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OCTOBER 18, 2020| TWENTY-NINTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

       Dear friends in Christ!�

May the grace and peace of our 

Lord Jesus be with you always!  I 

hope that you are enjoying the beautiful Fall weather, 

and we thank God for the good weather each day. �

� In today’s gospel, Jesus is confronted with a 

difficult question: “Is it lawful to pay the census tax 

to Caesar or not?”  The Pharisees and the Herodians 

raise this question to trick Jesus.  Knowing their ill 

intentions, Jesus gives them the answer that no ones 

would ever argue or comment.  He says “Repay to 

Caesar what belongs to Caesar and to God what 

belongs to God.”  Each of us has been facing this 

issue every day.  Looking at the question of the 

Pharisees and Herodians, it seems that we have to 

make a choice, God or the world (Caesar).  Jesus’ 

answer to the question is so amazing.  Jesus does not 

want us to reject either God or Caesar (the world).  

He wants to be aware of  both worlds in our lives.  

Not only do we have the obligation to the world, we 

also have the same obligation to God.  The decision 

now belongs to us; which one is the priority? God or 

Caesar? For the world, we pay taxes; however to God 

we give our undivided hearts.  Sometimes we are 

only giving ourselves to world and neglect giving to 

God.  We must realize that nothing in this world will 

give us the true happiness.  If we recognize God and 

who he is and maintain our good relationship with, 

we can be assured that the most important thing that 

God gives us that no other emperor can give is the 

divine life that God wants us to have.  May you have 

a blessed week!�

� � � �  Fr. Quy Vo�

Live stream Mass Schedule: 

Saturday 4 p.m. 

Tuesday—Thursday 9 a.m. 

Links can be found on  

both websites 

Contact us: 

667 Columbia Turnpike 

East Greenbush, NY 12061  

518-477-7925  

http://hsceg.org 

Due to physical distancing during 

the COVID 19 pandemic,  

the parish office is closed.     

Please contact us by leaving a 

message or by email 

Our Seasons of Faith website: 

holyspiritchurcheg.weebly.com 

Follow us on: 

Twitter: @HolySpiritEG 

Facebook: @holyspiritchurcheg 

Instagram: @holyspiriteg  

REOPENING INFORMATION�

�

Here’s what you need to know before you join us for Mass: 

�

�You will need to bring your own mask and sanitizer. 

 

-Gathering before and after Mass is discouraged. 

 

-Seating in the church has been modified to maintain social distancing. 

�

�Ushers will ask for your name upon arrival.  This is to assist in contact 

tracing if a case of COVID 19 is detected in a parishioner.  All 

attendance records will be sealed and destroyed after 30 days if no 

case emerges. 

�

�The communion process will take a bit more time.  Follow the ushers’ 

cues and be patient.  

�

Thank you for your cooperation and patience as we work to keep 

everyone healthy and safe!  Please feel free to contact us with any 

questions or concerns that you might have.  We look forward to seeing 

you again!  

