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Dear Friends in Christ: 
As I announced back in May, the 
Holy Father, Pope Francis, has ap-
proved a miracle attributed to a par-
ish priest of the Archdiocese of 
Hartford!  One of our own, on this 
coming Saturday, the eve of All 
Saints Day, will officially be de-
clared BLESSED!  Father Michael J. 
McGivney, a Waterbury native, will be 
Blessed Michael J. McGivney and we 
pray one day Saint! 
The last couple of years 
have seen a bit of a 
boom in American saint 
making.  Before the be-
atification of Blessed 
Stanley Rother in September 2017, no 
American-born man had yet risen to 
the distinction of Blessed in the Roman 
Catholic Church.  But when Father 
McGivney is beatified, he will become 
the fourth American-born male 
Blessed. 
So who was Father Michael J. 
McGivney?  And why is he important 
to the Church today, more than a hun-
dred years after his death?  I’m glad 
you asked! 
Childhood…Michael J. McGivney was 
born on August 12, 1852, in Water-
bury, to Irish immigrant parents, Pat-
rick and Mary Lynch McGivney.  
Young Michael was a product of his 
time: he was the eldest of 13 children, 
seven of whom survived to adulthood; 
he grew up in a working class neigh-
borhood; he attended Waterbury work-
ing-class neighborhood schools until 
the age of 13 when he went to work in 
a brass factory in order to bring extra 
money into his family’s household. 
Seminary studies...At the age of 16, 
Michael left the factory to further his 
education and to study for the priest-

hood.  He traveled with a Waterbury 
priest to Saint-Hyacinth, Quebec, 
where he entered the Seminary, and 
then he continued his studies at Our 
Lady of Angels Seminary in Niagara 
Falls, New York.  Sadly, he was not 
able to complete his studies as his fa-
ther died suddenly in 1873, and Mi-
chael returned home to help the family 
through that difficult time.  When the 
family was in a better position he was 
able to return to his studies for the 
priesthood and was sent by the Bishop 
of Hartford to St. Mary’s Seminary in 

Baltimore where he com-
pleted his studies and was 
later ordained in the his-
toric Cathedral in Balti-
more on December 22, 
1877, by Archbishop (later 
Cardinal) James Gibbons.  

A few days later, with his widowed 
mother present, he said his first Mass 
at the Immaculate Conception (now 
Basilica) in Waterbury.  
Life as a priest…Upon his ordination, 
Father McGivney began his priestly 
ministry on Christmas Day in 1877 as a 
curate (today we use the term Parochial 
Vicar) at Saint Mary’s Parish in New 
Haven.  It was the city’s first parish.  It 
was a time of great tension for the 
working-class Irish families in the com-
munity at large.  As part of his duties, 
Father McGivney was involved with 
the pastoral care of the incarcerated 
inmates of the local jail.  His duty ex-
tended into a deep loving care for 
them, best exemplified with his interac-
tions with 21-year old Irishman James 
Smith, who while drunk, shot and 
killed a police officer.  He was tried for 
first-degree murder in 1881, convicted 
and sentenced to execution.  Father 
McGivney visited him daily, offering 
Smith pastoral care and love, right up 
until the day of Smith’s execution.  On 
that day, Smith stated that Father 
McGivney’s daily visits enabled him to 

“meet death without a tremor” and 
that Father McGivney should not fear 
for him. 
Father McGivney never tired of spend-
ing himself in service to his parishion-
ers.  He worked with the young people 
holding catechism classes, and organiz-
ing a total abstinence society to fight 
alcoholism.  He daily encountered the 
reality of families whose main bread-
winner (usually the husband and father 
at the time) died at an early age either 
in factory accidents or through illnesses 
contracted because of their dangerous 
factory work, leaving their family with-
out means of support.  He also wit-
nessed a desire among Catholic men to 
belong to some of the secret societies 
of the time, like the Freemasons, which 
often held values that opposed the 
Church’s teachings.   
Bringing these two important needs 
together, Father McGivney presented 
the idea of a Catholic fraternity for 
men to the Bishop of Hartford, Bishop 
Lawrence McMahon.  He approved of 
this idea and encouraged the young 
priest in this endeavor.   

1. The Knights would serve as an 
antidote to those secret societies 
that lured Catholic men away from 
their faith by offering financial 
benefits. 

2. The Order’s insurance program 
would help keep Catholic families 
together when a breadwinner died; 
this would also help prevent a loss 
of faith among widows and or-
phans forced to live in state institu-
tions or with non-Catholic relatives 
or adoptive families. 

