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THE SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

Saturday: 4:00 p.m.ȯIndoor Mass
Sunday: 8:30 a.m.ȯIndoor Mass
Sunday: 11:00 a.m.ȯIndoor Massȱ

ȱ

ȱ

REOPENING INFORMATION


Here’s what you need to know before you join us for Mass:
ȱ

ȬYou will need to bring your own mask and sanitizer.
-Gathering before and after Mass is discouraged.
-Seating in the church has been modified to maintain social distancing.
ȱ

ȬUshers will ask for your name upon arrival. This is to assist in contact

tracing if a case of COVID 19 is detected in a parishioner. All
attendance records will be sealed and destroyed after 30 days if no
case emerges.

ȱ

ȬThe communion process will take a bit more time. Follow the ushers’

cues and be patient.

ȱ

Thank you for your cooperation and patience as we work to keep
everyone healthy and safe! Please feel free to contact us with any
questions or concerns that you might have. We look forward to seeing
you again!

Contact us:
667 Columbia Turnpike
East Greenbush, NY 12061
518-477-7925
http://hsceg.org

Due to physical distancing during
the COVID 19 pandemic,
the parish office is closed.
Please contact us by leaving a
message or by email

Dear friends in Christ,ȱ
May the grace and peace of our
Risen Lord be with you always! I
pray that you had a good week. Our diocese has been
involved in the Missionary CoȬoperative Eﬀort for years,
and each parish throughout the diocese has participated in
this eﬀort by welcoming a missionary priest or religious
sister or brother to the parish for his or her mission. This
weekend our parish will be welcoming a Marist priest who
will celebrate all masses and share with us some of his
pastoral ministries in the work of missionary. I ask for
your generous support to Father’s missionary work in this
week’s second collection. Thank you very much!ȱ
ȱ
As we approach the closing of the Easter season,
John’s gospel directs our focus to Jesus’ farewell discourse.
This weekend we have the opportunity to witness the
beautiful and meaningful “high priestly prayer” of Jesus
Christ for his disciples and also for all of us. Here is the
good lesson on prayer that Jesus teaches us! In Jesus’ high
priestly prayer, we learn two things about the prayer. First,
Jesus asks his Father in heaven that “they may be one just as
we are one”. He prays for unity among the disciples and
(also for us). As humans, we are weak, and at times we are
tempted to give in to the sin of pride, power, money, or
lust. All of these sins cause division among us. This is why
Jesus prays for unity among us. It is only God’s grace, love,
and mercy that unite us together. Jesus also asks his Father
to “keep them from the evil one”, meaning to protect the
disciples and all of us from the snare of the evil. Second,
Jesus asks his Father that “they may be consecrated in truth”.
The world that we live in has ﬁlled with many voices, and
they all claim to be the truth. It is easy for us to fall into the
trap if we do not carefully discern those voices. The only
way we can recognize the truth is our dependence on God,
for He says “I am the way, the truth, and the life.” Through
Jesus’ prayer, we come to know God’s care and
unconditional love that he has for us. Like a parent, God
loves each one of us. He cares for and protects us at each
moment of our lives. Only prayer in God will we come to
know the truthȯthat God loves us always! Have a great
week!ȱ
ȱ
ȱ
ȱ
Fr. Quy Voȱ

Live stream Mass Schedule:
Saturday 4 p.m.
Links can be found on
Youtube channel
Holy Spirit Church eg

Our Seasons of Faith website:
holyspiritchurcheg.weebly.com
Follow us on:
Twitter: @HolySpiritEG
Facebook: @holyspiritchurcheg
Instagram: @holyspiriteg

=In the immediate aftermath of Jesus’ ascension, and as a
means for healing within the group, Peter and the
apostles discerned Ma'hias as the replacement for
Judas. What are some areas in your faith life that need
healing in order to feel whole? ȱ

ȱ

POPE FRANCIS PRAYER INTENTIONS
FOR MAY 2021ȱ

The World of FinanceȯLet us pray that those
in charge of ﬁnance will work with
governments to regulate the ﬁnancial sphere and protect
citizens from its dangers. ȱ