Saturday:  4:00 p.m.�Indoor Mass�

Sunday: 8:30 a.m.�Outdoor Drive�In Mass�

Sunday: 11:00 a.m.�Indoor Mass�



This Sunday’s Reading: #1064 �

First Reading:  Isaiah 45:1, 4�6 �

Second Reading:  1 Thessolonians 1:1�5a�

Gospel:  Ma=hew 22:15�21�

�

Next Sunday’s Reading: #1067 �

First Reading: Exodus 22:20�26 �

Second Reading:  1 Thessolonians 1:5c�10�

Gospel:  Ma=hew 22:34�40�

Please remember to patronize the sponsors of our  bulletin.�

��Cyrus was king of the mighty Persian Empire (559�529 

BC) while Israel was exiled in Babylon. The prophet 

Isaiah revealed God would use Cyrus to free Israel from 

captivity. What lesson do you think Israel was 

supposed to learn from this revelation? �

�

��In his opening remarks in First Thessalonians, Paul 

speaks of the power and conviction with which he 

preached the gospel to them. How do you show the 

conviction of your faith? �

�

��The religious leaders in Jerusalem were unable to trap 

Jesus with a seemingly trick question. How do you 

respond to non�believers who try to challenge or trick 

you in ma=ers of your beliefs?�

Each year, the month of October has 

been the month to honor the Blessed 

Mother as Our Lady of Rosary but it 

is also the month to observe the 

sanctity of Human Life (a.k.a. Respect Life month).  During 

the month of October, the church invites us “to focus on 

God’s precious gift of human life and our responsibility to 

care for, protect, and defend the lives of our brothers and 

sisters” (Bishop Naumann).  This year’s theme “Live the 

Gospel of Life” is taken from the Pope John Paul II’s encycli-

cal “The Gospel of Life” in which St. John Paul II expressed 

the important in defending the right to life for all children in 

their mothers’ womb, the elderly, persons with disabilities, 

and the marginalized.  Please join our parish Respect Life 

commi=ee for some activities to honor the dignity of Human 

Life.  �

How are Catholics supposed to vote?  Is 

there a Catholic vote?  The United States 

Conference of Catholic Bishops has issued 

resources for Forming Consciences for 

Faithful Citizenship.  Join us on Sunday 

10/18 or Monday 10/19 at 6:30pm as we 

virtually explore the document as a part of our Walking 

With the Spirit course.  Registration is required to receive 

the link.  To register contact Laura Countryman at faithfor-

mation@hsceg.org.  This is open to all parishioners. �

� Resources: h=ps://www.usccb.org/offices/justice�

peace�human�development/forming�consciences�faithful�

citizenship.  Read the document at: h=ps://www.usccb.org/

issues�and�action/faithful�citizenship/forming�consciences�

for�faithful�citizenship�title�

�

ʺWe need to participate for the common good. Sometimes we hear: 

a good Catholic is not interested in politics. This is not true: good 

Catholics immerse themselves in politics by offering the best of 

themselves so that the leader can govern.ʺ � Pope Francis�

HOLY SPIRIT PARISH �

SACRIFICIAL OFFERING�

 

Week of 10/11/20: �

�� Collection weekend masses: $1,130.00�

�� Collection thru mail:  $2,145.00�

�� Collection thru E�Giving: $1,886.00�

�� Fuel Collection: $245.00�

� � � TOTAL:  $5,406.00�

 

If you are away, please remember the parish with your 

envelope gift on your return.  We appreciate your ongoing 

support.  �

PRAYER OF ST. LOUIS DE MONFORT�

�

�

O Jesus living in Mary,�

Come and live in your servants,�

in the spirit of Your holiness,�

in the fullness of Your might.�

in the perfection of Your ways,�

in the truth of Your virtues,�

in the communion of Your mysteries.�

Subdue every hostile power,�

the devil, the world and the flesh,�

in the strength of Your Spirit,�

For the glory of Your Father. Amen�

�

The Social Action Commi7ee�The Social Action Com-

mi=ee has been busy during the pandemic, as best we can, 

supporting local social service agencies that aid the 

poor.� With your generosity, we have sent food and house-

hold supplies to Concerns U, Josephʹs House, Circles of 

Mercy, The Anchor Food Pantry, Family Promise, Emmaus 

House, and the South End Childrenʹs Cafe. We have a small 

group of dedicated members who make all these activities 

happen with your generous donations.�

� If you would like to join our commi=ee and make a 

difference, we would love to have you!�  Our activities are 

carried out with all the required safety protocols.�  There is 

always a need for donations as well, and we appreciate all 

your support!ʺ�



The 29

th

  Sunday in Ordinary Time�

� Nobody enjoys paying taxes. Despite our 

displeasure in being forced to do so, we also realize that 

the monies generated from taxes allows governments to 

provide essential services for its people. Corruption 

really gets our goat, however. When we witness 

malfeasance, overspending, irresponsibility, and 

dishonesty in governmental spending, the grave 

injustices make an already unpleasant and arduous task 

even more difficult. The inappropriate distribution and 

use of hard�earned monies can leave a person quite 

angry and disconnected. It’s bad enough the 

government wants something from me, now God does, 

too?�

� God is not concerned necessarily with our 

money, although its proper use does factor into our 

faith life. As the payment of secular taxes speaks of our 

allegiance to the government, our return to God speaks 

of our allegiance to God. All of creation, even the entire 

universe, is fashioned in the image and likeness of God. 

