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OUR LADY MOTHER OF THE CHURCH 

209 Woodcliff  Avenue ~ Woodcliff  Lake, NJ 07677 

www.motherofthechurch.org 

NINETEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME ~ AUGUST 8, 2021 

Our Mission 

Called by our baptism and nourished by the Eucharist, the parishioners of  Our Lady Mother of  the 

Church, acknowledge our mission to teach, share and live the Gospel of  Jesus Christ.  Inspired by the 

Holy Spirit, we create a welcoming environment, enthusiastically gather and worship to praise God, 

and strive to imitate the life of  Jesus as we reach out beyond our own faith community. 

Weekdays 

Monday-Friday 8:30am 

 

Weekends 

Saturday  5:30pm &  

8:00 pm (in classroom) 

Sunday 8:30am & 10:30am  

 

Holy Days 

See bulletin for schedule of Masses 

 

Reconciliation 

Saturday 4:30 pm to 5:00 pm 

Parish Directory 

 

Patricia Keenaghan,  

Director of Religious Education 

(201) 391-7400 

faithformationolmc@gmail.com 

 

Deborah DiPiazza,  

Faith Formation Aide 

 

Domenick Panfile, 

Director of Music 

 

Judi Quinn, Administrative Secretary 

(201) 391-2826 

judiolmc@yahoo.com 

 

Vito Delzotto, 

Parish Council President 

Fr. Sean Manson, Pastor 

 

Fr. Siffredus Rwechungura,  

Parochial Vicar 

 

Stan Fedison, Deacon 

__________________________ 

Parish Office Hours 

Monday - Wednesday  

9:00 am - 4:00 pm 

Thursday  

9:00 am - 2:00 pm 

Closed Friday Until After Labor 

Day 
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When he was ten years old, the Immaculate Virgin appeared to him and offered him two symbolic 

crowns: the white crown of chastity and the red crown of martyrdom. She asked him to choose 

one. The young boy answered, “I will take both.” 

 

Maximilian Kolbe entered the Franciscan Order at the age of sixteen. So intent were he and his 

brother, Francis, on becoming religious, that they crossed secretly in a hay cart from the Russian 

to the Austrian partition of Poland to enter the seminary. Max was sent to the Order’s Interna-

tional Seraphic College in Rome for his philosophical and theological studies. 

 

On October 16, 1917, while still a student-friar in Rome, Maximilian founded the Militia Immacu-

late (MI) Catholic evangelization movement. Its purpose was to bring about the reign of the Sa-

cred Heart of Jesus by encouraging each and every soul to make a total consecration of themselves 

to the Immaculate Virgin Mary. “Through the Immaculata to Jesus” was a lifelong motto. The 

immediate stimulus for this movement was Maximilian’s desire to counteract the militant natural-

ism of International Freemasonry that year. He had personally witnessed Masonic activists blas-

pheming under the windows of the Vatican. He was ordained a priest in 1918 and returned to Po-

land in 1919, with doctorates in philosophy and theology, and he had contracted tuberculosis. 

Nevertheless, he immediately began spreading the MI Catholic Evangelization and in January of 

1922, began publishing the monthly magazine, Knight of the Immaculata. 

 

So great and rapid was the growth of the magazine Knight, today known as Immaculata, and the 

community of Conventual Franciscans that formed around Kolbe, that in 1927 he founded a large 

apostolic center near Warsaw call Niepokalanow, the “City of the Immaculata.” Kolbe’s method 

of evangelization through the sponsorship of Mary was a major development of the Franciscan 

chrism, stimulating considerable growth in the Franciscan Order itself. For instance, the city saw 

its original staff of eighteen friars grow to over 650 members in just twelve years.  

 

When the Nazis overran the country in 1939, they eventually imprisoned Kolbe in the Auschwitz death camp, where in 1941 

he offered to take the place of a man condemned to die in reprisal for an escaped prisoner.  

