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My dear brothers and sisters in 
Christ: 
To say the last ten days have been 
weird is an understatement.  Since 
the announcement of the suspension 
of public Masses on Monday, March 
16th, life around here has been weird, 
strange, awkward at times, confusing, 
and sad.  So much of what we do in-
volves people, and well, they are not 
around.   
The school is eerily 
empty, the majori-
ty of our parish 
staff is working 
from home except those deemed essen-
tial by the Archdiocese (I always think 
ALL our staff are essential but I get the 
need for such a determination), and it is 
just so strange around here.  Even Fen-
way is wondering where everybody is.  
He is probably bored just hanging out 
with Father Federico and me.   
The emptiness and quiet in fact causes in 
me a feeling of being uncomfortable.  
Don’t get me wrong: a little quiet time in 
life is fine!  We can actually all try to see 
these days as a retreat in the truest sense 
of the word, namely, a withdrawal to a quiet 
or secluded place.  We can use this time to 

catch up with friends via the telephone 
or some sort of social media.  We can 
reach out to family members we haven’t 
spoken with to check-in on them.  We 
can use this time to do some spiritual 
reading!  Dust off those Bibles, pick up 
the book we gave at Christmas Rediscover 
the Saints, or pick up that other book you 
have been procrastinating from reading.   
I would be lying if I didn’t say I am 

sad and that I have a 
feeling of a sense of 
loss.  Especially as 
the announcement 
was made this week 
that the Archdiocese 

has extended the cancellation of 
ALL Public Masses until April 30th!  
NO Masses for Palm Sunday, Holy 
Week, OR EASTER!  If you were to 
tell me when I was ordained that we 
would one day close our churches for 
an extended period of time to fight a 
virus, I would have thought you were 
nuts.  We never missed Mass growing 
up as a family, and I certainly could 
never have envisioned such a closure as 
being remotely possible, never mind 
necessary.  Yet here we are! 
Please know that while we cannot 

gather together in prayer in the 
church building, you can come by to 
pray before the Blessed Sacrament.  
Saint Bridget Church building is, once 
again, for now open every day from 
10AM until 12Noon.  Thank you to all 
those who donated more disinfectant 
chemicals to enable us to remain 
open.  Yes, these are limited hours but 
they need to be to ensure proper disin-
fecting of visited areas.  PLEASE 
NOTE…you are asked to enter and 
exit through the South Entrance of 
the Church building and you are 
asked to remain in that Side Chapel at 
this time.  IF you wish to light a candle 
before the Blessed Mother Statue 
PLEASE bring your own lighter!  If you 
come, please be sure to remain socially 
distant from any other parishioners who 
may be there praying at the same time. 
During this time it is our hope to re-
main “connected” with you.  Father 
Federico and I are attempting to stay 
“connected” with our parishioners to 
the best of our abilities by using the 
media tools we have available to us.  
See page 6 & 7 for details. 
Parish App…If you haven’t signed up 
for the Parish App yet please do so 
NOW!  It is a phenomenal source of 
information for the life and activity of 
our parish family and it offers resources 
helping us to grow in our faith as well.  
We are using this as another way to reach 
out to our parishioners during this time 
and to share information as it becomes 
available.  Details on how to get the App 
are on page 7. 
The Saint Bridget of Sweden Parish 
Website…www.stbridgetcheshire.org.  
This is the main source of communi-
cation for our Parish Family!  I am so 
grateful to our Office Staff who work so 
hard to keep the website up-to-date and 
a resource for our parish family.  Victoria 
has made it easy for those not on Face-
book to see our LIVE posts each day.  
Scroll to the bottom of the website 
homepage and click on the 
@stbridgetofswedenparish link which is 
just below the words “Live at 1PM Every 
Day.” 
Zoom, Google Meet, Google 
Hangouts, GoToMeeting, Skype, 
FreeConferenceUberConference, 
Facetime, and Facebook Live…a few 
weeks ago many of these resources were 
hardly a mention to the majority of us in 
our day-to-day life, and now we cannot 
go a day without them!  Even the Arch-
diocese held a Zoom Meeting for all Pas-
tors this past week.  The faculty of St.  

Letter from the Pastor 
The Reverend Jeffrey V. Romans, KCHS 

Extension of Closures and Cancellations 
in the Archdiocese of Hartford 

March 24, 2020 
 

In light of continued uncertainty regarding the extent and duration of 
the coronavirus in the state of Connecticut and throughout the Arch-
diocese of Hartford, the cancellation of public Masses and liturgies in 
the churches of the Archdiocese (the counties of Hartford, Litchfield, 
and New Haven) that was originally mandated through April 3, 2020, 
will now extend through April 30, 2020. This includes the liturgies of 
Holy Week and Easter. Parishes will be advised in the coming days 
regarding what spiritual opportunities can be offered to their people 
during this most holy season of the liturgical year.  

Priests will continue to celebrate a daily Mass alone with no congregation, remembering in 
prayer all who are affected by the pandemic, and parishes should continue to make provi-
sion for their churches to be open at some time so that individuals can still come and pray.  
With regards to archdiocesan and parish schools, the Archdiocese of Hartford will continue 
to follow the decisions made by the state of Connecticut for its public schools, which cur-
rently remain closed.  
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Bridget School gather each morning via 
Zoom now, at first we used Google 
Meet, for morning prayer together before 
they head off to their “new classrooms” 
to begin their daily instruction of our 
students.  It is amazing to see what is 
happening with the tools of today being 
utilized to best meet our daily needs to 
communicate and continue moving for-
ward whether it is the parish, the school, 
or just to see friends! 
One of my hopes these days is that 
during this time when we are not being 
able to come together to celebrate the 
Eucharist in our churches, a stronger 
desire, respect, and yearning will develop 
in our hearts for the gift of the Eucharist!  
One of my friends on Facetime Wednes-
day night said to me, “I need the Eucha-
rist at least once a week like I need my 
coffee in the morning, like my medica-
tions, like water.”  She went on to tell me 
how difficult this has been for her.  It has 
only been one weekend since her diocese 
cancelled public Masses, like here, but 
she is yearning for the Lord.  She also 
shared that she is joining us, as often as 
possible, for our 1PM LIVE posts but it 
is just not the same as receiving the Eu-
charist. 
I suggested to her that while the Eucha-
rist is the clearest place to encounter Je-
sus and receive His Body, it is not the 
only place.  Open the Scriptures and en-
counter Jesus in His Word.  A side note 
here…many Catholic publishers like 
Give Us This Day and Magnificat are 
providing free access to their materi-
als during the duration of this crisis if 
you are interested.  I also suggested to 
her that in this time, she is still in Lent 
too, and that her acts of prayer, fasting, 
and almsgiving will not go unknown.  We 
then spoke about Matthew 25 and the 
great words of Jesus “Whatever you did 
for one of these least brothers of mine, 
you did for me.”  Then we discussed 
some ways she can fulfill this call in her 
area without leaving her home! 
This Lent, we are being forced into a 
strange sort of fasting from the body of 
Christ in our assemblies and in the Eu-

