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OUR LADY MOTHER OF THE CHURCH 

209 Woodcliff  Avenue ~ Woodcliff  Lake, NJ 07677 

www.motherofthechurch.org 

TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME ~ SEPTEMBER 5, 2021 

Our Mission 

Called by our baptism and nourished by the Eucharist, the parishioners of  Our Lady Mother of  the 

Church, acknowledge our mission to teach, share and live the Gospel of  Jesus Christ.  Inspired by the 

Holy Spirit, we create a welcoming environment, enthusiastically gather and worship to praise God, 

and strive to imitate the life of  Jesus as we reach out beyond our own faith community. 

Weekdays 

Monday-Friday 8:30am 

 

Weekends 

Saturday  5:30pm &  

8:00 pm (in classroom) 

Sunday 8:30am & 10:30am  

 

Holy Days 

See bulletin for schedule of Masses 

 

Reconciliation 

Saturday 4:30 pm to 5:00 pm 

Parish Directory 

 

Patricia Keenaghan,  

Director of Religious Education 

(201) 391-7400 

faithformationolmc@gmail.com 

 

Deborah DiPiazza,  

Faith Formation Aide 

 

Domenick Panfile, 

Director of Music 

 

Judi Quinn, Administrative Secretary 

(201) 391-2826 

judiolmc@yahoo.com 

 

Vito Delzotto, 

Parish Council President 

Fr. Sean Manson, Pastor 

 

Fr. Siffredus Rwechungura,  

Parochial Vicar 

 

Stan Fedison, Deacon 

__________________________ 

Parish Office Hours 

Monday - Wednesday  

9:00 am - 4:00 pm 

Thursday  

9:00 am - 2:00 pm 

Closed Friday Until After Labor 

Day 
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‘He put his finger into the man’s ears and spitting, touched his tongue… 

 

The man was deaf and had a speech impediment.’ 

 

When I was a child a deaf boy came to stay with my family for a weekend, 

his name was Daniel. Knowing he was deaf, I began to speak to him in a 

loud voice, carefully enunciating my words, pronouncing very slowly. He 

looked at me and said, “I am deaf, not stupid.” My father thought this was 

hilarious. 

 

Daniel put me in my place, and he was right, I was treating him like an 

idiot, unaware that he could lip read and understand perfectly what was 

being said to him. 

 

This is normal, people learn to compensate, to adapt, to redress the condition that would otherwise impair them. 

 

A friend of mine was born without a hand.  Growing up, he became so adept at doing things with one hand, that people were 

unaware of his condition.  He could tie his shoes laces, type as fast as anyone, play guitar, play ball, all with one hand.  No one 

knew.  Someone was once in his parish, talking to the Pastor about the young man with one hand.  The Pastor, who knew the 

young man very well, did not know who they were talking about. “You look at him next time you see him, you’ll see he only 

has one hand.”  Lo and behold, the next time the Pastor saw him he realized for the first time that this young man, who he had 

known for at least a year, had only one hand.  The way he moved, the way he walked, the way he stood, hiding his stump in his 

pocket, you would never know, until you really looked, that there was something amiss. 

 

The man in today’s Gospel had no such luck. He was deaf and had a speech impediment; but even if he had managed to hide 

his infirmity all his life, the game was finally up.  He was brought to Jesus, who then put his finger into the man’s ears and, can 

you believe it, spitting, touched his tongue.  The man could no longer hide.  Can you imagine someone sticking their fingers in 

your ears, and on top of that if you are deaf?  To have someone spit on their fingers and then open your mouth to touch your 

tongue! 

 

Very unpleasant, but necessary.  The man must have been mortified, but also relieved.  Finally, someone had exposed his weak-

ness, not to humiliate him, but to help him.   Unless our weaknesses are brought to light, made evident, they can never really be 

cured.  They can be hidden, or adapted to, or compensated for, but that’s not the same as being healed. 

