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NOVEMBER 7, 2021|THIRTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

You are welcome here! 

Church of  the Holy Spirit 

Dear friends in Christ,�

May the grace and peace of our 

Lord Jesus Christ be with you 

always!  This weekend is Stewardship Weekend, and 

the gospel message for this weekend directs our 

a!ention to the theme of stewardship.  Jesus teaches us 

not to act like hypocrites� the Scribes and the Pharisees 

who claim to understand God’s word and law instead 

seek places of honor and hurt those whom the law 

demands they protect�the widows and the orphans.  

On the other hand, Jesus uses a poor widow as a model 

for the total self�giving. He said “from her poverty, she 

has contributed all she had, her whole livelihood.”  The 

story of the generous, selfless, giving widow challenges 

us to live out the true meaning of the disciple                  

or follower of Jesus.  True disciples of Jesus give all    

they have, not only material goods, but every thing they 

possess.  �

� Since this weekend is focused on stewardship, 

we must consider ways in which we can help spread   

the gospel message throughout our parish community.  

Because the widow gave everything she had, we must 

ask ourselves these questions “are we true disciples?”,      

“have we given up everything for Christ?”  God has 

blessed us and given us many gifts and talents.  

Although we have many responsibilities at our work 

place, family, or in our communities, we also have the 

responsibilities as Christians to our parish community. 

Each of us are the hands and feet of Jesus, and Jesus 

needs us as instruments so that his gifts of peace, 

healing, mercy, and compassion can reach those who are 

in need. There are ministries (lectors, Eucharist 

Ministers, altar servers etc.) that are waiting for you to 

get involved.  Please consider a ministry that would be a 

good fit for you. True disciples give their very self, all 

that they have. Thank you very much for your 

generosity and selfless service to our parish community.  

May God bless you and reward you richly in heaven.  

Have a blessed week!�

                     Fr. Quy Vo 

Live stream Mass Schedule: 

Saturday 4 p.m. Vigil Mass 

Links can be found on  

Youtube channel  

Holy Spirit Church eg 

Contact us: 

667 Columbia Turnpike 

East Greenbush, NY 12061  

518-477-7925  

http://hsceg.org 

Parish Office Hours: 

Monday & Tuesday:  9am-1pm 

Wednesday, Thursday and Friday:  

   1pm-5pm 

Please call if you need to make an 

appointment 

Our Seasons of Faith website: 

holyspiritchurcheg.weebly.com 

Follow us on: 

Twitter: @HolySpiritEG 

Facebook: @holyspiritchurcheg 

Instagram: @holyspiriteg  

Weekend:   �

��Saturday: 4 p.m. Vigil Mass�

��Sunday:   8:30 a.m. & 11 a.m.�

Weekdays: Tuesday�Thursday: 9 a.m. 

� �        (Mass will be held in Rectory’s Chapel)�

Holy day of Obligation: Consult the bulletin and 

announcement for the mass time.  Mass will be in the church.� �

AS WE CELEBRATE MASS IN PERSON�

Here’s what you need to know before you join us for Mass:�

��Hand sanitizer is available for you to use. Please sanitize 

your hands before receiving the Holy Communion.�

��Wearing masks while we are indoors is strongly 

recommended whether you are fully vaccinated or 

unvaccinated.�

��The communion process will take a bit more time. Follow 

the ushers’ cues and be patient. �

��The Holy Water is back in the font at the entrance of the 

church.  The Holy Water will be changed, and the font will 

be cleaned on a weekly basis. �

��We continue to clean and sanitize the church at the end of 

each mass. �



This Sunday’s Reading: �

First Reading: 1 Kgs 17:10�16 �

Second Reading:  Heb 9:24�28�

Gospel:  Mk 12:38�44 �

�

Next Sunday’s Reading: �

First Reading: Dn 12:1�3 �

Second Reading:  Heb 10:11�14, 18 �

Gospel:  Mk 13:24�32 �

��In the story of the initial encounter between Elijah and 

the widow, we see the widow rewarded for her courage 

and faith. When has your faith resulted in a positive 

outcome?  �

�

��The reading from Hebrews focuses on Jesus’ sacrificial 

death on earth, his intercession for us from heaven, and 

his eventual return at the end of time. Who do you 

know needs to hear this succinct summary of our faith 

in Christ ?�

�

��In the Gospel reading we hear Jesus criticize the scribes 

for their hypocrisy and praise the widow for her 

generosity. How do you ensure your actions and faith 

are authentic?�

POPE FRANCIS PRAYER INTENTIONS FOR  �

NOVEMBER 2021�

�

People Who Suffer from Depression�We pray that 

people who suffer from depression or burn�out will find 

support and a light that opens them up to life. �

Join us in the Eucharist Adoration every 

Tuesday evening beginning at 7 p.m.  We will 

be praying the Rosary & Divine Mercy 

Chaplet.  Confession is available for all.  