charist.  We might notice the hunger, 
the absence that comes from this fast, 
as my friend did, so as to appreciate it 
yet more deeply when, in Easter joy, we 
are able to receive the body of Christ in 
these ways again.  
Fasting now may help us appreciate 
Christ’s presence in the Eucharist and 
in the assemblies that celebrate it more 
clearly after this too has passed.  It may 
not happen on the “official” date of 
Easter, but the lesson of the rhythms of 
our church is that Easter joy and feast 
follows Lenten sacrifice and fast. 
Today is the Fifth Sunday of Lent.  
Today Jesus confronts a terrible reality - 
death, the death of a friend named Laza-
rus.  The prophet Isaiah says death is 
"the veil that veils all peoples, the web 
that is woven over all nations." (25:7)  
Do we fear death?  I don't sense that 
most people do.  I think C.S. Lewis got it 
right.  He used this quote: "I am not so 
much afraid of death as ashamed of it."  
We feel a disgust for death.  We can see 
that shame or repulsion in our response 
to the coronavirus.  The people of our 
country and most nations are making 
extraordinary sacrifices to prevent the 
death of others.  The repugnance for 
death has caused people to adopt an 
"abundance of caution".  Otherwise, we 
are told, a person could be responsible 
for someone else's sickness and death.   

Jesus himself felt strong emotions in the 
face of death.  When he stood before the 
grave of his friend, Lazarus, he wept.  
When his own horrific death ap-
proached, he begged the Father to take 
that chalice from him.  Jesus fought 
against death by curing people who suf-
fered grave illness.  The Gospels also 
record three instances of Jesus bringing 
the dead back to life.  He did it as a sign 
of greater things to come. 
First and foremost, Jesus wants to rescue 
us from spiritual death.  Bishop Barron 
writes that each of us "to a degree, is 
spiritually dead.  Maybe you're like Laza-
rus - four days in your tomb.  Maybe you 
feel there is just no hope for the likes of 
you…I don't care how dead you are.  
The voice of Jesus can pull you out of 
the tomb." 

Yes, Jesus wants to rescue us from spir-
itual death.  But he wants something 
more.  What finally matters is your rela-
tionship to him.  As he tells Martha: "I 
am the resurrection and the life; whoever 
believes in me, even if he dies, will live, 
and everyone who lives and believes in 
me will never die."  Jesus tells us that 
true life, eternal life, is nothing more and 
nothing less than a personal relationship 
to him.  Isn’t now a great time to 
strengthen that relationship? 
As I said last week, I would be remiss 
if, as your Pastor, I didn’t remind you 
that we NEED YOUR HELP!  I am 
talking about something no priest 
likes to bring up, especially in a time 
of facing a pandemic, but we need 
your financial support!  What weighs 
heavy on my mind these days is how are 
we going to make ends meet if this time 
of closure is a longer than expected peri-
od of time?  How can we pay the bills 
without the weekend collection?   
There are still bills to be paid I assure 
you—lights, gas, payroll, insurance, etc.
—so I beg every family to support your 
Parish Family during this time.  Please 
see page 4 for ways you can give to your 
Parish.  Thank you to the many who sent in 
their envelopes these past few days.  Your gener-
osity makes a real difference! 
Please find in the pages of this bulle-
tin activities, prayers, and sugges-
tions for you and your family during 
this time of unrest.  I have asked the 
Pastoral Staff to offer you materials to 
assist you in growing together in faith.  I 
hope you find these resources helpful.  
In this time without the usual rush to 
places to be and things to do, read to-
gether, pray together, and grow together 
in faith, hope, and love! 
FINALLY, PLEASE BE SURE TO 
PRAY!  Utilize this time, as individuals 
and as families, to pray for an end to the 
spreading of Coronavirus.   
As always, remember to pray for our 
parish family and ask God’s blessings 
upon us all in this time of pandemic.  
With the gracious intercession of Saint 
Bridget of Sweden, our Patroness, may 
we be united with one another in prayer! 
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SAINT BRIDGET OF SWEDEN PARISH—WHERE CHRIST IS OUR LIGHT 
 

Rectory ........................................................................... 203-272-3531 
Fax .................................................................................. 203-271-3356 
Email .................................................... rectory@stbridgetcheshire.org 
Bulle n Submissions ............................. office@stbridgetcheshire.org 
Social Media ......................... communica ons@stbridgetcheshire.org 
Mailing Address .......................... 175 Main Street, Cheshire, CT 06410 

S . B"#$%&  C'(")' 
175 Main Street, Cheshire, CT 

S . T'*+-/ B&)0&  C'(")' 
435 North Brooksvale Road, Cheshire, CT 

The Reverend Jeffrey V. Romans, KCHS, Pastor 
The Reverend Anthony J. Federico, III, Parochial Vicar 

Pastoral Staff 
Mr. Paul Iadarola, Deacon ● Dr. Richard Wilber, Deacon 

Sister Patricia Cigrand, A.S.C.J., Pastoral Associate 
Mrs. Julia Atwood, Music Director 

Mrs. Donna Yatcko, Religious Education Director 
Mr. Regis O’Neill, Youth Minister 

Mrs. Marilú Rochefort, Saint Bridget School Interim Principal 
Ms. Margaret Sheehy, Associate Principal 

Mrs. Judith Rowinski, Saint Bridget School Assistant Principal 
Parish Trustees 

Mr. Mark Izzo ● Mrs. Candace Nesbit 
Parish Staff 

Mrs. Madelyn Banti, Admin Asst 
Mrs. Mary Beth Chamberlain, Admin Asst 

Miss Victoria Clarizio, Admin Asst for Comm 
Mr. Anthony Ginnetti, Sacristan 

Our collection for the week of March 22nd 

Mailed-in Offertory .................... $2,655.00 
Online Offertory .......................... $3,221.92 

Thank you for your kind generosity! 