 

All of us can be mute.  That is why the Prayer of the Church, the Divine Office, begins every morning with the antiphon: 

‘Lord, open my lips – and my mouth will proclaim your praise.’  The real impediment of speech is the incapacity to Bendicire – 

to speak well, of God.   The inability to say ‘God you are great, you have done wonderful things in me, in my life, in my family.’  

Not to be able to do this is a terrible impediment. 

 

All of us can be deaf.  The first psalm in the daily prayer of the church begins: ‘Today, listen to the voice of the Lord; do not 

grow stubborn as your fathers did in the wilderness.’  The real deafness is that which impedes one from listening to God.  We 

listen to many things: the radio, the TV, the iPod, the opinions of others, even our own thoughts...but to listen to God?  Only 

those who have been cured of their deafness are able to do this. 

 

Will we acknowledge our deafness? (Mea culpa, I am stubborn; I listen to many things, but I am often deaf to the voice of 

God). Will we accept to be impaired of speech?  (Mea culpa, I use my tongue to speak evil, to gossip, to curse, to blaspheme, to 

complain; but I speak well -Bendicire- very infrequently). If we acknowledge this, we can discover that we are not humiliated, 

but healed.  Jesus wants to put his fingers in our ears and his spittle on our tongue?  Don’t be surprised if he does so at Mass 

today. 
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For everything there is a season and a time for 

every purpose under heaven.” 

Ecclesiastes 3:11 

 

“A time to be healed” 

Parish sick list: Marie Barrett, Mr. & Mrs. Bischoff,   

Rev. Bob Connor, Arlene Desposito, Ethel Dubrowski, Ed 

Evans, Deacon Stan Fedison, Carol Franco, Trevor Gies-

berg, Tom Harrington, Jennifer Hartmann, Brad Jones, 

Joachim Jung, Vivienne Knopp, Ivy LaRegina, Genna 

Lepore, Julia Geraghty, Rosemary Levin, Robert Libonati, 

Jessica Livingstone, Nat Lucarello, James Murphy, Terry 

Racanelli, James Ranazzo, Bill Reynaldos, Carol Schmidt, 

Tara Shankman, Bro. Kevin Smith, Bob Staab, Tom Wood-

hour, Eric Vanderleif and Bryce Werner 

 

“A time to mourn” 

Deceased of the Parish:  

Francesca DeMarco-Mother of Maria Frey 

 

“A time for war and a time for peace” 

Tyler Aiello, Ryan Brady, Lcpl. Joseph Ryan and Seamus 

Ryan 

Amen. 
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Saturday  September 4 

5:30 pm  Mary Mertz 

Sunday September 5 

 Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary 

Time 

8:30 am Patrick J. Kelly 

10:30 am Cecilia Quinn 

6:00 pm Antionetta Lijoi 

Monday  September 6 

   Labor Day 

8:30 am  Antoinetta Morin 

Tuesday  September 7 

8:30 am  People of the Parish 

Wednesday  September 8 

   The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin  

   Mary 

8:30 am  Katherine Nuber 

Thursday September 9 

 St. Peter Claver 

8:30 am George & Peter Lutz 

Friday   September 10 

8:30 am  Frank Lundy 

Saturday  September 11 

   Patriot Day 

5:30 pm  Jack D’Ambrosi 

Sunday September 12 

 Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary 

Time; Grandparents Day 

8:30 am Rosann Borrelli 

10:30 am Robert Hartmann 

6:00 pm People of the Parish 

Stewardship of Treasure 

My Parish, My Family, My Responsibility 

“Did not God choose those who are poor in the world to 

be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom that he prom-

ised to those who love him?”   James 2:5 

What is more important – being rich in faith or rich in pos-

sessions?  Society tells us that possessions are most impor-

tant.  God teaches a different lesson.  When we are rich in 

faith, we keep God first and experience true joy and peace.  

