�

POPE FRANCIS PRAYER INTENTIONS FOR �

AUGUST 2020�

�

The Maritime World�We pray for all those who 

work and live from the sea, among them sailors, 

fishermen and their families. �

The souls of the just are in the hands of God 

Please remember in your prayers those who have died 

Nick Panetta 

Leander Ricard  

Eternal Rest grant unto them , O Lord 

                         And let your perpetual light shine upon them. 

The sanctuary lamp is given in loving memory of:�

John & Joanna Bariach  

(65th Wedding Anniversary)�

 Given by Ellen & Jim Murphy�



21

st

 Sunday in Ordinary Time�

�

� The only way to know God is to love God. Our 

minds will never fully grasp the mystery of God, but our 

hearts and souls can learn to love the mystery. Years ago, 

when life had a more innocent quality to it, we believed what 

we were told or witnessed, unless there was direct evidence 

otherwise. This was especially true if the information came 

from someone in authority. In a sense, we were a bit more 

gullible on one hand but also more trusting on the other. The 

la2er is an admirable quality that sadly can be eroded when 

we realize we have been duped. With education and 

technological advances, we find ourselves more skeptical and 

less likely to too quickly accept and believe what we see and 

hear.�

� For all of the good that social media can do, it can 

also easily distort reality and truth. Photoshop and a myriad 

other technological truths can add to, fabricate, and make 

even the non�existent seem real. It is amazing. How far do we 

allow this obviously justifiable skepticism to take us? 

Questioning and doubting are healthy elements of any good 

relationship as long as we don’t allow them to turn us away 

from a deeper experience of love and encounter. If we cannot 

get our minds around something or empirically justify or 

prove it, we tend to declare it a hoax, untrue, or unauthentic 

and walk away. The very same trust that can quickly be 

eroded is exactly what is essential for all of our relationships, 

especially our relationship with God. With all things and 

people that make a profound claim on us, we have to trust in 

the absence of knowledge. Full self�investment involves 

plunging completely into the unknown!�

� Simon Peter said to Jesus, “You are the Christ, the 

Son of the Living God.” Peter came to this knowledge, which 

is not “head knowledge” because of the relationship he 

shared with Jesus and what God was able to reveal in and 

through that relationship. Peter simply “knew” because of 

love that this is who Jesus really is. The silent exchange of 

love between friends, and not an intellectual exercise of the 

mind, brought Peter to this place. When we stop and think 

about it, there are many things in life that we simply know 

but do not completely understand. When someone sacrifices 

their own well�being for another, it may not make intellectual 

sense when examined. But it makes a world of sense when it 

is carried out. The vastness of reality and an encounter with 

incomprehensible mystery all lead us to profound silence 

where we simply know something to be true. Have you 

trusted enough to allow your relationship with God to bring 

you to this place or are you still too skeptical?�

WHY DO WE DO THAT? �

CATHOLIC TRADITIONS EXPLAINED�

�

Question: Why are only men allowed to be priests or deacons in 

the Church?�

�

Answer: One of the most debated and � in some circles � 

contentious teachings of the Church is that only men can be 

ordained as priests and deacons. Critics see it as a way of 

strengthening a patriarchal system in which women have 

li�le or no voice. Those who support this teaching look to 

New Testament teaching (where we read of Jesus choosing 

only men to be apostles) and the long�standing practice of 

the Church. This was certainly the perspective of St. John 

Paul II who, in his 1994 apostolic le�er, Ordinatio Sacerdotal-

is, closed the discussion on the possibility of ordaining 

women as priests. �

� In the le�er, he reflected on the dignity of women 

and their call to share in the life and mission of the Church, 

but he concluded by solemnly declaring that “the Church 

has no authority whatsoever to confer priestly ordination on 

women and that this judgement is to be definitely held by 

all the Church’s faithful” (no. 4). �

� This position has been upheld by Pope Francis in 

interviews, most notably as he returned from his 2016 visit 

to Sweden.  The ordination of women to the diaconate is 

another question and one which is being studied. In 2016, 

Pope Francis created a 12�member commission to study the 

question from several perspectives (theological, liturgical, 

historical, etc.). The commission issued an initial report for 

Pope Francis who later said that the commission had not yet 

produced a “definite response” to the question because of a 

lack of agreement on the role of female deacons in the Early 

Church. �

� For now, however, regardless of what changes 

might come from ongoing study and debate, the Church 

continues to reserve ordination to the diaconate to men on-

ly, recognizing a vital link between the diaconate and the 

priesthood and the lack of certainty about the presence and 

function of female deacons throughout history.�

EVENTS THAT HAPPENED LAST WEEKEND�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

RCIA CANDIDATES� �              FAMILY NIGHT�

RECEIVED INTO THE CHURCH�

Do you knit or crochet?  Have you always wanted to learn?  We 

have an abundance of yarn, knitting needles and crochet hooks.  Many 

people have tried new hobbies as we had to stay at home more and 

physically distance.  Get some yarn and be prepared for the winter 

months when we aren't able to spend as much time outside.  There are 

many great tutorial online.  This would be a great family activity.  Par-

ents can learn along with their kids, or you can face time with a relative 

for lessons.  Try making scarves and donating some to a shelter.  Con-

tact Laura at faithformation@hsceg.org for more information or to pick 

up supplies. 



