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Our Lady Mother of the Church 

209 Woodcliff  Avenue ~ Woodcliff  Lake, NJ 07677 ~ www.motherofthechurch.org 

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT ~ NOVEMBER 29, 2020 

Mission Statement:  Called by our baptism and nourished by the Eucharist, the parishioners of Our Lady 

Mother of the Church, acknowledge our mission to teach, share and live the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  Inspired by 

the Holy Spirit, we create a welcoming environment, enthusiastically gather and worship to praise God, and strive 

to imitate the life of Jesus as we reach out beyond our own faith community. 

Fr. Sean Manson………………..……….……….Pastor 

Email: seanolmc@gmail.com  

Fr. Siffredus Rwechungura……...…….....Parochial Vicar 

Mr. Stan Fedison…………………..………...….Deacon  

Mrs. Patricia Keenaghan…………..…Director of Rel. Ed.  

Email: faithformationolmc@gmail.com 

Ms. Deborah DiPiazza…...…….......Faith Formation Aide 

Mr. Domenick Panfile…..………..…….Director of Music  

Ms. Judi Quinn……….………….Administrative Secretary 

Email: judiolmc@yahoo.com 

Mr. Vito Delzotto……..…...….…Parish Council President  

Rev. Msgr. Cajetan Salemi………..….......Pastor Emeritus 

 

Mass Schedule    

Monday-Friday 8:30am 

Saturday  5:30pm &  

8:00 pm (in classroom) 

Sunday 8:30am, 10:30am & 6:00 pm 

Holy Days: See bulletin for schedule of Masses. 

 

Parish Office: 

Monday - Wednesday 9:00am - 4:00pm  

Thursday and Friday 9:00am - 2:00pm 

Phone: 201-391-2826  

 

Parish Email 

info@motherofthechurch.org  

 

Faith Formation Office 

Phone: 201-391-7400 

Monday 10:00 am - 1:00 pm 

Wednesday 12:00 pm - 3:00 pm 

faithformationolmc@gmail.com  

Reconciliation 

Saturday 4:30 pm to 

5:00 pm 
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We celebrated Thanksgiving on Thursday; our minds already 

turn to Christmas.  The Town Tree Lighting will be this Fri-

day December 4th at 5:00pm. But before getting ahead of 

ourselves, we are invited to prepare.  For us, this preparation 

begins today, the First Sunday of Advent.  

 

Advent, or ‘adventus’' means arrival or coming.  St. Bernard 

tells us that there are three comings of the Lord.  The third 

lies between the other two.  It is invisible, while the other 

two are visible.   

 

In the First Coming, Christ took our flesh, and was born of the Virgin Mary in Bethlehem.  He dwelt 

among us; his divinity was eclipsed by his humanity.  He came in poverty and weakness; he was not recog-

nized, not accepted. He himself testifies that those who saw him hated him. 

 

The Second Coming will not be like that, for he will come in glory and majesty on the clouds, at the end of 

time, and all will see him, every knee will bend.  This second coming will be experienced by all, both the 

living and the dead:  for the living, either at the moment of death or at the Parousia; and for our departed 

brothers and sisters at the Last Judgment. 

 

Advent has two parts, and we need both of them.  The first is a preparation not for Christmas, but for the 

Second Coming.  'Stay awake', 'keep watch', the Scriptures will tell us.  Did you ever try it?  In the first week 

of Advent, set the alarm for 3:00am, get up, wash your face, and sit down in silence to pray.  You don't 

have to say much, in fact you don't have to say anything at all; just wait in hope for the Lord.   Pray for five, 

ten or fifteen minutes; then go back to bed.  You will probably experience nothing the first night; but on 

the second, or third, or fourth night you will.  The Lord, seeing that you are serious, will stop and ask you, 

‘What do you want me to do for you?”   

 

The second part of Advent -the Novena, from December 17 to the 24- prepares us to celebrate the First 

Coming, Christmas.  Not only as a memory of what happened two thousand years ago, but as an event that 

continues to occur for us now.  