 

The Nazi guards picked 10 prisoners to be beaten and starved to death in reprisal for the one who escaped. Amongst the ten 

was a married man, Franciszek Gajownicek, who wept because he would never see his wife or family again. Maximilian offered 

to die in his place. No one had ever done this before in Auschwitz. 

 

Through two weeks of beatings and starvation - not even a drop of water, Maximilian encouraged the other nine men impris-

oned with him in the dungeons of Auschwitz. The guards were especially merciless and cruel with him, with brutal beatings and 

harsh treatment.  

 

He remained calm, and lifted up the other prisoners with his prayers, which he said out loud so that the others could hear him. 

 

He was the last of the ten men to die, being injected with carbolic acid on August 14th 1941. He died while sat upright on the 

floor of his cell, with his eyes open, gazing in peace. 

 

The guards later testified that they could not bear for him to look at them. They would yell at him to keep his eyes down. His 

glance had no fear, and looking into his eyes was unbearable for them. 

 

Pope Paul VI beatified Maximilian in 1971. In 1982, St. Pope John Paul II canonized him as a “martyr of charity,” calling him 

“patron of our difficult century.” He is the patron saint of journalists, media communications, the family and the chemically 

addicted.  
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For everything there is a season and a time for 

every purpose under heaven.” 

Ecclesiastes 3:11 

 

“A time to be healed” 

Parish sick list: Marie Barrett, Mr. & Mrs. Bischoff,  

Francesca DeMarco, Arlene Desposito, Ethel Dubrowski, 

Ed Evans, Deacon Stan Fedison, Carol Franco, Trevor Gi-

esberg, Tom Harrington, Jennifer Hartmann, Brad Jones, 

Joachim Jung, Vivienne Knopp, Ivy LaRegina, Genna 

Lepore, Julia Geraghty, Rosemary Levin, Robert Libonati, 

Jessica Livingstone, Nat Lucarello, James Murphy, Terry 

Racanelli, James Ranazzo, Bill Reynaldos, Carol Schmidt, 

Tara Shankman, Bro. Kevin Smith, Bob Staab, Tom Wood-

hour, Eric Vanderleif and Bryce Werner 

 

“A time to mourn” 

 

Deceased of the Parish:  Alfonsina Nkunda-Sister of 

Fr. Siffredus 

“A time for war and a time for peace” 

Tyler Aiello, Ryan Brady, Lcpl. Joseph Ryan and Seamus 

Ryan 

Amen. 
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Saturday  August 7 

   St. Sixtus II; St Cajetan 

5:30 pm  Patricia Ann Houlihan 

Sunday August 8 

 Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

8:30 am John Monaghan 

10:30 am Gertrude Carpenter & Donald 

and Alan Bozzone 

Monday  August 9 

   St. Teresa Benedicta of the Cross 

8:30 am  Jose Meirinho 

Tuesday  August 10 

   St. Lawrence 

8:30 am  Eileen Jahn 

Wednesday  August 11 

   St. Clare 

8:30 am  People of the Parish 

Thursday August 12 

 St. Jane Frances de Chantal 

8:30 am Matthew Tarabokija 

Friday   August 13 

   Ss. Pontian and Hippolytus 

8:30 am  Mary Rizzo & Lucille Lotito 

Saturday  August 14 

   St. Maximilian Kolbe 

5:30 pm  Thomas Napolitano 

Sunday August 15 

 The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary 

8:30 am Thomas Napolitano 

10:30 am Carmela Stagnitta Strianese 

Stewardship of Treasure 

My Parish, My Family, My Responsibility 

“Get up and eat or the journey will be too much for 

you!”  1 Kings 19:7 

God knows that committing to a stewardship lifestyle is 

difficult.  However, we were not designed to do it on 

our own, we need His help.  Fortunately, God gave us 

the greatest gift of all, His son, Jesus.  Through the gift 

of the Eucharist, we join our sacrifice with the sacrifice 

of the Holy Mass and receive the strength and courage 

to be His joyful disciples.   