Holy Spirit Directory�

�

Parish:   518�477�7925  office@hsceg.org�

School:  518�477�5739  hssoffice@hsseg.org     �

�

Parish Pastoral Team �

Pastor:  Fr. Quy Vo        pastor@hsceg.org�

Deacon:  Bill Dringus     deacon1275@aol.com�

Pastoral Associate for Administration:  �

Antonio Morabito          parishmanager@hsceg.org�

Pastoral Associate for Liturgy:�

�� Fr. Quy Vo        pastor@hsceg.org�

Family Ministry & Lifelong Faith Formation:�

�� Laura Countryman      faithformation@hsceg.org�

�� Meaghan Rossbach      familyministry@hsceg.org�

Bookkeeper:  Aimee Martin�Vieira  finance@hsceg.org�

Secretary: office@hsceg.org�

Maintenance Services:  Paul Weidman, Tim Casalla�

�

Holy Spirit School  � 54 Highland Drive �

Principal: Michael Kosar   principal@hsseg.com�

Parish Council�

Amy Boel: 518�269�1524            aanddboel@gmail.com�

Ellen Murphy: 518�479�7217     ebmurphy@gmail.com�

Finance Commi;ee�

Steve Wiech: 518�477�5351      steve_wiech@msn.com�

Trustees�

Ma� Heitker:     heitkergm@acm.org�

Kevin Haggerty: 518�378�5428  khaggerty51@gmail.com�

Seasons of Faith is our parish model for lifelong, 

intergenerational faith formation, centered around 

opportunities to learn about, share and experience our 

faith in the company of all parishioners, from the 

newly baptized to the most mature members, leading 

us to an even deeper relationship with God and each 

other.  Each season is four months long, with three 

seasons per year:�

Winter/Spring  (Jan�April)�

Summer  (May�Aug) �

Fall   (Sept�Dec) �

�

Seasons of Faith is for families and adults.�

Parents are their children’s first faith witnesses.  Now 

more than ever, we want to support families and give 

them a variety of opportunities to be family.  Seasons of 

Faith are specifically designed for the entire family. �

Adults are never too old to learn.  Seasons of Faith 

encourages faith growth for adults too!  �

�

Seasons of Faith is for all who consider Holy Spirit 

their home.  All are welcome!�



TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Saturday 8/22—The Queenship of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary 

4:00 pm. Vigil Mass:  

��Anthony Montanino—by Ashlyn, Ariana & Jack, Carmella Gasbara 

��Marilyn A. Gorman—by Ed & Kathy Twiss 

 

Sunday 8/23—Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time 

8:30 am Mass: 

��Mary Hoffman—by Theresa Dinh 

11:00 am Mass:  

��Philip Egan—by Gary & Carol Cuttler 

 

Tuesday 8/25—St. Louis; St. Joseph Calasanz 

9:00 am Mass: No parish liturgy 

 

Wednesday 8/26—St. Jane Frances de Chantal, Religious 

9:00 am Mass—No parish liturgy 

 

Thursday 8/27—St. Monica 

9:00 am Mass—No parish liturgy 

 

 

TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Saturday 8/29—The Passion of St. John the Baptist 

4:00 pm. Vigil Mass:  

��Catherine Rita Beardsley 

 

Sunday 8/30—Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

8:30 am Mass: 

��Mary Hoffman—by Theresa Dinh 

11:00 am Mass:  

��For the people of the parish 

CELEBRATING THE SACRAMENTS 

Through the Sacraments, God shares his holiness with us so that we, in 

turn, can make the world holier.  (USCCB) 

Sacraments of Healing 

Reconciliation 

��Saturday from 3:00-3:30pm or by appointment 

Anointing of the Sick (and homebound visits) 

��Available by appointment, for any stage of illness 

Sacraments of Initiation 

 

Congratulations as you begin and continue your initiation.  These three 

sacraments provide the foundation for a life of Christian faith.   Formation 

and preparation begin with forming faith.  Join us for Seasons of Faith as 

we journey together as a parish family. 

 

Baptism—is available at any age.  Please contact the parish office. 

 

Eucharist—Student candidates must be at least age 7 by December 1st 

and be participating in ongoing Seasons of Faith Gatherings for at least 

one year prior. 

 

Confirmation—Student candidates must be participating in Seasons of 

Faith for at least one year prior to beginning formation for Confirmation in 

the spring. 

 

RCIA– Is for adults and older children who need to complete or begin their 

initiation. 

Sacraments of Commitment 

 

Sacrament of Marriage—Congratulations on your engagement!  Please 

contact the parish as soon as you are engaged, at least six (6) months in 

advance.  Pre-Cana is expected. Wedding dates will be scheduled after 

meeting with the Pastor. 

