
 

NOVEMBER 15, 2020| THIRTY-THIRD IN ORDINARY TIME 

 
Dear friends in Christ, 
 

          May the peace of our Lord be with you 
always! I pray that you and your family members are well and 
healthy as we continue to face the challenges during the pandemic.  
By now each of you already received from the Stewardship Office of 
the diocese of Albany a letter informing you about the diocesan 
appeal. 
 

         As we know, the funds raised in this Appeal enable the Bishop 
and the Diocese to provide programs and services that are available 
to the members of all our parishes, and in some cases, even to the 
wider community. 
 

            These include Catholic Charities care providers, Hospital 
Chaplains, Campus Ministers for colleges, the staff of various offices 
such as Evangelization and Catechesis/Family Life, the Diocesan 
Tribunal, the Prayer and Worship Office, the Formation for Ministry 
offices, the Vocations and Diaconate Offices, the Ongoing Formation 
and Continuing Education for Clergy office, and many others too 
numerous to list.  No one Parish could provide these programs on its 
own.  All are part of the ministry and work of Jesus; we are asked to 
share in this endeavor by using the gifts He gave us. 
 

            Our parish’s Assessment for the Diocesan Appeal 
is $60,879.  I pray and hope that we are able to meet the 
goal.  Please consider your gift of last year and increase it slightly.  If 
you did not give last year, please do so this year.  A gift from 
everyone is important for the success of the work we are doing in 
Jesus’ name.  I completely understand that this is a very difficult year 
for many of us as we live through this unprecedented time, but the 
needs are still there, and our response brings Jesus’ presence to all 
those we are able to help.  Your generous gift and act of charity will 
bring the light of Jesus to many least sisters and brothers of 
Jesus.  Please consider a pledge as a way to do a bit more, as 
payments can be spread over a year.  Your response will help us to 
meet our fair share of Diocesan expense and continue the works of 
Jesus in so many ways.  We really need your help for the success of 
the Appeal. I am appreciative of all that you do for our Parish 
family.  Be assured of remembrance in my prayers each day and be 
well and healthy.   
             Peace & Blessings, 
    Fr. Quy Vo            

Live stream Mass Schedule: 
Saturday 4 p.m. 

 
Subscribe to our YouTube channel: 

Holy Spirit Church EG 

Contact us: 
667 Columbia Turnpike 
East Greenbush, NY 12061  
518-477-7925  
http://hsceg.org 

Due to physical distancing during 
the COVID 19 pandemic,  
the parish office is closed.     

Please contact us by leaving a 
message or by email 

Our Seasons of Faith website: 
holyspiritchurcheg.weebly.com 

Follow us on: 
Twitter: @HolySpiritEG 

Facebook: @holyspiritchurcheg 
Instagram: @holyspiriteg  

REOPENING INFORMATION 
 

Here’s what you need to know before you join us for Mass: 
 

-You will need to bring your own mask and sanitizer. 
 

-Gathering before and after Mass is discouraged. 
 

-Seating in the church has been modified to maintain social distancing. 
 

-Ushers will ask for your name upon arrival.  This is to assist in contact 
tracing if a case of COVID 19 is detected in a parishioner.  All 
attendance records will be sealed and destroyed after 30 days if no 
case emerges. 
 

-The communion process will take a bit more time.  Follow the ushers’ 
cues and be patient.  
 

Thank you for your cooperation and patience as we work to keep 
everyone healthy and safe!  Please feel free to contact us with any 
questions or concerns that you might have.  We look forward to seeing 
you again!  

Saturday:  4:00 p.m.—Indoor Mass 

Sunday: 8:30 a.m.—Indoor Mass 

Sunday: 11:00 a.m.—Indoor Mass 



This Sunday’s Reading: #1076  
 

First Reading: Proverbs 31:10-13, 19-20, 30-31  
Second Reading:  1 Thessalonians 5:1-6 

Gospel:  Ma!hew  25:14-30 
 

Next Sunday’s Reading: #1079  
First Reading: Ezekiel 34:11-12, 15-17  

Second Reading:  1 Corinthians 15:20-26 
Gospel:  Ma!hew  25:31-46  

V Our Jewish sage describes a model household that is 
governed by a wife’s wisdom. What do you find 
appealing in this portrayal?   