What speaks to God and has meaning and relevance to 

him? All of creation and indeed our very selves! God 

delights in us and when we present ourselves back to 

him, he delights even more! As the payment of secular 

taxes is designed to secure the equitable distribution of 

goods and services to all people, so is our return of 

ourselves to God in gratitude meant to advance God’s 

kingdom here on earth. �

� When our exclusive and sincere allegiance is 

given to God, God can use us to set things right and 

straight again. The wounds of sin distort our 

relationship and disorder our world. By giving 

ourselves and all of creation back to God in gratitude, 

we acknowledge the proper Creator and Author of life 

for who He is and devote our labors exclusively to 

God’s kingdom and the justice, peace, or order God 

envisions. In giving back to God all that belongs to 

God, we set the axis of our lives correctly and put our 

priorities in proper order. All of our relationships, 

especially with God, our brothers and sisters, and all of 

creation are perceived more clearly as they really are. 

Using, accumulating, wasting, exploiting, hording, and 

self�preservation are no longer necessary.�

WHY DO WE DO THAT? �

CATHOLIC TRADITIONS EXPLAINED�

�

Question: Why Does the Church Have Differ-

ent Liturgical Cycles?�

�

Answer: While most Catholics know that the Church Year is 

divided into various seasons (e.g. Advent, Christmas, Ordinary 

Time, etc.), many are unaware that the one Church Year is not 

like the one that follows. While the main seasons and feasts are 

the same from year to year, the 3�year cycle for Sundays and 

the 2�year cycle for weekdays means that, as a general rule, the 

readings in the Lectionary that we hear at Mass will change 

from year to year, helping us to have a richer encounter with 

Sacred Scripture. Each new cycle begins with the beginning of 

the liturgical year, the First Sunday of Advent. �

� The reasoning behind this innovation is outlined in 

Sacrosanctum Concilium, the “Dogmatic Constitution on the 

Sacred Liturgy” of the Second Vatican Council: “The treasures 

of the bible are to be opened up more lavishly, so that richer 

fare may be provided for the faithful at the table of Godʹs 

word. In this way a more representative portion of the holy 

scriptures will be read to the people in the course of a pre-

scribed number of years” (no. 51). This was fully achieved in 

1969 when the new cycles of readings were approved by Pope 

Saint Paul VI.  To learn more about the Liturgy of the Word 

within the Mass, visit: www.usccb.org/prayer�and�worship/the

�mass/order�of�mass/liturgy�of�the�word/index.cfm�

POPE FRANCIS PRAYER INTENTIONS 

FOR  OCTOBER 2020�

The Laityʹs Mission in the Church �We 

pray that by the virtue of baptism, the laity, 

especially women, may participate more in 

areas of responsibility in the Church. �

LIVE THE LITURGY � INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK�

         In the time of Jesus, a Roman coin bore the image of 

Caesar and it was precisely this coin that was returned to 

the emperor in the form of tax. What bears God’s image? 

Scripture tells us that human beings are made in the like-

ness and image of God. In truth, however, all of creation, 

even the entire universe, is fashioned in the image of God! 