GIVE ONLINE! 
Sign-up for our Online Giving Program by clicking the “Give Online” link on our website or use the QR code below. 
Dona ons can be made directly from your checking account or by using any major credit card - 
so you can earn "points" while giving!  You can schedule weekly or monthly dona ons or a one
- me dona on.  Donate for Weekly Offertory, Holy Days, Special Collec ons and more!  
Your bank or credit card informa on is stored on secure servers contained behind firewalls 
and other defense systems to prevent unauthorized access. Parish staff cannot access your 
account informa on.  
Want to learn more about Online Giving? Visit our website at www.stbridgetcheshire.org and 
click the Donate bu'on in the menu on our homepage or contact WeShare Customer Service 
at 800-950-9952 (press #3 and then press #2) or e-mail WeShare Customer Service  at 
weshare@4lpi.com 
New or exis ng Online Giving users can also find support at h'ps://www.4lpi.com/my-account/donor-support  

H ! c#$ I %&'p() *+ P#,i-. /&,0n1 23i4 5067? 
MAIL IT IN! 

Mail your offertory dona on to 175 Main 
St., Cheshire, CT 06410.  Please include 
your offertory envelope or your name, en-
velope number &/or address. 
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The Tabernacle candle at St. Bridget Church  
shines this week for  

Albert Hauser 
Requested by  His Family 

The Tabernacle candle at St. Thomas Becket Church  
shines this week for 

An End to the Spread of Coronavirus 

Per the directive of the Archbishop, there will be no weekend or weekday 
Masses in the churches of the Archdiocese of Hartford through April 30th.  
During this time, Father Romans and Father Federico will be celebrating 

daily Mass, privately, for the intentions designated for those Masses.  
 

Mass Intention  Requested by 
Saturday, March 28th 
9:00 a.m. SBC Charles Amodeo  Theresa Amodeo  
4:00 p.m. SBC Mary Anne Frenette  The Family  
5:00 p.m. STBC Helen Wempe  Pat Dalton  
Sunday, March 29th: Fifth Sunday of Lent 
7:30 a.m. SBC Leo Mirabelli  The Formica Family 
9:00 a.m. SBC Thomas Kenny & Claire The Family 
 Kenny  
10:00 a.m. STBC Helen Wempe  Richard & Ann Wilber 
11:00 a.m. SBC Lauren Rose Hughes  Rita Hughes 
4:00 p.m. SBC Roger Hall—8th Anniv. His Wife, Irene 
Monday, March 30th 
7:00 a.m. SBC Edmund & Stella   The Romero Family 
 Medeiros 
9:00 a.m. SBC Charles & Catherine  Joan & Tony Ginnetti 
 Hobson  
Tuesday, March 31st 
7:00 a.m. SBC The People of St. Bridget of Sweden Parish 
Wednesday, April 1st 
7:00 a.m. SBC In Living Prayer for Abigail D’Souza  
9:00 a.m. SBC John & Hannah O’Connor Peter & Mary Mongillo 
Thursday, April 2nd 
7:00 a.m. SBC Rebecca Timlan-Scalera Don & Ellen Ciampi 
Friday, April 3rd 
7:00 a.m. SBC Phyllis Tarini  Sandra & Vin Fuoco 
9:00 a.m. SBC Lisa Loren Zana  The Mathews Family  
Saturday, April 4th 
9:00 a.m. SBC Joe O’Reilly  The Haensel Family  
4:00 p.m. SBC Charles Milot—27th  His Family 
 Anniversary  
5:00 p.m. STBC Mary & Frank D’Amato Family  
Sunday, April 5th, Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord 
7:30 a.m. SBC Peter & Lucille and   Family 
 Matthew Fitzsimmons 
9:00 a.m. SBC Julius Zembruski  Wife & Family  
10:00 a.m. STBC Marie Raney, Sister of  Lucia & Eva Hengstmann 
 Betty Fay 
11:00 a.m. SBC The Men Aboard the Invasion Fleet Off the Coast of 
 Okinawa, Easter Sunday Morning, April 1, 1945 
4:00 p.m. SBC John Carney—10th Anniv His Wife & Children 

March for Life - Hartford which 
was scheduled for April 15th has 

been cancelled in accordance with 
the Governor’s Executive Order #7. 

The St. Bridget of Sweden Prayer Line 
Ministry is available for all those in need 
of prayer and support.  We also welcome 
anyone interested in becoming part of 
the Prayer Ministry.   We know that life is 
hectic.  You want to volunteer, but are 
not sure how.   This ministry is some-
thing that you can do from your house, 
your office, or in the car.   All we ask is 
that you pray with us to lift up the specific 
intentions submitted.  Prayer requests 
and requests to join the ministry can be 
submitted online through our parish web-
site or via email to: 

StBridgetPrayerLine@gmail.com. 
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Eucharistic Adoration can 
be viewed live on 
Facebook at 1pm 

on Tuesday & Thursday 

FaceBook Live Services—Tune in every day at 1PM at 
h'ps://www.facebook.com/pg/stbridgetofswedenparish/videos/  

or go to our website at h'ps://www.stbridgetcheshire.org/  and scroll to the bottom of the home page click 

on the @stbridgetofswedenparish link which is just below the words “Live at 1PM Every Day.”  