  

V Paul speaks of the unknown day upon which Christ 
will return as coming “like a thief in the night” and as 
the inescapable “labor pains” of a woman about to give 
birth. Why do you think Paul uses such jarring 
imagery?  

  

V In his parable of the talents, Jesus teaches about the 
importance of using our God-given gifts faithfully and 
prudently. What would be a natural gift you have used 
well in your life? 

POPE FRANCIS PRAYER INTENTIONS FOR  
NOVEMBER 2020 

 

Artificial Intelligence —We pray that the progress 
of robotics and artificial intelligence may always 

serve humankind.  

HOLY SPIRIT PARISH  
SACRIFICIAL OFFERING 

 

 
Week of 11/8/20:  
* Collection weekend masses: $1,790 
* Collection thru mail:  $3,866 
* Collection thru E-Giving: $1,811 
* All Saints Collection: $115 
* All Souls Collection: $447 
* Fuel Collection: $280 
* Catholic Charities: $496 
* Evangelist: $43 
* Christmas: $6 
* Campaign for Human Development: $50 
 

   TOTAL:  $8,904 

PRAYER FOR THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED 
 

Good and faithful God, you have given us  
so many people in our lives 

that have given us joy and solace. 
On this day we ask you to remember 

our dearly departed, especially N. 
Keep them close to you as we all wait 

for that day when we all will come 
and worship in your presence. 
We ask this through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS  
Fourth World Day of the Poor 

(excerpts from his message) 
 

“Stretch forth your hand to the poor” (Sir 7:32).  Age-old 
wisdom has proposed these words as a sacred rule to be 
followed in life. Today these words remain as timely as 
ever. They help us fix our gaze on what is essential and 
overcome the barriers of indifference. Poverty always 
appears in a variety of guises, and calls for a!ention to each 
particular situation. In all of these, we have an opportunity 
to encounter the Lord Jesus, who has revealed himself as 
present in the least of his brothers and sisters (cf. Mt 25:40). .. 
 

Keeping our gaze fixed on the poor is difficult, but more 
necessary than ever if we are to give proper direction to our 
personal life and the life of society. It is not a ma!er of fine 
words but of a concrete commitment inspired by divine 
charity. Each year, on the World Day of the Poor, I reiterate 
this basic truth in the life of the Church, for the poor are and 
always will be with us to help us welcome Christ’s presence 
into our daily lives (cf. Jn 12:8). 
 

Encountering the poor and those in need constantly 
challenges us and forces us to think. How can we help to 
eliminate or at least alleviate their marginalization and 
suffering? How can we help them in their spiritual need? 
The Christian community is called to be involved in this 
kind of sharing and to recognize that it cannot be delegated 
to others. In order to help the poor, we ourselves need to 
live the experience of evangelical poverty. We cannot feel 
“alright” when any member of the human family is left 
behind and in the shadows. The silent cry of so many poor 
men, women and children should find the people of God at 
the forefront, always and everywhere, in efforts to give 
them a voice, to protect and support them in the face of 
hypocrisy and so many unfulfilled promises, and to invite 
them to share in the life of the community... 
 

The ability to stretch forth our hand shows that we possess 
an innate capacity to act in ways that give meaning to life... 
 

A hand held out is a sign; a sign that immediately speaks of 
closeness, solidarity and love.  In these months, when the 
whole world was prey to a virus that brought pain and 
death, despair and bewilderment, how many outstretched 
hands have we seen! ... 
 

Read the entire message from Pope Francis by searching for 
World Day of the Poor 2020. 

vatican.va > Francis > Messages > World day of the Poor 

If you are away, please 
remember the parish with 
your envelope gift on your 
return. We appreciate 
your ongoing support.   



Please remember to patronize the sponsors of our  bulletin. 

WHY DO WE DO THAT?  
CATHOLIC TRADITIONS EXPLAINED 

 

Question: If one's gift or talent is making money, and one 
uses that money for honorable purposes, is it considered a 
spiritual gift? What does our faith teach us about wealth 
and stewardship?  
 

