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OUR LADY MOTHER OF THE CHURCH 

209 Woodcliff  Avenue ~ Woodcliff  Lake, NJ 07677 

www.motherofthechurch.org 

FIFTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME ~ JULY 11, 2021 

Our Mission 

Called by our baptism and nourished by the Eucharist, the parishioners of  Our Lady Mother of  the 

Church, acknowledge our mission to teach, share and live the Gospel of  Jesus Christ.  Inspired by the 

Holy Spirit, we create a welcoming environment, enthusiastically gather and worship to praise God, 

and strive to imitate the life of  Jesus as we reach out beyond our own faith community. 

Weekdays 

Monday-Thursday 8:30am 

Fridays During Lent 8:30 am  

and 12:00 pm 

 

Weekends 

Saturday  5:30pm &  

8:00 pm (in classroom) 

Sunday 8:30am, 10:30am & 6:00 pm 

 

Holy Days 

See bulletin for schedule of Masses 

 

Reconciliation 

Saturday 4:30 pm to 5:00 pm 

Parish Directory 

 

Patricia Keenaghan,  

Director of Religious Education 

(201) 391-7400 

faithformationolmc@gmail.com 

 

Deborah DiPiazza,  

Faith Formation Aide 

 

Domenick Panfile, 

Director of Music 

 

Judi Quinn, Administrative Secretary 

(201) 391-2826 

judiolmc@yahoo.com 

 

Vito Delzotto, 

Parish Council President 

Fr. Sean Manson, Pastor 

 

Fr. Siffredus Rwechungura,  

Parochial Vicar 

 

Stan Fedison, Deacon 

__________________________ 

Parish Office Hours 

Monday - Wednesday  

9:00 am - 4:00 pm 

Thursday and Friday 

9:00 am - 2:00 pm 
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“Jesus summoned the twelve and began to send them out two by two, and gave 

them authority over unclean spirits. He instructed them to take nothing for the 

journey but a walking stick – no food, no sack, no money in their belts…”  Mk 

6:7-8 

 

The formation which Jesus gave to his disciples was this: to be sent 

out by him in pairs to announce the Kingdom of Heaven, taking 

nothing for the journey. 

 

The first time I experienced this ‘sending’ was the summer I gradu-

ated college, and attended a vocational meeting in Italy.  On that oc-

casion I was sent to Dublin, with a companion who was from India, 

we went two by two to visit parishes, and as Jesus said, to ‘Announce the Kingdom of Heaven.’ 

 

That experience was fundamental for me to decide to answer the vocational call, and enter the seminary.  I have no 

doubt that I would not be a priest today if it were not for that experience. 

 

A couple of years ago I again had the privilege to participate in mission and to be sent as Jesus sent his disciples.  

This time I was sent to Milwaukee, with two companions, both seminarians.  We went for a week, with a return 

ticket, and nothing else. 

 

It was a breath of fresh air for me.  As a priest, let alone a Pastor, it is easy to settle down and become comfortable 

in parish life: food, clothing, housing... is all a given.  But the experience of being sent out to announce the Gospel, 

and taking nothing for the journey, is a call to sincerity, at least for me.   

 

We arrived in Milwaukee airport at night, and slept on the floor before heading out to walk to the city in the morn-

ing.  Being on the street, no food, no lodging, no security, puts everything in perspective.  

 

One becomes vulnerable, at the mercy of others, but also receptive to be grateful for the small miracles which are 

experienced, but often taken for granted, in normal daily life. 

 

Arriving in Milwaukee that first day, we walked miles and miles, visiting parishes. One priest, who listened politely, 

and then showed us the door.  As night fell, we found some benches in a church parking lot, and decided to sleep 

there.  The neighborhood was very precarious, drug activity was rampant on the streets in that section of the city, 

and prostitutes were on most corners. 