The readings of the day 
can be found on  

h'p://www.usccb.org/  

Stay Connected! 
Our “brick-and-mortar” buildings may be closed for services but 
we still have a lot going on to keep us all connected to each other 
and our faith! 

Missed it live?  No problem! You can view all videos posted to Facebook at 
h'ps://www.facebook.com/pg/stbridgetofswedenparish/videos/  

Stations of the Cross 
can be viewed live on 

Facebook at 1pm 
on Friday   

Mass can be viewed live on 
Facebook at 1pm on Sunday  

Drive-thru CONFESSIONS available every 
Monday during Lent from 7:30-8:30am 
and on Saturday at 3:00pm un l heard.  

Drive up to the St. Bridget School 
entrance and a priest will come out 

to hear your confession. 

The television Mass is simulcast everyday at 10:00 a.m. 
on WCCT-TV WB20 and WCTX-TV MyTV9.  It can also be 
seen Saturday and Sunday at 5:00 a.m. on WCCT-TV. 

It can also be viewed online at 
h'ps://www.ortv.org/streaming/streaming.htm  

Join us for the 
Chaplet of Divine 

Mercy live on 
Facebook at 1pm 

on Monday 

Join us for the 
Rosary live on 

Facebook at 1pm 
on Wednesday 

“Coffee & Catchup” with 
Fr. Romans & Fr. Federico 
live on Facebook at 1pm 

on Saturday 
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MyParish App…If you haven’t signed up for the Parish App yet please do so NOW!   
Text APP to phone number 88202.  You will receive a link, click on it, 
open it in the store, download, search, and enter St. Bridget of Sweden 
and then click get started!  Or use the QR code here to download the 
app. 

It is that easy!  It is a phenomenal source of informa on for the life and ac vity of our 
parish family and it offers resources to help us to grow in our faith as well.  We are us-
ing this as another way to reach out to our parishioners during this  me and to share 
informa on as it becomes available.  SIGN-UP TODAY!  

Did you know that you can get the weekly bulletin right to your email inbox? 
If you would like to subscribe, click the "Subscribe to Bulletins" button on the 
"Bulletin" page of the Parish website. h'ps://www.stbridgetcheshire.org/bulle n  
Or scan the QR code here. 
This will take you to a screen where you can fill in your email and name. 

Stay Informed! 
We have many ways in which you can stay connected and 
informed about what’s happening in our parish and beyond! 

Follow us on Facebook to stay in-
formed and up-to-date on events, 
participate in live streaming services, 
and, of course, watch the daily Len-

ten reflections video series! During this time we are 
continuing our usual #beyondthebulletin on Tuesday 
mornings and #catholicconversations on Thursday 
mornings.  We also post a picture of Father’s dog Fen-
way every Friday helping out around the parish and 
school called #fenwayfriday!  Check out our page!   

To follow us, go to: 

h'ps://www.facebook.com/stbridgetofswedenparish/  
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Holy Virgin of Guadalupe,  
Queen of the Angels and Mother of the 
Americas. 
We fly to you today as your beloved 
children. 
We ask you to intercede for us with 
your Son, as you did at the wedding in 
Cana. 
Pray for us, loving Mother, 
and gain for our nation and world, 
and for all our families and loved ones, 
the protection of your holy angels, 
that we may be spared the worst of this illness. 
For those already afflicted, 
we ask you to obtain the grace of healing and deliverance. 
Hear the cries of those who are vulnerable and fearful, 
wipe away their tears and help them to trust. 
In this time of trial and testing, 
teach all of us in the Church to love one another and to be pa-
tient and kind. 
Help us to bring the peace of Jesus to our land and to our hearts. 
We come to you with confidence, 
knowing that you truly are our compassionate mother, 
health of the sick and cause of our joy. 
Shelter us under the mantle of your protection, 
keep us in the embrace of your arms, 
help us always to know the love of your Son, Jesus. Amen. 

 
Our Sunday Visitor 
Take Out Magazine 

for March 
h'ps://bit.ly/3bjvYjG 

Today is the Fi"h Sunday of Lent 
The readings for today can be found at h'p://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/032920.cfm 

John 11:1-45: 
When Mary and Martha’s brother, Lazarus, died, Jesus came to be with them. He cried with them 
and prayed with them. He then gave them a message of hope: “I am the resurrection and the life” 
and brought Lazarus back to life. 
- Think of someone in your family who has died. What do you remember about them? What did 

you learn from them? 
- Send a message of hope to someone who is sick or sad. 
- Do you know someone who is lonely because a loved one has died? Call or FaceTime them or 

send them a card. 

For useful background and other ac vi es to be'er understand the readings, go to h'ps://bit.ly/2wtQBey 

Hey kids! Check out these links to activities 
about this Sunday’s readings: 

Raising Lazarus Worksheet 
https://bit.ly/3bjvES0 

Coloring Page for 5th Sunday of Lent 
https://bit.ly/33KQ5Vr 

Mass Worksheet for 5th Sunday of Lent 
https://bit.ly/3dpRAgt 

Crossword Puzzle for 5th Sunday of Lent 
https://bit.ly/2UixCfP 

What do pretzels have to do with Lent? 
See the next page to find out! 

Resources, activities, and 
faith-filled inspiration for 

parents and children 

Family Pages 
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Lenten Pretzels 
When early Christians would pray, they would cross their arms and 
touch each shoulder with the opposite hand. They also fasted very 
strictly during lent, making their bread with only water, flour, and 
salt. A monk shaped this in the form of praying arms for children, 
and the pretzel was born!  

Soft Pretzel Recipe 
Ingredients 
1 package yeast 
1 1/2 cups warm water 
1 tablespoon sugar 
1 tablespoon salt 
4 cups flour 
1 egg (optional) 
Directions 
Mix your yeast, water, sugar, and salt in a large 
bowl.  
Stir in the flour, and knead until the dough is 
smooth. 
Shape into the form of arms crossed in prayer 
and place it on a baking sheet. 
Brush the dough with a beaten egg to give it a 
shiny finish (optional). 
Sprinkle the top with salt, and bake in an oven 
preheated to 425 degrees for 15 minutes.  