Please invite your family & friends to come 

and spend time with the Lord through prayer.  �

HOLY SPIRIT PARISH �

SACRIFICIAL OFFERING�

Week of  10/31/21: �

�� Collection weekend masses: $3,217.00�

�� Collection thru mail:  $705.00�

�� Collection thru E�Giving: $436.45�

�

Total Collection:  $4,358.45�

�

We are grateful for your continued 

financial support during the pandemic.  

We ask you to help us to reach our weekly 

budget by increasing your weekly 

offertory. If you are away, please remember the parish with 

your envelope gift on your return. Online giving is the best 

way to give your donations. Please consider this option.�

P����� ��� V�
������

�

Good and gracious God, you call each �

person by name  and invite them to follow you.�

On this World Day of Prayer for Vocations, �

may each person hear and respond �

to the call they have received.�

We pray for all discerning marriage, �

the chaste single life, consecrated life,  or ordained 

ministries, that your Holy Spirit would guide, �

inspire, and strengthen them.  May your Church and the 

world be enriched by the ʺyesʺ of your children. Amen.�

November 9 is the feast of the Dedication of the 

Lateran Basilica in Rome. What is the 

significance of this feast�Every diocese has a 

mother church, the bishopʹs cathedral where the 

diocesan church gathers and celebrates. The 

cathedral is the seat of the bishopʹs authority over the diocese. 

That authority is intended to be one of service to Godʹs people, 

shepherding and guiding them in a truly pastoral mode.�

� The pope is first and foremost the Bishop of Rome, as 

well as the head of the Roman Catholic Church. St. John Lateran 

is his cathedral, and its prominence derives from that reality. St. 

John Lateran cathedral traces its origins to Emperor Constantine 

who converted a portion of the Laterani family palace into a 

church, and gave it to Pope Sylvester (314�335) as the papal 

church and residence; St. John refers to the two saints in whose 

honor the church is dedicated, John the Baptist and John the 

Evangelist. It became known as the cathedral of the pope, and its 

facadeʹs inscription refers to it as ʺthe Mother and Head of all 

Churches, in the City and of the World.ʺ The universal 

celebration of this feast stresses the unity among Roman 

Catholics, as they unite themselves with the chair of Peter. �

Holy Spirit School�Please join the Catholic 

Identity Team for a weekly rosary with the 

intention of Holy Spirit School. We will be 

meeting every Thursday, doors open at 2:45pm, we will begin 

promptly at 3:00pm, on days that school is in session. Contact 

Sadie Murphy for more information,�smurphy@hsseg.comʺ��

Join us for our next Simply Scripture gatherings       

as we discuss the readings for the 33

rd

 Sunday          

in Ordinary Time. We will gather virtually on 

Thursday 11/11 at 6:30pm or in person on Sunday 

11/14 at 9:30am in the Parish Office.  Contact Laura 

Countryman to register for the virtual gathering or if you 

have any questions.�

�

��All young families are invited to our Church Life course 

for November, Parables and Pajamas. Children are 

invited to a!end with a stuffed animal. We have three 

opportunities to join with other families.  On Sunday 11/4 

at 3:00pm in the church, or at 6:30pm virtually or 

Monday 11/15 at 6:30pm virtually.  Choose the option 

that works best for your family. �



WHY DO WE DO THAT? �

CATHOLIC TRADITIONS EXPLAINED�

�

Question: Can you explain what we mean by a 

vocation or calling? I have heard this term used in many 

different contexts and am not sure what it means. Does it 

apply to religious life?�

�

Answer: A vocation or calling refers to a spiritual experience 

whereby a person senses within oneself the closeness of God 

and what he is asking in oneʹs life. It is a realization of what 

oneʹs part in Godʹs plan could be. Vocation comes in all kinds 

of ways. Some are as dramatic as St. Paulʹs, being knocked off 

his horse, blinded, and hearing Godʹs voice. Others are less 

dramatic, often occurring over time through liAle events and 

personal interests. Others happen in a hurry, accompanied by 

great spiritual insight or conversion. We often think that this 

applies to religious vocation, but in fact, every Christian has a 

vocation, a calling to serve others in and through the church. 