ȱ

=John testiﬁes that his community has “come to know
and to believe in the love God has for us.” Do you think
your faith community shares a similar conviction of
faith in the love of God? ȱ

Join us in the Eucharist Adoration every
Tuesday evening beginning at 7 p.m. We
will be praying the Rosary & Divine Mercy
Chaplet. Confession is available for all.
Please invite your family & friends to come
and spend time with the Lord through
prayer . ȱ

ȱ

=We hear Jesus’ prayer to his Father for the protection of
the disciples, especially against “the evil one” in the
world. Where do you personally experience evil in the
world today?ȱ
This Sunday’s Reading: ȱ
First Reading: Acts 1:15Ȭ17, 20a, 20cȬ26 ȱ
Second Reading: 1 Jn 4:11Ȭ16ȱ
Gospel: Jn 17:11b19 ȱ
ȱ

Next Sunday’s Reading: ȱ
First Reading: Acts 2:1Ȭ11 ȱ
Second Reading: 1 Cor 12:3bȬ7, 12Ȭ13 ȱ
Gospel: Jn 20:19Ȭ23 ȱ

HOLY SPIRIT PARISH 
SACRIFICIAL OFFERING
Week of 5/8/21: ȱ
 Collection weekend masses: $1,864.00ȱ
 Collection thru mail: $2,805.00ȱ
 Collection thru EȬGiving: $2,431.00ȱ
Total Collection: $7,100.00ȱ
ȱ

We are grateful for your continued
ﬁnancial support during the pandemic.
We ask you to help us to reach our weekly
budget by increasing your weekly oﬀertory. If you are
away, please remember the parish with your envelope
gift on your return. Online giving is the best, safe, and
fastest way to give your donation. Please consider the EȬ
giving option. ȱ
IN MEMORY OF A LOVED
ONE? In addition to remember a
loved one through mass intention,
another way to remember them by
lighting a sanctuary lamp for a week or giving a donation
toward the Altar Bread and Wine. If you wish to do so,
please contact the Parish Oﬃce by phone 518Ȭ477Ȭ7925 or
email HALO@hsceg.org. A suggested donation is $20.00 ȱ

Notes of congratulations to our newest 19 Communicants
are due by Monday. Send your message via email to
Laura Countryman at faithformation@hsceg.org, via our
Seasons
of
Faith
website;
h'ps://
holyspiritchurcheg.weebly.com/notesȬforȬourȬ
candidates.html or drop oﬀ your handwri'en notes to the
Parish Oﬃce. Thank you for helping to welcome our
young people to the Eucharistic Table.ȱ
Simply Scripture. Join the conversation as we reﬂect on
the readings for Pentecost. We will gather virtually on
Thursday, May 20th at 6:30pm.
Contact Laura
Countryman at faithformation@hsceg.org to register. What
message will you hear this week?ȱ
Young families are invited to join our Church Life course as
we explore living as Easter people and faith doesn’t take a
vacation from the comfort of your home. Gather virtually
with us on May 23rd or 24th at 6:30pm. Choose the evening
that works best for your family. Contact Laura Countryman
at faithformation@hsceg.org to register.ȱ

Reﬂect and Renew. We will gather in the garden area by
the church on Thursday, May 27th for an inȬperson miniȬ
retreat. Just bring your lawn chair and join us for some
time to reﬂect on Pentecost and the Pandemic. If the
weather doesn’t cooperate, we will gather virtually.
Contact Laura Countryman to register. ȱ
Want to know more about Seasons of Faith? We will
have a virtual Open House on Tuesday, May 18th from 7Ȭ8
pm via zoom. Contact Laura Countryman or the Parish
Oﬃce to register.ȱ
Congratulations to those who received the ȱ
Sacrament of Baptismȱ
ȱ

Natalie Lavin, Taylor Lavin
Luke Christopher de Graffenried
Please remember to patronize the sponsors of our bulletin.ȱ

ȱ

WHY DO WE DO THAT? ȱ
CATHOLIC TRADITIONS EXPLAINEDȱ

Question: My best friend is Lutheran and
is a good Christian. I would like her to be
my childʹs sponsor, but Iʹm wondering, does she have to
be a practicing Catholic?ȱ
ȱ