Answer: Jesus said it best: to whom much is given, much is 
expected. All gifts come from God, and our abilities are  
given to us to be used for the benefit of ourselves and of 
others and at the service of the Gospel. In an article entitled 
"The Many Faces of Stewardship," Catherine Doherty wrote 
about stewardship in the "ni!y-gri!y everydayness of my 
life," and about the currency or "money" of spiritual       
stewardship: love, understanding, and unselfishness.  For a 
gift to have a spiritual benefit, our intention and               
involvement would be part of the consideration. If I give 
money to a charity, but do so in order to gain a tax           
advantage, it could hardly be a virtuous thing on my part. 
But if I give because I want to help and, in fact, am even 
willing to get involved, I have commi!ed myself in a deep-
er, more meaningful way. Regardless of our money-making 
talents, in the end, true stewardship comes down to how 
well we practice the virtues of faith, hope, and love within 
our life and with those in our community and church. Ulti-
mately, the most important element in stewardship is not 
intangible--it's you!  

LIVE THE LITURGY - INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK   

 God has entrusted his possessions to us. God’s       
possessions are not earthly, physical things like ours: a 
home, bank account, personal items, and so forth. God’s 
possessions are far greater and deeper. God’s greatest     
possession is His very Self and it is precisely this pearl of 
great price that He bestows freely upon us. What are we 
going to do with it? Nourishing the fruits of wisdom is of 
the first order in determining how we are going to use what 
God have given. Understanding that His gift has not been 
given purely for our self-benefit is another.  Wisdom asks 
us to broaden our horizons to embrace all avenues of      
human life, including the needs of the poor, the               
marginalized, and the needy. Manifested primarily in the 
virtues of faith, hope, and love, what God has entrusted to 
us can multiply exponentially if we invest His gift wisely 
and reap the greatest benefits. While it requires a great deal 
of focus and persistent hard work, we will experience       
tremendous joy when we realize just how much confidence 
God has in us. Not acting on something out of fear or lack 
of trust serves no purpose and is of no use to either God or 
ourselves. 

The 33rd  Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

God gives us the gift of His very self and asks us to 
invest it. Investing God’s greatest gift of Himself 
wisely, allows God’s kingdom to grow and flourish. 
God trusts us with this pearl of great price in hopes that 
it will produce abundant fruit. While God’s gift of self 
is realized in the gifts of faith, hope, and love, they are 
not meant to be solely for personal benefit. They are 
intended to be shared and are at the heart of Jesus’ 
blueprint for happiness, the Beatitudes. 
 

When we properly invest God’s greatest gift, His most 
treasured possession, we invest in the wellbeing of all 
of our brothers and sisters and the world in which we 
live. We take up most seriously our call to be stewards 
and properly manage, not only our own affairs, but the 
affairs of those around and before us. God has put 
tremendous confidence in us. Do we have that same 
confidence in God? 
 

We often go the extra mile and put in the additional 
effort when it comes to those concerns closest to us: our 
families, friends, careers, home and securities. But 
when it comes to things that are not as close to us, we 
can become lax and less conscientious. Tending to 
God’s treasure requires a great deal of focus and 
persistent hard work. It demands that I see the bigger 
picture, God’s picture, in which self-sacrifice is a given 
as we labor for the establishment of God’s kingdom, 
God’s vision. Fear and a lack of trust can loom large, 
however. We are afraid of le!ing go of what is “mine” 
and apprehensive of jeopardizing what we have in 
order to venture into something bigger and more 
promising. 
 

Fear and a lack of trust serve no purpose in God’s 
kingdom. They benefit neither the person nor God. 
What is required is a courageous resolve that produces 
the fortitude necessary to stay the course and do what 
God is asking. Doing all in our power to cultivate the 
seeds of faith, hope, and love in our world, working 
diligently to put all of our relationships in proper order, 
becoming a!entive to systems and ideologies that hurt 
and oppress people, being mindful of injustice, and 
laboring on behalf of the poor and the needy are at the 
core of what each of us is asked to do. It is how we 
invest God’s most precious gift wisely. If persistent, 
alert and a!entive, then life will gradually improve 
around us, there will be greater peace and we will 
experience joy.           ©LPi 

Stretch forth your hand to the poor 
(Sir 7:32) 



Holy Spirit Directory 
 

Parish:   518-477-7925  office@hsceg.org 
School:  518-477-5739  hssoffice@hsseg.org      
 