 

As we prepared to spend the night there, some men saw us, and called the priest.  Twenty minutes later a car came 

screeching into the church parking lot, and the priest got out, blazing mad, heading over towards us, demanding to 

know what the heck we were doing there.  We told, and shared our experience.  We asked if we could sleep on his 

benches that night.   

 

His heart softened and he welcomed us into his house, insisting that we stay with him for the duration of our week 

in Milwaukee.  I witnessed many miracles during that week.  My prayer for myself, and for all of us in our parish 

here, is to have a heart that is humble, simple, and where the presence of Christ can be seen in others.  Amen.   
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For everything there is a season and a time for 

every purpose under heaven.” 

Ecclesiastes 3:11 

 

“A time to be healed” 

Parish sick list: Marie Barrett, Mr. & Mrs. Bischoff,  

Francesca DeMarco, Arlene Desposito, Ed Evans, Deacon 

Stan Fedison, Carol Franco, Trevor Giesberg, Tom Harring-

ton, Jennifer Hartmann, Brad Jones, Joachim Jung, Vivienne 

Knopp, Ivy LaRegina, Genna Lepore, Julia Geraghty, Rose-

mary Levin, Robert Libonati, Jessica Livingstone, Nat Lu-

carello, Terry Racanelli, James Ranazzo, Bill Reynaldos, 

Carol Schmidt, Tara Shankman, Bro. Kevin Smith, Bob 

Staab, Tom Woodhour, Eric Vanderleif and Bryce Werner 

 

“A time to mourn” 

 

“A time for war and a time for peace” 

Tyler Aiello, Ryan Brady, Lcpl. Joseph Ryan and Seamus 

Ryan 

Amen. 
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Saturday  July 10 

5:30 pm  James J. LeBeau 

Sunday July 11 

 Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

8:30 am Blanche & Stanislaw Mikolajczyk 

10:30 am Nancy Flower 

Monday  July 12 

8:30 am  Frank Ryan 

Tuesday  July 13 

   St. Henry 

8:30 am  Connie Trombetta 

Wednesday  July 14 

   St. Kateri Tekakwitha 

8:30 am  Danny Turpak 

Thursday July 15 

 St. Bonaventure 

8:30 am People of the Parish 

Friday   July 16 

   Our Lady of Mount Carmel 

8:30 am  Sam Gasparovich 

Saturday  July 17 

5:30 pm  Edward Caso 

Sunday July 18 

 Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

8:30 am Virginia Offer 

10:30 am Edward Caso (First Anniversary) 

Stewardship of Treasure 

My Parish, My Family, My Responsibility 

““He instructed them to take nothing for the jour-

ney but a walking stick – no food, no sack, no 

money in their belts.” Mark 6:8  

Imagine taking nothing but a stick when you go on a 

trip.  The Apostles must have really trusted in God’s 

providential care.  Think of all the material things “we 

can’t live without” in today’s world.  We make our life’s 

journey more difficult because of all the material bag-

gage that we drag along.  Putting God first in everything 

and putting our money and possessions second gives us 

freedom because we don’t become “slaves” to wanting 

to acquire more things. 

The Sanctuary Lamp will burn before the Blessed  

Sacrament for the month of July 

In memory of 

 

Virginia Ryan Offer 

 

Requested by The Offer Family 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Septemberfest 

Friday, September 24 ~ 6:00 pm 

Cocktail Hour Al Fresco 

Dinner and Dancing to Follow 

 

White Christmas Celebration 

Friday, December 17 

Duo Pianists 

Magnificent Singers 

 

More Details to Follow!!! 
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Faith Formation News 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The month of July is dedicated to the Precious 

Blood of Jesus. 

Precious Blood, Ocean of  Divine Mercy: Flow upon us. 

Precious Blood, Most pure Offering: Procure us every Grace! 

Precious Blood, Hope and Refuge of  sinners: Atone for us! 

Precious Blood, Delight of  holy souls: Draw us! Amen. 

