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Dear Friends in Christ: 

Have you driven by lately?  You 
might have noticed a scarecrow in 
our front yard!  St. Bridget School is 
happy to participate in the Cheshire 
Chamber of Commerce’s Scarecrow 
Contest.  
You prob-
ably have 
seen 
countless 
scarecrows 
popping 
up all over 
town but 
DON’T 
miss seeing 
ours.  Our 
students all 
participated.  Under the inspiration and 
direction of Sister Jeanne d’Arc 
Paquette, FSE, our Art Teacher, the 
students all wrote out prayer intentions 
for our Cheshire Community and our 
Pre-K students drew pictures of love 
which were used to stuff our scare-
crow.  Our scarecrow is a middle 
school student with a Pre-K student 
resting on its’ shoulder.  So when you 
see it know that the students of St. 
Bridget School are praying for you dai-
ly!  

Today is also the Annual Flu Clin-
ic…The Franciscan Home Care and 
Hospice Care will offer Flu Vaccina-
tions after all the Masses.  THIS WILL 

BE A DRIVE-
THRU FLU 
SHOT CLINIC.  
Please bring your 
insurance card, 

drive up to the Flu shot station which 
will be located in front of the school 
down near the field, wear your mask, 
and stay in your car! 

They will be on campus from 4:30-
6:15PM on Saturday and again from 
7:30AM until 1PM on Sunday.  We are 
so grateful to the Franciscan Sisters of 
the Eucharist and their Home Care and 
Hospice Care for providing this service 
to our parishioners. 

The Consent & Reimbursement Form 
can be found on our website at 
www.stbridgetcheshire.org/events 

Next Sunday is World Mission Sun-
day…a day set aside for Catholics 
worldwide to recommit themselves to 
the Church's missionary activity 
through prayer and sacrifice.  Remem-
ber the call of Jesus, “Go, therefore, 
and make disciples of all nations, bap-
tizing them in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.”   

Pope Francis consistently reminds us 
that we are all called to be missionary 
disciples, therefore this World Mission 
Sunday is an opportunity to pray for 
the grace to 
have the 
courage and 
strength to 
witness to 
the Gospel 
in each of 
our daily 
lives. 

We also remember that there are many 
throughout the world who have not 
heard the Gospel message.  This World 
Mission Sunday collection (which has a 
separate envelope in your packets) 
helps those missionaries in foreign 
lands have the resources they need to 

bring the Gospel to those who long to 
hear the Word of God and long to 
know the mercy and love of God.   

Thank you for your generous consider-
ation of this important work of the 
Church.  Let us also remember to pray 
for the missionaries and the success of 
their efforts. 

I am guessing that this pandemic is 
keeping more and more of us in our 
homes in the evenings and not out 
and about but if you have ventured 
by the church in the evening lately I 
wonder if you have seen it?  A cou-
ple of months ago as we were prepar-
ing for the roof project I happened to 
see Paul and Kristin Bowman and they 
mentioned to me at some point there 
used to be a light on the steeple at 
night.  They suggested that while the 
people are on the roof doing the roof 
work perhaps it might be time to get 
that light fixed.  Well I did not even 
know that a light up there existed.  I 
had been on the roof once in my time 
here as we were dealing with the ma-
sonry work last year, but did not make 
it to the next level where the steeple is.  
Our electricians replaced the light fix-
ture with a new one and with a LED 
bulb and now our steeple is once again 
illuminated from dusk to dawn.  Special 
word of gratitude to The Paul Bowman 
Family for their generosity in covering 
the costs related with this project!  I 
hope you will drive by some evening 
and see it for yourself.  What a ray of 
hope, a sign of God’s presence, a light 
shining in the darkness, in the midst of 
our community! 

 

Letter from the Pastor 
The Reverend Jeffrey V. Romans, KCHS 
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HAVE BOXES OF OLD PAPERS 
AND WANT TO GET RID OF 
THEM?  Did you do some house-
cleaning during the pandemic and find 
yourself with a ton of papers to shred?  
We have the answer for you!  St. Brid-
get School is hosting a Community 
Shred Event on Saturday, November 
14, 2020, from 9AM until Noon, Rain 
or Shine, in the parking lot behind the  
rectory!  Simply pull in, empty your 
boxes in the bins and watch it be 
shredded in the truck!  All proceeds 
support St. Bridget School.  $10 for a 
standard copy box, $15 for a legal size 
copy box, or $15 per bag!  What a great 
way to get rid of our old files and sup-
port our parish school at the same 
time!  I hope to see you there! 

THANK YOU TO ALL WHO DO-
NATED TO THE STUFF-A-BUS 
THIS YEAR!  As you know each year 
in September the 8th graders of St. 
Bridget School support the Cheshire 
Community Food Pantry by collecting 
food from parishioners and all school 
families and stuff-a-bus to bring the 
food to the pantry.  This year due to 
COVID 19 a bus was not available for 
their student ministry project.  But fear 
not, thanks to our local Knights of Co-
lumbus Santa Fe Council #2978 the 
students were able to continue their 
stuff-a-bus collection in a creative way.  
The Knights collected the food at the 
doors of the church, the students col-
lected the food from the school fami-

lies and then the students organized the 
food in boxes decorated as school bus-
es which the Knights then delivered on 
their behalf to the Food Pantry.  
COVID 19 has forced us to get crea-
tive in our day-to-day lives!  Well done 
Knights of Columbus and well done 8th 
grade students of St. Bridget School.  
Working together we helped our neigh-
bors in need even amid a pandemic! 

THE PANDEMIC SAINT BRID-
GET OF SWEDEN COOK-
BOOK…a few months ago I think 
back in April or May, Father Federico 
and I were doing our weekly Casual 
Conversations and we were realizing that 
the pandemic has caused a lot of peo-
ple to start cooking and baking more 
than normal.   

We decided we would try to do a cook-
book from parishioner’s recipes.  A 
good number came in but we WANT 
more.   

SEND US YOUR RECIPES! 
Over the next couple of months we 
will be seeking recipes in catego-
ries!  This week we are interested in 
your favorite APPETIZERS.  Send 
in those family specialties to 

cookbook@stbridgetcheshire.org.   