Family Pages 
Resources, activities, and faith-filled inspiration for parents and children 

Did you know you can send your Guardian Angel to Holy 
Mass to pray for you?  
When we tell most parents this, they are shocked they had not 
heard of this beautiful practice earlier!  
And children are inspired with wonder when they think of it: All 
the Heavenly Host of angels there at Holy Mass–and one of 
them could be joyfully there on their behalf! 

Many years ago, there was a woman 
named Ruth Merz who was diagnosed 
with cancer. Unable to attend daily 
Mass, she wrote a prayer asking her 
Guardian Angel to go to pray at Mass 
in her place. 
This is a beautiful practice to share 
with your children. Our Guardian An-
gels are sent by God to protect and 
help us, so they are overjoyed when 
we invite them to the most wonderful 
event of every day around the world, 
the Holy Mass! 
Here is Ruth’s prayer and a coloring 
page printout: 
https://bit.ly/3bsdVYU 

What can I do about Coronavirus? 
h'ps://bit.ly/3a3jD3b 

Find the prayer you need Flowchart 
h'ps://bit.ly/395j1bT 

Ten Tips for Teaching Religion Lessons to Your Kids 
h'ps://bit.ly/2UC5yTN 

A Message Worth Repea ng 
h'ps://bit.ly/2WCab2R 

How to Handwash Catholic Style! 
h'ps://www.cathdal.org/handwash  
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St. Bridget School 
Update  

Interim Principal:  Mrs. Marilú Rochefort 
Associate Principal:  Ms. Margaret Sheehy 
Asst. Principal of Student Life & Ministry: 

Mrs. Judy Rowinski 

Enrollment at SBS 
We are now accep ng applica ons for the 2020-
2021 year.   We offer before & a;ercare, a full 
and part  me Pre K program, Registered Catholic 
and Sibling Grants, and much more.  For more 
informa on please contact our Admissions Direc-
tor, Chris na Cummings at 203-272-5860 or 
ccummings@stbridgetschool.org.  

Just a few more days le!!  All vo#ng is done online! 

Remote Learning at SBS 
The building might be closed, but our students are 
busy!  Teachers are using Google Classroom, Class 
Dojo, and other pla<orms for remote learn-
ing.   Every teacher provides daily communica on 
with their students to ensure instruc on con nues 
through daily posts, video lessons, tutorials and 
even extra help sessions.  Our Interven on Teacher, 
Mrs. Burns, is also providing support to students 
she works with, along with our Enrichment teach-
ers, who are providing addi onal ac vi es and 
learning in their respec ve areas. St. Bridget School 
con nues to teach the whole child during this new 
style of learning! 
Administra on and Teachers are working closely 
and reassessing expecta ons as they go, to ensure 
families are able to understand the instruc on and 
assignments.  We are so very proud of our families, 
students and teachers as we embark on this new 
adventure!  

SBS seventh grader Caelyn McMahon-Egan helped 
the USNBA Elite Academy seventh grade basketball 
team win the eighth grade division of the Junior 
Cel cs Tournament! Please help us congratulate 
Caelyn and her team! 
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Office of Religious Education 
Monday – Friday  8:30 am to 1:30 

pm Donna Yatcko, DRE 
dyatcko@stbridgetschool.org               

203.272.6504 

 

At the present #me all Religious 
Educa#on classes have been sus-

pended un#l further no#ce.  Please 
watch your emails as we will be 
sending work for the children to 
complete so that when we are 

back in session they will not have 
lost any ground. 

Verse of the Week 
Proverbs 3:5-6  
“Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not 
on your own understanding; in all your ways submit 
to Him, and He will make your paths straight.”  

Youth Ministry 
Regis O’Neill, Youth Minister roneill@stbridgetcheshire.org 

Saint of the Week 
St. Francis of Paola  
Feast Day: April 2nd  
Bio: St. Francis of Paola was a man who wouldn’t have minded a quarantine one bit. In 
fact, he was a hermit! Born in 1416, Francis went on a pilgrimage to Rome and Assisi as 
a teenager and soon began a life of contemplative prayer in a cave near Paola. His way of 
life attracted followers, and thus began the Hermits of St. Francis of Assisi (later renamed 
the Minims, to show their minority). Francis encouraged the Minims to practice constant 
humility, even imposing a vow of perpetual Lenten fast on them. While he and his order 
were reclusive, he often spoke out against corrupt rulers in Europe where he found them. 
He died in 1507. Saint Francis of Paola, pray for us!  
Patron Saint of: Sailors 

Upcoming Events 
The Archdiocese of Hartford has suspended all pub-
lic masses until April 3rd. In compliance with this, we 
have suspended NGD meetings for the time being 
as well. As soon as we receive word that it is safe to 
hold meetings and events again, we will let you 
know.  

Apologetics 101:  Offering It Up 
· We have all heard the phrase “offer it up to God.”  What does it mean? And how do you do it? 
· Imagine there is a Bank of Heaven.  We can make deposits and withdrawals from it.  The currency that we use is 

our suffering.   
- When a person heroically and pa ently accepts the sufferings of life and death and offers them to God as 

a sacrifice, a deposit is made.  
- Then, the Banks of Heaven are opened and the person can make a withdrawal for whatever situa on on 

earth that they want fixed.   
· The reason for this is not because God wants us to suffer; it is because God is looking for people with heroic faith 

who can experience suffering and s ll believe that His perfect plan is unfolding all around us.   
- This is the key – we must use our will (the part of us which makes decisions and choices) not our emo-

#ons to offer up the sufferings. 
· The best example of this is Jesus accep ng His death on the Cross. 
· This is what Saint Paul means when he says that we are to “fill up what is lacking in the sufferings of 