 

One devotion in the Catholic Church connected 

to the Passion of  Jesus Christ is the honoring of  His 

Precious Blood. It is a recognition of  Jesus’ sacrifice and 

how he spilled his blood for the salvation of  humanity. 

Furthermore, this blood is made present through the 

gift of  the Eucharist and is something we can consume 

at Mass, along with the body of  Christ, under the ap-

pearance of  bread and wine. Over time the Church de-

veloped various feasts of  the Precious Blood, but it was 

not until the 19th century when a universal feast was 

established.  

During the First Italian War for Independence in 

1849, Pope Pius IX went into exile to Gaeta. He went 

there with Don Giovanni Merlini, superior general of  

the Fathers of  the Most Precious Blood. 

While the war was still raging, Merlini suggested 

to Pope Pius IX that he create a universal feast to the 

Precious Blood to beg God’s heavenly aid to end the war 

and bring peace to Rome. Pius IX subsequently made a 

statement on June 30, 1849 that he intended to create a 

feast in honor of  the Precious Blood. The war soon 

ended and the Pope returned to Rome shortly thereafter. 
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Pope Francis says: “Sister, brother, let Jesus 

look upon and heal your heart. And if you have 

already felt His tender gaze upon you, imitate Him; 

do as He does. Help us to bring comfort to those 

with wounded hearts whom we meet on our jour-

ney.” (June 27, 2021)  

Register Now For 2021-2022 Faith Formation 

We look forward to working with you in helping you child 

grow in the faith. There is one fee ($215) and one form per 

family. 

�� Faith Formation: Grades 1 thru 6 on Wednesdays after 

school, 3:45-5:00pm, pending Covid guidelines. If  you are regis-

tering for grade 1, or for the first time in the program, please provide a 

copy of  your child’s Baptismal Certificate. Lighting Our Faith 

summer program registration has ended.�

�� Youth JAM (Youth Jesus and Mary) Grades 7 and 8. 

This program meets the second Sunday each month from 

4:30pm to 7:00pm, beginning late September 2021�

�� Confirmation Grade 9. This program meets the second 

Sunday each month, beginning with 10:30 am Mass followed 

by class ending at 12:30pm. 

�� Please email: faithformationolmc@gmail.com if you are 

new to the parish, have any questions or would like to volun-

teer as a Catechist.  

�� The Faith Formation Registration Form is at this 

link: https://forms.parishgiving.org/form-5431443/ Email 

faithformationolmc@gmail.com to request for this to be sent 

directly to you. 

 

Is God calling you to be a Catechist? 

We need YOU! Have you thought about answering God’s 

call to his disciples: “Go therefore and make disciples of all 

nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the 

Son, and of the Holy Spirit teaching them to observe all that 

I have commanded you.” Matt 28:19 Requirements: Avail-

ability on Wednesday afternoons from 3:30 – 5 PM, Protect-

ing God’s Children certification if over 18 years of age, and a 

love of faith and children! If you are interested, please email 

faithformationolmc@gmail.com for information. 

 

Well Done Summer Religious Education Students! 

Forty-two rising 3

rd

, 4

th

, 5

th

 and 6

th

 grade students par-

ticipated in an online experience collaborating with Our 

Lady of  Mt. Carmel and St. Catharine parishes with 

catechists from all three parishes using Google class-

room and zoom. The students did a great job. One part 

for each day was to choose a Family Activity, which was 

to do an expression of  God’s love. The program con-

cluded with a live stream celebration of  the Mass con-

celebrated by the priests from all three parishes. 
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Question of the Week 

This week’s question: What sacrament honors the 

Precious Blood of Jesus? Last week’s answer: Recon-

ciliation is the Sacrament gives us so that any sin com-

mitted after Baptism can be forgiven. Congratulations 

Faith Egbert! To enter this week’s raffle, email faith-

formationolmc@gmail.com by 3pm on Wednesday. All 

correct answers will be entered in a raffle for a gift 

card to Dairy Queen. 
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Thank you! The great outpouring of 

generosity and support to help feed the 

hungry at St. John’s Soup Kitchen has 

been a real witness for how you truly 

live the Beatitudes. We had a great number to be Bak-

ers, Servers and Casserole Makers! God bless your gen-

erous hearts!  Our tentative remaining dates for 2021 

are: September 4

th

 and Dec 4

th

.