3. The Knights would champion the 
full rights of American citizenship 
for Catholics.  This too would sup-
port the Church, since ensuring 
equal rights for Catholics would 
help limit the social or civil pres-
sure on them to abandon their 
faith. 

Letter from the Pastor 
The Reverend Jeffrey V. Romans, KCHS 
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Thus, together with 24 men whose 
hearts were full of joy and thanksgiv-
ing, Father McGivney founded the 
Knights of Columbus and on March 
29, 1882, the Connecticut State Legisla-
ture granted a charter to the Knights of 
Columbus formally establishing it as a  
legal corporation.  The principles of the 
Order from the very start were Unity 
and Charity, which carry forward to  
this day adding at a later time Fraternity 
and Patriotism.  Father McGivney 
worked tirelessly in creating additional 
councils in parishes throughout the 
Archdiocese and throughout Connecti-
cut.  This is evidenced by his many 
trips to all parts of Connecticut and 
handwritten correspondence—little of 
which exists to this day—about the 
Knights of Columbus.  All the while 
working tirelessly to establish this fra-
ternal Order, Father McGivney re-
mained an energetic young priest serv-
ing the people of Saint Mary’s Parish. 
In November of 1884, Father 
McGivney was named the Pastor of 
Saint Thomas Church in Thomaston, 
and tasked with infusing the parish 
with the spirit he had brought to Saint 
Mary’s.  It was a factory town and the 
parish was heavily in debt with limited 
resources from its working-class pa-
rishioners.  He wrestled with the debt 
and worked hard to establish close ties 
with his parishioners as he had done in 
New Haven.  During this time, Father 
McGivney continued to serve the 
Knights of Columbus as the Supreme 
Chaplain personally involved in helping 
the Order continue to expand its pres-
ence and increase its membership.  
From the moment he launched the 
Knights of Columbus, the Order forti-
fied Catholics in their faith, offered 
them ways to greater financial security 
in a sometimes anti-Catholic world, 
and strengthened them for the journey. 
Never a very healthy man, Father 
McGivney was stricken with a serious 

case of pneumonia in January of 1890.  
Various treatments were attempted but 
his decline persisted.  The young priest 
lost his strength and on August 14, 
1890, passed away during an influenza 
epidemic, likely due to complications 
stemming from tuberculosis and pneu-
monia.  Today Father McGivney is 
enshrined at St. Mary’s Church in New 
Haven, Connecticut, and the Order he 
founded numbers some 2 million Cath-
olic men throughout the world! 
Cause for canonization…In 1997, 
Archbishop Daniel Cronin, Archbish-
op of Hartford, opened the cause for 
Father McGivney’s beatification and 
canonization, and in April 2008, Pope 
Benedict XVI elevated Father 
McGivney to be declared Venerable 
Servant of God. 
For the next step in the process – beat-
ification – the Vatican requires proof 
of a miracle attributed to the candi-
date’s intercession.  On May 27, 2020, 
the Vatican formally announced the 
approval of a miracle involving the 
healing of an unborn child from a life-
threatening condition. 
The miracle attributed to Father 
Michael J. McGivney’s interces-
sion…Pope Francis has credited a 
2015 miracle to the Reverend Michael 
J. McGivney, a Connecticut priest who 
died in 1890 during a pandemic much 
like the one we are living through to-
day!  The miracle recognized by the 
Vatican occurred in 2015 and involved 
an unborn son of Michelle and Daniel 
Schachle of Dickson, Tennessee, with a 
life threatening condition that, under 
most circumstances, could have led to 
an abortion.  In addition to the fetal 
hydrops diagnosis, Mikey had Down 
Syndrome, and the mother was told if 
she carried to full term she would likely 
have complications which could lead to 
her death. 
His parents prayed to Father 
McGivney to intercede with God to 
save their son, still in his mother's 
womb, who was given no hope of sur-
viving.  They asked Father McGivney 
for help, engaging family and friends 
and fellow Knights of Columbus to 
pray for his intercession for their un-
born son, whom they decided to name 

