Church of the Holy Spirit

You are welcome here!

AS WE CELEBRATE MASS IN PERSON
Here’s what you need to know before you join us for Mass:

R/

% Hand sanitizer is available for you to use. Please sanitize your
hands before receiving the Holy Communion.

% Wearing masks while we are indoors is strongly recommended
whether you are fully vaccinated or unvaccinated.

+« The communion process will take a bit more time. Follow the
ushers’ cues and be patient.

% The Holy Water is back in the font at the entrance of the church.
The Holy Water will be changed, and the font will be cleaned on a
weekly basis.

% We continue to clean and sanitize the church at the end of each

mass.

R/

P g }_‘f < Saturday: 4 p.m. Vigil Mass
=& < Sunday: 8:30a.m.& 11a.m.
ﬁ[:HED"LE Weekdays: Tuesday — Thursday: 9 a.m.
(Mass will be held in Rectory’s Chapel)
Holy day of Obligation: Consult the bulletin and
announcement for the mass time. Mass will be in the church

Contact us: Parish Office Hours:

667 Columbia Turnpike Monday & Tuesday: 9am-1pm

East Greenbush, NY 12061 | Wednesday, Thursday and Friday:

518-477-7925 1pm-5pm

http://hsceg.org Please call if you need to make an
appointment

Dear friends in Christ!
Merry Christmas! And welcome to
the Church of the Holy Spirit parish.
We are glad that you are here to celebrate the birth of
our Lord Jesus with us. May the grace and peace of our
Lord Jesus be with you! The Christmas season begins
today. Christmas is a time for us to celebrate the birth of
Christ and a time to recognize God’s love and mercy for
mankind. Our awesome God left the heavenly kingdom
and became a human like us, without sin. Jesus, Word-
made-Flesh, dwelt among us and shared with us many
gifts. He came to bring peace to many troubled souls; he
healed the broken hearted and the wounded people; he

forgave sinners; he died for us so that we can have
eternal life. Jesus is truly a gift from God the Father to
mankind.

Celebrating the birth of Jesus reminds us that
God loves us unconditionally by giving to us the most
amazing gift, Jesus, His Only Begotten Son, who was
wrapped in swaddling clothes lying in a manger. Jesus
was born and brought life and light to a world that is
filled with darkness. Jesus is the reason for us to
celebrate, to give thanks for God’s goodness, and to
share our gifts with each other, and to the less
fortunate. When we gather together with our loved
ones on Christmas day to give a gift or to receive one,
we must remember to thank God for the gift of family
and friends. When we decide to share or give others a
gift, we express our faith and show others the greatest
gift-giver who is our God, the one who loves humanity
unconditionally. The greatest gift and joy of Christmas
is to bring Jesus and his gifts of peace and love to others.

On behalf of our parish community and the
staff, we wish you and your family a blessed Christmas.
May the divine Child and His Mother grant you and
your loved ones the peace and joy of this holy season
and fill your home with the gifts of faith, hope, and love.

Merry Christmas to you!
f 2. @,7 Yo

Our Seasons of Faith website:
holyspiritchurcheg.weebly.com
Follow us on:

Twitter: @HolySpiritEG
Facebook: @holyspiritchurcheg
Instagram: @holyspiriteg

Live stream Mass Schedule:
Saturday 4 p.m. Vigil Mass
Links can be found on
Youtube channel
Holy Spirit Church eg




REFLECTION QUESTIONS

T The prophet Isaiah offered a song of praise in seeing the
Lord’s return and the salvation of his people. How will
you celebrate today the birth of the Messiah?

T The opening prologue of the Letter to the Hebrews is
similar in poetic structure and theology to the prologue
of the Gospel of John (today’s Gospel reading). Both
texts place heavy emphasis on the divinity of Jesus. In
the birth of Jesus where do you see his divinity present?

T The opening prologue to the Gospel of John offers a
beautiful portrait of Jesus: “And the Word became flesh
and made his dwelling among us.” How does the
celebration of Christmas help you sense God’s presence
in the world?