Whether married or single, religious or lay, we are all called 

to live out our baptismal commitment to preach and teach the 

Gospel message. Each of us has our role to play in Godʹs plan, 

and we become coworkers with God in the work of 

redemption. With a liAle confidence, a willing spirit and 

Godʹs grace, we can and will respond to his unique call.�

The 32

nd

  Sunday in Ordinary Time�

      � On December 10, 1979, a very petite holy woman 

known as Mother Teresa of Calcu!a spoke these words in her 

Nobel Peace Prize Acceptance Speech, “But I am sure in the 

families and many of our homes, maybe we are not hungry 

for a piece of bread, but maybe there is somebody there in the 

family who is unwanted, unloved, uncared, forgo!en, there 

isn’t love. Love begins at home. And love to be true has to 

hurt. I never forget a li!le child who taught me a very 

beautiful lesson. They heard in Calcu!a, the children, that 

Mother Teresa had no sugar for her children, and this li!le 

one, Hindu boy four years old, he went home and he told his 

parents: I will not eat sugar for three days, I will give my 

sugar to Mother Teresa. How much a li!le child can give. 

After three days they brought into our house, and there was 

this li!le one who could scarcely pronounce my name, he 

loved with great love, he loved until it hurt. And this is what I 

bring before you, to love one another until it hurts, but don’t 

forget that there are many children, many children, many 

men and women who haven’t got what you have. And 

remember to love them until it hurts.”�

� Living authentically and walking with holiness 

always involves sacrifice. It has to hurt. Only actions 

springing from true and deep sacrifice demonstrate true 

integrity. Without sacrifice, even what is apparently a 

generous gesture can be nothing. It is no wonder that the 

widow who contributed from her poverty received great 

admiration from Jesus and the young child in our story above 

the interest of Mother Teresa. It is easy to make the houses of 

our lives look like they are in perfect order when in fact they 

are in shambles within. Religion can sometimes make this 

hypocritical masquerade easy to accomplish. We can find 

ourselves in all the right holy places, reciting all of the correct 

prayers, participating in community collections, and reciting 

the proper doctrines only to find ourselves empty, shallow, 

self�focused, and overly anxious about personal concerns.�

� The one who learns to discover their inner poverty, 

their spiritual poverty, is the only one who can truly place 

him or herself at the mercy of God. It is only when we allow 

ourselves to be empty that we realize Who we actually need 

to fill us. This is the real meaning of trust. Many of us are 

afraid to take the plunge. We allow ourselves to detach from 

only so much, always keeping a watchful eye on the 

protection of our securities. We understand the value of 

poverty, but we do not want to become too poor. As long as 

we are able to recognize this tension, our reluctance to let go 

and our struggle, we can continue our journey of humbly 

learning how to love so deeply that it hurts. God understands 

and waits.  �

St. Frances Xavier Cabrini | Feast Day November 

13�You may recognize the name St. Frances Xavier 

Cabrini (1850 � 1917) as the first United States citizen to 

become a saint. Known for her deep trust in God, she was 

a courageous woman doing the work of Christ.�

 � Her life of service began when she was first 

refused admission to the religious order which had 

educated her to be a teacher. Not one to take things 

face value, she instead focused her charitable work at the House 

of Providence Orphanage in Cadogno, Italy, and in 1877, 

professed vows there and took the religious habit.�

� When the bishop closed the orphanage in 1880, he 

named St. Frances Xavier Cabrini prioress of the Missionary 

Sisters of the Sacred Heart. However, she had a dream she was 

determined to fulfill. Since her early childhood, she had dreamed 

of being a missionary in China. Pope Leo XIII, however, urged 

her to see the need in the west. She traveled with six of her fellow 

religious sisters to New York City, where they worked with the 

thousands of Italian immigrants residing there.�

� Although she experienced many disappointments 

during this time, she persevered. When she arrived in New York, 

the house intended to be her first orphanage in the United States 

was not available. Rather than come back to Italy and the order 

she oversaw, she instead found a way to establish that orphanage 