Michael after the Venerable Servant of 
God.  After returning home from a 
pilgrimage to Fatima with the Knights 
of Columbus, another ultrasound re-
vealed that the symptoms of hydrops 
(fluid buildup in the organs and tissue) 
had completely disappeared.  When she 
said to the doctor, “I was told there 
was no hope,” the doctor said you are 
the “woman who just came back from 
Fatima, Honey, with God, there is al-
ways hope!”  
Michael Schachle was born premature 
on May 15, 2015, and although he has 
had several health issues and surgery 
related to his Down Syndrome, he is a 
healthy and active 5-year-old boy!  
With this miracle approved, Father 
Michael J. McGivney, the son of 
Irish immigrants, born in Waterbury, 
Connecticut, a priest of the Archdio-
cese of Hartford, founder of the 
Knights of Columbus, will now be a 
Blessed in the Church.  He will be the 
first American parish priest to be beati-
fied.  This makes him one step closer 
to being a Saint.  Imagine someone 
born and raised in Waterbury is on the 
path to being a Saint.  Being beatified, 
declared Blessed, means that Father 
McGivney can be publicly venerated in 
those regions with a religious devotion 
to that person, and the Mass may be 
offered in his honor on a designated 
feast day.  Father McGivney will need a 
second miracle to be declared a Saint.  
What a great intercessor for parish 
priests, for Knights of Columbus, and 
for all of us here in his home state of 
Connecticut.  What a great reminder 
that it is possible for us all to become 
Saints!  Blessed Father Michael J. 
McGivney, pray for us! 

continued on page 4 
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Prayer for the canonization of Father Michael J. McGivney…God, our Father, protector of the poor and defender of the 
widow and orphan, you called your priest, Father Michael J. McGivney, to be an apostle of Christian family life and to lead the young 
to the generous service of their neighbor. Through the example of his life and virtue may we follow your Son, Jesus Christ, more closely, 
fulfilling his commandment of charity and building up his Body which is the Church. Let the inspiration of your servant prompt us to 
greater confidence in your love so that we may continue his work of caring for the needy and the outcast. We humbly ask that you glorify 
your venerable servant Father Michael J. McGivney on earth according to the design of your holy will. 
Through his intercession, grant the favor I now present (here make your request). Through Christ our Lord. Amen. (Our Father, Hail 
Mary, Glory be.) 

The Beatification and other celebrations next weekend October 30 through November 1, 2020, will be limited in 
capacity due to the pandemic but thanks to EWTN you can join in!  There will be a special Vigil for Priests on Friday 
evening, October 30, at 7PM; the Beatification Mass on Saturday, October 31, at 11AM; and a Mass of Thanksgiving on Sun-
day, November 1, at 10AM.  EWTN will carry all of these celebrations LIVE.  Join us for this MOST historic celebration 
in the life of our Archdiocese and the Knights of Columbus! 
We remind you all that this same weekend, at all weekend Masses, candles will 
be lit in front of the altar as a special way to honor our parishioners who have 
died throughout the past year.  Each family will be provided the opportunity after 
the Mass they attend to take the candle with their loved ones name on it as a reminder 
of our prayers for them during this time of loss, and as a reminder of our need to pray for our deceased loved ones.  ALL 
parishioners are welcome to join us in prayer for our parishioners who died this past year and for their families who 
mourn their loss.  
As always, remember to pray and ask God’s blessings upon our family of faith as we build His kingdom here.  Please 
know that I am praying for you, and I ask for your prayers for me, that together through the intercession of Saint Bridget of 
Sweden, our Patroness, and united in the Eucharist, we will reflect the presence of Jesus to the world.   
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Mass Intention Requested by 
Saturday, October 24th 
9:00 a.m. SBC Ronald Westrich The Family 
4:00 p.m. SBC Rebecca Timlin-Scalera Darlene Stickney 
5:15 p.m. SBC Paula Wempe Family 
Sunday, October 25th: Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
7:00 a.m. SBC Noreen Hockert—2nd Her Daughter, Noreen 
 Anniversary 
8:00 a.m. SBC Betty & Tommy Allen Family 
9:00 a.m. SBC Robert & Mary Pelletier and The Pelletier and 
 Beth & Gus Douglas Douglas Families 
10:30 a.m. SBC Lee Bailey The Lucas Family 
12:00 p.m. SBC Mass of Thanksgiving  
Monday, October 26th 
7:00 a.m. SBC William Welch The Family 
9:00 a.m. SBC Joe & Bob O’Connor  Peter & Mary Mongillo 
Tuesday, October 27th 
7:00 a.m. SBC The People of St. Bridget of Sweden Parish 
Wednesday, October 28th: Saints Simon and Jude, Apostles 
7:00 a.m. SBC John & Mary Quinn Thomas & JoAnn  
  Quinn 
9:00 a.m. SBC Anne Bakunovich  The Kuzmak Family 
Thursday, October 29th 
7:00 a.m. SBC Sylvia Murray Thomas & JoAnn  
  Quinn 
Friday, October 30th 
7:00 a.m. SBC Robert Gageby Charles Gergley  
9:00 a.m. SBC School Mass—Mario Dottori Arlene Dottori 
Saturday, October 31st 
9:00 a.m. SBC Kathy McManus Urban Hank & Sue Temme 
4:00 p.m. SBC Dorothy Schmitz The Chamberlain 
  Family 
5:15 p.m. SBC Angela Chabinec—Birthday The Family 
 Remembrance 
Sunday, November 1st: All Saints 
7:00 a.m. SBC Hugh & John McGovern The Family 
8:00 a.m. SBC Julienne Condos Jennifer DeJoseph 
9:00 a.m. SBC Peg & Mike Flynn Patti Flynn-Harris 
10:30 a.m. SBC Gregory Pagliughi The Family 
12:00 p.m. SBC In Thanksgiving for the Beatificatin of Father 
 Michael J. McGivney  