WE ARE ALSO LOOKING FOR 
STORIES OF FAITH!  We want to 
hear from you! The Pastoral Staff 
discussed the desire to hear from 
you about your story of faith!  We 
would like you to write out your story 
and share it with us.  We hope to high-
light different stories from time to time 
in upcoming bulletins.  Stories can be 
submitted anonymously or with your 
name on it.

Please tell us how you became Catholic 
and why you stayed Catholic.  Describe 
what the Catholic faith means to you.  
How has the faith helped you in the 
tough and dark times of life?  How has 
your faith helped you during this pan-
demic? 

Tell us about any incredible and uplift-
ing supernatural experiences that have 
happened to you.  Share with us why 
Saint Bridget of Sweden is your parish?  
We are planning to incorporate your 
story of faith into an outreach program 
for those friends and family members 
who have left the Catholic faith.  The 
testimony and faith stories from people 
just like them will have a much bigger 
impact than if it came only from their 
priests.  Your submission will not be 
shared without your permission.  
Please send your story to my attention 
through the collection or via email to 
rectory@stbridgetcheshire.org.  Thank 
you! 

As always, remember to pray and 
ask God’s blessings upon our family 
of faith as we build His kingdom here.  
Please know that I am praying for you, 
and I ask for your prayers for me, that 
together through the intercession of 
Saint Bridget of Sweden, our Patroness, 
and united in the Eucharist, we will 
reflect the presence of Jesus to the 
world.   
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SAINT BRIDGET OF SWEDEN PARISH—WHERE CHRIST IS OUR LIGHT 
 

Rectory ........................................................................... 203-272-3531 
Fax .................................................................................. 203-271-3356 
Email .................................................... rectory@stbridgetcheshire.org 
Bulle n Submissions ............................. office@stbridgetcheshire.org 
Social Media ......................... communica ons@stbridgetcheshire.org 
Mailing Address .......................... 175 Main Street, Cheshire, CT 06410 

S . B"#$%&  C'(")' 
175 Main Street, Cheshire, CT 

S . T'*+-/ B&)0&  C'(")' 
435 North Brooksvale Road, Cheshire, CT 

The Reverend Jeffrey V. Romans, KCHS, Pastor 
The Reverend Anthony J. Federico, III, Parochial Vicar 

Pastoral Staff 
Mr. Paul Iadarola, Deacon ● Dr. Richard Wilber, Deacon 

Sister Patricia Cigrand, A.S.C.J., Pastoral Associate 
Mrs. Julia Atwood, Music Director 

Mrs. Donna Yatcko, Religious Education Director 
Mr. Regis O’Neill, Youth Minister 

Dr. Nancy Testa, Saint Bridget School Principal 
Parish Trustees 

Mr. Mark Izzo ● Mrs. Candace Nesbit 
Parish Staff 

Mrs. Madelyn Banti, Admin Assistant 
Mrs. Mary Beth Chamberlain, Admin Assistant 

Miss Victoria Clarizio, Admin Assistant for Communications 
Mr. Anthony Ginnetti, Sacristan 

Online 
Offertory ......................................... $8,519.92 
World Mission Sunday .................... $100.00 
All Saints .......................................... $100.00 
All Souls’ ........................................... $100.00 
CCHD ............................................... $100.00 

Thank you for your kind generosity! 

Our collection for the week of October 4th 

Mailed-in/Dropped Off 
Offertory ........................................ $11,448.50 
Easter ..................................................... $5.00 
Ascension .............................................. $5.00 
Assumption ......................................... $25.00 
HOPES ............................................. $450.00 
World Mission Sunday .................... $328.00 
All Saints ............................................ $45.00 
All Souls’ ............................................. $70.00 

Mail your offertory donation to 
175 Main St, Cheshire, CT 06410 

New Mass Schedule beginning October 10/11 
Saturday—4:00pm and 5:15pm 

Sunday—7:00am, 8:00am, 9:00am, 10:30am and 12noon 
Registration is required.  Go to https://bit.ly/38minI6 
to sign up for Mass or for any of our other events. 

The 10:30am Mass will be livestreamed on 
www.stbridgetcheshire.org  

on YouTube https://bit.ly/SBoSYTChannel 
or Facebook @stbridgetofswedenparish 

Next weekend we will celebrate World Mission Sunday.  Pope 
Francis invites the entire Church to support mission dioceses in 
Africa, Asia, the Pacific Islands, and parts of Latin America and 
Europe, where priests, religious and lay leaders serve the 
world’s most vulnerable communities.  Please keep the Pope’s 
missions in your prayers and be generous in next week’s col-
lection for the Society for the Propagation of the Faith. 
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Mass Intention Requested by 
Saturday, October 10th 
9:00 a.m. SBC Joe O’Reilly The Haensel Family 
4:00 p.m. SBC Bill Campion Judy & Paul Iannone 
5:15 p.m. SBC Ralph Chamberlain Family 
Sunday, October 11th: Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
7:00 a.m. SBC Jacob V. Banti and Dalio J.  The Banti Family 
 Asprelli 
8:00 a.m. SBC Charles & Catherine Hobson Tony & Joan Ginnetti 
9:00 a.m. SBC Enzo Pellegrino His Wife 
10:30 a.m. SBC Ron Guerrera—4th Year Sue & Victoria 
 Remembrance 
12:00 p.m. SBC Richard Verner His Family 
Monday, October 12th 
No 7am Mass 
9:00 a.m. SBC Jacob V. Banti and Dalio J.  The Banti Family 
 Asprelli 
Tuesday, October 13th 
7:00 a.m. SBC The People of St. Bridget of Sweden Parish 
Wednesday, October 14th 
7:00 a.m. SBC Pam Mercready Maria Stack 
9:00 a.m. SBC John & Philomena Mongillo  Peter & Mary Mongillo 
Thursday, October 15th: Saint Teresa of Jesus, Virgin and Doctor of the 
Church 
7:00 a.m. SBC Dorothy Walsh Bill & Sandy Walsh 
Friday, October 16th 
7:00 a.m. SBC Robert & Dorris Wright Maria Stack 
9:00 a.m. SBC School Mass—Father Ken  The Buckman Family 
 Westray 
Saturday, October 17th: Saint Ignatius of Antioch, Bishop and Martyr 
9:00 a.m. SBC Francis H. O’Neill The Family 
4:00 p.m. SBC Susan Pehr The Voegeli Family 
5:15 p.m. SBC Ken & Rita Backman The Backman Family 
Sunday, October 18th: Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
7:00 a.m. SBC Anthony Iovene The Family 
8:00 a.m. SBC Marilyn E. Patterson Victor & Paula  
  Mathews 
9:00 a.m. SBC Richard Schena Bob & Jeanne 
  Schneider 
10:30 a.m. SBC John Geary Shan & Ron Cyr 
12:00 p.m. SBC Joseph A. Ferry Frank & Mary Bradley 