This Sunday’s Readings: Nativity of the Lord

First Reading: Is 52: 7-10
Second Reading: Heb 1: 1-6
Gospel: Jn 1:1-18

Next Sunday’s Readings: Epiphany
First Reading: Nm 6: 22-27

Second Reading: Gal 4: 4-7
Gospel: Lk 2: 16-21

HOLY SPIRIT PARISH
SACRIFICIAL OFFERING

Week of 12/19/21—NOT AVAILABLE DUE TO EARLY
SUBMISSION OF THE BULLETIN

If you are away, please remember the parish with your envelope
gift on your return. We appreciate your ongoing support.

A CHRISTMAS CREED

% I believe in Jesus Christ and in the beauty
of the gospel begun in Bethlehem.

% I believe in the one whose spirit glorified a
little town; and whose spirit still brings
music to persons all over the world, in towns both large

and small.
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I believe in the one who the rulers of the earth ignored
and the proud could never understand; whose life was
among common people, whose welcome came from
person of hungry hearts.

% I believe in the one who proclaimed the love of God to
be invincible.

% I believe in the one whose cradle was a mother’s arms,
whose modest home in Nazareth had love for its only
wealth, who looked at persons and made them see what
God’s love saw in them, who by love brought sinners
back to purity, and lifted human weakness up to meet
the strength of God.
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I confess my ever-lasting need of God: The need of
forgiveness for our selfishness and greed, the need of
new life for empty souls, the need of love for hearts
grown cold.

% I believe in God who gives us the best of himself. I
believe in Jesus, the Son of the living God, born in
Bethlehem this night, for me and for the world.

—Author Unknown

[Father ng Vo, Deacon El”
Dringus, and the FParish Staff of
the Church of the Holg SPiﬁt wish
you and your loved ones a blessed
Christmas. May the divine Child
and his Motl'!cr grant you and your

loved ones the peace ancljog of this holy season, and fill
your heart and home with the gi{:ts of faith, hoPc, and love.

% PRAYER FOR CHRISTMAS MORNING

Child of Bethlehem, grant that we share with

all our hearts in this profound mystery of
Christmas. Put into our hearts this peace for
which we need sometimes seek so desperately,
and which you alone can give us. Help us know one
another better, and live as brothers and sisters, children of
the same Father. Reveal to us also your beauty, holiness and
purity. Awaken in our hearts love and gratitude for your
infinite goodness. Join us all together in your love, and give
us your heavenly peace.

By Saint John XXIII
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POPE FRANCIS PRAYER INTENTIONS FOR
DECEMBER 2021

" Catechists—Let us pray for the
summoned to announce the Word of God: may they be its
witnesses, with courage and creativity and in the power of
the Holy Spirit.

catechists,

Jesus was born in a stable, but was embraced by the love of the
Virgin Mary and Saint Joseph. By his birth in the flesh, the Son of
God consecrated familial love. My thoughts at this moment turn to
families: to those who cannot come together today and to those
forced to remain at home. May Christmas be an opportunity for all
of us to rediscover the family as a cradle of life and faith, a place of
acceptance and love, dialogue, forgiveness, fraternal solidarity and
shared joy, a source of peace for all humanity.
- Pope Francis Christmas 2020



WHY DO WE DO THAT?
CATHOLIC TRADITIONS EXPLAINED

Question:
Christmas?

Why do we give gifts at

Answer: Great events in and of themselves are not tangible.
They occur in life but leave no mark behind, nothing that
someone could come across and know that something
significant occurred. So we mark the event with monuments,
holidays, gold watches or plaques, making a meaningful
event tangible and memorable.

Gifts at Christmas do the same thing. They mark the
occasion of the birth of Jesus, communicating a bit of the joy
of the day by allowing us to be both giver and receiver. Gift-
giving sets aside the day as special and different. The special
foods, customs, decorations, and gifts all help focus our
attention on the importance and meaning of the day and at
the same time allow us to share personally in its joy and
happiness.