Receipts From Last Week…………………$4,834.00 

Parish Giving ……...……………...……….$1,684.00 

Social Concerns……………………...…….$   100.00 

 

 

 

 

Septemberfest 

Friday, September 24 ~ 6:00 pm 

Cocktail Hour Al Fresco 

Dinner and Dancing to Follow 

Tickets Now On Sale 

After All Weekend Masses 

And In The Parish Office 

$35 per person 
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Faith Formation News 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Church dedicates the month of August to the 

Immaculate Heart of Mary. It is a dogma of the Catholic 

faith that Mary is the Immaculate Conception; that is, in 

preparation for her to become the mother of her Son, Je-

sus Christ, the Second Person of the Holy Trinity she was 

free of sin. Over the centuries, as saints and theologians 

reflected on how Mary pondered and treasured the sacred 

events from the life of Christ in her holy heart, her pure 

heart was recognized as something to be imitated. Devo-

tion to Our Lady’s purity of heart began to flower—so 

much so that in the 17th century, St. John Eudes pro-

moted it alongside the Sacred Heart of Jesus. The devotion 

rose to a new level after the apparitions of Our Lady of 

Fatima, when Mary revealed an image of her Immaculate 

Heart to Lucia, Jacinta, and Francisco. 

Devotion to Our Lady's Immaculate Heart is one 

of the most beloved Marian devotions for Catholics. It is 

deeply inspired by two verses from the Gospel of Saint 

Luke—Chapter 2, verse 19: " But Mary treasured all these 

words and pondered them in her heart," and Chapter 2, 

verse 35:  "...and a sword will pierce your own soul too." 

Our Lady's holy, virginal heart is usually shown pierced 

with a sword, surrounded by roses or lilies, and on fire 

with love for her God. 

 

Rocky Railway is Here! 

Vacation Bible School’s theme is JESUS’ POWER PULLS 

US THROUGH! It will be this week from 9:30AM – 12:30 

PM. Thank you for your support for your understanding for 

any inconveniences while the Rocky Railway is here! 

 

Is God calling you to be a Catechist? 

We need YOU! Have you thought about answering God’s 

call to his disciples: “Go therefore and make disciples of all 

nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the 

Son, and of the Holy Spirit teaching them to observe all that I 

have commanded you.” Matt 28:19 Requirements: Availability 

on Wednesday afternoons from 3:30 – 5 PM, Protecting 

God’s Children certification if over 18 years of age, and a love 

of faith and children! If you are interested, please email faith-

formationolmc@gmail.com for information. 

Register Now For 2021-2022 Faith Formation 

We look forward to working with you in helping you 

child grow in the faith. There is one fee ($215) and one 

form per family. 

�� Faith Formation: Grades 1 thru 6 on Wednesdays 

after school, 3:45-5:00pm, pending Covid guidelines. If  

you are registering for grade 1, or for the first time in the program, 

please provide a copy of  your child’s Baptismal Certificate. 

Lighting Our Faith summer program registration 

has ended.�

�� Youth JAM (Youth Jesus and Mary) Grades 7 and 

8. This program meets the second Sunday each month 

from 4:30pm to 7:00pm, beginning late September 2021�

�� Confirmation Grade 9. This program meets the 

second Sunday each month, beginning with 10:30 am 

Mass followed by class ending at 12:30pm. 

�� Please email: faithformationolmc@gmail.com if 

you are new to the parish, have any questions or would 

like to volunteer as a Catechist.  

�� The Faith Formation Registration Form is at this 

link: https://forms.parishgiving.org/form-5431443/ 

Email faithformationolmc@gmail.com to request for 

this to be sent directly to you. 