The Tabernacle candle at 
St. Bridget Church  
shines this week for  

Robert & Dorris Wright 
Requested by Dr. Maria Stack 

The Tabernacle candle at 
St. Thomas Becket Church  

shines this week for 
Rosemary & Bill Mensching 

Requested by the Higgins Family 

The television Mass is simulcast 
everyday at 10:00 a.m. on WCCT-TV 
WB20 and WCTX-TV MyTV9.  It can 
also be seen Saturday and Sunday at 

5:00 a.m. on WCCT-TV. 
It can also be viewed online at 

h#ps://www.ortv.org/streaming/
streaming.htm  

We will have live in-
person Eucharis c Adora-
 on on Friday, October 
16th from 1:00 to 2:00 pm 
in St. Bridget Church. 
 

Per State of Connec cut 
guidelines, occupancy is 

limited to 100 persons.  Use the link 
below to the Sign-up Genius to sign up 
to a#end.  

bit.ly/Signup-Adora on 
See page 13 for Social Distancing 
Guidelines to be followed during Adora-
 on. 

The Parish Office will be closed 
on Monday, October 12th for 

Columbus Day. 
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We are currently offering the following 
Masses in St. Bridget Church: 

 

V Monday—7am & 9am 

V Tuesday—7am 

V Wednesday—7am & 9am 

V Thursday—7am 

V Friday—7am & 9am 

V Saturday—9am, 4pm & 5:15pm 

V Sunday—7am, 8am, 9am, 10:30am, & 
12noon 

To attend Mass sign up at 
https://bit.ly/masssignup 

 

NOTE: The dispensation from the Sunday obligation 
previously granted to all Catholics of the archdiocese 
by the Archbishop has been extended through Satur-
day, November 28, 2020.  
Those in high-risk categories are encouraged to con-
tinue staying home, even as others begin to return to 
Mass.  The decision to attend is yours.  Please use 
prudence and good judgement in considering if you 
should attend a public Mass at this time. 

JOIN US FOR OUR ONLINE SERVICES! 
 

V Sunday, 10/11 at 10:30AM—Celebration 
of the Mass 

V Monday, 10/12 at 1PM—Get to know 
our heavenly family—a brief talk about 
Saint Gianna  

V Wednesday, 10/14 at 1PM—LItany of 
Saint Gianna 

V Thursday, 10/15 at 6PM—Request 
Concert by Julia Atwood 

V Friday, 10/16 at 1PM—one hour of 
Adoration 

V Sunday, 10/18 at 10:30AM—Celebration 
of the Mass 

Ready to attend services in person?  See be-
low for services and events you can attend in 
person, using appropriate masking, social dis-
tancing, & occupancy guidelines, of course!  

Not comfortable coming in person?  That’s 
OK!  We have plenty of online services for 
you!  See below for this week’s schedule 
and how to join virtually. 

Online Services can be viewed on the 
homepage of our website at 
www.stbridgetcheshire.org  

on YouTube h#ps://bit.ly/SBoSYTChannel 
or Facebook @stbridgetofswedenparish 

NOTE:  Appropriate masking, social distancing, 
and occupancy guidelines must be followed at all 
services, meetings & events.  See page 13 for full 
details. 

NGD Mee ng on Sunday, October 11th, from 6:30-
8:30pm in the Fr. Frisbie Hall.  All high-schoolers wel-
come! 

Rosary every Monday at 2pm at St. Thomas Becket Fish 
Pond 

Adora on every Friday 1-2pm in St. Bridget Church - sign 
up at bit.ly/Signup-Adora on 

40 Days for Life Prayer Vigil on Saturday, October 17th, 
10-11am, across the street from the Har%ord GYN clinic 
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For more informa on to be"er understand the readings, go to bit.ly/3ljfVYn 

Today is the Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
The readings for today can be found at 

h#ps://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/101120.cfm 

In the parable of the wedding feast, Jesus offers an image of the kingdom of heaven using the symbol of 
a wedding banquet. In today’s first reading from the prophet Isaiah and in today’s psalm, the Lord’s 
goodness is evident in the symbol of a feast of good food and wine. Jesus’ listeners would have been 
familiar with the image of a wedding feast as a symbol for God’s salvation. They would consider them-
selves to be the invited guests. Keeping this in mind helps us to understand the critique Jesus makes 
with this parable. The context for this parable is the growing tension between Jesus and the Jewish reli-
gious leaders in Jerusalem. This has been the case for the past two Sundays and will continue to be true 
for the next several weeks. 

The parable Jesus tells is straightforward. The king dispatches his servants to invite the guests to the 
wedding feast that he is planning for his son. The listeners would have been surprised to learn that the 
first guests refused the invitation. Who would refuse the king’s invitation? A second dispatch of servants follows. Again to the listeners’ 
great surprise, some guests ignore the invitation. Some of the invited guests even go so far as to mistreat and kill the servants. The 
king invokes his retribution against these murderers by destroying them and burning their city. 

We might stop here for a moment. Why would some guests kill the servants sent to invite them to the king’s wedding feast? It might be 
possible that the king was a tyrant, evidenced by the destruction of the city of those who refused his invitation. But if we follow this 
idea, then the allegory seems to be about something other than the kingdom of heaven. It is more likely that the destruction of the city 
would have been a powerful image corresponding to the destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans in A.D. 70, which would have been 
an important event for Matthew’s audience. 

