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Our Lady Mother of the Church
209 Woodcliff Avenue ~ Woodcliff Lake, NJ 07677 ~ www.motherofthechurch.org

Christmas Eve
4:00 pm/5:30 pm/12:00 midnight
Christmas Day
8:30 am & 10:30 am
THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT ~ DECEMBER 16, 2018
Fr. Sean Manson………………..……….……….Pastor
Email: seanolmc@gmail.com
Fr. Siffredus Rwechungura……...…….....Parochial Vicar
Mr. Stan Fedison…………………..………...….Deacon
Mrs. Patricia Keenaghan…………..…Director of Rel. Ed.
Email: faithformationolmc@gmail.com
Ms. Deborah DiPiazza…...…….......Faith Formation Aide
Mr. Domenick Panfile…..………..…….Director of Music
Ms. Judi Quinn……….………….Administrative Secretary
Email: judiolmc@yahoo.com
Mr. Vito Delzotto……..…...….…Parish Council President
Rev. Msgr. Cajetan Salemi………..…......Pastor Emeritus
Mass Schedule
Monday-Friday 8:30am
Saturday 5:30pm &
8:00 pm (in classroom)
Sunday 8:30am, 10:30am & 6:00 pm
Holy Days: See bulletin for schedule of Masses.
Parish Office:
Monday - Wednesday 9:00am - 4:00pm
Thursday and Friday 9:00am - 2:00pm
Phone: 201-391-2826
Toddlers Mass
Parish Email
Every First Saturday
info@motherofthechurch.org
at 4:00 pm
Faith Formation Office
Reconciliation
Phone: 201-391-7400
Saturday 4:30 pm to
Monday 10:00 am - 1:00 pm
Wednesday 12:00 pm - 3:00 pm 5:00 pm
faithformationolmc@gmail.com

Mission Statement: Called by our baptism and nourished by the Eucharist, the parishioners of Our Lady
Mother of the Church, acknowledge our mission to teach, share and live the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Inspired by
the Holy Spirit, we create a welcoming environment, enthusiastically gather and worship to praise God, and strive
to imitate the life of Jesus as we reach out beyond our own
! faith community.
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Can you imagine life without keys? How many doors have you locked or unlocked
already today? In the Advent Liturgy there is a prayer which speaks about a key. It
is a remarkable prayer.
“O Key of David, What you open no one else can ever close again! What you
close no one can open! O Key of David, come to lead the captives from prison!
Free all those in darkness and in the shadow of death!”
The ‘Key of David’ is Our Lord Jesus Christ. He can open a door before us that
no other key can open; a door that leads to new hope and peace, to truth and integrity, to purity and love.
And he can close and lock behind us the door through which fear and anxiety, bitterness and remorse, guilt and shame, have so often entered our lives, sometimes making our lives hell.
He can close the door firmly in the face of so much from our past, our history that comes to accuse us and mock us,
to haunt us and humiliate us; and all the lies we have fed on and believed.
He can set us free from our captivity and slavery; from all the things that chain us and imprison us; from those dungeons where we sit in terrible loneliness or dark despair, often hating ourselves.
He can rescue us from the solitary confinement of our selfishness and greed; and from everything that prevents us
from going out in love, compassion and friendship to others.
Jesus Christ, the 'Key of David', can break the hold that evil has on us, the tight grip of moral lapses, sexual sins, laziness and indifference, cunning and hypocrisy.
He can help us to rise above the strange compulsive needs that our ego often inflicts on us; the addictions that seem
to dominate us. He can purify our desires and calm the heat of our crazy and sometimes violent thoughts; and all our
disordered urges and passions.
Christ can conquer death in us; the death we daily experience when we want to escape and deny the truth about our
lives; or to run away from the responsibilities we know are ours in the family, or work.
The Church wants each of us to meet Christ, the 'Key of David’, and to experience his healing touch and his saving
grace. But where? Where can we meet Christ? Where can we find him?
We can meet him in the Sacrament of Reconciliation, the Sacrament of his Mercy and Forgiveness. The Church invites
you -you who are reading this- to find him there. Yes, there we can meet him!
The Church calls us, encourages us, and urges us, to make a simple and sincere confession of our sins; without fear,
without anxiety. And to place our lives under the gaze of God's love and mercy.
How long since your last confession? Weeks? Months? Years? It does not matter. What does matter is that you take
this opportunity now.
It is a very great gift of God to you. Do not let this opportunity pass you by. The Advent Deanery Liturgy of Reconciliation, with the opportunity for individual confession, will take place this Monday, December 17th at 7:00pm at Our
Lady of Mercy, Park Ridge.
Priests from other parishes will be here. One of them will hear your confession. And God will inspire this priest to
give you a word of enlightenment, hope and encouragement for your life!
You can confess in English, Italian, Spanish, Polish, or even Swahili!! Come! There is a place reserved for you. The
'Key of David’ will be turned in your favor.
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Saturday
5:30 pm
Sunday
8:30 am
10:30 am
6:00 pm
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8:30 am
Tuesday
8:30 am
Wednesday
8:30 am
Thursday
8:30 am
Friday
8:30 am
Saturday
5:30 pm
Sunday
8:30 am
10:30 am
6:00 pm

