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Our Lady Mother of the Church 

209 Woodcliff  Avenue ~ Woodcliff  Lake, NJ 07677 ~ www.motherofthechurch.org 

FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT ~ MARCH 29, 2020 

Mission Statement:  Called by our baptism and nourished by the Eucharist, the parishioners of Our Lady 

Mother of the Church, acknowledge our mission to teach, share and live the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  Inspired by 

the Holy Spirit, we create a welcoming environment, enthusiastically gather and worship to praise God, and strive 

to imitate the life of Jesus as we reach out beyond our own faith community. 

Dear Parishioners, 

 

With such challenging times upon us, and the im-

pact that social distancing has not only had on our 

personal lives, but spiritual lives, planning ahead for 

Palm Sunday, is necessary for our Parish Family.  

 

This year Palm Sunday is on Sunday, April 5th. 

 

Palm Sunday commemorates the entrance of Jesus 

into Jerusalem (Matthew 21:1-9), when palm 

branches were placed in his path, before his arrest 

on Holy Thursday and his crucifixion on Good Fri-

day. It thus marks the beginning of Holy Week, the 

final week of Lent. 

 

Our plan is to live stream the 5:30 p.m. Mass on Sat-

urday, April 4th and the 8:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 

Palm Sunday Masses on Sunday, April 5th on the 

Parish Facebook page - www.Facebook.com/

wclolmc 

 

We know how important it is for our parishioners to 

take home a branch of blessed Palm.  In order to 

accommodate this, palm branches will be distrib-

uted by Fr. Sean after the 10:30 Mass on April 5 in 

the parking lot of Our Lady Mother of the Church. 

 

For those of you that would like to share your gener-

osity with Our Lady Mother of The Church, we will 

accept your Palm Sunday contribution in the park-

ing lot when you receive your Palm Branch.  Your 

continued support is greatly appreciated!!!�
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Saturday  March 28 

5:30 pm  Mary Massa 

Sunday March 29 

 Fifth Sunday of Lent 

8:30 am Mary Bonsignore 

10:30 am Robert Malone 

6:00 pm Carmela Bussanich 

Monday  March 30 

8:30 am  Melitta Kimmich 

Tuesday  March 31 

8:30 am John Trombetta 

Wednesday   April 1 

8:30 am  April Fools’ Day 

   John Trombetta 

Thursday April 2 

8:30 am  St. Francis of Paola 

   Rosemarie DiNapoli 

Friday   April 3 

   Day of Abstinence 

8:30 am  Peter R. Lynch 

Saturday  April 4 

5:30 pm  St. Isidore 

   Christine Stroscio 

Sunday April 5 

 Palm Sunday of the Passion of the 

Lord 

8:30 am George Catherwood 

10:30 am Jerry Dubrowski 

6:00 pm People of the Parish 

Fr. Sean Manson………………..……….……….Pastor 

Email: seanolmc@gmail.com  

Fr. Siffredus Rwechungura……...…….....Parochial Vicar 

Mr. Stan Fedison…………………..………...….Deacon  

Mrs. Patricia Keenaghan…………..…Director of Rel. Ed.  

Email: faithformationolmc@gmail.com 

Ms. Deborah DiPiazza…...…….......Faith Formation Aide 

Mr. Domenick Panfile…..………..…….Director of Music  

Ms. Judi Quinn……….………….Administrative Secretary 

Email: judiolmc@yahoo.com 

Mr. Vito Delzotto……..…...….…Parish Council President  

Rev. Msgr. Cajetan Salemi………..…......Pastor Emeritus 

 

Mass Schedule    

Monday-Friday 8:30am 

Saturday  5:30pm &  

8:00 pm (in classroom) 

Sunday 8:30am, 10:30am & 6:00 pm  

Holy Days: See bulletin for schedule of Masses. 

 

Parish Office: 

Monday - Wednesday 9:00am - 4:00pm  

Thursday and Friday 9:00am - 2:00pm 

Phone: 201-391-2826  

 

Parish Email 

info@motherofthechurch.org  

 

Faith Formation Office 

Phone: 201-391-7400 

Monday 10:00 am - 1:00 pm 

Wednesday 12:00 pm - 3:00 pm 

faithformationolmc@gmail.com  
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR PARISH 

DONATE ONLINEOR BY MAIL 

 

DURING THIS TIME WHEN WE HAVE NO 

REGULAR COLLECTION WE APPRECIATE 

YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS 

 

You can send your weekly offering or make a donation 

here: rcan.org/parishsupport 

 

�� Hit the Contribute button 

�� Select Team Our Lady Mother of the Church 

Woodcliff Lake 

�� Put in a donation amount 

�� Hit continue and select how you would like to pay. 