Everything radiates Divine Presence and the spark and es-

sence of God’s very life exists in all things. God breathes the 

life of Himself into all things. If we have to give back to civil 

authorities what speaks to them, then what do we give back 

to God? While the answer is simple, the implications are 

profound. We are asked to give back to God our very 

selves! Ultimately, all creation is in the process of returning 

to God and is on a journey of finding its final truth and es-

sence in Him. As we continue that journey, all we have, all 

we are, all we see, and all we are responsible for must be 

offered back to Him. God is the beginning and the end of all 

things. Do our lives reflect this Divine allegiance?�

Today, World Mission Sunday, we are called to 

personal encounter with Jesus Christ alive in the 

Church, and to offer, through this Eucharistic cele-

bration, our prayers and our generous financial sup-

port, through the Society for the Propagation of the 

Faith, to continue the mission of Jesus.  Today, we are “sent” out 

witness to Mission in the world through our prayers and personal 

sacrifices for our brothers and sisters around the world.�



Holy Spirit Directory�

�

Parish:   518�477�7925  office@hsceg.org�

School:  518�477�5739  hssoffice@hsseg.org     �

�

Parish Pastoral Team �

Pastor:  Fr. Quy Vo        pastor@hsceg.org�

Deacon:  Bill Dringus     deacon1275@aol.com�

Pastoral Associate for Administration:  �

Antonio Morabito          parishmanager@hsceg.org�

Pastoral Associate for Liturgy:�

�� Fr. Quy Vo        pastor@hsceg.org�

Family Ministry & Lifelong Faith Formation:�

�� Laura Countryman      faithformation@hsceg.org�

Bookkeeper:  Aimee Martin�Vieira  finance@hsceg.org�

Secretary: office@hsceg.org�

Maintenance Services:  Paul Weidman, Tim Casalla�

�

Holy Spirit School  � 54 Highland Drive �

Principal: Michael Kosar   principal@hsseg.com�

Parish Council�

Ellen Murphy: 518�479�7217     ebmurphy@gmail.com�

Finance Commi7ee�

Steve Wiech: 518�477�5351      steve_wiech@msn.com�

Trustees�

Ma= Heitker:     heitkergm@acm.org�

Kevin Haggerty: 518�378�5428  khaggerty51@gmail.com�

Seasons of Faith is our parish model for lifelong, 

intergenerational faith formation, centered around 

opportunities to learn about, share and experience our 

faith in the company of all parishioners, from the 

newly baptized to the most mature members, leading 

us to an even deeper relationship with God and each 

other.  Each season is four months long, with three 

seasons per year:�

Winter/Spring  (Jan�April)�

Summer  (May�Aug) �

Fall   (Sept�Dec) �

�

Seasons of Faith is for families and adults.�

Parents are their children’s first faith witnesses.  Now 

more than ever, we want to support families and give 

them a variety of opportunities to be family.  Seasons of 

Faith are specifically designed for the entire family. �

Adults are never too old to learn.  Seasons of Faith 

encourages faith growth for adults too!  �

�

Seasons of Faith is for all who consider Holy Spirit 

their home.  All are welcome!�



TWENTY-NINTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Saturday 10/17—Weekday in Ordinary Time 

4:00 pm. Vigil Mass:  

��Lottie & Albert Savicki—by Karent & Bob Savicki 

��Carmella & Anthony Montanino—by Ashlyn, Ariana & Jack,  

  Carmella Gasbara 

��Elizabeth Dearani—by Fr. Vo and Parish & School Staff 

 

Sunday 10/18—Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

8:30 am Mass: 

��For the people of the parish 

11:00 am Mass:  

��Alphonso Lacavera—by Armand & Martha Lopez 

��Geri Stewart—by Frank Putalla 

 

Tuesday 10/20—St. Paul of the Cross, Priest 

9:00 am Mass—Intention Available 

 

Wednesday 10/21—Weekday in Ordinary Time 

9:00 am Mass—Intention Available 

 

Thursday 10/22—St. John Paul II, Pope 

9:00 am Mass—Intention Available 

 

THIRTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Saturday 10/24—Weekday in Ordinary Time 

4:00 pm. Vigil Mass:  

��Lena Jane Hoffman—by Barbara Chartrand 

��Eileen Amodeo—by Christopher Kelly 

 

Sunday 10/25—Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

8:30 am Mass: 

��Joyce Clark—by Rose & Don Lyman 

11:00 am Mass:  

��For the people of the parish 

CELEBRATING THE SACRAMENTS 

Through the Sacraments, God shares his holiness with us so that we, in 

turn, can make the world holier.  (USCCB) 

Sacraments of Healing 

Reconciliation 

��Saturday from 3:00-3:30pm or by appointment 

Anointing of the Sick (and homebound visits) 

��Available by appointment, for any stage of illness 

Sacraments of Initiation 

 

Congratulations as you begin and continue your initiation.  These three 

sacraments provide the foundation for a life of Christian faith.   Formation 

and preparation begin with forming faith.  Join us for Seasons of Faith as 

we journey together as a parish family. 

 

Baptism—is available at any age.  Please contact the parish office. 

 

Eucharist—Student candidates must be at least age 7 by December 1st 

and be participating in ongoing Seasons of Faith Gatherings for at least 

one year prior. 

 

Confirmation—Student candidates must be participating in Seasons of 

Faith for at least one year prior to beginning formation for Confirmation in 

the spring. 

Sacraments of Commitment 

 

Sacrament of Marriage—Congratulations on your engagement!  Please 

contact the parish as soon as you are engaged, at least six (6) months in 

advance.  Pre-Cana is expected. Wedding dates will be scheduled after 

meeting with the Pastor. 