With the invited guests now deemed unworthy to attend the king’s wedding feast, the servants are sent to invite whomever they can 
find. The guests arrive, but it appears that accepting the king’s invitation brings certain obligations. The guest who failed to dress in 
the appropriate wedding attire is cast out of the feast. We are reminded that while many are invited to the kingdom of heaven, not all 
are able to meet its requirements. God invites us to his feast, giving us his salvation. Yet he asks us to repent for our sins. 

Jesus’ message in the parable cautions against exclusive beliefs about the kingdom of heaven. The parable also teaches about humil-
ity. Those who assume that they are the invited guests may find that they have refused the invitation, and so others are invited in their 
place. To accept the invitation is also to accept its obligations. God wants our full conversion in complete acceptance of his mercy. 

Source: www.loyolapress.com 
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St. Bridget School 
Update  

Principal: Dr. Nancy Testa 
Director of Campus Ministry: Mrs. Judy Rowinski 

SBS Tours Now Avaliable 
Our school offers both in-person and remote 
learning for  Kindergar ten through Grade 8. 
To learn more about our programs, please call 
the school at 203.272.5860 to set up a tour. 

Our Facebook pages are 
St. Bridget School, Cheshire 

and 
St. Bridget Alumni, Cheshire. 

St. Bridget Pre-Kindergarten Program 

Our Pre-Kindergarten 3 and Pre-Kindergarten 4 
year old programs will be open during any/all 
school closures due to COVID-19. We offer small 
class sizes, half- and -full day sessions as well as 
three or five day part-#me and full #me op#ons.  
Call us at 203.272.5860 to learn more about how 
we can support your family’s needs.  

Our First Grade teacher, Mrs. Michelle Geoffrey, was presented last week with 
the “Light of Christ Award” by Valerie Mara, OEEC’s Adjunct to the Vicar, 
on behalf of the Archdiocese of Hartford. Mrs. Geoffrey was recognized for 
her inspiring faith, love of teaching and commitment to the children and fami-
lies of St. Bridget School. Congratulations, Mrs. Geoffrey! 

2020 SBS Stuff-a-Bus Community Event 

Although we are in a very unique  me, SBS students 
and staff came together once again for our Annual Stuff
-a-Bus Food Collec on for the Cheshire Community 
Food Pantry. We would like to thank the Knights of Co-
lumbus for their assistance with “stuffing the bus” this 
year, as we could not have our students be in such 
close proximity on a bus. Although we are in a pandem-
ic, we will con nue with our student ministry and help-
ing the community throughout the year. 

Ask Us How We Are Doing! 
Over the past few weeks, there has been a noted 
change of Pre K parents’ decisions to increase their 
children’s weekly scheduled school days. Additional-
ly, some of our remote learners are returning to in-
person instruction. In a time where many schools 
have been forced to transition to full remote learning, 
we are very proud that our collective efforts to en-
sure a high level of safety and security during 
COVID have given our parents and guardians a true 
level of comfort in sending their children to our 
school. How are we doing? Amazing! Thank you for 
asking! 
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We would like to welcome the following 
families to our Parish family! 

Christian & Rebecca Baumbach, 
Brian & Angela Burke, Melissa Dolan-Weiss, 

Richard & Susan Hansen, Joanne Lauber, 
Thomas & Lisa White, Justin & Jayne Williams 

The St. Bridget of Sweden Prayer Line Ministry is available for all 
those in need of prayer and support.  We also welcome anyone 
interested in becoming part of the Prayer Ministry.   We know that 
life is hectic.  You want to volunteer, but are not sure how.   This 
ministry is something that you can do from your house, your of-
fice, or in the car.   All we ask is that you pray with us to lift up the 
specific intentions submitted.  Prayer requests and requests to 
join the ministry can be submitted online through our parish web-
site or via email to:  StBridgetPrayerLine@gmail.com. 

Classes have started. 
If you haven’t registered your child/
children please use the link below to 

register as soon as possible.  
www.stbridgetcheshire.org/

religiouseducation  
or 

bit.ly/RelEdOnlineReg  
 

Watch your email for further 
announcements. 

 

Activity Worksheets for 
this Week’s Liturgy 

Crossword Puzzle 
bit.ly/3lnOBYO 

Listening Party 
bit.ly/3iMSgxX 

Jesus Christ, Names & Titles 
bit.ly/36MFcpX 

Religious Education Schedule 
 

Grade 1, 2, 4, 5 and 6 
Virtual Family Meetings  

Sunday, November 1st  at 9 AM 
Monday, November 2nd at 4 PM and 5:30 PM 

Tuesday, November 3rd at 4 PM 
 

First Communion Classes 
Virtual Class  

Sunday, October 18th at 8:30 AM 
 

Middle School 7th and 8th grades 
Virtual Class 10 AM 

Sunday, November 1st  
 

Confirmation Program 9th and 10th grades 
Virtual Class 

Sunday, October 18th at 5 PM 

Office of Religious Education — Donna Yatcko, DRE 
dyatcko@stbridgetschool.org               203.272.6504 

Monday – Friday  8:30 am to 1:30 pm  
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Grand Knight, Jason Molitierno —
jason_molitierno@yahoo.com KNIGHTS KORNER 

Gerald Korson, a veteran Catholic journalist, is a member of the Knights of Columbus in Indiana.  He recently wrote a 
piece for the K of C magazine Columbia about our coming out of the pandemic hibernation, excerpted below: 
Coronavirus certainly has changed the way we participate in the Mass. It’s different than it used to be because of safety 
measures undertaken by our dioceses and local parishes. It might seem a bit strange even now with the limitations still 
in place. But is there something good that we can derive from the experience? 
I believe there is. 
In cooperation with state and local recommendations, my diocese suspended in-person Masses for three months and 
dispensed Catholics from the Sunday obligation. My wife and I gathered our family around the television set to partici-
pate as best we could in the streaming liturgies that were available each Sunday, but of course it wasn’t the same — 
and never could be. When Masses resumed in mid-summer, social distancing practices and several safety measures 
were implemented, including required facemasks, no missals or hymnals, no singing, no sign of peace and new proce-
dures for receiving Communion (and under only the single species). The dispensation from Mass has been extended 
into November. 
Your mileage may vary depending in part upon local circumstances. But here are a few things I’ve observed and 
learned along the way — and maybe a few points you might think about too. 
Our return was surreal, but ultimately joyful. After weeks of no Mass, highly unusual conditions prevailed. Everything 
seemed a little tentative. There was a sense of reclaiming our church after a crisis, and perhaps that is an apt descrip-
tion. On the television screen at home, we could follow the action, hear the Scripture readings and homily, recite the 
prayers, and make a spiritual communion. But there was something we could never do from home, and that is to re-
ceive the body and blood of Christ in the Eucharist. The word Eucharist means “thanksgiving,” and it was a profound 
experience to once again enjoy the privilege of partaking in the sacrament that had been denied us for so long. It was a 
wonderful morning. 
The crowd is smaller. There were, and remain, far fewer of us at Mass than attended in the pre-pandemic days. That’s 
partly due to health concerns, and partly perhaps due to the dispensation: there’s no obligation to be here. We pass no 
judgment there. But we come voluntarily, for our spiritual good, for the Eucharist. We need the grace and strength it 
provides us. 