�� So simple! 

�� Thank you in advance for your support! 

 

Later in the week we will have Parish Giving set up. 

Look for the DONATE BUTTON on our parish 

website and FB page! 
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“Poor Lazarus” 

 

A family I know regularly prayed together on Sundays.  They would sit 

around the dining room table, and read the Gospel of that day, and then 

comment on it, and share their experiences. 

 

This particular day Frank, a NYC Firefighter, the husband of Jean, and 

the father of their ten children sat around the table with them, read the 

Gospel we hear in Mass today, the resurrection of Lazarus. 

 

After reading the passage, with all the eyes of the kids upon him, Frank 

said these words, “Poor Lazarus.”  Lazarus had already died, and was on 

his way to heaven when he had to come back here!  The grief and tears of Lazarus’ sisters, family and neighbors 

moved Jesus himself to pity, and he raised Lazarus back from the tomb.  I’m sure his sisters were ecstatic, but Frank 

wasn’t too sure how Lazarus felt about it. 

 

It wasn’t till some years later, after Frank himself had died in the Twin towers on 9/11, that his words really hit 

home and made sense to his family.  After Jean lost her husband, and the ten children their father, they were 

wracked with grief.  That is until they sat down one Sunday to pray.   

 

For many months after Frank’s death they were unable to pray.  Jean would sit down at the table with the kids, see 

Frank’s empty chair, and collapse in a ball of tears.  But this particular Sunday she gave it another go, and read the 

Gospel of the day, which happened to be the resurrection of Lazarus.   After reading it to the children, her husband 

Frank’s words came back to her. “Poor Lazarus.”  Her grief was lifted, and the family turned a corner.  They had 

been missing their Dad, wishing he were still here, crying that he was no longer with them, but here was this Gospel 

staring them in the face, and Franks words were in their ears. 

 

Sure, Jesus raised him from the dead, brought him back, but Lazarus would one day have to face death again.  Why 

would you want someone to come back if they were already in heaven?  If we love someone, we want the best for 

them, not what’s best for us.  What’s better than being in heaven?  Jean understood, and so did the children. 

 

A social worker who had been assigned to work with the family after 9/11 noticed a dramatic change, and asked 

Jean if they were doing anything different.  “We began to pray again” was Jeans reply.  The social worker was so im-

pressed with the change in attitude of the kids, that she asked Jean if she could teach other grieving families from 

9/11 how to pray. 

 

The raising of Lazarus prefigures Jesus’ own death and Resurrection.  Our faith, our Christianity, our Catholicism, is 

based on an event:  Christ was crucified and is Risen.    Death is swallowed up in victory!  O death where is your vic-

tory!  There is no grief, no heartache, no loss, no suffering, no anguish which is unaffected by his Resurrection 

 

The Resurrection of Christ is not celebrated as a memorial or a thing of the past, but as something that is present 

and happening today among us.   

 

May we draw strength from today’s Gospel, as we experience the pandemic.  Christ Risen is with each of us.  The 

love of God never fails.  Out of Death he brings Life.  Out of suffering he brings Truth. 

 

Do not be afraid. 
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For everything there is a season and a time for 

every purpose under heaven.” 

Ecclesiastes 3:11 

 

“A time to be healed” 

Parish sick list: Marie Barrett, Mary Beirne, Francesca 

DeMarco, Arlene Desposito, Carol Franco, Trevor Giesberg, 

Tom Harrington, Jennifer Hartmann, Brad Jones, Joachim 

Jung, Vivienne Knopp, Ivy LaRegina, Genna Lepore, Robert 

Libonati, Jessica Livingstone, Nat Lucarello, Kevin Murphy, 

Kathy Pontillo, Terry Racanelli, James Ranazzo, Carol 

Schmidt, Bro. Kevin Smith, Bob Staab, Ivan Tarabokia, 

Eric Vanderleif and Bryce Werner 

 

“A time to mourn” 