Christ.” (Colossians 1:24) 
- God actually allows us to par cipate in the redemp on of the world by joining our sufferings to the suffer-

ing of Christ on the Cross.   
Þ So, for Chris ans suffering isn’t meaningless.  It has tremendous power, the power to change the 

world, the power to bring conversions and healings. 
· We will have plenty of opportuni es during these difficult days to make deposits and withdrawals from the Bank 

of Heaven – what will you offer up? 
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Ask Father 
Dear Father:  What is the best explana#on for how an all-powerful and loving God can allow bad/tragic 
things to happen to good people?  
Dear friend in Christ,  
How appropriate that this ques on comes up during the current situa on we find ourselves in.   
First, let’s scratch off your last three words – to good people. Jesus said “Why do you call me ‘good?’ No one is 
good but God alone” (Mark 10:18).  There is a lie that most people believe about themselves – I haven’t killed 
anyone so I’m a good person.  Basically, they assure themselves that they are OK because there are some peo-
ple who are worse than them.  All of us are sinners who need a Savior.   If Jesus, who was perfect and sinless, 
recoiled at the idea of being labelled “a good person,” we should too.   
Second, the best way to answer this ques on is to ask God about it.  Have you prayed about this? 
Third, it’s good to be upset about evil.  This means our conscience is working. 
OK, here we go.  Evil and suffering are not part of God’s plan.  God’s plan is always life, hope, love, victory and 
power.  This is called God’s perfect will (what He causes).   
God can’t give what He doesn’t have.  God can’t give sickness because God is life itself.  So we shouldn’t say 
things like “God caused that awful thing to happen to her.  It’s just part of His plan for her life.”  Evil is not part 
of God’s plan.  God never causes evil yet He some mes permits it.  This is called God’s permissive will (what 
He allows).   
God uses evil to bring an even greater good in the situa on than there was before (Romans 5:20, Romans 
8:28).  Most people mistake the concept of “God’s power” for “God’s power to do what I think is best.”  We 
don’t see the en re picture of what God is doing with evil – even if we are jus fiably shocked and hurt by the 
consequences of it in our lives.  The best example of this is the Crucifixion of Jesus. 
The reason why evil and suffering take place in the world is because human beings have freedom.  God could 
have created us to be robots who worship Him perfectly and never make mistakes, but He didn’t.  You can’t 
force someone to love you.  He gave us complete freedom – the freedom to choose to love Him or the free-
dom to reject Him.  When human beings abuse that freedom it’s called sin and it has consequences which 
hurt everyone.  God priori zes our freedom more than our comfort! We should think about how important 
this is and how much abusing our freedom contributes to the suffering of the world. 
For more on this important subject, watch Fr. Mike Schmitz’s YouTube video “Why Does God Let Bad Things 
Happen?” or read Making Sense out of Suffering by Peter Kree;.  You can also check out sec ons 309-314 of 
The Catechism. 

“You weren’t a decent man and you didn’t do your best.  None of us were and 
none of us did.” – C.S. Lewis  
“If there were a be'er way than suffering, Jesus would have shown us it by 
His life.” – The Imita on of Christ 

203-699-9226 
175 Sandbank Road, Cheshire, CT 

Thank you for your continued generosity with donations to the 
Cheshire Community Food Pantry.  We gratefully accept any dona-
tions, but this week we have a particular need for:   
 -heatable meals (mac-n-cheese, Chef Boyardee) 
 -jar sauce  
 -fruit cups 
 -soup (non-chicken varieties) 

Please note that the Food Pantry: 
- Cannot accept expired or opened items 
- Cannot use large industrial canned goods 
- Can accept perishable goods only during Pantry hours 
- Hours are M-W-F 9:00am-12:15pm; T-Th 3:00pm-6:15pm 
- Monetary donations should be sent to:  Cheshire Community 

Food Pantry, P.O. Box 457, Cheshire, CT  06410.   

Thank you for your continued support of the Cheshire Community Food Pantry and for helping 
our fellow neighbors! 
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Captain Cassandra Andrea  USAF 
Captain J. Michael Andrea  USAF 

SRA Garrett Barboza, USAF 
Major David B. Beale, US Army 
Specialist Alan Bell, US Army 

Petty Officer 2nd Class Michael Betts, US Navy 
Lieutenant Kevin Briskin, US Army 
ENS Michelle Browning, US Navy 

Sergeant Brian Caouette  
Captain Leslie Ann Capuano, USMC 

Lieutenant Hollis Ann Capuano, US Navy 
Seaman Apprentice Robert Carrano, US Coast Guard 

Private Jack Cavanaugh, US Army 
Tech Sergeant Edward J. Clark, Jr, USAF 

SRA Aaron Desjardins, USAF 
Specialist John Fadus, US Army 

STS-1 Jake Ford, US Navy 
PFC Owen C. Fowler, USMC 

Private Dominic Anthony Giampietro, US Army 
Private Alyza Hernandez, USMC  

Petty Officer 2nd Class Martin Houston, US Navy 
Cdr. Thomas A. Ianucci, USN, Chaplain 

SRA Ryan Jones, USAF 
Petty Officer 3rd Class Neil P. Kenefick, US Navy 

Ryan Kiernan, US Navy 
AWO2 Kyle (DeVylder) Kohl, US Navy 
Lieutenant Jared Korn, US Coast Guard 

Sergeant Gregory J. Kowalski, USMC 
Airman First Class Benjamin M. LeClerc, USAF 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

MA2 Tiana Lefebre, US Navy 
Petty Officer 2nd Class Brian McGrath, US Navy 

ENS Derek Molkenbuhr, US Navy 
LT Marisa Molkenbuhr, US Navy 

LTJG Trevor Molkenbuhr, US Navy 
Senior Chief Petty Officer Pasquale Moreland, US Navy 

Corporal Ginamarie Mazzucco, USMC 
Lance Corporal Kathryn Mazzucco, USMC 
Airman First Class Anthony Nero, USAF 

Lt. Christopher Nguyen, US Army 
Specialist Eric Normand, US Army 

Chaplain Philip O’Neill, USAF 
Captain Denis L. O’Reilly, USMC 

Specialist Christopher Paier, US Army Natl. Guard 
Private Matthew Planinshek, USMC  
LTJG Jake Patrick Reid, US Navy 
Private Quianna Rios, US Army 