 Music promotes meditation. My parish went to instrumental music only — no 
cantor, no choir, no congregational singing. It eliminates certain distractions, to 
be sure: the not-quite-ready-for-prime-time children’s choir, the person across 
the aisle whose voice is a little “pitchy,” my own faltering efforts to join in with 
my rather limited vocal range. But something else interesting happened: as the 
organist played the familiar hymns, I found myself “singing” the lyrics with my 
heart. It became a prayerful experience, perhaps even more so than when I sing 
aloud, too focused on trying to hit the right notes. 
Silence is sacred. With less music and fewer people, there seems to be more 
silence, which for me adds to the sense of reverence. Sometimes in our non-
pandemic liturgies it seems there is little time allowed for silent prayer, even 
after the Communion Rite. I have a renewed appreciation for sacred silence and 
how precious it is, within or outside the Mass. 
Missing his Presence. We encounter the real presence of Christ in the Eucharist 
at Mass. We also can encounter his real presence in Eucharistic adoration. Our 

parish is blessed to have a perpetual adoration chapel. Before it was closed due to the pandemic, I would stop to pray 
there on an irregular basis. Recently it reopened with social-distancing restrictions in place. I’ve missed that occasional 
time of prayer before the exposed Blessed Sacrament. 

Drive-Thru Flu Shot Clinic This Weekend 
Flu Shots will be offered by Fransciscan Home Care and Hospice Care 

Saturday, October 10, 4:30pm-6:15pm 
Sunday, October 11, 7:30am-1:00pm 

behind St. Bridget Church 
Bring your insurance card. This will be a drive-thru clinic. 

Everyone should wear a mask and stay in their car. 
Consent & Reimbursement Forms available at 
h#ps://www.stbridgetcheshire.org/events 

Gerald and Christina Korson are 
shown with 10 of their 11 children. 
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Ask Father 
Dear Father:  As a Catholic, is it a sin to vote for a 
candidate who supports abor!on? 
Dear friend in Christ,  
The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 
wrote a document en tled Forming Consciences for 
Faithful Ci#zenship: A Call to Poli#cal Responsibility.  
Every American Catholic should read this as we pre-
pare to exercise our civic responsibili es by vo ng 
during next month’s elec on.   
Here are key excerpts by the bishops on the issue of 
abor on:  
42. As Catholics we are not single-issue voters. A 
candidate’s posi#on on a single issue is not sufficient 
to guarantee a voter’s support. Yet if a candidate’s 
posi#on on a single issue promotes an intrinsically 
evil act, such as legal abor#on, redefining marriage 
in a way that denies its essen#al meaning, or racist 
behavior, a voter may legi#mately disqualify a can-
didate from receiving support. 
We urge those Catholic officials who choose to de-
part from Church teaching on the inviolability of hu-
man life in their public life to consider the conse-
quences for their own spiritual well being, as well as 
the scandal they risk by leading others into serious 
sin. We call on them to reflect on the grave contra-
dic#on of assuming public roles and presen#ng 
themselves as credible Catholics when their ac#ons 
on fundamental issues of human life are not in 
agreement with Church teaching. No public official, 
especially one claiming to be a faithful and serious 
Catholic, can responsibly advocate for or ac#vely 
support direct a&acks on innocent human life. [N]o 
appeal to policy, procedure, majority will or plural-
ism ever excuses a public official from defending life 
to the greatest extent possible. As is true of leaders 
in all walks of life, no poli#cal leader can evade ac-
countability for his or her exercise of power 
(Evangelium Vitae, 73-4). Those who jus#fy their 
inac#on on the grounds that abor#on is the law of 
the land need to recognize that there is a higher 
law, the law of God. No human law can validly con-
tradict the Commandment: "Thou shalt not kill." - 
Living the Gospel of Life: A Challenge to American 
Catholics (1998), no. 32 
 

Here is a link to the document: h#ps://
bit.ly/36Dhigp 

Here is a link to the EWTN Voter’s Resources: 
h#ps://www.ewtn.com/vote/  

Our Lady
at 2:00pm at the fish pond at St. Thomas Becket 
Church campus to pray the rosary for our country 

Attendees will maintain social distancing guidelines.  

40 Days for Life Prayer Vigil 
Saturday, October 17, 10-11am 

The fall 40 Days for Life prayer vigil continues through 
Nov 1. There are many ways to participate. You can go 
to https://www.40daysforlife.com to learn about them, 
but I would like to encourage you to consider the option 
of joining our parish on Saturday, October 17, from 10-
11am as we pray across the street from the Hartford 
GYN clinic. 

I participated from home, by praying and/or fast-
ing, for eight years before I finally attended the 
vigil for the first time last year. I had many rea-
sons for not participating in person. I didn't want 
to be seen as judgmental, I was afraid of the po-
tential for confrontation, and I was hesitant to 
bring my wife and young kids to the streets of 
Hartford. Ultimately, all of my reasons were re-
lated to fear. Fear of being seen as hateful, fear of 
ridicule, and fear of harm to myself and my fami-
ly. When I finally arrived at the 40 Days for Life 
vigil in Hartford last year, all of my fears disap-
peared. I was filled with peace and joy that could 
only have come from God. I felt such a strong 
sense that I was doing exactly what God wanted 
of me. Standing in front of an abortion clinic can 
be a grim experience given the reality of what 
happens inside. The weight of this reality was on 
my mind, but my heart was filled with love - for 
the mothers who would never get to see their chil-
dren, for the babies who would never be held, and 
for the volunteers working to shuttle clients into 
the building. In those moments I spent there pray-
ing and witnessing to the beauty of life by playing 
with my three children, I was given a glimpse of 
what Saint John meant when he wrote, "There is 
no fear in love, but perfect love drives out fear". I 
ask that you prayerfully consider joining us on 
October 17. If you plan to come, please email 
peteandrosa@gmail.com so that we know to ex-
pect you. 