Answer: The practice of two godparents for an infantʹs
baptism goes back to the time when church law and civil
law were one and the same in Europe. If anything did
happen to the parents, the custody and wellȬbeing of the
child became the responsibility of the godparents. Adult
baptism required that one have a sponsor from the church
who would act as a guide or mentor, in bringing the person
to faith. Today, being a godparent has no legal implications.
It is a spiritual ma'er. But at least one of the godparents
must be a practicing Catholic. The other is called a Christian
witness. This distinction recognizes the diﬀerence between
faith and religion. A Christian can be a witness because of
their relationship to God (faith), but the Catholic is a mentor
in the practice of the religion.ȱ
ȱ
In any event, it is vital that parents give serious
consideration to the people they choose to be a childʹs
godparents. That choice should be based on practice of
faith, solid moral character, and ability to give good
example. Too often the choice is left to whose turn it is in
the family, or to friends that parents wish to honor or
acknowledge in some way. Your choice of godparents is the
ﬁrst lesson of faith you teach your child. Make it count! ȱ
INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEKȱ
When Jesus was physically with his
ȱ
disciples, he guarded and protected them. One of
his greatest desires was that they share his joy
completely. God’s love is the source of all things
and their sustenance. As we conduct the normal routines of
our lives it is easy to get caught up in the immediacies of this
world and lose focus. We become very self and worldly
dependent, forge-ing that God wishes to guard and protect us.
The joy the resurrected Christ can oﬀer cannot be found in this
world. It takes a bit of faith to realize that God’s will is a
constant in our lives and that God desires only the sustenance
and goodness of both our bodies and our souls. We need to
trust in God’s constant and rejuvenating love. This radical
resurrection trust allows us to experience the joy of God’s
presence in all of the good and the bad, positive and negative,
life building and life destructive events that we encounter. God
remains where love remains.ȱ
We are looking for those who would like to volunteer
to serve the parish as money counters. Training will
be provided. If you would like to participate in this
ministry or obtain more information, please contact
Mr. Antonio Morabito, our parish manager by calling the
parish oﬃce (518) 477Ȭ7925 or email HALO@hsceg.org.ȱ

The Seventh Sunday of Easterȱ
ȱ
God remains where love remains. When a
believer realizes without doubt that God is love, it is a
powerful moment. Being able to place our resurrection
trust in this fundamental truth allows us to experience
God’s presence in all of our experiences: the good and the
bad, positive and negative, life enriching and destructive
events we encounter. It is no wonder that St. Paul so
accurately tells us that it is love that endures all things
and lasts. How can God not endure or ever fade away?
Because he is God, Jesus also guarded and protected his
disciples as the endearing shepherd who always had their
best interest at heart.ȱ
ȱ
If we become too immersed in the world, we lose
touch with these deeper realities. We can become so
preoccupied with preserving what we have created or
think that we need, forge'ing that it is not building our
city that really ma'ers, but God’s. Jesus clearly did not
belong to the world and, by virtue of his resurrection, he
tries to get us to understand that we do not either. The
truth brings us to other worldly, more divine places and
takes our eyes oﬀ of the concerns that often captivate our
fears and storm our senses.ȱ
ȱ
Life can easily erode our faith. Think of your life
over the last couple of weeks. What challenged your faith
and distracted your divine glance? Even being overly
stimulated with technology and social media can erode
our sense of conﬁdence and cause us to forget who we
really are. We need to distance ourselves from the world
in order to experience the joy that Christ oﬀers. The world
will never like the word of God. It is too challenging and
too perplexing. The world mistakenly believes that it can
survive on its own. It is a mistaken judgment that may
cost people a lot in the end. It is all so very simple: God
remains when we love one another. If in all the business
of our lives and all that each day brings, the good and the
bad, we follow the call and path of love, we will walk
with God. There is nothing to fear and anxiety ﬁnds no
home.ȱ
FATHER’S DAY SPIRITUAL GIFTȯOur
parishes will be oﬀering the Father’s Day spiritual
bouquet in honor of fathers, grandfathers,
godfathers etc…, both living and deceased. The
donation for each name is $5.00 dollars. The
names of our fathers, grandfathers, and godfathers
etc. will be displayed in a binder placed in front of the altar at
Mass on Father’s Day weekend, June 19 & 20. Envelopes for
this special intention are available in the back vestibule.
Please complete the form, insert your donation, and drop it
in the collection basket or drop it oﬀ at the oﬃce. Deadline is
June 18, 2021.ȱ