 

The third, the intermediate coming, which St. Bernard referred to, is a hidden one.  Because it lies between 

the other two, it is like a road on which we travel from the First Coming to the Second.  This road is trav-

elled by us every day of our lives.  As we travel the road between the First and the Second Coming, Christ 

comes again, invisibly.  He can only be seen by the elect.   

 

This third coming of Christ occurs in our everyday life, many times in the moments and places we would 

least likely expect it.  Christ comes in our family, at work, at school, when we go to bed and when we rise, 

when we travel abroad and we are at home.  May Advent help us to welcome the coming of the Lord in our 

lives.   
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For everything there is a season and a time for 

every purpose under heaven.” 

Ecclesiastes 3:11 

 

“A time to be healed” 

Parish sick list: Marie Barrett, Mr. & Mrs. Bischoff,  

Francesca DeMarco, Arlene Desposito, Carol Franco, Trevor 

Giesberg, Tom Harrington, Jennifer Hartmann, Kathy Hed-

ley, Brad Jones, Joachim Jung, Vivienne Knopp, Ivy 

LaRegina, Genna Lepore, Rosemary Levin, Robert Libonati, 

Jessica Livingstone, Nat Lucarello, Kevin Murphy, Terry 

Racanelli, James Ranazzo, Carol Schmidt, Bro. Kevin 

Smith, Bob Staab, Ivan Tarabokia, Tom Woodhour, Eric 

Vanderleif and Bryce Werner 

 

“A time to mourn” 

 

“A time for war and a time for peace” 

Tyler Aiello, Ryan Brady, Lcpl. Joseph Ryan and Seamus 

Ryan 

Amen. 
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Saturday  November 28 

5:30 pm  Robert Schmidt, Sr. 

Sunday November 29 

 First Sunday of Advent 

8:30 am Betsy Evans 

10:30 am Mary Tarabocchia 

6:00 pm Betsy Evans 

Monday  November 30 

   St. Andrew 

8:30 am  Virginia M & James T Horris 

Tuesday  December 1 

8:30 am  John Lengel 

Wednesday  December 2 

8:30 am  People of the Parish 

Thursday December 3 

8:30 am St Francis Xavier 

 John Lengel 

Friday   December 4 

8:30 am  St. John Damascene 

   Rosa DiCapua 

Saturday  December 5 

5:30 pm  Joseph Ferrara 

Sunday December 6 

 Second Sunday of Advent 

8:30 am Paul Camella 

10:30 am Robert Ellis 

6:00 pm Vincent Papaleo 

Stewardship of Treasure 

My Parish, My Family, My Responsibility 

“Take heed, watch and pray; for you do not know 

when the time will come.”  - Mark 13:33 

We all take things for granted.  In particular, we take 

time for granted.  We make our lives too busy.  We plan 

our time, our days, weeks, months, even years in ad-

vance.  Remember, our time on earth is a gift.  None of 

us knows how long we will be here.  Start today and 

begin thanking God for each and every day.  Take time 

in silence, every day, and listen to how God is calling 

you right now to help build His kingdom on earth. 

Receipts From 11.15.20……....……….……$2,402.00 

 

 

 

Come visit with Jesus!! 

Wednesdays from 2:00 pm to 4:00 pm 

Silent reflection and prayer in the church 

The Sanctuary Lamp will burn before the Blessed  

Sacrament for the month of November 

In memory of 

 

Molly Offer 

 

Requested by the Offer Family 

The Book of Life containing the names 

and date of death of parishioners and 

immediate family members will again be 

displayed in the sanctuary for the 

month of November. If you would like 

to add a name and date of death of an 

immediate family member, please contact the Parish Of-

fice at (201) 391-2826 or email Judi at ju-

diolmc@yahoo.com and leave the information 

The Bread and Wine will be offered for the 

Weeks of November 22-December 5 

in Memory of 

 

Molly Offer 

 

Requested by The Offer Family 
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Advent 

Winter is a dangerous season for people who live in cold climates. Farm animals often are killed by the bad weather. In 

some places, roads get muddy and become rutted, making travel difficult. Cold weather lowers our resistance to infection, 

most human deaths resulted from bacterial infections.  In times past, some families would run out of food or fuel during 

winter. People had to work closely together to help each other survive. 