 

Holy Orders and Religious Life—Congratulations as you begin your 

discernment.  Please contact Fr. Vo at the parish office, or the diocesan 

Vocations Office at albanyvocations.org  (518) 453-6690. 

 

Please contact the office for more information or to set up an appointment.  

We look forward to accompanying you on your sacramental journey.�
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 420 Columbia Turnpike 518.477.4163
 Rensselaer, NY 12144 info@beckersfarm.com

East Greenbush - Across from Columbia Plaza

Your Hometown Garden Center

Individual customized care for 
all of your Physical Therapy needs.

Deborah A Ciprioni P.T.  Owner, Parishioner 

518-915-1452
Participating with most major Insurances.

81 Miller Rd, Suite 400, Castleton 

www.Comprehensiveptsolutions.com

Minor, Major Collision Repairs • Quality Used Cars
1525 Columbia Turnpike • Castleton, NY 12033

(518) 477-2345

14 Railroad Avenue 
Albany, NY 

518-489-1489

INCRETE of ALBANYINCRETE of ALBANY
STAMPED CONCRETE • CONCRETE RESURFACING

PLAIN CONCRETE • EPOXY FLOORING

 Our Family Serving Your Family
 In Your Hour of Need
 Wm. J. Rockefeller Funeral Home, Inc.
 165 Columbia Tpk • Rensselaer, NY 12144 • (518) 449-7047
 WWW.WJROCKEFELLER.COM

Wm. J. Rockefeller
Funeral Home, Inc.

 Marshall G. Wagner George W. Wagner Michael J. Wagner
 Owner/Director Owner/Manager Owner/Director

We are Celebrating 150 Years!

 Circles of Mercy
 Sponsored by Sisters of 
 Mercy NE Community
 Providing Hope and Empowerment

Catherine’s Closet ♦ Computer Training
Resume Writing ♦ Free Income Tax Prep

Richard Zazycki, Director • Call: 518-462-0899
11 Washington Street • Rensselaer, NY

www.circlesofmercy.org

Teaching New Drivers to master the rules of the road
Vehicle Provided for Road Test

One-hour Private Lesson with Certified Instructor
Call Today! 518-229-9332

www.driving-school.albany-biz.com

Mackay’s Driving School
Peter Mackay
Founder

Scott Mackay
Instructor

Family owned and operated since 1950

1700 Washington Avenue
Rensselaer, New York 12144

518.286.3400
FAX 518.283.7897

Director@lyonsfh.com
wjlyonsfuneralhome.com

W.J. Lyons, Jr. 
Funeral Home, Inc.

William J. Lyons, III
Caitlin M. Mooney
Scott G. Favreau

NYS Licensed Funeral Directors

TOM CLARKE
Parishioner

Providing Insurance & Financial Services
 Ask me about 24 hr.
 Good Neighbor Service™

 518-477-7700
tom@tomclarkeagency.com

Holy Spirit School
Pre-K 3 & 4 to 8th Grade
Faith • Excellence • Family

477-5739
www.hsseg.com

Crown Cleaners
CLEANING & SHIRT SERVICE

4 DAY DRAPE SERVICE
EXPERT TAILORING
1 HOUR DRY CLEANING
3 HOUR SHIRT LAUNDRY

627 Columbia Tpke
Rts. 9 & 20 • E.Greenbush

477-4607
Mon – Fri 7am-6pm 

Sat 7am-4pm

Walk-in Urgent Medicine Open 7 Days a Week

M-F 10am-8pm • Weekends & Holidays 10am-6pm
518-300-4077        imperativecareinc.com

81 Miller Rd • Schodack, NY
WE DO SCHOOL & CAMP PHYSICALS!

10% OFF
ANY MEMORIAL

PURCHASE
with a copy of this ad

BACKYARD SOLUTIONS IRRIGATION.COM
SERVICE, DESIGN & INSTALLATION

Sprinkler System Installation Contractor

518-364-1949

Co-ed, Grades 7-12 • Since 1923
www.cchstroy.org

Catholic Central High School

Home of  Crusader Spirit 
Apply Today!

apply.cchstroy.org

Free Estimates 
Fully Insured

Contractor for the Church & Church Board Members

Christopher Laurenzo 
518-269-7229  |  East Greenbush, NY

Beth Hendlin dds
The Dentist that Leaves you Smiling

518-758-9291
1301 River St, Ste 103 docb@nycap.rr.com 
Valatie, NY BethHendlinDDS.com

CONNELLY CONTRUCTION
Specializing in Dumpster 

Service & Excavation

518-858-8131
www.ConnellyConstruCtion.net

JOE PELUSO
518-701-4624

Landscaping and Property Maintenance

3 Edith Kelly
Licensed Real Estate Salesperson

www.McCurdyRealEstate.com | ekelley3@nycap.rr.com
cell: 518-330-4333 | office: 518-785-9900 x22