Holy Spirit Directory

Parish: 518Ȭ477Ȭ7925 oﬃce@hsceg.orgȱ
School: 518Ȭ477Ȭ5739 hssoﬃce@hsseg.org
ȱ



Parish Pastoral Team ȱ
Pastor: Fr. Quy Vo
pastor@hsceg.orgȱ
Deacon: Bill Dringus deacon1275@aol.comȱ
Pastoral Associate for Administration: ȱ
Antonio Morabito
HALO@hsceg.orgȱ
Pastoral Associate for Liturgy:ȱ
 Fr. Quy Vo
pastor@hsceg.orgȱ
Family Ministry & Lifelong Faith Formation:ȱ
 Laura Countryman
faithformation@hsceg.orgȱ
Bookkeeper: Aimee MartinȬVieira ﬁnance@hsceg.orgȱ
Secretary: oﬃce@hsceg.orgȱ
Maintenance Services: Paul Weidman, Tim Casallaȱ
ȱ

Holy Spirit School Ȭ 54 Highland Drive ȱ
Principal: Michael Kosar principal@hsseg.comȱ
Pastoral Councilȱ
Ellen Murphy: 518Ȭ479Ȭ7217
Finance CommiEeeȱ
Steve Wiech: 518Ȭ477Ȭ5351

ebmurphy@gmail.com

ȱ

steve_wiech@msn.com

ȱ

Trusteesȱ
Ma' Heitker: heitkergm@acm.orgȱ
Kevin Haggerty: 518Ȭ378Ȭ5428 khaggerty51@gmail.comȱ
Seasons of Faith is our parish model for lifelong,
intergenerational faith formation, centered around
opportunities to learn about, share and experience our
faith in the company of all parishioners, from the
newly baptized to the most mature members, leading
us to an even deeper relationship with God and each
other. Each season is four months long, with three
seasons per year:ȱ
Winter/Spring (JanȬApril)ȱ
Summer (MayȬAug) ȱ
Fall (SeptȬDec) ȱ
ȱ

Seasons of Faith is for families and adults.ȱ
Parents are their children’s first faith witnesses. Now
more than ever, we want to support families and give
them a variety of opportunities to be family. Seasons of
Faith are specifically designed for the entire family. ȱ
Adults are never too old to learn. Seasons of Faith
encourages faith growth for adults too! ȱ

ȱ

Seasons of Faith is for all who consider Holy Spirit
their home. All are welcome!ȱ
The Sacrament of Reconciliation is
available. If you wish to celebrate the
sacrament, please call the parish oﬃce at
(518) 477Ȭ7925 to make an appointment
with Fr. Vo.ȱ

SEVETH SUNDAY OF EASTER ȱ
Saturday 5/15ȯWeekday of Easter ȱ
4:00 pm. Vigil: ȱ
= Maria & Bruno Jan4enȯReq. by Be6y Palaszȱ
= Barbara KleeȯReq. by Ne6iȱ
= Jean BakerianȯReq. by Dolores Millerȱ
ȱ

Sunday 5/16ȯSeventh Sunday of Easter ȱ
8:30 am Mass:ȱ
= Aileen Fi4patrickȯReq. by H.S Funeral Ministryȱ
= John J. BanachȯReq. by Rosemary Horanȱ
ȱ

11:00 am Mass: ȱ
= Franklin GrantȯReq. by Beatrice Grantȱ
= Joseph O’Brien Sr.ȯReq. by H.S Funeral Ministryȱ
Tuesday 5/18ȯSt. John I, Pope and Martyr ȱ
9:00 amȯNO PARISH LITURGYȱ
ȱ