When we put possessions first, we soon realize we can never 

have enough and happiness is fleeting.  When we put faith 

over possessions, we truly realize it is better to give than re-

ceive. 

Receipts From 8/22………………..………$2,437.00 

Haiti Collection…………………………….$  861.00 

Assessment………………………………….$  981.00 

Parish Giving 8/22……………...………….$1,557.00 

Receipts From This Week………..……….$4,422.00 

Parish Giving……………………………….$1,733.00 

 

 

 

 

Septemberfest 

Friday, September 24 ~ 6:00 pm 

Cocktail Hour Al Fresco 

Dinner and Dancing to Follow 

Tickets Now On Sale 

After All Weekend Masses 

And In The Parish Office 

$35 per person 
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Faith Formation News 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Virgin most sorrowful, pray for us. 

Why has the Catholic Church traditionally dedicated the 

month of September to Our Lady of Sorrows? The an-

swer is simple: The Memorial of Our Lady of Sorrows falls 

right in the middle of the month, on September 15. But 

how was that date chosen? Because the day before, Sep-

tember 14, is the Feast of the Triumph of the Cross. 

The Memorial of Our Lady of Sorrows is tied to an event in 

the life of her Son. On September 14, we celebrate the 

instrument of Christ's victory over death; and the next 

day, we remember the suffering of Mary as she stood at 

the foot of the Cross and witnessed the torture and 

death of her Son.  

 

Is God Calling You to be a Catechist? 

We need YOU! Have you thought about answering 

God’s call? “Go therefore and make disciples of all na-

tions, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of 

the Son, and of the Holy Spirit teaching them to observe 

all that I have commanded you.” Matt 28:19 As a cate-

chist, you are responding to a call to share the gift of  

faith with others, even as you deepen your own faith. 

This call may have reached you through someone you 

know, your pastor, or the director of  your parish’s reli-

gious education program. But know that this calling ulti-

mately comes from God whose Holy Spirit inspires and 

guides you. On Catechetical Sunday, September 19, 

2021, we will celebrate and pray for the Church’s mis-

sion to teach the Gospel to all people. This year’s theme 

is "Say the Word and My Soul Shall Be Healed." Re-

quirements to be a Catechist: Availability on Wednesday 

afternoons from 3:30 – 5 PM, Protecting God’s Chil-

dren certification if over 18 years of age, and a love of 

sharing your faith with children! If interested, please 

email faithformationolmc@gmail.com for information. 

Register Now For 2021-2022 Faith Formation 

We look forward to working with you in helping you 

child grow in the faith. There is one fee ($215) and one 

form per family. 

�� Faith Formation: Grades 1 thru 6 on Wednesdays 

after school, 3:45-5:00pm, pending Covid guidelines. If  

you are registering for grade 1, or for the first time in the program, 

please provide a copy of  your child’s Baptismal Certificate. 

Lighting Our Faith summer program registration 

has ended.�

�� Youth JAM (Youth Jesus and Mary) Grades 7 and 

8. This program meets the second Sunday each month 

from 4:30pm to 7:00pm, beginning late September 2021�

�� Confirmation Grade 9. This program meets the 

second Sunday each month, beginning with 10:30 am 

Mass followed by class ending at 12:30pm. 

�� Please email: faithformationolmc@gmail.com if 

you are new to the parish, have any questions or would 

like to volunteer as a Catechist.  

�� The Faith Formation Registration Form is at this 

link: https://forms.parishgiving.org/form-5431443/ 

Email faithformationolmc@gmail.com to request for 

this to be sent directly to you. 

 

 

Important Dates for Faith Formation 

Sun., Sept 19      Catechetical Sunday “Say the Word 

       and My Soul Shall be Healed.” 