Petty Officer First Class Matthew J. Sansone, US Navy 
Captain Ryan Satterfield, US Marine Corps 

1st Lt. Jack David Senft, US Army 
SRA Myron Simpson, USAF 

Private 1st Class Kevin Stevens, US Army 
Captain Alexander James Topitzer, US Army  

Captain Matthew Neil Topitzer, US Army 
Captain Ryan Van Wie, US Army 

Private 1st Class Connor Valinsky, US Army 
Senior Airman Joe Villano USAF  

Corporal Bernard Vitti, Jr., Marine Corps 
LCpl. Matthew Voelker, USMC 
Airman Mark Zajac, Jr., USAF 

 
 

If you have a name to place on our U.S. Military prayer list, please contact Mary Beth in the Rectory at 203-272-3531 or  
office@stbridgetcheshire.org with the names of family & friends who are on active duty.  Please provide name and 

branch of service.  In this way, our whole parish community can help bring them home safely by our prayers. 

Our U.S. Military Prayer List 

Yeah, us too! 
Our Headquarters, the Supreme Council in New Haven (our worldwide Headquarters) has recom-
mended that our day to day activities be changed to non-face to face activity for the foreseeable fu-
ture. This is particularly challenging for us and our brother Councils in that we all have a member 
here and there who don't even have an email address yet. Not that we're a bunch of old guys (excuse 
me while I take a nap) but some people eschew technology altogether.  

To comply with this obviously necessary recommendation we have cancelled our upcoming Pancake Breakfast sched-
uled for March 29th and I'm busy trying to figure out how to hold our monthly meeting on April 14th. Conference call 
with 25 guys? Our first Webinar? CHS football field with participants five yards apart from each other? Who knows? 
In any event, Santa Fe Council 2978 of the Knights of Columbus, Cheshire CT is, at this moment, virus free - as I hope 
all reading this are as well. We may have to curtail face to face activity but we won't lie down and take a nap either. 
Here's wishing you a virus-free week and beyond. We'll pray for you, you pray for us. 

Ron 

KNIGHTS KORNER Grand Knight, Ron Painchaud 
ron12pain@gmail.com 

In addi on to the military, please keep in your prayers the sick and their families; the health care workers and those 
who help them; the authori es, law enforcement agencies and volunteers; and  the leaders of our communi es. 
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A Hilzinger 
Family Enterprise
203-250-1515

Fax 203-271-1865
243 Blacks Road • Cheshire

www.blacksroadselfstorage.com

NOLAN’S 
HAMDEN MONUMENT CO.
323 Washington Ave., Hamden 

(Opposite Knights of Columbus Hall)

203-288-8486 | 1-800-852-8865 
Fax 203-287-1593 

John R. Nolan  |  Michael F. Nolan

All the Assistance You Need to Stay at Home

• Companions, PCA’s & Live In’s
• Nursing & Therapy

• Home Modifications
• Respite Services.

(203) 773-1201 • (877) 302-2323 Statewide
www.keepmehome.com

“Hablamos 
Espanol”

State Wide Services

203-974-2226   
1410 Highland Ave 
Cheshire, CT

Call Ahead or  
Made-to-Order

Fish Fry Fridays During Lent!

perfectly-prepared.com

Need Care? We Care.

(203)238-1441     www.FranciscanHC.org

SERVICES INCLUDE:
Skilled Nursing • Hospice Care

Physical, Speech and Occupational Therapy
Medical Social Services 

Home Health Aide Services

Franciscan Home Care and Hospice Care

Condolentium
A New Concept for Cremations for All Generations

 • Relieve your family from the costs of multiple 
  plots, caskets, etc.
 • Fulfill the Church’s edict not to ‘scatter’ ashes
 • One cemetery plot is all you need
 • A secure resting place for up to 20 urns
 • Solid Granite engravable surface for names,
  symbols, family crests, etc.
 • Newly patented concept offering accessibility
  and security
 • Environmentally sound compared to traditional 
  burials
 • Made to order - U.S.A. designed and built

 203-988-3205
 YourNestLLC@gmail.com
 www.Facebook.com/Condolentium

TREE SERVICE  
& LANDSCAPING LLC

Your Local
INJURY 

LAWYERS
97 Main Street 

Cheshire, CT 06410
203-272-4844

The Catholic Cemeteries Association of the 
Archdiocese of Hartford, Inc.

Advanced Planning of your Cemetery needs is a loving gift that relieves your family of 

a difficult decision in the midst of their grief. Whether a Traditional Grave, 

Mausoleum, or Cremation, let our caring team of Family Service

 Advisors help you choose your cemetery needs.
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 203-271-0222
 1157 Highland Avenue • Suite 105 • Cheshire 
www.hoynesfinancial.com • Rob Hoynes, ChFC® 

Robert P. Hoynes offers securities and advisory services through SagePoint 
Financial, Inc., member FINRA/SIPC. Insurance services offered through 
Hoynes Financial Group which is not affiliated with SagePoint Financial

We hope you’ll join us this summer
Ages 3-15 • Open House April 26th 1-4pm

43 Candee Rd., Prospect, CT 06712
holidayhilldaycamp.com

 Full Service Garden Center & Florist
 Open Year Round 
 203-272-3228

Indoor Plants • Gift Items • Landscape Plants • Trees • Tropicals
www.CheshireNursery.com • 1317 South Main St., Cheshire

WASTE SYSTEMS
REFUSE & RECYCLING SERVICES

203-272-1992
WWW.AJWASTESYSTEMS.COM

A full service travel agency  
for all your travel needs

Candy Nesbit 203-271-0623
www.elitetravelct.com

445 West Main Street • Cheshire

Karen Brimberg
Realtor®

203-640-4401
karen.brimberg@raveis.com

 Alexander
 & Grenon
 chiropractic
 c e n t e r , p.c.