Wednesday 5/19ȯWeekday of Easter ȱ
9:00 amȯNO PARISH LITURGYȱ
ȱ

Thursday 5/20ȯSt. Bernardine of Siena, Priest ȱ
9:00 am.ȯNO PARISH LITURGYȱ
PENTECOST SUNDAYȱ
Saturday 5/22ȯWeekday of Easterȱ
4:00 pm. Vigil: ȱ
= Janet CristȯReq. by H.S Bereavement Min.ȱ
= John BanachȯReq. by Steve & Kathy Weichȱ
= Dennis P. EldridgeȯReq. by Jay & Theresa Girvinȱ
ȱ

Sunday 5/23ȯPentecost Sunday ȱ
8:30 am Mass: ȱ
= John J. BanachȯReq. by Social Action Min.ȱ
11:00 am Mass: ȱ
= For the people of the parish ȱ

CELEBRATING THE SACRAMENTS
Through the Sacraments, God shares his holiness with us so that
we, in turn, can make the world holier. (USCCB)
Sacraments of Healing
Reconciliation—Saturday from 3:00-3:30pm or by appointment
Anointing of the Sick (and homebound visits)
=Available by appointment, for any stage of illness
Sacraments of Initiation
Baptism—is available at any age. Please contact the parish office.
Eucharist—Student candidates must be at least age 7 by
December 1st and be participating in ongoing Seasons of Faith
Gatherings for at least one year prior.
Confirmation—Student candidates must be participating in
Seasons of Faith for at least one year prior to beginning formation
for Confirmation in the spring.
Sacraments of Commitment
Sacrament of Marriage—Please contact the parish as soon as
you are engaged, at least six (6) months in advance. Pre-Cana is
expected. Wedding dates will be scheduled after meeting with the
Pastor.
Holy Orders and Religious Life—Please contact Fr. Vo at the
parish office, or the diocesan Vocations Office at
albanyvocations.org (518) 453-6690.

Circles of Mercy

Sponsored by Sisters of
Mercy NE Community
Providing Hope and Empowerment
Catherine’s Closet ♦ Computer Training
Resume Writing ♦ Free Income Tax Prep

Richard Zazycki, Director • Call: 518-462-0899
11 Washington Street • Rensselaer, NY
www.circlesofmercy.org

Catholic Central High School
Home of Crusader Spirit

Apply Today!

apply.cchstroy.org

Co-ed, Grades 7-12 • Since 1923
www.cchstroy.org

W.J. Lyons, Jr.
Funeral Home, Inc.
William J. Lyons, III
Caitlin M. Mooney
NYS Licensed Funeral Directors

TOM CLARKE

Parishioner
Providing Insurance & Financial Services
Ask me about 24 hr.
Good Neighbor Service™

518-477-7700

Family owned and operated since 1950
1700 Washington Avenue
Rensselaer, New York 12144
518.286.3400
FAX 518.283.7897

tom@tomclarkeagency.com

11 Elm Street, Nassau, NY, 12123 | (518) 766-3828

director@lyonsfh.com
wjlyonsfuneralhome.com

We are Celebrating 150 Years!

Our Family Serving Your Family
In Your Hour of Need
Wm. J. Rockefeller Funeral Home, Inc.

165 Columbia Tpk • Rensselaer, NY 12144 • (518) 449-7047
Wm. J. Rockefeller
Funeral Home, Inc.

WWW.WJROCKEFELLER.COM

Marshall G. Wagner
Owner/Director

George W. Wagner
Owner/Manager

10% OFF

Contact Judy McNee to place an ad today!
jmcnee@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6451

ANY MEMORIAL
PURCHASE
with a copy of this ad

LET US PLACE
YOUR AD HERE.

Michael J. Wagner
Owner/Director

Your Hometown Garden Center

420 Columbia Turnpike
Rensselaer, NY 12144

518.477.4163
info@beckersfarm.com

East Greenbush - Across from Columbia Plaza

Minor, Major Collision Repairs • Quality Used Cars
1525 Columbia Turnpike • Castleton, NY 12033

(518) 477-2345

Individual customized care for
all of your Physical Therapy needs.
Deborah A Ciprioni P.T. Owner, Parishioner

518-915-1452
Participating with most major Insurances.
81 Miller Rd, Suite 400, Castleton
www.Comprehensiveptsolutions.com

Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com

Holy Spirit, East Greenbush, NY
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