 

Please contact Pat 

Keenaghan patkeenaghan@yahoo.com to donate or 

help bake.  “For I was hungry, and you gave Me something to 

eat; I was thirsty, and you gave Me something to drink; I was a 

stranger, and you invited Me in;” Matthew 25:35 

Our Lady Mother of the Church 

Prayers for Vocations 

Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

July 11, 2021 

That the call to serve Christ and His Church in the 

priesthood and consecrated life will fall on the rich 

soil of hearts prepared by prayer, hard work, and 

generous service to others, we pray to the Lord.  
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Vacation Bible School 

Here at OLMC 

August 9 to 13, 9:30 am to 12:30 pm 

Outdoors and in McCarthy Center (gym) 

Hop on the Railway as a  

Camper ages 5-10, Helper ages 11-16 or 

A volunteer as a storyteller,  

music helper or crafts helper 

If interested contact Pat Keenaghan at  

faithformationolmc@gmail.com 

 

 

 

“Let the Church always be a place of mercy and hope, 

where everyone is welcomed, loved, and for-

given.” (Pope Francis). The Church can also be a place 

to heal. We are called to “be merciful like the Father.” 

So many are suffering from the effects of abortion.  

Where can they heal? Where can they feel safe and 

loved? The Archdiocese of Newark Respect Life Office 

will be hosting two upcoming Rachel’s Vineyard retreats 

to heal the wounds from abortion. Retreat dates are 

September 10-12, 2021 (English) and October 22-24, 

2021 (Spanish). Contact the Respect Life Office for 

more details by calling (973) 497-4350. or e-mail 

Cheryl.riley@rcan.org (English) or elvinedoderaque-

linfo@rcan.org (Spanish). “He heals the brokenhearted 

and binds up their wounds.” (Psalm 147:3) 

My name is Gina Franco 

and I have started a grief 

group here at OLMC. 

Through the loss of my 

amazing daughter, Dominique, who was only 21 when 

she passed unexpectedly on 2/16/19, I have struggled 

to find my way. I have most recently lost my mother on 

3/14/21, also unexpectedly and I am grateful for all the 

people who have helped in holding me up. Thanks to 

the many who have helped me with much love and sup-

port, I am beginning a new chapter. I have created a 

Facebook Page, Grief Warriors, that gives people a safe, 

sacred space and now am looking forward to give peo-

ple here at OLMC a place to share their stories, give 

HOPE and FAITH in healing together. I am just a 

mom and a daughter who is walking the grief walk and 

want to help those of you to find your way back to LIV-

ING YOUR BEST LIFE. We will next meet on Au-

gust 2nd. In September looking to meet every other 

week. Hope to see you in celebrating all the love our 

loved one continues to give us. 

Administrative Assistant Needed!! 

Temple Emanuel in Woodcliff Lake has an opening for 

an administrative assistant. If interested please call Pam-

ela Posnock at 973.407.9659 
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Blessed Kateri Tekakwitha 

July 14 

What heroic deeds cause us to remember Kateri Tekak-

witha, who died at the age of 24, only seven years after 

she was baptized? Kateri was born in upstate New York 

in 1656. Her mother, a Christian Algonquin, and her 

father, a Mohawk warrior, died of smallpox when Kateri 

was four. Kateri survived the epidemic but was left dis-

figured and partially blind. She grew up in the care of 

her uncle. 