 

Important Dates for Faith Formation 

Mon. – Fri.       9:30 am – 12:30 pm, Vacation Bible 

Aug. 9-13      School 

Tues., Sept 21      Parent Meeting for Faith Formation 

Wed., Sept 29      3:45 pm – 5:00 pm, Faith Formation 

                             Class Grades 1-6, Gather in Church 

 

Question of the Week? Win a Gift Card to Dairy 

Queen 

This week’s question: Who was free of all sin? Last 

week’s answer: Lucy, Jacinta and Francisco, the three 

children of Fatima, received visions of the Immaculate 

Heart of Mary. Congratulations Gabe Egbert! To en-

ter this week’s raffle, email faithforma-

tionolmc@gmail.com by 3pm on Wednesday. All cor-

rect answers will be entered in a raffle for a gift card 

to Dairy Queen. 

 

 

Pope Francis says:  “Let us pray for the 

Church, that she may receive from the Holy Spirit 

the grace and strength to reform herself in the light 

of the Gospel.” (August 3, 2021) * Please con-

tinue to pray for Pope Francis’ health as he 

recovers from surgery: 1 Our Father, 1 Hail 

Mary and 1 Glory Be. 
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The Sanctuary Lamp will burn before the Blessed  

Sacrament for the month of August 

In memory of 

 

Frank Capodicasa 

 

Requested by Connie Capodicasa 
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Thank you! The great outpouring 

of  generosity and support to help 

feed the hungry at St. John’s Soup 

Kitchen has been a real witness for 

how you truly live the Beatitudes. We had a 

great number to be Bakers, Servers and Casse-

role Makers! God bless your generous hearts!  

Our tentative remaining dates for 2021 are: Sep-

tember 4

th

 and December 4

th

.

 

Please contact 

Pat Keenaghan patkeenaghan@yahoo.com to 

donate or help bake.  “For I was hungry, and you 

gave Me something to eat; I was thirsty, and you gave 

Me something to drink; I was a stranger, and you in-

vited Me in;” Matthew 25:35 

Our Lady Mother of  the Church 

Prayers for Vocations 

Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

August 8, 2021 

For all those called to the priesthood and conse-

crated life that they will trust in Him and His 

choice of  them. 

 

 

 

“Let the Church always be a place of mercy and hope, 

where everyone is welcomed, loved, and for-

given.” (Pope Francis). The Church can also be a place 

to heal. We are called to “be merciful like the Father.” 

So many are suffering from the effects of abortion.  

Where can they heal? Where can they feel safe and 

loved? The Archdiocese of Newark Respect Life Office 

will be hosting two upcoming Rachel’s Vineyard retreats 

to heal the wounds from abortion. Retreat dates are 

September 10-12, 2021 (English) and October 22-24, 

2021 (Spanish). Contact the Respect Life Office for 

more details by calling (973) 497-4350. or e-mail 

Cheryl.riley@rcan.org (English) or elvinedoderaque-

linfo@rcan.org (Spanish). “He heals the brokenhearted 

and binds up their wounds.” (Psalm 147:3) 

My name is Gina Franco 

and I have started a grief 

group here at OLMC. 

Through the loss of my 

amazing daughter, Dominique, who was only 21 when 

she passed unexpectedly on 2/16/19, I have struggled 

to find my way. I have most recently lost my mother on 

3/14/21, also unexpectedly and I am grateful for all the 

people who have helped in holding me up. Thanks to 

the many who have helped me with much love and sup-

port, I am beginning a new chapter. I have created a 

Facebook Page, Grief Warriors, that gives people a safe, 

sacred space and now am looking forward to give peo-

ple here at OLMC a place to share their stories, give 

HOPE and FAITH in healing together. I am just a 

mom and a daughter who is walking the grief walk and 

want to help those of you to find your way back to LIV-

ING YOUR BEST LIFE. We will next meet on Au-

gust 30th. In September we will meet on September 

13th. Hope to see you in celebrating all the love our 

loved one continues to give us. 