elsewhere � plus a few more. Throughout her life, she is known 

for founding 67 institutions dedicated to caring for the poor, the 

abandoned, the uneducated, and the sick. She died of malaria in 

her own Columbus Hospital in Chicago in 1917. �

The sanctuary lamp is lit to honor  �

Marie R. Goding 

Given by Gary & Doris Beardsley�

Centennial Shirts � We are now taking orders for our new 

Holy Spirit Centennial shirts and sweatshirts. Orders may be 

placed after all masses through November 21. Payment must 

be received at the time of order. Please see the flyer in the 

bulletin, our weekly email, or on the parish website for more 

information.�



Holy Spirit Directory�

�

Parish:   518�477�7925  office@hsceg.org�

School:  518�477�5739  hssoffice@hsseg.org     �

�

Parish Pastoral Team �

Pastor:  Fr. Quy Vo        pastor@hsceg.org�

Deacon:  Bill Dringus     deacon1275@aol.com�

Pastoral Associate for Administration:  �

Sowmya Sudulaganti    info@holyspiritchurcheg.org�

Pastoral Associate for Liturgy:�

�� Fr. Quy Vo     � pastor@hsceg.org�

Family Ministry & Lifelong Faith Formation:�

�� Laura Countryman      faithformation@hsceg.org�

Accountant:  Aimee Martin�Vieira  finance@hsceg.org�

Secretary: office@hsceg.org�

Maintenance Services:  Paul Weidman, Tim Casalla�

�

Holy Spirit School  � 54 Highland Drive �

Principal: Michael Kosar   principal@hsseg.com�

Pastoral Council�

Ellen Murphy: 518�479�7217     ebmurphy@gmail.com�

Finance CommiCee�

Steve Wiech: 518�477�5351      steve_wiech@msn.com�

Trustees�

MaA Heitker:     heitkergm@acm.org�

Kevin Haggerty: 518�378�5428  khaggerty51@gmail.com�

Seasons of Faith is our parish model for lifelong, 

intergenerational faith formation, centered around 

opportunities to learn about, share and experience our 

faith in the company of all parishioners, from the 

newly baptized to the most mature members, leading 

us to an even deeper relationship with God and each 

other.  Each season is four months long, with three 

seasons per year:�

Winter/Spring  (Jan�April)�

Summer  (May�Aug) �

Fall   (Sept�Dec) �

�

Seasons of Faith is for families and adults.�

Parents are their children’s first faith witnesses.  Now 

more than ever, we want to support families and give 

them a variety of opportunities to be family.  Seasons of 

Faith is specifically designed for the entire family. �

Adults are never too old to learn.  Seasons of Faith 

encourages faith growth for adults too! �

 �

Seasons of Faith is for all who consider Holy Spirit 

their home.  All are welcome!�

BULLETIN & PULPIT ANNOUNCEMENT 

DEADLINE: Please submit a hardcopy or email 

(info@holyspiritchurcheg.org) no later than 9:00 a.m. 

on Monday for that week’s bulletin and Pulpit 

announcement.  Thank you for your cooperation.   �



THIRTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  

Saturday 11/6—St. John of Capistrano, Priest 

4 p.m. Vigil:  Peggy Oswitt—Req. by Nettie 

��Marguerite Edwards—Req. by HS Funeral Ministry 

��Joyce Lapham—Req. by Kathy & Steve Wiech 

 

Sunday 11/7—Thirty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

8:30 a.m. Mass:   Fr. George St. John & the deceased members of 

Fr. George’s Family—Req. by HS 

��Joyce Lapham—Req. by HS Funeral Ministry 

 

11 a.m. Mass: Bernadine Blake—Req. Bob & Mary Kay,  

    Blake & Family 

��Joann Dion—Req. by Cecilia Geocos 

��Ann Marie Riley—Req. by Cecilia Geocos 

 

Tuesday 11/9—The Dedication of the Lateran Basilica  

9 a.m.: Intention Available 

 

Wednesday 11/10—St. Leo the Great, Pope & Doctor of the 

Church   

9 a.m.: Intention Available 

 

Thursday 11/11—St. Martin of Tours, Bishop;  

9 a.m.: Intention Available 

 

THIRTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Saturday 11/13—St. Frances Xavier Cabrini, Virgin  

4 p.m. Vigil:  Peggy Oswitt—Req. by Nettie 

��Mary C. Murphy—Req. by Ann Taylor 

��Bernedine Donovan—Req. by HS Funeral Ministry 

 

Sunday 11/14—Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

8:30 a.m. Mass:  Fr. George St. John & the deceased members of 

Fr. George’s Family 

��Joseph Romer, Jr.—Req. by Janice Griffin 

��Corinne Miller—Req. by Ned & Connie O’Brien 

 

11 a.m. Mass: Rocco Prinzo—Req. by HS Funeral Ministry 

��Joseph Romer, Jr.—Req. by Charleen Papa 

CELEBRATING THE SACRAMENTS 

Sacraments of Healing 

Reconciliation—Saturday from 3:00-3:30pm or by appointment 

Anointing of the Sick (and homebound visits) 

��Available by appointment, for any stage of illness 

 

Sacraments of Initiation 

 

Baptism—is available at any age.  Please contact the parish office. 