 

Holy Orders and Religious Life—Congratulations as you begin your 

discernment.  Please contact Fr. Vo at the parish office, or the diocesan 

Vocations Office at albanyvocations.org  (518) 453-6690. 

 

Please contact the office for more information or to set up an appointment.  

We look forward to accompanying you on your sacramental journey.�
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 420 Columbia Turnpike 518.477.4163
 Rensselaer, NY 12144 info@beckersfarm.com

East Greenbush - Across from Columbia Plaza

Your Hometown Garden Center

Individual customized care for 
all of your Physical Therapy needs.

Deborah A Ciprioni P.T.  Owner, Parishioner 

518-915-1452
Participating with most major Insurances.

81 Miller Rd, Suite 400, Castleton 

www.Comprehensiveptsolutions.com

Minor, Major Collision Repairs • Quality Used Cars
1525 Columbia Turnpike • Castleton, NY 12033

(518) 477-2345

 Our Family Serving Your Family
 In Your Hour of Need
 Wm. J. Rockefeller Funeral Home, Inc.
 165 Columbia Tpk • Rensselaer, NY 12144 • (518) 449-7047
 WWW.WJROCKEFELLER.COM

Wm. J. Rockefeller
Funeral Home, Inc.

 Marshall G. Wagner George W. Wagner Michael J. Wagner
 Owner/Director Owner/Manager Owner/Director

We are Celebrating 150 Years!

 Circles of Mercy
 Sponsored by Sisters of 
 Mercy NE Community
 Providing Hope and Empowerment

Catherine’s Closet ♦ Computer Training
Resume Writing ♦ Free Income Tax Prep

Richard Zazycki, Director • Call: 518-462-0899
11 Washington Street • Rensselaer, NY

www.circlesofmercy.org

Family owned and operated since 1950

1700 Washington Avenue
Rensselaer, New York 12144

518.286.3400
FAX 518.283.7897

Director@lyonsfh.com
wjlyonsfuneralhome.com

W.J. Lyons, Jr. 
Funeral Home, Inc.

William J. Lyons, III
Caitlin M. Mooney
Scott G. Favreau

NYS Licensed Funeral Directors

TOM CLARKE
Parishioner

Providing Insurance & Financial Services
 Ask me about 24 hr.
 Good Neighbor Service™

 518-477-7700
tom@tomclarkeagency.com

Holy Spirit School
Pre-K 3 & 4 to 8th Grade
Faith • Excellence • Family

477-5739
www.hsseg.com

Crown Cleaners
CLEANING & SHIRT SERVICE

4 DAY DRAPE SERVICE
EXPERT TAILORING
1 HOUR DRY CLEANING
3 HOUR SHIRT LAUNDRY

627 Columbia Tpke
Rts. 9 & 20 • E.Greenbush

477-4607
Mon – Fri 7am-6pm 

Sat 7am-4pm

Walk-in Urgent Medicine Open 7 Days a Week

M-F 10am-8pm • Weekends & Holidays 10am-6pm
518-300-4077        imperativecareinc.com

81 Miller Rd • Schodack, NY
WE DO SCHOOL & CAMP PHYSICALS!

10% OFF
ANY MEMORIAL

PURCHASE
with a copy of this ad

BACKYARD SOLUTIONS IRRIGATION.COM
SERVICE, DESIGN & INSTALLATION

Sprinkler System Installation Contractor

518-364-1949518-364-1949

Co-ed, Grades 7-12 • Since 1923
www.cchstroy.org

Catholic Central High School

Home of  Crusader Spirit 
Apply Today!

apply.cchstroy.org

Free Estimates 
Fully Insured

Contractor for the Church & Church Board Members

Christopher Laurenzo 
518-269-7229  |  East Greenbush, NY

CONNELLY CONTRUCTION
Specializing in Dumpster 

Service & Excavation

518-858-8131
www.ConnellyConstruCtion.net

JOE PELUSO
518-701-4624

Landscaping and Property Maintenance

3 Edith Kelly
Licensed Real Estate Salesperson

www.McCurdyRealEstate.com | ekelley3@nycap.rr.com
cell: 518-330-4333 | office: 518-785-9900 x22

Contact Judy McNee to place an ad today! 
jmcnee@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6451 

11 Elm Street, Nassau, NY, 12123 | (518) 766-3828 