Deceased of the Parish:  Rev. John Giuseppe Beradelli 

 

“A time for war and a time for peace” 

Tyler Aiello, Ryan Brady, Lcpl. Joseph Ryan and Seamus 

Ryan 

Amen. 
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The Sanctuary Lamp will burn before the Blessed  

Sacrament for the month of March 

In memory of 

 

Francesca Calabro 

 

Requested by the Dell’Aquila Family 

The Annual Appeal directly sup-

ports various ministries and pro-

grams through the Archdiocese of 

Newark, such as our evangeliza-

tion efforts, Catholic education, 

Catholic Charities, youth and 

young adult ministry, and many 

other ministries. Your participation in this cam-

paign is vitally important. Pledge envelopes are in 

the pews for you to fill out and send in your dona-

tion. You can just put it in the collection basket at 

Mass or bring it to Judi in the parish office. If you 

have already made a contribution, thank you for 

your generous gift. Thank you to all who supported 

last year’s campaign. Let’s see if we can go over this 

year’s goal of $37,730. 

Hello Everyone, 

 

Hope all is well with you and your families during this 

difficult time. 

 

Our top priority is to keep our Parishioners safe and to 

help them navigate some sense of normalcy, if possible, 

during this very challenging time. 

 

We have accumulated a list of volunteers that are able 

and willing to provide assistance to people that are shut 

in or faced with health issues that prevent them from 

going to a grocery store or running an errand.  They 

really want to help!!! 

 

Do you know anyone that needs help?  Is there a 

neighbor or fellow parishioner that you know that would 

appreciate extra assistance? Does someone you know 

need groceries or a home cooked meal? Is there some-

one in your community that may not have a family mem-

ber that lives local that would like a phone call or just a 

friendly voice to make the day go faster? 

 

If the answer to any of these questions is YES, please 

email Marie Ruppel at mdpiano27@msn.com or call or 

text her at (201) 396-2947 

 

We are hoping to make a small difference during this 

time and to be an example of what the season of Lent 

means and reflect the light of Jesus. 

 

Many Blessings!! 

The Tri Boro Food Pantry is still 

open and trying to help the com-

munity to the best of their ability. 

Limitations at grocery stores are 

making it very difficult for them 

to stock their shelves. Many peo-

ple have asked if they can still 

make donations. The food pantry 

is accepting and in need! Donations can be dropped di-

rectly at the pantry. And also, at Our Lady Mother of 

the Church in the lobby. Questions can be directed to 

the pantry at (201) 573-9083. They are grateful for all 

non-perishable donations and are packing bags full of 

necessities. The pantry is very low on canned fruit, 

canned tuna, macaroni and cheese, all pasta, oatmeal, 

pancake mix, dried legumes in a bag, peanut butter, jelly, 

meal in a can like chef Boyardee.  Thank you for your 

generosity and support! 
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Faith Formation News 

 

Calendar: Due to the current health crisis we have 

suspended classes on Wednesday afternoons. 

Weekly lessons will be sent home via email on Mon-

days. Parents are encouraged to pick up textbooks 

from the stage behind the curtain on the green ta-

ble. (Use the steps on the left behind the door.) We 

will share a new calendar when school resumes. 

 

Registration for 2020-2021 will be sent out when we 

know dates. 

 

Prayer of the Month:  Stations of the Cross 

The Stations of the Cross are a Catholic custom of Lent 

that commemorates the Passion of Jesus on Good Fri-

day. You can pray them alone or together. A digital ver-

sion is Loyola Press Multimedia Stations of the Cross 

for Children  http://www.loyolapress.com/multimedia-

stations-of-the-cross-forchildren.htm 

 

Sacrament of  the Month:  Holy Orders 

The Sacraments of  Service are Holy Orders and Matri-

mony, both sacraments give us the graces for our voca-

tion to serve others. Holy Orders ordains men to the 

sacred priesthood. This sacrament is for those who want 

to become deacons, priests and bishops. Jesus ordained 

the apostles as the first priests at the Last Supper. 