Third Saturday Mass for Recovery and Healing  

All are welcome to Church of St. Mary, 20 Legion 

Place Closter for the Third Saturday Recovery and 

Healing Mass on Saturday, August 21st at 12:00 

pm.  Current religious gathering protocol will be 

strictly followed. For those unable to attend in per-

son, we do offer virtual participation through 

Zoom: Join Zoom Meeting  https://

us02web.zoom.us/j/83481399346 
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Family Promise Update 

Please consider the following ways to volunteer and/

or support Family Promise right now: 

 

�� The Walk-in Dinner Program in Hackensack is 

meeting food insecurity needs in the county every 

day. Several of our hosts and/or supports were 

already involved and several have joined the effort 

during the last 16 months. Thank you!   We have 

several open dates from August through Decem-

ber 2021 and are currently feeding 130-150 people 

per night. We also have opportunities for individu-

als to help pack up and distribute meals. Please let 

me know if you’d like more information. 

�� We are preparing a list of most needed resources 

for our families. We are currently looking for a 

therapist specializing in adolescents. Please 

contact: mheller@bergenfamilypromise.org. 

(Also: lawyer, mover, ESL tutor). 

�� The Gala will be in person this year on October 

14th at Indian Trail Club in Franklin Lakes. I 

would like to put a table together representing 

Our Lady Mother of  the Church. If  you would 

like to attend, please let me know. It’s always a 

wonderful night and a great way to support Family 

Promise. 

�� If  you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to 

reach out to Geraldine Brennan by e-

mail gbrennan830@yahoo.com 

Memorial of Saint Dominic 

Saint Dominic (c. 1170-1221), a 

contemporary of Saint Francis 

of Assisi, founded a mendicant 

order of men (those who rely 

on the charity of others), called 

the order of Preachers or Do-

minicans, to preach against 

theological error. One of the 

pressing issues facing the newly established Order was 

the Albigensian heresy, claiming that matter, specifically 

the body, is evil. In order to fight against this heretical 

thinking, the Black Friars, as they were commonly 

known because of the color of the cape they wore over 

their white habit, went from town to town preaching 

the goodness of the body. In order to preach sound 

doctrine with clarity, Saint Dominic exhorted his sons 

to engage in rigorous academic study. He eventually 

started a contemplative female branch of the Domini-

cans to support the apostolate of the men through 

prayer. 

Feast of Saint Lawrence 

Saint Lawrence was one of seven deacons 

of ancient Rome martyred under Emperor 

Valerian in 258. Tradition says that he was 

deacon to Pope Saint Sixtus II. According 

to Saint Ambrose, Lawrence met the pope 

being taken to execution and is supposed 

to have said, “Where are you going with-

out your deacon?” Sixtus prophesied that 

he would follow in three days. Lawrence is said to have 

been martyred by being cooked alive on a grill. He is 

portrayed in art holding a gridiron, the instrument of his 

martyrdom and wearing a dalmatic, the vestment of a 

deacon. Saint Lawrence is a patron saint of the city of 

Rome and of comedians because of the quip he is re-

puted to have made to his executioners: “Turn me over; 

I’m done on one side.”  
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CATERING FOR ALL OCCASIONS
14 Park Ave. • Park Ridge, NJ

(201) 391-4333 • Fax (201) 573-8878
www.MarcsDeli.com

OPEN 7 DAYS
Hrs: M-Sat 5am-9pm • Sun 10am-9pm

WE DELIVER

Tree Care & Much More!

201-573-9209
www.downestreeservice.com

Proudly serving 
the community 

since 1986

IRISH PUB & RESTAURANT

201.391.9356
Private Parties Catered

Serving Lunch & Dinner Seven Days a Week
Voted Bergen County’s Best Sports Bar

Kinderkamack Rd. & Grand Avenue / Montvale, NJ
www.daveyspub.com
Davey Family / Since 1974

201-343-6680
www.Losurdofoods.com
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219 Kinderkamack Road • Westwood, NJ 07675
201-664-0292
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BECKER
FUNERAL HOME

Contact Jim Marcinkiewicz 
to place an ad today! 

jmarcinkiewicz@4LPi.com or 
(800) 477-4574 x6417