- Peter Spilka 

You are invited to the 
Annual Respect Life Mass 

Sunday, October 18th at 2:00pm 
in St. Bridget Church 

To a#end, sign-up at bit.ly/3jLfcio 
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Youth Ministry 

Regis O’Neill, Youth Minister 
roneill@stbridgetcheshire.org 

203-233-8489 
 

Verse of the Week 
Luke 6:36 
“Be merciful, even as your Father 
is merciful.”  

Saint of the Week 
Pope Saint John XXIII 
Feast Day: October 11th  
Bio: Born Angelo Roncalli, Pope St. John XXIII was born in 
1881 to an Italian farming family. He was ordained a priest in 
1904 and proceeded to lead one of the busiest priestly lives 
of all time. Among other things, he served as the bishop’s 
secretary, a Church history teacher, a diocesan newspaper 
publisher, a stretcher-bearer in the Italian army during WWI, 
Director of the Society for the Propagation of the Faith, a sav-
ior of 24,000 Jewish people during the Holocaust, and even-
tually a bishop and pope. He was well-respected by those 
both within and outside of the Church. Perhaps most famous-
ly, he convened the Second Vatican Council, stating, “It is not 
that the Gospel has changed; it is that we have begun to un-
derstand it better.” Pope St. John XXIII, pray for us! 

Upcoming Events 
1) Are you struggling to find community or fun stuff to do 

right now? Come join us for Faith in Film with the Next 
Generation of Disciples youth group! We’re switching our 
meetings to SUNDAYS for the time being in an attempt to 
adapt to Covid (and the needs of our high schoolers). 
We’ll meet next Sunday, October 11th, from 6:30-8:30pm 
in the Fr. Frisbie Hall at St. Thomas Becket Church. All 
high schoolers are welcome! 

2) All parishioners are invited to a live 
viewing and discussion of The Cho-
sen, the first multi-season TV series 
about the life of Christ! Sign up via 
this QR code or at the link: 
bit.ly/36mJNyF 

Apologetics 101: 
Our Lady of Victory! 

 

On Wednesday, October 7th, the Church celebrated the 
Memorial of Our Lady of the Rosary.  Learn how the 

story behind this can help you in your life today!  

· On October 7th, 1571, Western Chris anity was on 
the verge of being destroyed and Europe overtak-
en by the O#oman Turkish Empire.   

· Though severely outnumbered, a group of Chris-
 an states known as the “Holy League” banded 
together to try to repel the O#omans.   

· They met in a decisive naval encounter off the 
coast of Greece called the Ba#le of Lepanto. 

· Pope Pius V (later Saint Pius V) ordered the church-
es of Rome opened day and night and begged 
Catholics to pray the rosary to ask the Blessed 
Mother’s intercession for the Holy League.  All 
over Europe, Chris ans prayed the rosary for victo-
ry in the ba#le. 

· All morning the wind was against the Chris ans 
but just before the O#oman ships reached their 
lines, the winds changed. The result was a shock-
ing victory by the Holy League.   
- Encyclopedia Britannica states “the ba#le was 

remarkable as the last and greatest engage-
ment with oar-propelled vessels and the first 
great victory over a Turkish fleet.” 

- Military historian John F. Guilmar n, Jr. said 
“Turkish victory at Lepanto would have been 
a catastrophe of the first magnitude for Chris-
tendom and Europe would have followed a 
historical trajectory strikingly different from 
that which obtained.” 

· When the Pope heard of the victory, he declared 
October 7th the memorial of Our Lady of Victory in 
honor of the Blessed Mother’s miraculous inter-
cession.  It has since been renamed Our Lady of 
the Rosary. 

· Whatever you are going through, whatever insur-
mountable odds you are facing, invoke the most 
powerful intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary! 
Pray the rosary with confidence and allow Our La-
dy of Victory to defeat any opposi on in your life! 

The following sources were used in this ar cle: 
h#ps://www.britannica.com/event/Ba#le-of-Lepanto 
h#ps://www.wordonfire.org/resources/blog/our-lady-
of-the-rosary-and-the-ba#le-of-lepanto/1220/ 
h#ps://www.catholicnewsagency.com/saint/feast-of-
our-lady-of-the-rosary-617 
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Captain Cassandra Andrea  USAF 
Captain J. Michael Andrea  USAF 

SRA Garrett Barboza, USAF 
Major David B. Beale, US Army 
Specialist Alan Bell, US Army 

Petty Officer 2nd Class Michael Betts, US Navy 
Lieutenant Kevin Briskin, US Army 
ENS Michelle Browning, US Navy 

Sergeant Brian Caouette  
Captain Leslie Ann Capuano, USMC 

Lieutenant Hollis Ann Capuano, US Navy 
Seaman Apprentice Robert Carrano, US Coast Guard 

Private Jack Cavanaugh, US Army 
Tech Sergeant Edward J. Clark, Jr, USAF 

SRA Aaron Desjardins, USAF 
Specialist John Fadus, US Army 

STS-1 Jake Ford, US Navy 
PFC Owen C. Fowler, USMC 

Private Dominic Anthony Giampietro, US Army 
Private Alyza Hernandez, USMC  

Petty Officer 2nd Class Martin Houston, US Navy 
Cdr. Thomas A. Ianucci, USN, Chaplain 

SRA Ryan Jones, USAF 
Petty Officer 3rd Class Neil P. Kenefick, US Navy 

Ryan Kiernan, US Navy 
AWO2 Kyle (DeVylder) Kohl, US Navy 
Lieutenant Jared Korn, US Coast Guard 

Sergeant Gregory J. Kowalski, USMC 
Airman First Class Benjamin M. LeClerc, USAF 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