In giving gifts, though, we can share in the meaning
of Christmas in a significant way. We imitate God in sharing
with others. We give a bit of ourselves to others in the gifts
we give, just as God gives us the gift of his Son. No wonder
we often say that the best gifts are those that come from the
heart. Given in love, these presents are wrapped in the best
covering of all.

LIVE THE LITURGY - INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK

Merry Christmas! There is something sacred about
sun when it dances upon a field of newly iced snow. Lights
and colors bounce around in myriad ways flashing prisms of
beauty as if in tune with the rhythm of a melodic dance. The
Word became flesh and now dwells among us. Humanity can
now dance. We sparkle with the beauty and radiance of God
and can now walk through life with confidence knowing that
we have been divinely kissed. It is a sacred moment, a holy
marriage between God and His sons and daughters. All is
bright and all is well. Today we celebrate who we are in
Christ and rest safely in God’s care. God’s presence, revealed
in the humble birth of His Son, dances in our hearts, calling
us to beauty, truth, purpose, and love. Today we know,
without doubt, that we are not the product of the rambling
offerings of a universe that created itself. We are loved,
treasured, and blessed. We have a Savior who can show us
the way. Accept him.

GOSPEL MEDITATION

The Nativity of the Lord Jesus

“He so loved us that for our sake He was made man in
time, through Whom all times were made; was in the world less in
years than His servants, though older than the world itself in His
eternity; was made man, Who made man; was created of a mother,
whom He created; was carried by hands which He formed; nursed
at the breasts which He had filled; cried in the manger in wordless
infancy, He the Word without Whom all human eloquence is mute
(St. Augustine, Sermon 188).” The miracle of what happens
at Christmas is truly an awesome mystery. Revealed in the
silent ordinariness of life is God’s intimate love for humanity
and all that he made. The Word, existing for all time, comes
and dwells among us. God kisses us. We can seek and soar
with playful delight as a joy never known before fills our
heart.

Joy is best expressed through dance. There is just
something truly wonderful about the self-abandon a
beautiful melodic dance reveals. If we are able to let go and
really be free, it celebrates life in a way few other experiences
really can. With the birth of Jesus Christ, God takes the
Divine Dance to a deeper and more tangible level. We can
now not only see what we believe but believe what we see!
This most perfect dance is a call to beauty, innocence, truth,
purpose, hope, faith, and love. Today we know, beyond
doubt, that we are a necessary part of God’s beautifully
choreographed masterpiece of life and not just a random
happening without real intent or purpose. We are loved,
treasured, and blessed.

Accepting the truth of God’s birth in time we also
accept an invitation to dance with God. We can let go of
what tethers us to anxious concerns and superficial
securities. Throw caution to the wind and go with God. We
have been blessed with talents, gifts, and life eternal. Follow
the rhythm of the dance with joy and listen to what the Word
who became flesh tells us about what the next steps can be.
Today, heaven remains the same, but earth has been
profoundly changed.

[U Ch anstic Join us in the Eucharist Adoration every
Tuesday evening beginning at 7 p.m.
We will be praying the Rosary & Divine
Mercy Chaplet. Confession is available

for all. Please invite your family &
N friends to come and spend time with the
e Lord through prayer.
AdGration

Holy Spirit Church will be
celebrating 100 years in 2022.
Mark your calendars for our
grand celebration on June 5,

2022. Events are being
planned for the entire Holy
Spirit family, which will

; . . Hovy SPimiT
include Mass with Bishop - sl

Scharfenberger.

The centennial committee is putting together a book
commemorating the event, which will be made available
to every registered household. Do you have photos, old
documents and/or stories that you might like to share? If
so, please contact Sowmya Sudulaganti, at the Holy Spirit
Church office at 518-477-7925.