 

Lighting Our Faith Students 

We are now planning for Lighting Our Faith (LOF) 

religious education summer program. Tentative 

dates June 22 – July 2. LOF is a two-week religious 

education for grades 3 – 6 from 7:55 AM to 12:35 PM 

covering the full Faith Formation curriculum. Students 

enrolled in this program are required to each session and 

four additional events during the year. We need volun-

teer catechists and assistants! Would you like to be a 

catechist, recreation aide, art coordinator, music assistant 

or babysitter? Please consider this exciting opportunity 

to see FAITH ALIVE and GROWING in our parish. 

Students from Junior High and High School are encour-

aged to volunteer. It is a fun way to complete Service 

Hours for Confirmation Candidates. * Volunteers must 

be in 7th Grade or higher. A background check is re-

quired for all volunteers 18 years old and older. Contact 

Pat Keenaghan at faithformationolmc@gmail.com  

 

Question of the Week? Enter by e-mail to win a 

Gift card to Dairy Queen!  

This week’s question: When did Jesus institute the 

Sacrament of Holy Orders and Eucharist? Prior 

week’s answer:  Holy Orders is the sacrament that gives 

the graces to be a deacon, priest or bishop. To enter this 

week’s raffle, submit your answer along with your name 

and address by email to faithformationolmc@gmail.com 

by 3pm on Wednesday. All correct answers will be 

entered in a raffle for a gift card to Dairy Queen.  

 

Travelling Prayer Cross 

Our Traveling Prayer Cross is available to take 

home for a week! Thank you to the Sabol Family 

who took the Cross home. You can foster family 

prayer and pray for one another as a family. This is 

available to all families in the parish. Please consider 

reserving the Cross for your family by e-mail: faith-

formationolmc@gmail.com.  

 

Travelling Chalice-Pray for Vocations! 

We encourage all to pray for vocations. Fr. Sean has 

donated a chalice to take home to pray for Voca-

tions this week. Thank you to the Sorrentini 

Family who took the chalice home. Please use 

this opportunity to foster family prayer and pray for 

vocations. You are welcome to reserve hosting the 

chalice for your family by e-mail:� faithforma-

tionolmc@gmail.com. 

 

Pope Francis says: “Today Jesus speaks 

those same words to you: ‘Take heart, I am here 

with you, allow me to enter and your life will 

change!" March 23, 2020. 
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Communion Dresses/Suits Needed 

The First Communion Day of our child is a very 

special occasion - a day to be celebrated and al-

ways remembered!  Please help to make another 

child's First Communion Day one that will be cherished 

by donating any Communion dresses, suits, head pieces 

or shoes.  Please bring all articles, clean, on hangers, and 

covered in plastic, to St. John the Baptist 

Church Parish Center by April 1st or call 

Kathy at 201-666-4185.  Monetary donations 

will also be accepted.  If you or anyone that you 

know may need an outfit, please contact Kathy. 
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Pascack Meals on Wheels  

Drivers are needed in the Westwood area to deliver 

meals to seniors and people with disabilities.  Volunteers 

are assigned for one weekday a month and deliveries are 

made between 10 am and noon.   Please consider join-

ing 8 OLMC parishioners who are currently MOW vol-

unteers.  Call the Pascack Valley MOW office at (201) 

358-0050, Pat Hourigan at (201) 391-9269 or John Frey 

at (201) 391-1460 for more information. 

Cardinal Tobin Suspends all Public Celebrations of 

Mass Indefinitely due to Coronavirus Pandemic: 

Churches Remain Open for Private Prayer, Funer-

als, Baptisms, and Weddings Limited to 10 Family 

Members 

 

Cardinal Joseph W. Tobin, C.Ss.R, Archbishop of New-

ark, announced that all public celebrations of daily and 

Sunday Mass will be suspended until further notice, This 

difficult decision is an extension of the Archdiocese’s 

recent announcement, in which Cardinal Tobin dis-

pensed the faithful of the Archdiocese from the obliga-

tion to attend Sunday Mass until further notice.  

 

“This decision comes after exhaustive discussion and 

with an especially heavy heart,” said Cardinal Tobin. “It 

is critical that all comply with this directive to protect the 

health of all throughout the archdiocese and beyond. 

Please be assured of my continued prayers for you and 

for the communities we serve.  

 

Under Cardinal Tobin’s directive, all public celebrations 

of the Sacraments and other public forms of worship are 

also suspended until further notice. This includes, but is 

not limited to, previously scheduled Confirmations, cele-

brations of First Communion, penitential services, Com-

munion services, and Liturgies of the Word.  