MA2 Tiana Lefebre, US Navy 
Petty Officer 2nd Class Brian McGrath, US Navy 

LTJG Derek Molkenbuhr, US Navy 
LT Marisa Molkenbuhr, US Navy 

LTJG Trevor Molkenbuhr, US Navy 
Senior Chief Petty Officer Pasquale Moreland, US Navy 

Corporal Ginamarie Mazzucco, USMC 
Lance Corporal Kathryn Mazzucco, USMC 
Airman First Class Anthony Nero, USAF 

Lt. Christopher Nguyen, US Army 
Specialist Eric Normand, US Army 

Chaplain Philip O’Neill, USAF 
Captain Denis L. O’Reilly, USMC 

Specialist Christopher Paier, US Army Natl. Guard 
Private Matthew Planinshek, USMC  
LTJG Jake Patrick Reid, US Navy 
Private Quianna Rios, US Army 

Petty Officer First Class Matthew J. Sansone, US Navy 
Captain Ryan Satterfield, US Marine Corps 

1st Lt. Jack David Senft, US Army 
SRA Myron Simpson, USAF 

Private 1st Class Kevin Stevens, US Army 
Captain Alexander James Topitzer, US Army  

Captain Matthew Neil Topitzer, US Army 
Captain Ryan Van Wie, US Army 

Private 1st Class Connor Valinsky, US Army 
Senior Airman Joe Villano USAF  

Corporal Bernard Vitti, Jr., Marine Corps 
LCpl. Matthew Voelker, USMC 
Airman Mark Zajac, Jr., USAF 

 
 

If you have a name to place on our U.S. Military prayer list, please contact Mary Beth in the Rectory at 203-272-3531 or  
office@stbridgetcheshire.org with the names of family & friends who are on active duty.  Please provide name and 

branch of service.  In this way, our whole parish community can help bring them home safely by our prayers. 

Our U.S. Military Prayer List 

203-699-9226 
175 Sandbank Road, Cheshire, CT 

Thank you for your continued generosity with donations to 
the Cheshire Community Food Pantry.  We gratefully accept 
any donations, but this week we have a particular need for:   

 -boxed potatoes  -apple sauce cups 
 -fruit cups  -juice 
 -beef broth  
Please note that the Food Pantry: 
- Cannot accept expired or opened items 
- Cannot use large industrial canned goods 
- Can accept perishable goods only during Pantry hours 
- Hours are M-W-F 9:00am-12:15pm; T-Th 3:00pm-6:15pm 
- Monetary donations should be sent to:  Cheshire Community 

Food Pantry, P.O. Box 457, Cheshire, CT  06410.   
 

Thank you for your continued support of the Cheshire 
Community Food Pantry and for helping 

our fellow neighbors! 

The Cheshire Community Food Pantry (CCFP) would like to 
ensure that all of the children whose families use our services 

have an appropriate winter jacket. 
Please consider sponsoring a child for this 2020-2021 

Winter Season. We are collecting information from our  
clients and will have information cards on each child’s size 

and color preferences.  Our intention is to hand out jackets to 
the children in the middle of October. 

To sponsor a child please contact Kerry Walsh at 
203.699.9226 x103 or kwalsh@cheshirefoodpantry.org 

For more information about the Cheshire Community Food 
Pantry and its efforts, visit www.cheshirefoodpantry.org, or 

call 203.699.9226.  Thank you!  
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A Hilzinger 
Family Enterprise
203-250-1515

Fax 203-271-1865
243 Blacks Road • Cheshire

www.blacksroadselfstorage.com

NOLAN’S 
HAMDEN MONUMENT CO.
323 Washington Ave., Hamden 

(Opposite Knights of Columbus Hall)

203-288-8486 | 1-800-852-8865 
Fax 203-287-1593 

John R. Nolan  |  Michael F. Nolan

All the Assistance You Need to Stay at Home

• Companions, PCA’s & Live In’s
• Nursing & Therapy

• Home Modifications
• Respite Services.

(203) 773-1201 • (877) 302-2323 Statewide
www.keepmehome.com

“Hablamos 
Espanol”

State Wide Services

Contact Mary Hoffman to place an ad today! 
mhoffman@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6340

Need Care? We Care.

(203)238-1441     www.FranciscanHC.org

SERVICES INCLUDE:
Skilled Nursing • Hospice Care

Physical, Speech and Occupational Therapy
Medical Social Services 

Home Health Aide Services

Franciscan Home Care and Hospice Care

TREE SERVICE  
& LANDSCAPING LLC

Your Local
INJURY 

LAWYERS
97 Main Street 

Cheshire, CT 06410
203-272-4844

The Catholic Cemeteries Association  
of the Archdiocese of Hartford, Inc.

Open House Specials!!
Please visit our cemeteries during our Fall Open House Program.  Stop in and speak with 

our Family Service Advisors from 9 AM to 2 PM, get a tour of the park and take advantage 
of our Open House Special Offers just for those who visit during the following schedule:

Saturday October 31, 2020
Mt. St. Benedict Cemetery - 1 Cottage Grove Rd. Bloomfield, CT
St. Francis Cemetery - 863 South Main St. Torrington, CT
Mt. St. Peter Cemetery - 219 New Haven Ave. Derby, CT
St. Lawrence Cemetery - 280 Derby Ave. West Haven, CT

Saturday October 24, 2020
St. Mary Cemetery - 1141 Stanley St. New Britain, CT
All Saints Cemetery - 700 Middletown Ave. North Haven, CT
Mt. Olivet Cemetery - 669 Platt Rd. Watertown, CT
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 203-271-0222
 1157 Highland Avenue • Suite 105 • Cheshire 
www.hoynesfinancial.com • Rob Hoynes, ChFC® 

Robert P. Hoynes offers securities and advisory services through SagePoint 
Financial, Inc., member FINRA/SIPC. Insurance services offered through 
Hoynes Financial Group which is not affiliated with SagePoint Financial

We hope you’ll join us this summer
Ages 3-15 • Open House April 26th 1-4pm

43 Candee Rd., Prospect, CT 06712
holidayhilldaycamp.com

 Full Service Garden Center & Florist
 Open Year Round 
 203-272-3228

Indoor Plants • Gift Items • Landscape Plants • Trees • Tropicals
www.CheshireNursery.com • 1317 South Main St., Cheshire

WASTE SYSTEMS
REFUSE & RECYCLING SERVICES

203-272-1992
WWW.AJWASTESYSTEMS.COM

A full service travel agency  
for all your travel needs

Candy Nesbit 203-271-0623
www.elitetravelct.com

445 West Main Street • Cheshire

Karen Brimberg
Realtor®

203-640-4401
karen.brimberg@raveis.com

 Alexander Alexander
  && Grenon Grenon
 chiropractic chiropractic
 c e n t e r , p.c. c e n t e r , p.c.