The Tabernacle candle at 
St. Bridget Church  
shines this week for  

My Loving Father, Florentino Empleo 
Requested by Your Family 

The Tabernacle candle at 
St. Thomas Becket Church  

shines this week for 
Ray Fuoco, Sr. 

Requested by His Family 

The television Mass is simulcast 
everyday at 10:00 a.m. on WCCT-TV 
WB20 and WCTX-TV MyTV9.  It can 
also be seen Saturday and Sunday at 

5:00 a.m. on WCCT-TV. 
It can also be viewed online at 

h#ps://www.ortv.org/streaming/
streaming.htm  

We will have live in-
person Eucharis c Adora-
 on on Friday, October 
30th from 1:00 to 2:00 pm 
in St. Bridget Church. 
 

Per State of Connec cut 
guidelines, occupancy is 

limited to 100 persons.  Use the link 
below to the Sign-up Genius to sign up 
to a#end.  

bit.ly/Signup-Adora on 
See page 13 for Social Distancing 
Guidelines to be followed during Adora-
 on. 

The 2021 Mass book is now available to 
reserve Mass intentions through June 
2021. 
Please call the rectory at 203-272-3531 
during office hours (Monday-Friday, 
8:30am-4:30pm) to reserve a Mass. 
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We are currently offering the following 
Masses in St. Bridget Church: 

 

V Monday—7am & 9am 

V Tuesday—7am 

V Wednesday—7am & 9am 

V Thursday—7am 

V Friday—7am & 9am 

V Saturday—9am, 4pm & 5:15pm 

V Sunday—7am, 8am, 9am, 10:30am, & 
12noon 

To attend Mass sign up at 
https://bit.ly/masssignup 

 

NOTE: The dispensation from the Sunday obligation 
previously granted to all Catholics of the archdiocese 
by the Archbishop has been extended through Satur-
day, November 28, 2020.  
Those in high-risk categories are encouraged to con-
tinue staying home, even as others begin to return to 
Mass.  The decision to attend is yours.  Please use 
prudence and good judgement in considering if you 
should attend a public Mass at this time. 

JOIN US FOR OUR ONLINE SERVICES! 
 

V Sunday, 10/25 at 10:30AM—Celebration 
of the Mass 

V Monday, 10/26 at 1PM—LItany of  
Father Michael J. McGivney 

V Wednesday, 10/28 at 1PM—Get to 
know our heavenly family—a brief talk 
about the Blessed Carlo Acutis 

V Friday, 10/30 at 1PM—one hour of 
Adoration 

V Sunday, 11/1 at 10:30AM—Celebration 
of the Mass 

Ready to attend services in person?  See be-
low for services and events you can attend in 
person, using appropriate masking, social dis-
tancing, & occupancy guidelines, of course!  

Not comfortable coming in person?  That’s 
OK!  We have plenty of online services for 
you!  See below for this week’s schedule 
and how to join virtually. 

Online Services can be viewed on the 
homepage of our website at 
www.stbridgetcheshire.org  

on YouTube h#ps://bit.ly/SBoSYTChannel 
or Facebook @stbridgetofswedenparish 

NOTE:  Appropriate masking, social distancing, 
and occupancy guidelines must be followed at all 
services, meetings & events.  See page 13 for full 
details. 

NGD Mee ng on Sunday, October 25th, from 6:30-
8:30pm in the St. Bridget School Gym.  All high-schoolers 
welcome! 