 

The coming of winter can be a frightening time because the nights are growing longer.  The Prophet Isaiah used the exam-

ple of falling leaves to speak about our longing for God at this season. “We all fade like a leaf, and our wrongdoings, like 

the wind, take us away. For you have hidden your face from us.” 

 

Advent is a season to name our fears. We struggle with them. With God’s help, we see beyond them. We can do none of 

this alone. Like people who help each other through the winter, we keep Advent together, as a church. That’s the only way 

to make it through safely.  

 

One of our helpmates during Advent is the Blessed Virgin Mary. During Advent we remember the expectation of Mary, 

when she waited for the birth of her child. Through the message of an angel, she heard God’s word and kept it. She was 

filled with the Holy Spirit, and in her body the body of Christ came to be. 

 

Waiting for the birth of a child is a lot like Advent. There is a strange mix of happiness and contentment, along with nerv-

ousness and fear. Advent is a season of waiting. Keeping Advent well is practice for all the other times in our lives when we 

must wait. 

 

For what is the church waiting during Advent? The 25

th

 chapter of the Book of Isaiah tells us one reason: We wait for the 

day when God will remove the veil that separates people and nations form one another. When that happens, we shall see 

things as they really are. 

 

Another of our Advent companions is John the Baptist. He prepared the way for Jesus, He lived in the wilderness, and peo-

ple were so fascinated with him that they went there to hear him speak. John said what they didn’t want to hear: He told 

people what was wrong with them and what was wrong with the nation. Imagine John standing in a shopping mall during 

December: What might he say to us? 

 

Like John’s preaching, the message of Advent can be hard to take. But unless we face it, we are not ready for the coming of 

Christ. 

 

The season of Advent begins on the fourth Sunday before Christmas. At Christmas we will welcome the coming of Christ. 

During Advent we do whatever is necessary to make ready for Christ’s coming. 

 

In preparation for Christmas we invite others to feast with us. We write cards to keep I touch. We clean house. We shop. 

We attend rehearsals. And every so often we take a break so we can remember why we’re doing all this work. Whatever we 

do, we also do it for others. 

 

Advertisers Make the mistake of beginning the Christmas celebration too early. If we imitate them, we can get overloaded. 

That takes the fun (and the point) out of both the preparations and the celebrations. Christmastime begins on December 25 

and lasts for several weeks afterward. There will be plenty of time for parties and concerts and caroling and all the other 

joys of the season. 

 

But for now, it is Advent. Advent has its own joys. Some people gather each evening for prayer. They may light the candles 

of an Advent wreath or open the little doors of an Advent calendar. They might keep the saints’ days in Advent as a way of 

preparing for Christmas. May people get the Christmas tree and lights and other decorations repaired and ready so that on 

Christmas Eve all these wonderful things can be used to welcome the Savior. 

 

In the quiet of Advent, we make ready to hear angel songs. In the darkness we prepare to be dazzled by the star of Bethle-

hem. 
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Faith Formation News 

 

Advent-A New Beginning! 

The First Sunday of Advent is the beginning of the New 

Liturgical Year. It is also the beginning of the Advent 

Season, a time of anticipation and hope; a time of prepa-

ration and prayer. What are some ways to do this? Use a 

faith filled Christ centered Advent calendar, put an Ad-

vent wreath in the center of the kitchen table, pray 

around it each evening as a family. These are different 

times, let us make a difference in our lives these four 

weeks in Advent with prayerful preparation for the birth 

of our Savior Jesus!   

 

Youth JAM & Confirmation Schedules 

Youth JAM will next meet Sunday December 13 

at 4:30 PM and includes the 6 PM Liturgy. Fu-

ture dates: Jan. 10, Feb. 14, Mar. 14, Apr. 11, May 9 

Confirmation class will next meet Sunday, De-

cember 13 and begins at the 10:30 AM Liturgy. 