Holy Spirit Directory

Parish: 518-477-7925 office@hsceg.org
School: 518-477-5739 hssoffice@hsseg.org

Parish Pastoral Team

Pastor: Fr. Quy Vo pastor@hsceg.org

Deacon: Bill Dringus deacon1275@aol.com
Pastoral Associate for Administration:

Sowmya Sudulaganti info@holyspiritchurcheg.org
Pastoral Associate for Liturgy:

*  Fr. Quy Vo pastor@hsceg.org

Family Ministry & Lifelong Faith Formation:

*  Laura Countryman  faithformation@hsceg.org
Accountant: Aimee Martin-Vieira finance@hsceg.org
Secretary: office@hsceg.org

Maintenance Services: Paul Weidman, Tim Casalla

Holy Spirit School - 54 Highland Drive
Principal: Michael Kosar principal@hsseg.com

Parish Council
Ellen Murphy: 518-479-7217  ebmurphy@gmail.com

Finance Committee
Steve Wiech: 518-477-5351  steve_wiech@msn.com

Trustees
Matt Heitker: heitkergm@acm.org
Kevin Haggerty: 518-378-5428 khaggerty51@gmail.com

Seasons of Faith is our parish model for lifelong,
intergenerational faith formation, centered around
opportunities to learn about, share and experience our
faith in the company of all parishioners, from the
newly baptized to the most mature members, leading
us to an even deeper relationship with God and each
other. Each season is four months long, with three
seasons per year:
Winter/Spring (Jan-April)
Summer (May-Aug)
Fall (Sept-Dec)

Seasons of Faith is for families and adults.
Parents are their children’s first faith witnesses. Now
more than ever, we want to support families and give
them a variety of opportunities to be family. Seasons
of Faith are specifically designed for the entire family.
Adults are never too old to learn. Seasons of Faith
encourages faith growth for adults too!

Seasons of Faith is for all who consider Holy Spirit
their home. All are welcome!

BULLETIN & PULPIT ANNOUNCEMENT
DEADLINE: Please submit a hardcopy or email
(info@holyspiritchurcheg.org) no later than 9:00 a.m.
on Monday for that week’s bulletin and Pulpit
announcement. Thank you for your cooperation.




%‘Hﬂ- Masses For The Week

THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD JESUS

Saturday 12/25—The Nativity of the Lord Jesus
10 a.m. Mass: Marty Bernado—Req. by his family
T John Caruso—Req. by his family

T Beatrice Wong—Req. by her family

Sunday 12/26 —Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph
8:30 am Mass: Fr. George St. John
11 am Mass: For the people of the parish

Tuesday 12/28 — The Octave of the Nativity of the Lord
9 am—Intention Available

Wednesday 12/29—The Octave of the Nativity of the
Lord
9 am —Intention Available

Thursday 12/30—The Octave of the Nativity of the Lord
9 a.m.—Intention Available

Friday 12/31—The Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God
6 p.m. Vigil Mass: Intention Available

THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD JESUS

Saturday 1/1/22—The Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God
9 a.m. Mass: Intention Available
4p.m. Mass: Intention Available

Sunday 1/2—The Epiphany of the Lord Jesus
8:30 am Mass: For the people of the parish
11 am Mass: Danielle Smith—Req. by Helen Lewis

CELEBRATING THE SACRAMENTS

Sacraments of Healing

Reconciliation—Saturday from 3:00-3:30pm or by appointment
Anointing of the Sick (and homebound visits)

% Available by appointment, for any stage of illness. One

SHOULD NOT wait until someone is near death before
requesting an anointing.

Sacraments of Initiation

Baptism—is available at any age. Please contact the parish office.

Eucharist—Student candidates must be at least age 7 by
December 1st and be participating in ongoing Seasons of Faith
Gatherings for at least one year prior.

Confirmation—Student candidates must be participating in
Seasons of Faith for at least one year prior to beginning formation
for Confirmation in the spring.

Sacraments of Commitment

Sacrament of Marriage—Please contact the parish as soon as
you are engaged, at least six (6) months in advance. Pre-Cana is
expected. Wedding dates will be scheduled after meeting with the
Pastor.