Parish Pastoral Team  
Pastor:  Fr. Quy Vo        pastor@hsceg.org 
Deacon:  Bill Dringus     deacon1275@aol.com 
Pastoral Associate for Administration:   
Antonio Morabito          parishmanager@hsceg.org 
Pastoral Associate for Liturgy: 
* Fr. Quy Vo        pastor@hsceg.org 
Family Ministry & Lifelong Faith Formation: 
* Laura Countryman      faithformation@hsceg.org 
Bookkeeper:  Aimee Martin-Vieira  finance@hsceg.org 
Secretary: office@hsceg.org 
Maintenance Services:  Paul Weidman, Tim Casalla 
 

Holy Spirit School  - 54 Highland Drive  
Principal: Michael Kosar   principal@hsseg.com 

Parish Council 
Ellen Murphy: 518-479-7217     ebmurphy@gmail.com 

Finance Commi$ee 
Steve Wiech: 518-477-5351      steve_wiech@msn.com 

Trustees 
Ma! Heitker:     heitkergm@acm.org 
Kevin Haggerty: 518-378-5428  khaggerty51@gmail.com 

Seasons of Faith is our parish model for lifelong, 
intergenerational faith formation, centered around 
opportunities to learn about, share and experience our 
faith in the company of all parishioners, from the 
newly baptized to the most mature members, leading 
us to an even deeper relationship with God and each 
other.  Each season is four months long, with three 
seasons per year: 

Winter/Spring  (Jan-April) 
Summer  (May-Aug)  

Fall   (Sept-Dec)  
 

Seasons of Faith is for families and adults. 
Parents are their children’s first faith witnesses.  Now 
more than ever, we want to support families and give 
them a variety of opportunities to be family.  Seasons 
of Faith are specifically designed for the entire family.  
Adults are never too old to learn.  Seasons of Faith 
encourages faith growth for adults too!   
 

Seasons of Faith is for all who consider Holy Spirit 
their home.  All are welcome! 



THIRTY-THIRD IN ORDINARY TIME 
Saturday 11/14—Weekday in Ordinary Time 
4:00 pm. Vigil Mass:  
V Peggy Oswitt—by Netti 
V Gerald & Joanne Haase—by Ellen & Jim Murphy 
 

Sunday 11/15—Thirty-Third in Ordinary Time 
8:30 am Mass: 
V Tom Horan—by Rosemary Horan 
11:00 am Mass:  
V Jake Kelliher—by Gialanella Family 
 

Tuesday 11/17—St. Elizabeth of Hungary, Religious  
9:00 am Mass—Intention Available 
 

Wednesday 11/18—The Dedication of the Basilicas of Sts. 
Peter and Paul, Apostles; St. Rose Philippine Duchesne, Virgin 
9:00 am Mass—Intention Available 
 

Thursday 11/19—Weekday in Ordinary Time  
9:00 am Mass—Intention Available 
 

OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, KING OF THE UNIVERSE 
Saturday 11/21—The Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
4:00 pm. Vigil Mass:  
V Brunno & Maria Jantzen—Req. by Betty Palasz 
 

Sunday 11/22—Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe 
8:30 am Mass: 
V John Whalen (2nd Anniv.)—Req. by Family 
V Boyd & Carmella Wynne—Req. by Patty & Rick Hannmann 
    and grandchildren 
11:00 am Mass:  
V Louis R. Blake—Req. by Bob & Mary Kay Blake & Family 

CELEBRATING THE SACRAMENTS 

Through the Sacraments, God shares his holiness with us so that we, in 
turn, can make the world holier.  (USCCB) 
Sacraments of Healing 
Reconciliation 
V Saturday from 3:00-3:30pm or by appointment 
Anointing of the Sick (and homebound visits) 
V Available by appointment, for any stage of illness 
Sacraments of Initiation 

 

Congratulations as you begin and continue your initiation.  These three 
sacraments provide the foundation for a life of Christian faith.   Formation 
and preparation begin with forming faith.  Join us for Seasons of Faith as 
we journey together as a parish family. 
 

Baptism—is available at any age.  Please contact the parish office. 
 

Eucharist—Student candidates must be at least age 7 by December 1st 
and be participating in ongoing Seasons of Faith Gatherings for at least 
one year prior. 
 