Future dates: Jan. 17, Feb. 14, Mar. 14, Apr. 11, May 

9 

 

 

Important Dates for Faith Formation 

Dates for In Person Gatherings in Church 

Teaching Mass will be rescheduled. 

Wed. 12/16 3:45 – 5 PM Advent Reconciliation &  

Advent Prayer Service 

Wed. 1/20    3:45 – 5 PM Grade 2 Reconciliation 

Workshop 

 

 

Kid’s Bulletin: Win a Gift Card to Dairy Queen! 

Each week we send out the Kid’s bulletin by email 

which focuses on the Sunday readings with fun activi-

ties. To enter, send the completed bulletin to Faith For-

mation, A drawing for a gift card to Dairy Queen from 

entries submitted.  

Question of the Week 

This week’s question: When is the beginning of the 

Liturgical year? Last week’s answer: St. Martin of 

Tours tore his cloak in half and gave it to a shivering 

beggar. He is a patron saint of the military) Congratula-

tions to Gabe Egbert! To enter this week’s raffle, 

email faithformationolmc@gmail.com by 3pm on 

Wednesday. All correct answers will be entered in a 

raffle for a gift card to Dairy Queen.  

 

Pope Francis says: “Mary kept all these 

things, reflecting on them in her heart: (Lk 2:19) 

Everything that happens to her ends up in her 

heart so that it might pass through the sieve of 

prayer and be transfigured by it.” he Lord’s bless-

ing descends upon us and prayer attains its goal 

when accompanied by service to the poor.” Audi-

ence, Nov 18, 2020 
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Feast of  Saint Andrew 

November 30 

Saint Andrew (First Cen-

tury) was the first of  the 

Twelve to meet Jesus. He 

was one of  the two disci-

ples of  John the Baptist 

who saw John point out 

Jesus and say, “Here is the Lamb of  God” (John 

1:36). Andrew told his brother, Peter, “We have 

found the Messiah” (John 1:41) and brought him 

to Jesus. St. Andrew is venerated as the protoclete, 

or first-called, by the Eastern Churches. Tradi-

tion says that he may have preached in parts of  

Asia Minor and Greece before being crucified 

on an x-shaped cross. The Scots claim Andrew 

as their patron saint, and his cross is on their 

flag. 
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR PARISH 

DONATE ONLINE OR BY MAIL 

 

Thank you for continuing to financially support our par-

ish. Please continue as much as your situation will allow. 

Your continued generosity is such a big help! There are 

different options to do this: 

 

�� Envelopes can be mailed or dropped off in the 

church mailbox, 

�� Online Parish Giving-details on our website. 

�� Online Archdiocesan Go Fund Me-all contributions 

come directly to our parish when you choose Team 

'Our Lady Mother of the Church'. Details are also on 

our website. 

 

 

 

 

 

Children’s Choir 

Our Children's Choir was a great success last year. We 

are most grateful for the opportunity to grow this 

ministry and to work with you and your children. We 

would like to kickoff our season and provide you with 

a brief schedule so we can get started.   

 

We will conduct the rehearsals in person and via 

zoom so you and your child have an option. 

 

These are the Masses you will be singing:  Sunday, De-

cember 6th, at the 10:30 am Mass and Christmas 

Ever, December 24th (prelude at 3:30 pm and Mass at 

4:00 pm). 

 

These are the rehearsals: Sun, December 6 (11:30 am 

after the 10:30 am Mass), Wednesday, December 9 at 

5:00 pm, Sun, December 13 at 11:30 am, Wed, De-

cember 16 at 5:00 pm (same day as FF live class), 

Mon, December 21 at 5:00 pm and/or Wed, Decem-

ber 23 at 5:00 pm. 

 

Blessings and prayers to you and your families. Thank 

you for sharing your beautiful children with us! We 

are blessed. 

 

Musically, 

 

Miss Marie (201) 396-2947 

Miss Lucia 

Calling Bakers and Casserole Makers-Soup Kitchen 

Volunteers  

Please bring your items to the kitchen Wednesday, 

Dec. 2, (the very latest Thursday, Dec. 3 by 8 AM).  