 

The following exceptions are permitted:  

 

Baptisms, funerals, and previously scheduled weddings 

are permitted; however, attendance must be limited to a 

maximum of 10 participants, including the celebrant. 

The celebrant should consider carefully with the next of 

kin or wedding couple who will attend. Celebrants also 

should remind families that the same limitations are be-

ing applied across all relevant Archdiocesan institutions, 

including Catholic cemeteries.  

 

The Anointing of the Sick and Reconciliation will remain 

available, as needed.  

 

Parishes are encouraged to expose the Blessed Sacra-

ment and remain open for private prayer for the faithful.  

 

While public Masses are suspended, celebrations of Mass 

will continue online. Fr. Sean will be doing daily 8:30 am 

Masses, 5:30 Mass on Saturday and Sunday Masses at 

8:30 am and 10:30 am on his Facebook Page.  

 

For the most up-to-date information and latest Archdi-

ocesan news, please continue to visit the Archdiocese of 

Newark’s website and COVID-19 resource page at 

RCAN.org/covid19 and our social media: 

@NwkArchdiocese. 

Faith Formation Students are working hard at home! 

Thank you Avery, Grade 2, for a beautiful picture of 

Saint Joseph and the Child Jesus! 



 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com Our Lady Mother of the Church, Woodcliff Lake, NJ 03-1048

The Ridge
Diner • Restaurant

Where Friends Meet
Morning, Noon or Night

125 KINDERKAMACK RD
PARK RIDGE, NJ 07656

201.391.4242

CATERING FOR ALL OCCASIONS
14 Park Ave. • Park Ridge, NJ

(201) 391-4333 • Fax (201) 573-8878
www.MarcsDeli.com

OPEN 7 DAYS
Hrs: M-Sat 5am-9pm • Sun 10am-9pm

WE DELIVER

Tree Care & Much More!

201-573-9209
www.downestreeservice.com

Proudly serving 
the community 

since 1986

201-343-6680 • FAX: 201-343-8078
www.Losurdofoods.com

IRISH PUB & RESTAURANT

201.391.9356
Private Parties Catered

Serving Lunch & Dinner Seven Days a Week
Voted Bergen County’s Best Sports Bar

Kinderkamack Rd. & Grand Avenue / Montvale, NJ
www.daveyspub.com
Davey Family / Since 1974

We know how to teach
your child math

184 Kinderkamack Rd. • Park Ridge
(next to Dunkin Donuts)

 201.746.9233
 parkridgenj@mathnasium.com

Daily Lunch $10-$14 Monday - Friday
(Includes Soup of the Day and Salad)

Private Party Room for All Occasions
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

201-746-6669 | www.bellissimonj.com
bellissimonj@gmail.com

Happily 

Begins HereEver After

   

BEST GLUTEN FREE, MEDITERRANEAN, HEALTHY,
ARTISAN COCKTAILS, ORGANIC WINES

A Beautiful Bride,
Chic Décor & Delicious Cuisine!
SMALL WEDDINGS |  SHOWERS, BIRTHDAYS,

COMMUNIONS | CORPORATE EVENTS
Elegant Private Dining 10-100 guests

Lunch | Brunch | Dinner | Happy Hour
Closed Monday’s

284 C E N T E R AV E,  W E S T W O O D, N J
201.722.8600 | www.bibizlounge.com
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219 Kinderkamack Road • Westwood, NJ 07675
201-664-0292

 Martin O. Seitz Jennifer Tapia Thomas G. Polito
 Manager Advanced Planning Director Director
 NJ Lic. No. 3889 NJ Lic. No. 4821 NJ Lic. No. 4268

BECKER
FUNERAL HOME

Nellie’s Place    9 Franklin Turnpike, Waldwick, NJ
 Thin Crust & Gluten Free Pizza • “All You Can Eat” Salad Bar 
 One-of-a-kind Elkin Wings

 FULL SERVICE BAR
 Offering 13 Beers on Tap, 6 Flat Screen Televisions

 Appetizers • Salads • Burgers 
 Sandwiches • Steaks • Seafood
 New Menu Items • Including Gluten Free
 Reservations accepted for 6 or more: 201.652.8626  - www.nelliesplacenj.com

Contact Jim Marcinkiewicz to place an ad today! 
jmarcinkiewicz@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6417