Rosary every Monday at 1:30pm in St. Bridget Church 
Book Study on Tuesday, October 27th, 10am-noon in Fa-
ther Frisbie Hall 
The Chosen Video Study on Tuesday, October 27th at 
6:15pm in Father Frisbie Hall 
Adora on every Friday 1-2pm in St. Bridget Church - sign 
up at bit.ly/Signup-Adora on 
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For more informa on to be"er understand the readings, go to bit.ly/3oc0eo7 

Today is the Thir eth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
The readings for today can be found at 

h#ps://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/102520.cfm 

This week’s Gospel follows close behind the Gospel reading last Sunday. It is the last of three questions 
put to Jesus by Jewish religious leaders who are trying to trick him into saying something that might get 
him arrested. This reminds us that the context for today’s reading is the mounting tension between Je-
sus and the religious leaders in Jerusalem. 
The Herodians and the Pharisees asked the first question, which was about taxes. The Sadducees 
asked the second question, which was about the Resurrection (see Matthew 22:22-33). The third ques-
tion, considered in today’s Gospel, is asked by a Pharisee who asks Jesus about the greatest of the 
commandments. 
The question requires Jesus to interpret the Law of Moses. The Mosaic Law consists of the Ten Com-
mandments and many additional rules, numbering over six hundred. Adherence to the Mosaic Law, for a 
devout Jew, is an expression of faithfulness to God’s covenant with Israel. The ranking of the Command-
ments was regularly debated among the teachers of the Law. 
Jesus answers the Pharisees’ question with a two-fold summary. Jesus says that all of the commandments can be summarized in two 
commandments: love God and love your neighbor. Both of these were central elements of the religious tradition Jesus learned from 
his Jewish community. Indeed these continue to be central aspects of contemporary Jewish religious understanding. Jesus ’ response 
to his questioners proposed an integral connection between these two aspects of the Jewish Law. Love of God finds its expression in 
our love for our neighbor. 

www.loyolapress.com    

Online 
Offertory ......................................... $8,185.92 
World Mission Sunday ...................... $45.00 
All Saints ............................................. $10.00 
All Souls’ ........................................... $100.00 

 

Thank you for your kind generosity! 

Our collection for the week of October 18th 

Mailed-in/Dropped Off 
Offertory ...................................... $10,686.07 
Peter’s Pence ....................................... $30.00 
HOPES.............................................. $105.60 
World Mission Sunday ................. $2,622.00 
All Saints ............................................. $35.00 
All Souls’ ............................................ $155.00 
CCHD ................................................. $10.00 

WE ARE LOOKING FOR STORIES OF FAITH! 
Please tell us how you became Catholic and why you 
stayed Catholic.  Describe what the Catholic faith 
means to you.  How has the faith helped you in the 
tough and dark  mes of life?  How has your faith 
helped you during this pandemic?  Tell us about any 
incredible and upli%ing supernatural experiences that 
have happened to you.   
We are planning to incorporate your story of faith into 
an outreach program for those friends and family mem-
bers who have le% the Catholic faith.  The tes mony 
and faith stories from people just like them will have a 
much bigger impact than if it came only from their 
priests.  Stories can be submi#ed anonymously or with 
your name on it. 
Your submission will not be shared without your per-
mission.  Please send your story through the collec on 
or via email to rectory@stbridgetcheshire.org.  
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St. Bridget School 
Update  

Principal: Dr. Nancy Testa 
Director of Campus Ministry: Mrs. Judy Rowinski 

Visit Our School! 
Our school currently offers both in-person and re-
mote learning for  Kindergar ten through Grade 8. 
To learn more about our programs, please call the 
school at 203.272.5860 to set up a tour. 

Our Facebook pages are 
St. Bridget School, Cheshire 

and 
St. Bridget Alumni, Cheshire. 

St. Bridget Pre-Kindergarten 
and Kindergarten Program 

Our Pre- Kindergarten and Kindergarten will be 
open during any/all school closures due to 
COVID-19. We offer small class sizes, 24/7 secu-
rity monitoring, before/a"er car, sani#zed class-
rooms and so much more. We are happy to an-
nounce that many of our remote learners have 
returned to in-person instruc#on. Call us at 
203.272.5860 to learn more about how we can 
support your family’s needs.  

Faith at SBS 
In addition to our Faith being woven into our curriculum, we offer all of our PreK—Grade 8 students 
the opportunity to participate in weekly Mass. Every Friday, one grade is selected to attend Mass in-
person with various students contributing in the Scripture readings and song, while the Mass is live-
streamed in the classroom to the rest of the school. In addition, students are still able to participate in-
person for Grade Level Prayer Services and Adoration. Our Faith is our strength!  

The students in our a"ercare 
program are learning to 

finger knit. 