6

December 15
Tana Quigley
December 16
Third Sunday of Advent
Albert Nobile
Jose Lopes
Catherine Terence
December 17
Anne Quirsfeld
December 18
People of the Parish
December 19
Anne Quirsfeld
December 20
Deceased Members of the
Perrulli Family
December 21
St. Peter Canisius
Special Intention
December 22
Adele Dattoli
December 23
Fourth Sunday of Advent
Lillian Dell’Aquila
Adele Dattoli
People of the Parish
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For everything there is a season and a time for
every purpose under heaven.”
Ecclesiastes 3:11
“A time to be healed”
Parish sick list: Marie Barrett, Colin Burns, Philip Buccellato, Michael Bussanich, Francesca DeMarco, Arlene Desposito, Tommy Fitzpatrick, Trevor Giesberg, Jennifer Hartmann, Brad Jones, Joachim Jung, Lina Klarin, Vivienne
Knopp, Ivy LaRegina, Jessica Livingstone, Kathy McGrath,
Flossie O’Sullivan, James Ranazzo, Patrick Randazzo,
Carol Schmidt, Bro. Kevin Smith, Barbara Toeppe, Ivan
Tarabokia, Rose Ann Tripaldi, Eric Vanderleif and Bryce
Werner
“A time to mourn”
Deceased of the Parish: Abigail Mayer
“A time for war and a time for peace”
Tyler Aiello, Ryan Brady, Lcpl. Joseph Ryan and Seamus
Ryan
Amen.

Waterfront Nursing Home Resident
Christmas Gifts
In the spirit of Christmas, we are once
again asking our parishioners to purchase
a holiday gift for a resident who lives in
this facility. If you have taken a tag please return the
wrapped gift with the name tag attached along with the
contents of the gift no later than this weekend to
McCarthy Center. If you have any questions please contact Deacon Stan at (201) 391-5013.

The Sanctuary Lamp will burn before the Blessed
Sacrament for the month of December
In memory of
Michael Pisano
Requested the Pisano Family

Today is Gaudete Sunday – Rejoicing Sunday, we light the pink candle on the Advent
Wreath as we rejoice in the Lord’s coming.
From His promise of Savior to Adam and
Eve, God never abandoned His people.
Through signs and symbols, sacred omens
and oracles, God gave hope and direction to
His people through the prophets. Many
prophets had a difficult job of calling the
people from their sinful ways to God’s way – from the
road to death to the way of salvation. God now entrusts
that duty to the Church: through its sacraments and
preaching, God calls us from sin to salvation, from death
to life.

Stewardship of Treasure
My Parish, My Family, My Responsibility
“Have no anxiety at all, but in everything, by
prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, make your
requests known to God.” (Philippians 4:6)
St. Paul reminds us that our God is an abundant God,
the ultimate giver of gifts. He promises to give us all
that we need. When we trust that God will take care of
us, it is easier for us to share what we have been given.
Receipts From Last Week…………………$5,904.00
Immaculate Conception…………………..$ 853.00
Christmas Flower to Date………………....$1,365.00
Utilities……………………………………..$ 15.00
!
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Support a Child Separated from their Parents
Each year, nearly 500 abused and neglected children in
Bergen County wake up in unfamiliar homes, separated
from their parents and everything they have grown up
with in their short lives. The trauma these children experience is exacerbated when they are placed in unfamiliar homes with different food, clothes, toys and even
schools. They are ripped from their customary worlds
and have to learn to accept a new sense of what is normal. These children need consistency. They need
someone to look out for them. They need you.
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SAINT JOHN’S
ACADEMY NEWS
Happy Third Week of Advent!
The SJA Community is experiencing an
amazing Advent season! Our students collected food for
needy families, designed Christmas cards and performed
good deeds for others, went shopping at our Santa
Shoppe, celebrated Reconciliation, worshipped together
at Mass, attended a special prayer service, performed at
Barnes and Noble and are in the final preparations for
our Christmas Concert this Wednesday! We are almost
ready to say:
“HAPPY BIRTHDAY JESUS!”