Dr. Jim Grenon • Dr. Dan Ruddy
203-272-4513 

420 South Main Street • Cheshire
www.CheshireChiropractor.com

Six Point Wealth Advisors 
A private wealth advisory 
practice of Ameriprise 
Financial Services, Inc.

860.426.9950 
100 Queen St. 
Southington, CT 06489 
sixpointwealthadvisors.com

Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc. 
Member FINRA and SIPC.

Providing Non-Medical In-Home Care 
Light Housekeeping, Cooking, Errands,

Hands On Care, 24 Hour Care
203-630-2881 • www.evertherecare.org

Keeping the Cheshire area 
warm for over 128 years.

203-248-2111
www.easternfuel.com

3552 Whitney Avenue
Hamden, CT 06518

2018128th

RN’s, LPN’s & Home Health Aides
Short/Long-Term Assignments • Specialty Services          

675 WEST JOHNSON AVE., CHESHIRE

203-250-1900 • allpointecare.com 

Care When  
& Where  

You Need It

 Animal Medical
 Care of CT, llc
 203-439-2597
 www.animalmedcare.com
490 Cornwall Ave. Ste. 5, Cheshire, CT

Dr’s Kristine Matz • Marjorie O’Neill
Luke Martin

WALLINGFORD 
FUNERAL HOME

809 North Main St. Ext. (203) 269 7777

YALESVILLE 
FUNERAL HOME

386 Main St. • (203) 269 2222
www.wallingfordfh.com

Contact Mary Hoffman to place an ad today! 
mhoffman@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6340

TM

New 
   Insight 

FAMILY EYECARE

Dr. Thomas DeLuca &  
Dr. Fabian Villacis
OPTOMETRISTS

Same Place As Always,  
Same Loving Care

203-758-4447
67 Waterbury Road, Prospect, CT  

www.newinsighteyecare.com
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Italian Restaurant and Pizza
Specializing in: Pizza • Italian Cuisine • Catering

529 West Main Street
Ph: (203) 272-7297 • Fax: (203) 272-0309

www.cheshirerossini.com
Ralph & Luigi Your Hosts

ACHIQ DESIGNS
Fine Jewelry • Repair 

Watch Batteries
1081 SOUTH MAIN STREET, CHESHIRE

203-250-9979 • ACHIQDESIGNS.COM

Your Neighborhood Automotive Shop

203-272-5518
AutoRepairCheshire.com

1451 HIGHLAND AVENUE • CHESHIRE

Lube, Oil & Filter
 $2195

must present coupon at drop off

(For most cars)
(Synthetic oil  
additional charge)

Brake Service
$50 OFF $20 OFF

must present coupon at drop off
4 Wheel Service 2 Wheel Service

G.C. ELECTRIC INC.
Commercial • Industrial • Residential

24 Hour Emergency Service
George Casner & Son

203-272-9521
Family owned and operated for 30 years.

Robert & George Casner
135 Commerce Court, Cheshire

The Largest 
Chevy Dealer in 

Connecticut!

203-272-1000
richardchevy.com

THE LAW OFFICES OF JOSEPH E. BOWMAN
(203) 272-5291 • 315 Highland Avenue • Cheshire

jbowman@jbowmanlaw.com • www.cheshireattorney.com

McCormack Insurance Agency, Inc.
John McCormack 
PARISHIONER
ph: 203-720-0100 
fax: 203-723-7665
22 PARK PLACE, NAUGATUCK, CT 06770

www.mccormackinsurance.com

The Sally Bowman Group
Sally Bowman Broker Associate

220 Old Towne Road
Cheshire CT 06410
203-272-2828 Office
203-687-8026 Cell
Email: sallybowman@bhhsne.com
thesallybowmangroup.bhhsneproperties.com

John J. Palmeri, CPA, LLM
Attorney at Law

www.palmerilaw.com
203-699-9132

john@palmerilaw.com

877-691-9115 
WWW.NELCONTOWING.COM

Towing and Recovery • Auto & Truck Repairs and Service

Saleem & 
Melanie

Gerry Rock
REALTOR
203-640-4849 cell
gerry.rock@cbmoves.com 
Parishioner

Proud to Serve St Bridget of Sweden Parish
96 Railroad Avenue, Cheshire

203-272-2237
www.countrylumber.com

CUSTOM HOMES
Additions • Commercial
Kitchens • Baths

203-272-4323
986 South Main Street 

Cheshire, CT 06410
www.ricciconstructiongroup.com

Ricci
Construction 

Group, Inc.

KITCHENS AND BATHS
by 

A Matter of Style
203-272-1337

986 South Main Street • Cheshire CT 06410
www.amskitchens.com         @amskitchens

cheshire
dental 
associates

Complete Family Dental Care
Cosmetic, Restorative & Implant Dentistry

Prompt Emergency Service
Jeffrey J. Bisson, D.M.D. • Dane B. Fletcher, D.M.D.

482 South Main Street, Cheshire

203-272-2729

Providing: Elderly Care, Hourly,  
Companion, Live-in Caregivers, Weekends

We are taking long-term life ins  
and state cases

Reg. # HCA0000732 
240 Myrtle Street, Shelton, CT 06484Ewa Grzymala

Little Angels Home Care Little Angels Home Care LLCLLC

203-278-1436 • www.littleangels-homecare.com
E: littleangelshomecare48@yahoo.com

Macas Home Care LLC
Individualized Home Care Services

Day, Hourly or Live-in Support

Diabetes Prevention Program
Classes Online, In-person 

& Through Distance Learning

 866-806-2227 info@macashomecare.com

www.macashomecare.com