Dr. Jim Grenon • Dr. Dan Ruddy
203-272-4513 

420 South Main Street • Cheshire
www.CheshireChiropractor.com

Six Point Wealth Advisors 
A private wealth advisory 
practice of Ameriprise 
Financial Services, Inc.

860.426.9950 
100 Queen St. 
Southington, CT 06489 
sixpointwealthadvisors.com

Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc. 
Member FINRA and SIPC.

Providing Non-Medical In-Home Care 
Light Housekeeping, Cooking, Errands,

Hands On Care, 24 Hour Care
203-630-2881 • www.evertherecare.org

Keeping the Cheshire area 
warm for over 128 years.

203-248-2111
www.easternfuel.com

3552 Whitney Avenue
Hamden, CT 06518

2018128th

RN’s, LPN’s & Home Health Aides
Short/Long-Term Assignments • Specialty Services          

675 WEST JOHNSON AVE., CHESHIRE

203-250-1900 • allpointecare.com 

Care When  
& Where  

You Need It

Inviting parishioners of St. Bridget of Sweden to the

Out of the Shadows
Dinner and Silent Auction

April 28th, 5:30-9:00 at La Bella Vista
Contact Greg Nole to join a St. Bridget’s Table. $75pp

203-671-2419   gnole@snet.net

203-575-0388      www.safehavengw.org

 Animal Medical
 Care of CT, llc
 203-439-2597
 www.animalmedcare.com
490 Cornwall Ave. Ste. 5, Cheshire, CT

Dr’s Kristine Matz • Marjorie O’Neill
Luke Martin

WALLINGFORD 
FUNERAL HOME

809 North Main St. Ext. (203) 269 7777

YALESVILLE 
FUNERAL HOME

386 Main St. • (203) 269 2222
www.wallingfordfh.com

The Wedding of your Dreams
203-758-0096 mAriaBanquets.com

45 Murphy Road, Prospect, CT

WEDDING & BANQUET FACILITY

Contact Mary Hoffman to place an ad today! 
mhoffman@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6340

TM

New 
   Insight 

FAMILY EYECARE

Dr. Thomas DeLuca &  
Dr. Fabian Villacis
OPTOMETRISTS

Same Place As Always,  
Same Loving Care

203-758-4447
67 Waterbury Road, Prospect, CT  

www.newinsighteyecare.com
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Italian Restaurant and Pizza
Specializing in: Pizza • Italian Cuisine • Catering

529 West Main Street
Ph: (203) 272-7297 • Fax: (203) 272-0309

www.cheshirerossini.com
Ralph & Luigi Your Hosts

ACHIQ DESIGNS
Fine Jewelry • Repair 

Watch Batteries
1081 SOUTH MAIN STREET, CHESHIRE

203-250-9979 • ACHIQDESIGNS.COM

Your Neighborhood Automotive Shop

203-272-5518
AutoRepairCheshire.com

1451 HIGHLAND AVENUE • CHESHIRE

Lube, Oil & Filter
 $2195

must present coupon at drop off

(For most cars)
(Synthetic oil  
additional charge)

Brake Service
$50 OFF $20 OFF

must present coupon at drop off
4 Wheel Service 2 Wheel Service

G.C. ELECTRIC INC.
Commercial • Industrial • Residential

24 Hour Emergency Service
George Casner & Son

203-272-9521
Family owned and operated for 30 years.

Robert & George Casner
135 Commerce Court, Cheshire

The Largest 
Chevy Dealer in 

Connecticut!

203-272-1000
richardchevy.com

THE LAW OFFICES OF JOSEPH E. BOWMAN
(203) 272-5291 • 315 Highland Avenue • Cheshire

jbowman@jbowmanlaw.com • www.cheshireattorney.com

(860) 482-4456
82 Litchfield Street • Torrington
www.cookfuneralhomect.com

Timothy M. Cook, Owner/Director

Our New Chapel is open for 
services, along with Handicapped 

Accessible Comfort Rooms

McCormack Insurance Agency, Inc.
John McCormack 
PARISHIONER
ph: 203-720-0100 
fax: 203-723-7665
22 PARK PLACE, NAUGATUCK, CT 06770

www.mccormackinsurance.com

• Luxurious Accommodations
• Home-Style Cooking
• Medical Services on Site
• Supportive Care
• Assisted Living
• Affordable Rates

Call today for an appointment 

203-272-2901
Gracious Retirement Living in a Country Setting

www.marbridgeweb.com

The Sally Bowman Group
Sally Bowman Broker Associate

220 Old Towne Road
Cheshire CT 06410
203-272-2828 Office
203-687-8026 Cell
Email: sallybowman@bhhsne.com
thesallybowmangroup.bhhsneproperties.com

John J. Palmeri, CPA, LLM
Attorney at Law

www.palmerilaw.com
203-699-9132

john@palmerilaw.com

877-691-9115 
WWW.NELCONTOWING.COM

Towing and Recovery • Auto & Truck Repairs and Service

Saleem & 
Melanie

Gerry Rock
REALTOR
203-640-4849 cell
gerry.rock@cbmoves.com 
Parishioner

Proud to Serve St Bridget of Sweden Parish
96 Railroad Avenue, Cheshire

203-272-2237
www.countrylumber.com

CUSTOM HOMES
Additions • Commercial
Kitchens • Baths

203-272-4323
986 South Main Street 

Cheshire, CT 06410
www.ricciconstructiongroup.com

Ricci
Construction 

Group, Inc.

KITCHENS AND BATHS
by 

A Matter of Style
203-272-1337

986 South Main Street • Cheshire CT 06410
www.amskitchens.com         @amskitchens

Live in  
Care Givers Only 

Little Angels  
Home Care LLC

240 Myrtle St., Shelton • 203-278-1436
littleangelshomecare48@yahoo.com

LTC INSURANCE ACCEPTED • Reg #HCA0000732

cheshire
dental 
associates

Complete Family Dental Care
Cosmetic, Restorative & Implant Dentistry

Prompt Emergency Service
Jeffrey J. Bisson, D.M.D. • Dane B. Fletcher, D.M.D.

482 South Main Street, Cheshire

203-272-2729