Holy Orders and Religious Life—Please contact Fr. Vo at the
parish office, or the diocesan Vocations Office at
albanyvocations.org (518) 453-6690.



fﬁ‘ % Circles of Mercy
.? % S&onsorﬁg gy Sisters of
';‘ ercy ommunity
l" iy ‘.‘r“f Providing Hope and Empowerment
Catherme s Closet ¢ Computer Training
Resume Writing ¢ Free Income Tax Prep
Richard Zazycki, Director + Call: 518-462-0899
11 Washington Street « Rensselaer, NY
www.circlesofmercy.org

TIRES & AUTO REPAIR IN EAST GREENBUSH & SCHENECTADY

Tirco & DusToOM WHoDLs

voRDHAMS, Bt

Firssinns

3361 SOUTH THOMPSON
SCHENECTADY

518-630-5055

Catholic Central High School

Home of Crusader Spirit

Compuler, Smartphoie,
und Technology Lsues

A

Apply Today!

+ apply.cchstroy.org Thees Sided Tnc SOLVED !
Co-ed, Grades 7-12 « Since 1923 letter aad Ml
www.cchstroy.org
Call us at
(S8} 477-71493
—Ask for Alber!

O e-mail us at:

trimmgele i throesided et
591 COLUMBIA TPKE
EAST GREENBUSH

518-477-4753

Muobile Nobaries Tin Srafl

= 2
ocker’s§ Farm
Your Hometown Garden Center ‘i

518.477.4163
Rensselaer, NY 12144 info@beckersfarm.com
East Greenbush - Across from Columbia Plaza

420 Columbia Turnpike

TOM CLARKE

Parishioner
Providing Insurance & Financial Services

StateFarm  Askmeabout 24 hr.

ﬁ Good Neighbor Service™

518-477-7700

tom@tomclarkeagency.com

FREE Ap DESIGN

WITH PURCHASE OF THIS SPACE

(3 CALL 800.477.4574

¢ Plot Maintenance
* Headstone Cleaning
e Affordable Pricing
Call Brian Calhoun 518-756-1037

BC's
Headstone

Restoration

Minor, Major Collision Repairs « Quality Used Cars
1525 Columbia Turnpike « Castleton, NY 12033
(518) 477-2345

We are Celebmtzng 150 Years!
Our Famlly Serving Your Famlly

In Your Hour of Need
Wm. J. Rockefeller Funeral Home, Inc.
165 Columbia Tpk ¢ Rensselaer, NY 12144 ¢ (518) 449-7047

WWW. WJROCKEFELLER.COM

Marshall G. Wagner George W. Wagner Michael J. Wagner
Owner/Director Owner/Manager Owner/Director

Wm. J. Rockefeller
Funeral Home, Inc.

JOHN MOONEY

Taylor's Monument Co., Inc
13199 Route 9W, Hannacroix, NY

Investigate before Investing
(518) 756-3530

Michael Taylor, President
Mary Taylor, Vice President

SRES, SFR Catholic
Licensed Associate Real Estate Broker

Cell 518-495-3629
office 518-286-1000

Jjohnmooney@howardhanna.com
HowardHanna.com

[ Howapaes 0.

BE YOURSELF. BRING YOUR PASSION,

# Pald Training

102Van Rensselae Square
SuieL - Rensselaer NY

s Some Travel
* Work-Life Balance
* Full-Time with Benefits
* Serve Your Community
Pj Contact us at careers@4lpi.com
www.4lpi.com/careers

@ ADT-Monitored Home Security

== Get24-Hour Protection From a Name You Can Trust |

® Flood Detection
® Carben Mo

® Burglary
® Fire Safety

ADVERTISE HERE NOW! 18552254251 [

wide

Individual customized care for
all of your Physical Therapy needs.
Deborah A Ciprioni P.T. Owner, Parishioner
518-915-1452

Participating with most major Insurances.
81 Miller Rd, Suite 400, Castleton

www.C

Contact Mac Economy to place an ad
today! meconomy@4LPi.com or
(800) 477-4574 x6442

P

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS!

Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 e Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 e www.4lpi.com

com
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Holy Spirit, East Greenbush, NY 03-1047