Tues., Sept 21      Parent Meeting for Faith Formation, 

       McCarthy Center 

Wed., Sept 29      3:45 pm – 5:00 pm, Faith Formation 

                             Class Grades 1-6, Gather in Church 

 

 

Question of the Week? Win a Gift Card to Dairy 

Queen 

This week’s question: What feast is celebrated during 

September commemorating Our Lady’s suffering at 

the foot of the Cross?  Last week’s answer: Attending 

Mass on the Five First Saturdays was the devotion did Our 

Lady request to help make amends for the offenses com-

mitted against her heart by the blasphemies and ingrati-

tude.  To enter this week’s raffle, email your answer to 

faithformationolmc@gmail.com by 3pm on Wednesday. 

All correct answers will be entered in a raffle for a gift 

card to Dairy Queen. 

 

 

Pope Francis says: “Prayer is vital for life: just 

as we cannot live without breathing, so we cannot be 

Christians without praying.” August 13, 2021 
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The Sanctuary Lamp will burn before the Blessed  

Sacrament for the month of September 

In memory of 

 

Jack D’Ambrosi 

 

 

Requested by Karen & Emily D’Ambrosi 

 & Jackie Scales 
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Thank you to all who re-

sponded by signing up to help 

feed the hungry. Your great 

outpouring of  generosity and 

support to help feed the hun-

gry at St. John’s Soup Kitchen has been a real 

witness for how you truly live the Corporal 

Works of  Mercy. Our next tentative date for 

2021 is Dec 4

th

.

 

Please contact Pat Keenaghan 

patkeenaghan@yahoo.com to donate or help 

bake.  “For I was hungry, and you gave Me 

something to eat; I was thirsty, and you gave 

Me something to drink; I was a stranger, 

and you invited Me in.” Matthew 25:35 

Our Lady Mother of  the Church 

Prayers for Vocations 

Twenty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

September 5, 2021 

For a deeper participation of  families in prayer 

for vocations to the priesthood and consecrated 

life, so that other might have eternal life. 

 

 

 

“Let the Church always be a place of mercy and hope, 

where everyone is welcomed, loved, and for-

given.” (Pope Francis). The Church can also be a place 

to heal. We are called to “be merciful like the Father.” 

So many are suffering from the effects of abortion.  

Where can they heal? Where can they feel safe and 

loved? The Archdiocese of Newark Respect Life Office 

will be hosting two upcoming Rachel’s Vineyard retreats 

to heal the wounds from abortion. Retreat dates are 

September 10-12, 2021 (English) and October 22-24, 

2021 (Spanish). Contact the Respect Life Office for 

more details by calling (973) 497-4350. or e-mail 

Cheryl.riley@rcan.org (English) or elvinedoderaque-

linfo@rcan.org (Spanish). “He heals the brokenhearted 

and binds up their wounds.” (Psalm 147:3) 

My name is Gina Franco 

and I have started a grief 

group here at OLMC. 

Through the loss of my 

amazing daughter, Dominique, who was only 21 when 

she passed unexpectedly on 2/16/19, I have struggled 

to find my way. I have most recently lost my mother on 

3/14/21, also unexpectedly and I am grateful for all the 

people who have helped in holding me up. Thanks to 

the many who have helped me with much love and sup-

port, I am beginning a new chapter. I have created a 

Facebook Page, Grief Warriors, that gives people a safe, 

sacred space and now am looking forward to give peo-

ple here at OLMC a place to share their stories, give 

HOPE and FAITH in healing together. I am just a 

mom and a daughter who is walking the grief walk and 

want to help those of you to find your way back to LIV-

ING YOUR BEST LIFE. We will next meet on Sep-

tember 13th. In October we will meet on the 4th. 

Hope to see you in celebrating all the love our loved 

one continues to give us. 

CROP Walk  

October 17 

This year will mark the 

48

th

 year congregations 

in our area will be par-

ticipating in the CROP 

Walk for Hunger on Sunday, October 17. Our 

parishioners have been very generous in the 

past.  If  you would like to help sign up walkers 

and collect donations after the masses, please 

feel free to contact John Frey who needs assis-

tance at 201.391.1460 or email jfrey4@aol.com.  