Zoe made a hat! 
They are learning new 

skills all the #me! 

Apex FunRun Fundraiser 
We are half-way through our Apex leadership 
program, and we are all having so much fun! 
With COVID-19 safety policy in place, Sean 
Gildea and his team visit our classrooms eve-
ry day to dialogue with our students about 
what it means to be a leader. If you would like 
to support this successful fundraiser, please 
call the school at 203.272.5860 and ask to 
speak with Mrs. Christina Cummings.  
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Grade 1, 2, 4, 5 and 6 
Virtual Family Meetings  

Sunday, November 1st  at 9 AM 
Monday, November 2nd at 4 PM and 5:30 PM 

Tuesday, November 3rd at 4 PM 
 

First Communion Classes 
In Person Class 

Sunday, November 1st at 8:30 AM 
Virtual Class  

Sunday, November 15th at 9 AM 
 

Middle School 7th and 8th grades 
Virtual Class 

Sunday, November 1st at 10AM 
Sunday, December 6th at 10AM 

 

 

Confirmation Program  
9th grade 

Virtual Class 
Sunday, November 1st at 5 PM 

Sunday, November 15th at 5 PM 
 

10th grade 
In Person Class 

Sunday, November 1st at 5 PM 
Virtual Class  

Sunday, November 15th at 5PM 

If you haven’t registered your child/children please use the link below to 
register as soon as possible.  

www.stbridgetcheshire.org/religiouseducation or bit.ly/RelEdOnlineReg  

Activity Worksheets for 
this Week’s Liturgy 

Crossword Puzzle 
bit.ly/37wzp86 

Coloring Page 
bit.ly/2TgKrWG 

Office of Religious Education — Donna Yatcko, DRE 
dyatcko@stbridgetschool.org               203.272.6504 

Monday – Friday  8:30 am to 1:30 pm 
Religious Education Schedule 

Archdiocese of Hartford 
2020 Women’s Conference 

 
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the 
Archdiocesan Women's Conference, 
scheduled for November 7, 2020, has 
been postponed to November 6, 2021! 
However, you can experience the Wom-

en's Conference virtually from this fall to next spring on the first 
Wednesday of every month at 7:00 p.m. These virtual events 
are free and will include a workshop followed by a unique prayer 
experience.  
The 2020 virtual conference experience will begin on November 
4, 2020 with the workshop Love, (Hope, Joy, and Mercy) in the 
Time of Sorrow presented by Kerry A. Robinson 
Register for free at bit.ly/3ogMuZf 
For more information about the virtual conference and the sched-
ule of speakers go to  bit.ly/3mfrlN0 or contact the OEEC office 
at OEEC@aohct.org or 860.242.5573. 
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Grand Knight, Jason Molitierno —
jason_molitierno@yahoo.com KNIGHTS KORNER 

Who is Michael J McGivney? 
Catholic Neighbor 

Born and Bred in Immaculate Concep on Parish, Waterbury 
Priest of the Archdiocese of Har&ord 
Rector: St Mary's Church, New Haven 
Pastor: St Thomas' Church, Thomaston 

Founder: Knights of Columbus, New Haven, 1882 
 

IN 1880, THE NEW HAVEN EVENING REGISTER ran a story that read, “In New Haven today, there are not a few chil-
dren of Irish birth who need help, moral as well as physical help. Hundreds of Irish youth of both sexes are growing 
up in our midst, in abject poverty, in filth, wretchedness, and crime for want of help and sympathy.” One wonders if 
this ar cle was read by the young curate of St. Mary’s Church, Father Michael J. McGivney, who founded the Knights 
of Columbus in the basement of that church just two years later. Father McGivney possessed a keen sensi vity to the 
world around him; he recognized what was needed and how to respond. And the need for such “help and sympathy” 
was dire. New Haven, an industrial capital, harbored 216 factories where nearly 5,000 men and 3,000 women la-
bored and faced brutal and dangerous condi ons. Crippling accidents and work-related deaths occurred on a daily 
basis. 
Father McGivney’s faith told him that such condi ons demanded ac on. “Man’s voca-
 on to eternal life,” the Catechism of the Catholic Church teaches, “does not suppress, 
but actually reinforces, his duty to put into ac on in this world the energies and means 
received from the Creator to serve jus ce and peace” (2820). Father McGivney mod-
eled this voca on to the world. 
                                                                    - Dominican Father Peter John Cameron 
 
On Saturday, this neighbor of ours, this Priest of our Archdiocese, and the Founder of a 
great and worthy organiza on, the Knights of Columbus, moves from "Venerable" to 
"Blessed" in his journey to sainthood. Please join the men of our Council as we cele-
brate his Bea fica on Mass at the Cathedral of St Joseph in Har&ord. 