 

When Kateri was eleven, a group of Jesuit missionaries 

(called “Blackrobes” by the native peoples) visited 

Kateri’s village. Their stories touched her deeply. At the 

age of 17, she took the courageous step of being bap-

tized. Her decision to be baptized angered her relatives. 

They knew of so-called Christians who had burned vil-

lages and brought deadly diseases to the Native Ameri-

can peoples. Kateri also chose not to marry, which was 

unthinkable for a young girl in her culture. 

 

The opposition of her relatives to her choices led Kateri 

to flee to a Christian settlement near Montreal. There 

she taught young children and cared for the sick and 

aged. She quickly became known for her remarkable 

acts of penance and prayer. But soon her health began 

to fail. She died in 1680 at the age of 24. 

 

Because she followed the traditional Christian virtues of 

prayer, fasting and works 

of mercy to such an ex-

traordinary degree, it was 

not long before word of 

her life spread far and 

wide. Kateri was beati-

fied, a preliminary step 

for sainthood, in 1980. 

She is the first Native 

American and the first 

American lay person to 

receive this honor. We 

honor the “Lily of the 

Mohawks” each year on 

July 14. 

Memorial of St. Benedict 

abbot, religious founder (c. 480-550) 

In some ways, the sixth century was a lot 

like the twentieth. People were afraid of 

strangers. The rich didn’t speak to the 

poor. People within the same social class 

competed with one another for status by 

showing off their wealth and possessions. 

Benedict taught people a way to use 

prayer and Christlike attitudes to get over their fear and 

mistrust of each other. 

 

Benedict was born to a noble family of northern Italy. 

The Roman Empire was breaking apart. Invading tribes 

from beyond its borders had been taking over the land 

and looting cities. Many lived with no thought of the 

future. 

 

In those years people who wanted to be close to God 

often gave up on society altogether. They would find an 

isolated place and spend the rest of their lives there. So, 

for several years Benedict became a hermit. He lived in 

a cave on a high cliff that was almost impossible to get 

to. Over time people heard about Benedict and many 

came to join him. 

 

Around the year 530, Benedict founded a monastery 

called Monte Cassino. Everyone in the community lived 

under one roof. To help them, Benedict wrote a com-

mon-sense guide called the Rule of Life. It divided the 

day into times of prayer, study, work and rest. St. Scho-

lastica, Benedict’s sister, settled nearby and formed the 

first community of women to use Benedict’s rule. 

 

In these communities, everyone worked and no one 

kept personal possessions. This helped to prevent envy 

and pride. Benedict encouraged a spirit of generous for-

giveness; this generosity was extended to strangers and 

the needy. Every visitor to the abbey was treated like 

Christ. No one was ever turned away. Hospitality is still 

a trademark of Benedictine communities around the 

world.  

 

Benedict spent his life leading his monks, counseling 

visitors to the abbey and caring for the sick who lived 

nearby. When he died, he was buried with Scholastica at 

Monte Cassino. 

 

Benedictine monks and nuns would later be given credit 

for preserving European civilization during the Middle 

Ages. Because of this, Benedict has been named the pa-

tron saint of Europe. 
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CATERING FOR ALL OCCASIONS
14 Park Ave. • Park Ridge, NJ

(201) 391-4333 • Fax (201) 573-8878
www.MarcsDeli.com

OPEN 7 DAYS
Hrs: M-Sat 5am-9pm • Sun 10am-9pm

WE DELIVER

Tree Care & Much More!

201-573-9209
www.downestreeservice.com

Proudly serving 
the community 

since 1986

IRISH PUB & RESTAURANT

201.391.9356
Private Parties Catered

Serving Lunch & Dinner Seven Days a Week
Voted Bergen County’s Best Sports Bar

Kinderkamack Rd. & Grand Avenue / Montvale, NJ
www.daveyspub.com
Davey Family / Since 1974

201-343-6680
www.Losurdofoods.com
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