Your generosity makes it possible to add sweetness for 

over 200 clients. God bless you! If  you are interested in 

this ministry please call Pat 201-403-4897 or email pat-

keenaghan@yahoo.com. “For I was hungry, and you gave 

Me something to eat; I was thirsty, and you gave Me something to 

drink; I was a stranger, and you invited Me in;” Matthew 

25:35 

 

Thank You to Ho-Ho-Kus Bakery and Mr. James 

Gentile 

Twice a week Ho-Ho-Kus Bakery donates bread, rolls, 

bagels, muffins, and pastries that we bag for distribution 

for the Tri-Boro Food Pantry. Thank you to Rita Hart-

mann for coordinating this outreach to those with food 

insecurities. 

A Little Humor … Rest in Peace  

One Sunday morning, the pastor noticed little Alex star-

ing up at the large plaque that hung in the foyer of the 

church. The plaque was covered with names, and small 

American flags were mounted on either side of it. The 

seven-year-old had been staring at the plaque for some 

time, so the pastor walked up, stood beside him and 

said quietly, “Good morning, Alex.” Good morning, 

Father,” Alex replied, still focused on the plaque. 

“Father, what is this?” Alex asked. “Well, son, it’s a me-

morial to all the men and women who have died in the 

service.” Soberly, they stood together, staring at the 

large plaque. Little Alex’s voice was barely audible when 

he finally managed to ask, “Which one, the 9:30 or 

12:00?”  
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The RidgeThe Ridge
Diner • Restaurant

Where Friends Meet
Morning, Noon or Night

125 KINDERKAMACK RD
PARK RIDGE, NJ 07656

201.391.4242

CATERING FOR ALL OCCASIONS
14 Park Ave. • Park Ridge, NJ

(201) 391-4333 • Fax (201) 573-8878
www.MarcsDeli.com

OPEN 7 DAYS
Hrs: M-Sat 5am-9pm • Sun 10am-9pm

WE DELIVER

Tree Care & Much More!

201-573-9209
www.downestreeservice.com

Proudly serving 
the community 

since 1986

IRISH PUB & RESTAURANT

201.391.9356
Private Parties Catered

Serving Lunch & Dinner Seven Days a Week
Voted Bergen County’s Best Sports Bar

Kinderkamack Rd. & Grand Avenue / Montvale, NJ
www.daveyspub.com
Davey Family / Since 1974

BEST GLUTEN FREE, MEDITERRANEAN, HEALTHY,
ARTISAN COCKTAILS, ORGANIC WINES

A Beautiful Bride,
Chic Décor & Delicious Cuisine!
SMALL WEDDINGS |  SHOWERS, BIRTHDAYS,

COMMUNIONS | CORPORATE EVENTS
Elegant Private Dining 10-100 guests

Lunch | Brunch | Dinner | Happy Hour
Closed Monday’s

284 C E N T E R AV E,  W E S T W O O D, N J
201.722.8600 | www.bibizlounge.com

201-343-6680
www.Losurdofoods.com
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219 Kinderkamack Road • Westwood, NJ 07675
201-664-0292

 Martin O. Seitz Jennifer Tapia Thomas G. Polito
 Manager Advanced Planning Director Director
 NJ Lic. No. 3889 NJ Lic. No. 4821 NJ Lic. No. 4268

BECKER
FUNERAL HOME

Nellie’s Place    9 Franklin Turnpike, Waldwick, NJ
 Thin Crust & Gluten Free Pizza • “All You Can Eat” Salad Bar 
 One-of-a-kind Elkin Wings

 FULL SERVICE BAR
 Offering 13 Beers on Tap, 6 Flat Screen Televisions

 Appetizers • Salads • Burgers 
 Sandwiches • Steaks • Seafood
 New Menu Items • Including Gluten Free
 Reservations accepted for 6 or more: 201.652.8626  - www.nelliesplacenj.com

Contact Jim Marcinkiewicz to place an ad today! 
jmarcinkiewicz@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6417