Holiday Balsam Wreath Sale 
Sponsored by the SBoS Men’s Club and St. Bridget School HSA 

Gozzi Family Fresh Greens 

Wreaths ($20 each) are 22” in diameter and include a red bow! 
Orders due by Thursday, November 12th 

Wreaths available for pickup on Saturday 11/28 
and Sunday 11/29 after all Masses 
Send this completed order form with payment to 
175 Main St, Cheshire, CT 06410 or drop in the 
collection basket in an envelope marked “Wreath 
Sales” 

Holiday Balsam Wreath Sale 

Name:  __________________________________________  

Phone Number:____________________________________  

# of Wreaths (circle): 1 2 3 4 5 Other Qty: _____  

Amount enclosed ($20/wreath):  $ ________  
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Ask Father 
Dear Father:  My mom passed away in April.  Re-
cently, I had a dream with my aunt in it.  She 
passed away last year.  In the dream, she told me 
my mom was happy and they were all together.  
What does the Church teach about our loved ones 
visi!ng us in our dreams? 
Dear friend in Christ,  
First, our condolences on the losses you have expe-
rienced recently.  
God o%en uses dreams to communicate with hu-
man beings.  In the Bible, there are many instances 
of important messages being revealed through 
dreams.  I don’t see a reason why your dream 
couldn’t also be from God.  Ask God about it.  See 
what He says.   
God speaking to us in dreams would fall under 
what the Church calls private revela on.  Private 
revela on is what God communicates to an individ-
ual.  Private revela on is not necessary for salva-
 on and does not have to be believed by other 
Catholics. 
Public revela on (the teachings of Jesus as inter-
preted by the Church), on the other hand, is what 
God has communicated to the en re human race.  
Public revela on is all that is necessary for salva-
 on and must be believed by Catholics.   
Public revela on ended with the death of the last 
Apostle.  Private revela on con nues to this day.  
Some examples of private revela on are Marian 
appari ons, dreams and the mys cal wri ngs of 
the saints.  A Catholic does not have to believe 
these things, but may do so if it benefits them and 
they are approved by the Church.   
What we want to avoid is impu ng excessive 
meaning onto our dreams or appealing to the oc-
cult to interpret them or assuming God is not 
speaking to us if we don’t get certain dreams.  We 
have everything we need in the Gospels and the 
teachings of the Church.  We would never want to 
put more value on our dreams (private revela on) 
than the sacraments, Mass, scriptures, etc. (public 
revela on).   
In short, if your dream brings you closer to Jesus 
and does not contradict the teachings of the 
Church, than there is no reason why you cannot 
accept it as a gi% from God. 

St. Bridget School is hosting a Community Shred 
Event on Saturday, November 14, 2020, from 9AM 
until Noon, Rain or Shine, in the parking lot behind 
the rectory! 

Simply pull in, empty your boxes in the bins and 
watch it be shredded in the truck!  All proceeds sup-
port St. Bridget School.  $10 for a standard copy box, 
$15 for a legal size copy box, or $15 per bag!   

The St. Bridget School HSA Presents 
Family Eat Out Night 

 

Wednesday, November 11th 
5pm – 9pm 

Come join other St. Bridget School and 
St. Bridget of Sweden Parish families 

and enjoy dinner at Rossini’s! 
The restaurant will donate a portion of 

all proceeds back to our school. 
Dine-in or Take-out. 

Grab and Go Dinner! 
Saturday, November 14th at 4:30-6:30pm 

Sponsored by the Cheshire Knights of Columbus 

Enjoy the same meal that our Friends Feeding Friends 
Ministry serves at the St Vincent DePaul kitchen! 

Meal includes Two Chicken Legs, Potatoes, Mixed 
Vegetables, Dessert, Juice 

Pick up your meals at the Parish Center and then 
view our St Bridget of Sweden display of luminaries 
for Cheshire's Lights of Hope! 

Meals are $10 in advance, $12 at the door.  If you 
order a meal in advance, your name will be placed in 
a drawing for DOOR PRIZES!  Please order by going to 
the following website: h#p://www.cheshirekofc.org  

Meals ordered in advance must be ordered by No-
vember 12th. 
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Youth Ministry 

Regis O’Neill, Youth Minister 
roneill@stbridgetcheshire.org 

203-233-8489 
 

Verse of the Week 
Proverbs 4:25  
“Let your eyes look straight 
ahead; fix your gaze directly before you.”  