 

Eucharist—Student candidates must be at least age 7 by 

December 1st and be participating in ongoing Seasons of Faith 

Gatherings for at least one year prior. 

 

Confirmation—Student candidates must be participating in 

Seasons of Faith for at least one year prior to beginning formation 

for Confirmation in the spring. 

 

Sacraments of Commitment 

 

Sacrament of Marriage—Please contact the parish as soon as 

you are engaged, at least six (6) months in advance.  Pre-Cana is 

expected. Wedding dates will be scheduled after meeting with the 

Pastor. 

 

Holy Orders and Religious Life—Please contact Fr. Vo at the 

parish office, or the diocesan Vocations Office at 

albanyvocations.org  (518) 453-6690. 
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 420 Columbia Turnpike 518.477.4163
 Rensselaer, NY 12144 info@beckersfarm.com

East Greenbush - Across from Columbia Plaza

Your Hometown Garden Center

Individual customized care for 
all of your Physical Therapy needs.

Deborah A Ciprioni P.T.  Owner, Parishioner 

518-915-1452
Participating with most major Insurances.

81 Miller Rd, Suite 400, Castleton 

www.Comprehensiveptsolutions.com

Minor, Major Collision Repairs • Quality Used Cars
1525 Columbia Turnpike • Castleton, NY 12033

(518) 477-2345

 Our Family Serving Your Family
 In Your Hour of Need
 Wm. J. Rockefeller Funeral Home, Inc.
 165 Columbia Tpk • Rensselaer, NY 12144 • (518) 449-7047
 WWW.WJROCKEFELLER.COM

Wm. J. Rockefeller
Funeral Home, Inc.

 Marshall G. Wagner George W. Wagner Michael J. Wagner
 Owner/Director Owner/Manager Owner/Director

We are Celebrating 150 Years!

 Circles of Mercy
 Sponsored by Sisters of 
 Mercy NE Community
 Providing Hope and Empowerment

Catherine’s Closet ♦ Computer Training
Resume Writing ♦ Free Income Tax Prep

Richard Zazycki, Director • Call: 518-462-0899
11 Washington Street • Rensselaer, NY

www.circlesofmercy.org

Family owned and operated since 1950

1700 Washington Avenue
Rensselaer, New York 12144

518.286.3400
FAX 518.283.7897

director@lyonsfh.com
wjlyonsfuneralhome.com

W.J. Lyons, Jr. 
Funeral Home, Inc.

William J. Lyons, III
Caitlin M. Mooney

NYS Licensed Funeral Directors
TOM CLARKE

Parishioner
Providing Insurance & Financial Services

 Ask me about 24 hr.
 Good Neighbor Service™

 518-477-7700
tom@tomclarkeagency.com

Co-ed, Grades 7-12 • Since 1923
www.cchstroy.org

Catholic Central High School

Home of  Crusader Spirit 
Apply Today!

apply.cchstroy.org

Contact Mac Economy to place an ad  
today! meconomy@4LPi.com or  

(800) 477-4574 x6442

WE ARE OPEN!!!!
NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY!

3361 SOUTH THOMPSON 
SCHENECTADY 

518-630-5055

591 COLUMBIA TPKE 
EAST GREENBUSH 
518-477-4753

TIRES & AUTO REPAIR IN EAST GREENBUSH & SCHENECTADY

 • Plot Maintenance
 • Headstone Cleaning
 • Affordable Pricing
Call Brian Calhoun 518-756-1037

BC's
Headstone 

N 
Restoration

Cell 518-495-3629
Office 518-286-1000
johnmooney@howardhanna.com
HowardHanna.com

JOHN MOONEY
SRES, SFR Catholic
Licensed Associate Real Estate Broker

102 Van Rensselaer Square
Suite L  •  Rensselaer, NY

Taylor’s Monument Co., Inc
13199 Route 9W, Hannacroix, NY
Investigate before Investing

(518) 756-3530
Michael Taylor, President

Mary Taylor, Vice President