Bergen County CASA (Court Appointed Special Advocates) is looking for compassionate, dedicated adults to
represent foster children in Family Court. Bergen
County CASA trains and supports community volunteers to advocate for the best interests of foster children. To learn more, please visit our website
www.bergencasa.org and RSVP for one of our information sessions. Alternatively, call Lauren at (201) 3367520 or email her at lauren@bergencasa.org

15th Annual Baptism
Reunion Mass
Sunday, January 13, 2019
10:30 am Family Liturgy
We invite all families of children baptized
at our parish during the past year to attend! Please call Judi in the Parish Office at (201) 3912826 or at judiolmc@yahoo.com if you have any questions. There will be a reception after Mass in McCarthy
Center. All parishioners welcome!

Make a Difference in the Life of a Child.
Become a CASA Volunteer!

50th Anniversary Christmas
Cards for Sale
We have 50th Anniversary
Christmas Cards left over
from last year so we will be
selling them starting this
weekend after all Masses. They all have a painting of
the church on the front and a message on the inside
and a beautiful white envelope with gold foil on the
inside flap ready for you to send to friends and relatives. We are selling them for $10 a pack of 20
cards. Stop by the lobby on your way out of Mass
and pick up a package!

Sr. Frances Schier Memorial Library, Check out the
Selection of the Month on the stage. Pick up some
selections on Our Lady of Fatima! Choose from classics
or spiritual reading and borrow a book from the Sister
Frances Memorial Library. Come, browse and sign out a
book at your convenience. Please return all borrowed
books when finished. Thank you!
Book Club Our next selection is The Poisonwood Bible by
Barbara Kingsolver. We will discuss this book and make
the next selection at the next meeting, Thursday, January 10 at 11 am. All are welcome!

The Advent Deanery Penance Service will be held at Our Lady of
Mercy Parish in Park Ridge on
Monday, December 17, 2018 at
7:00 pm. All are welcome!
!

Thank You to All Soup Kitchen Volunteers. Thank
you to all who baked, made casseroles and served at St.
John’s. Dates for 2019: March 2, June 1, September 7
and December 7th. “For I was hungry, and you gave Me something to eat; I was thirsty, and you gave Me something to drink; I
was a stranger, and you invited Me in;” Matt 25:35
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QUESTION of the Week? Enter by e-mail to win a
Gift card to DAIRY QUEEN!
This week’s question: Children can receive their first
communion at the age of reason, which is ___ years old.
Last week’s answer was Our Lady of Guadalupe is the
Patroness of the Americas whose feast day is celebrated
December 12th and who left her image on a tilma worn
by Juan Diego. Congratulations to Gabby Ruocco,
Gr. 3! To enter this week’s raffle, submit your answer
along with your name and address by email to faithformationolmc@gmail.com. All correct answers will be
entered in a raffle for a gift card to Dairy Queen.

Faith Formation Calendar
Prayer of the Month: Apostle’s Creed
Sun, Dec 16
4:30 pm Youth JAM Grades 7 & 8
Wed, Dec 19
3:45 pm-5:00 pm Class for Faith
Formation Grades K-6, Advent
Reconciliation Gr. 3-6 and LOF
Prayer of the Month: Guardian Angel Prayer
Wed, Jan 2
3:45 pm-5:00 pm Class for Faith
Formation Grades K-6, Epiphany
Wed, Jan 9
3:45 pm-5:00 pm Class for Faith
Formation Grades K-6, St. Adrian of
Canterbury
Sun, Jan 13
4:30 pm Youth JAM Grades 7 & 8
Wed, Jan 16
3:45 pm-5:00 pm Class for Faith
Formation Grades K-6, St. BernardThe Memorare
Wed, Jan 23
3:45 pm-5:00 pm Class for Faith
Formation Grades K-6, St Marianne
Cope
Wed, Jan 30
3:45 pm-5:00 pm Class for Faith
Formation Grades K-6, St. John Bosco