Confirmation—Student candidates must be participating in Seasons of 
Faith for at least one year prior to beginning formation for Confirmation in 
the spring. 
Sacraments of Commitment 
 

Sacrament of Marriage—Congratulations on your engagement!  Please 
contact the parish as soon as you are engaged, at least six (6) months in 
advance.  Pre-Cana is expected. Wedding dates will be scheduled after 
meeting with the Pastor. 
 

Holy Orders and Religious Life—Congratulations as you begin your 
discernment.  Please contact Fr. Vo at the parish office, or the diocesan 
Vocations Office at albanyvocations.org  (518) 453-6690. 
 

Please contact the office for more information or to set up an appointment.  
We look forward to accompanying you on your sacramental journey. 
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 420 Columbia Turnpike 518.477.4163
 Rensselaer, NY 12144 info@beckersfarm.com

East Greenbush - Across from Columbia Plaza

Your Hometown Garden Center

Individual customized care for 
all of your Physical Therapy needs.

Deborah A Ciprioni P.T.  Owner, Parishioner 

518-915-1452
Participating with most major Insurances.

81 Miller Rd, Suite 400, Castleton 

www.Comprehensiveptsolutions.com

Minor, Major Collision Repairs • Quality Used Cars
1525 Columbia Turnpike • Castleton, NY 12033

(518) 477-2345

 Our Family Serving Your Family
 In Your Hour of Need
 Wm. J. Rockefeller Funeral Home, Inc.
 165 Columbia Tpk • Rensselaer, NY 12144 • (518) 449-7047
 WWW.WJROCKEFELLER.COM

Wm. J. Rockefeller
Funeral Home, Inc.

 Marshall G. Wagner George W. Wagner Michael J. Wagner
 Owner/Director Owner/Manager Owner/Director

We are Celebrating 150 Years!

 Circles of Mercy
 Sponsored by Sisters of 
 Mercy NE Community
 Providing Hope and Empowerment

Catherine’s Closet ♦ Computer Training
Resume Writing ♦ Free Income Tax Prep

Richard Zazycki, Director • Call: 518-462-0899
11 Washington Street • Rensselaer, NY

www.circlesofmercy.org

Family owned and operated since 1950

1700 Washington Avenue
Rensselaer, New York 12144

518.286.3400
FAX 518.283.7897

Director@lyonsfh.com
wjlyonsfuneralhome.com

W.J. Lyons, Jr. 
Funeral Home, Inc.

William J. Lyons, III
Caitlin M. Mooney
Scott G. Favreau

NYS Licensed Funeral Directors

TOM CLARKE
Parishioner

Providing Insurance & Financial Services
 Ask me about 24 hr.
 Good Neighbor Service™

 518-477-7700
tom@tomclarkeagency.com

Holy Spirit School
Pre-K 3 & 4 to 8th Grade
Faith • Excellence • Family

477-5739
www.hsseg.com

Walk-in Urgent Medicine Open 7 Days a Week

M-F 10am-8pm • Weekends & Holidays 10am-6pm
518-300-4077        imperativecareinc.com

81 Miller Rd • Schodack, NY
WE DO SCHOOL & CAMP PHYSICALS!

10% OFF
ANY MEMORIAL

PURCHASE
with a copy of this ad

BACKYARD SOLUTIONS IRRIGATION.COM
SERVICE, DESIGN & INSTALLATION

Sprinkler System Installation Contractor

518-364-1949518-364-1949

Co-ed, Grades 7-12 • Since 1923
www.cchstroy.org

Catholic Central High School

Home of  Crusader Spirit 
Apply Today!

apply.cchstroy.org

Free Estimates 
Fully Insured

Contractor for the Church & Church Board Members

Christopher Laurenzo 
518-269-7229  |  East Greenbush, NY

CONNELLY CONTRUCTION
Specializing in Dumpster 

Service & Excavation

518-858-8131
www.ConnellyConstruCtion.net

JOE PELUSO
518-701-4624

Landscaping and Property Maintenance

3 Edith Kelly
Licensed Real Estate Salesperson

www.McCurdyRealEstate.com | ekelley3@nycap.rr.com
cell: 518-330-4333 | office: 518-785-9900 x22

Contact Judy McNee to place an ad today! 
jmcnee@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6451 

11 Elm Street, Nassau, NY, 12123 | (518) 766-3828 