We will begin to recruit walkers and donors af-

ter the masses in early September. Thank you.  
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Family Promise Update 

Please consider the following ways to volunteer and/or 

support Family Promise right now: 

 

�� The Walk-in Dinner Program in Hackensack is 

meeting food insecurity needs in the county every 

day. Several of our hosts and/or supports were al-

ready involved and several have joined the effort 

during the last 16 months. Thank you!   We have 

several open dates from August through December 

2021 and are currently feeding 130-150 people per 

night. We also have opportunities for individuals to 

help pack up and distribute meals. Please let me 

know if you’d like more information. 

�� We are preparing a list of most needed resources for 

our families. We are currently looking for a thera-

pist specializing in adolescents. Please contact: 

mheller@bergenfamilypromise.org. (Also: law-

yer, mover, ESL tutor). 

�� The Gala will be in person this year on October 

14th at Indian Trail Club in Franklin Lakes. I would 

like to put a table together representing Our Lady 

Mother of  the Church. If  you would like to attend, 

please let me know. It’s always a wonderful night and 

a great way to support Family Promise. 

�� If  you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to 

reach out to Geraldine Brennan by e-

mail gbrennan830@yahoo.com 

Labor Day 

The first Monday in Sep-

tember 

Today marks the time 

when working people 

around the country 

come to the end of the 

summer vacation season 

and students return to 

school. We set aside this day to reflect on the work we 

do. Over the course of our lives, we spend more time 

working then we do at any other activity. 

 

Until the last century or so, most people worked on 

farms. They worked long days and the pace of life was 

slower. The Industrial Revolution changed that. New 

farm machines meant that fewer farming jobs were 

available. Farm workers moved to the cities, where they 

took low-paying jobs in factories. They worked as long 

as 16 hours a day. Their jobs were dangerous because 

the machinery had few safeguards against accidents. 

Even children as young as six or seven years old were 

forced to work because wages were so low and families 

needed many incomes to survive. 

 

The labor union movement was born in response to 

these conditions. Unions gave workers a way to stand 

together and fight for safe machinery, better salaries and 

fair treatment. The first official Labor Day was cele-

brated in New York City in 1882. Peter J. McGuire, 

founder of the carpenters’ union, suggested Labor Day 

at a union meeting. In its early years, it was a day when 

workers called attention to their grievances. 

 

Eventually this day became a national holiday. Now La-

bor Day is celebrated in Canada on the same day as in 

the United States. Many other countries observe a day 

to honor workers on May 1. 

 

Several popes of the last hundred years have written 

encyclicals, which are teaching letters, to speak for the 

dignity and rights of workers. The American bishops 

have also issued a letter about work. It’s called Economic 

Justice for All. 
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CATERING FOR ALL OCCASIONS
14 Park Ave. • Park Ridge, NJ

(201) 391-4333 • Fax (201) 573-8878
www.MarcsDeli.com

OPEN 7 DAYS
Hrs: M-Sat 5am-9pm • Sun 10am-9pm

WE DELIVER

Tree Care & Much More!

201-573-9209
www.downestreeservice.com

Proudly serving 
the community 

since 1986

IRISH PUB & RESTAURANT

201.391.9356
Private Parties Catered

Serving Lunch & Dinner Seven Days a Week
Voted Bergen County’s Best Sports Bar

Kinderkamack Rd. & Grand Avenue / Montvale, NJ
www.daveyspub.com
Davey Family / Since 1974

201-343-6680
www.Losurdofoods.com
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219 Kinderkamack Road • Westwood, NJ 07675
201-664-0292

 Martin O. Seitz Jennifer Tapia Thomas G. Polito
 Manager Advanced Planning Director Director
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BECKER
FUNERAL HOME

Contact Jim Marcinkiewicz 
to place an ad today! 

jmarcinkiewicz@4LPi.com or 
(800) 477-4574 x6417