Travelling Prayer Cross
Our Traveling Prayer Cross is available to take home for
a week! God bless the Fucilli Family who hosted the
Cross this week. You can foster family prayer and pray
for one another as a family. This is available to all families in the parish. Please consider reserving the Cross for
your family by e-mail: faithformationolmc@gmail.com.
Travelling Chalice-Pray for Vocations
We encourage all to pray for vocations. Fr. Sean has donated a chalice to take home to pray for Vocations this
week. God bless the Kaim Family who hosted the Chalice this week. Please use this opportunity to foster family prayer and pray for vocations. You are welcome to
reserve hosting the chalice for your family by e-mail:
faithformationolmc@gmail.com.

How Are Your Advent Preparations?
Among all the cookies exchanges, gift decisions, wrapping and decorating, is there any time left for prayer?
What is bedtime like at your house? What a wonderful
time this can be to pause and pray. It will bring a more
peaceful night and you’ll know you’re doing something
special for the Christ Child! Another way is the Advent
Wreath at the kitchen table. When you sit down to dinner say the St. Andrew Novena Prayer each night:
“Hail and blessed be the hour and moment in which the Son of
God was born of the most pure Virgin Mary, at midnight, in
Bethlehem, in piercing cold. In that hour vouchsafe, I beseech Thee,
O my God, to hear my prayers and grant my desires through the
merits of Our Savior Jesus Christ, and of His blessed Mother.
Amen.” Another wonderful tradition is to set up the
crèche (hiding Baby Jesus) and prepare the manger with
a piece of straw (paper or curly ribbon) for each good
deed done during the day, making a soft bed for the
Christ Child.
Pope Francis Says: “Advent is a time to recognize the emptiness needs to be filled in our lives, a
time to smooth the rough edges of pride, and to make
room for Jesus who comes.” December 9, 2018
!

Liturgy of the Word for Children
Thanks you to Judy, Lisa, Carmen! Please consider
this ministry! A sign-up sheet for specific dates is
posted in McCarthy Center for 2018-19. We need parent/youth volunteers! You will only need to teach about
15 minutes and experience is not required. If you are
interested in engaging with the children of the parish in
this very meaningful way, a few times this coming
school year, please e-mail or see the sign-up sheet.
Thank you to our parishioners who have helped make
this ministry a success this past year. Please contact Pat
Keenaghan at faithformationolmc@gmail.com. Volunteers over 18 must be compliant with the Archdiocese
of Newark’s Safe Environment Policy.
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Christmas Colors
The liturgical color for Christmas is white, often
trimmed in silver and gold, but the ‘secular’ colors for
Christmas are red, white and green. Some say that this is
because of how the red and green poinsettia plant and
holly of wintertime contrast with the white snow. (Is St.
Valentine’s Day red, and St. Patrick’s Day green, so
stores can get rid of all their green and red stuff?) Red
symbolizes love (the heart) and reflects our warmth
(fire) and love for each other. It is also the color that is
considered the greatest excitement. As a religious symbol it stands for fire, blood, and charity. Red vestments
are worn twice during the octave of Christmas: 12/26,
the feast of the first martyr, St. Stephen, and 12/28, the
Feast of the Holy Innocents, martyrs. Green symbolizes hope, the eternal longing for spring, and all the
promises of the future. Green is the symbol for nature,
youth, and the hope of eternal life. Since Christmas is a
feast of hope, with a newborn child as its central symbol, green plants like holly, pine trees, ivy, and mistletoe
are all closely associated with Christmas. White stands
for purity and are represented by the crystalline form of
water and the snowflake. White is the religious symbol
which stands for light, purity, joy and glory. White is
seen in the robes of Christmas angels and the clergy, in
Santa’s beard, in Christmas snow and snowflakes.

Toddler’s Mass
A reminder, we have begun a ‘Toddler’s Mass’ on the
first Saturday of every month. All families with babies
and small children are welcome and encouraged to
come. This Mass is specifically geared at young children. Our next Mass will be Saturday, January 5th at
4:00pm. We hope to see you here.

Christmas Customs
Poinsettias are native to southern Mexico, Central
America, Africa, and even in the wild in Hawaii and
Puerto Rico. They are named after Joel Roberts Poinsett, the first US ambassador to Mexico. As a statesman
and a botanist, he introduced the American elm to Mexico – and brought the beautiful Mexican shrub with
large red flowers he found growing on the roadside to
the USA in the 1820’s. Although South Carolina was
their first ‘home,’ they were first sold in Pennsylvania;
currently the leading producer of poinsettias is the State
of California. Ancient Mayan Indians believed poinsettias were powerful creatures from another world. A legend with many variations tells how they became a
Christmas flower. In each version a poor child - who
could not afford a gift to offer to Christ on Christmas
Eve - picked weeds from the roadside; the child had
been told that any humble gift, given in love, would be
acceptable to God. Once inside the church the weeds
bloomed into red and green flowers, which many proclaimed a Christmas miracle! From that day on, the
bright red flowers were known as the “Flores de Noche
Buena” or “Flowers of the Holy Night”- for they always
bloom during Christmas.
!

THIS SPACE IS

Marie DiTommaso-Ruppel
Realtor®

THIS SPACE IS

201-497-3997

This Space
is Available
Proudly serving
the community
since 1986

28 Year Parishioner / Staff Member

201-396-2947
mdpiano27@msn.com
Let Me Lead You To Your Yellow Brick Road

Tree Care & Much More!
TIM’S BARBER SHOP

201-573-9209

426 Hillsdale Ave.
Hillsdale, NJ | 07642

www.downestreeservice.com

Contact Servaas Verbiest to place an ad today!
sverbiest@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6630

The Ridge
Diner • Restaurant

Where Friends Meet
Morning, Noon or Night
125 KINDERKAMACK RD
PARK RIDGE, NJ 07656

201.391.4242
CATERING FOR ALL OCCASIONS
14 Park Ave. • Park Ridge, NJ
(201) 391-4333 • Fax (201) 573-8878
www.MarcsDeli.com
OPEN 7 DAYS
Hrs: M-Sat 5am-9pm • Sun 10am-9pm

WE DELIVER
IRISH PUB & RESTAURANT

201.391.9356
Private Parties Catered
Serving Lunch & Dinner Seven Days a Week
Voted Bergen County’s Best Sports Bar
Kinderkamack Rd. & Grand Avenue / Montvale, NJ

201-343-6680 • FAX: 201-343-8078

www.daveyspub.com

www.Losurdofoods.com

Davey Family / Since 1974

Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com

Our Lady Mother of the Church, Woodcliff Lake, NJ

03-1048

BECKER
FUNERAL HOME
219 Kinderkamack Road • Westwood, NJ 07675

201-664-0292
Martin O. Seitz

Jennifer Tapia

Thomas G. Polito

Manager
NJ Lic. No. 3889

Advanced Planning Director
NJ Lic. No. 4821

Director
NJ Lic. No. 4268

TERMITE, CARPENTER ANT,
MICE, FLEA &
BEE SPECIALIST

Jerry Lubrano
Parishioner – Over 40 Years!
Same Ownership Since 1974

201-666-5000
Real Estate –
Termite Inspection
& Certification

50 Chestnut St., Emerson, NJ • 201-262-3333

Nellie’s Place

9 Franklin Turnpike, Waldwick, NJ

Thin Crust & Gluten Free Pizza • “All You Can Eat” Salad Bar
One-of-a-kind Elkin Wings

FULL SERVICE BAR
Offering 13 Beers on Tap, 6 Flat Screen Televisions

Appetizers • Salads • Burgers
Sandwiches • Steaks • Seafood
New Menu Items • Including Gluten Free
Reservations accepted for 6 or more: 201.652.8626 - www.nelliesplacenj.com

Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com

Come and be an
‘Ironman for a Day’!
Spend a day walking in the
shoes of a DBP student
Register at
www.donboscoprep.org
Together, We are Bosco!
492 N Franklin Tpk., Ramsey NJ 201-327-8003

Our Lady Mother of the Church, Woodcliff Lake, NJ

03-1048