Upcoming Events 
1) Sick of sitting at home? Come join us for a meeting of the 

Next Generation of Disciples youth group! We’ll meet next 
Sunday, November 1st, from 6:30-8:30pm in the St. Brid-
get School gym. All high schoolers are welcome! 

2) Missed our first couple of sessions on The Chosen? You 
can still catch up and join us! You can watch the first 
three episodes on The Chosen’s Youtube page, we’ll 
watch and discuss Episode 4 this 
week! Sign up via this QR code or at 
the link: bit.ly/36mJNyF 

Saint of the Week 
Saint Alphonsus Rodriguez  
Feast Day: October 30th  
Bio: St. Alphonsus Rodriguez was born in Spain in 1533. He 
inherited his family’s textile business at age 23, but things did 
not go well for him from there. His wife, mother, and daughter 
all died within a couple years of each other, and the business 
was not doing well. Alphonsus sold the company, took his 
son, and moved in with his sister. In his early 40s, following 
the death of his son, he applied to join the Jesuits. It took him 
3 tries, but he finally got in! While he could not become a 
priest due to his poor education, he served as the doorkeeper 
at the Jesuit college in Majorca for 45 years. His quiet holi-
ness and devotion to prayer through difficulty and temptation 
serve as an example to us all. St. Alphonsus Rodriguez, pray 
for us! 
Patron Saint of Majorca 

Apologetics 101: 

Theology of the Body 

On October 22nd, the Church celebrated the feast of 
Pope Saint John Paul the Great, one of the most be-
loved saints in history.  Among his most important 
achievements is a series of talks called the Theology of 
the Body – an explana#on of what our bodies reveal 
about us…and God. 
 
· The Theology of the Body shows how sex, mar-

riage, family reveal the ul mate meaning and pur-
pose of life – union.  Ul mately, this is union with 
God.   

· Theology of the Body explores what God’s original 
vision for humanity was before Adam and Eve 
sinned.  Then, the saint shows how a human be-
ing’s encounter with Jesus can restore what was 
lost by our first parents. 

· The human being is an integra on of a body and a 
soul.  We are the only creature in the universe that 
has this dis nc on. 

· The human body and human sexuality are very 
good things.  They are not wrong, dirty, shameful 
or evil.  They are good, glorious and holy. 
- Shame becomes a part of our sexual iden ty 

when we misuse it in a sinful way.  On the oth-
er hand, when we use our sexuality according 
to God’s plan for our lives we grow in virtue 
and holiness.  We become more authen c and 
integrated human beings. 

· Our bodies reveal that we are made to give our-
selves away in love, in complete self-gi%.  We are 
happiest when we give and hold nothing back.  We 
are saddened when, in our selfishness and fear, we 
withhold love and focus on pleasing ourselves. 

 
“Brace yourself! If we take in what the Holy Father is 
saying in his Theology of the Body, we will never view 
ourselves, view others, view the Church, the Sacra-
ments, grace, God, heaven, marriage, the celibate vo-
ca#on...we will never view the world the same way 
again.” – Christopher West 
 
Check out Christopher West’s book Theology of the 
Body for Beginners to start learning more about Theol-
ogy of the Body. 

At this time we are looking for your 
favorite APPETIZER 

recipes. 
Send in those family 

specialties to: 
cookbook@stbridgetcheshire.org. 
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Captain Cassandra Andrea  USAF 
Captain J. Michael Andrea  USAF 

SRA Garrett Barboza, USAF 
Major David B. Beale, US Army 
Specialist Alan Bell, US Army 

Petty Officer 2nd Class Michael Betts, US Navy 
Lieutenant Kevin Briskin, US Army 
ENS Michelle Browning, US Navy 

Sergeant Brian Caouette  
Captain Leslie Ann Capuano, USMC 

Lieutenant Hollis Ann Capuano, US Navy 
Seaman Apprentice Robert Carrano, US Coast Guard 

Private Jack Cavanaugh, US Army 
Tech Sergeant Edward J. Clark, Jr, USAF 

SRA Aaron Desjardins, USAF 
Specialist John Fadus, US Army 

STS-1 Jake Ford, US Navy 
PFC Owen C. Fowler, USMC 

Private Dominic Anthony Giampietro, US Army 
Private Alyza Hernandez, USMC  

Petty Officer 2nd Class Martin Houston, US Navy 
Cdr. Thomas A. Ianucci, USN, Chaplain 

SRA Ryan Jones, USAF 
Petty Officer 3rd Class Neil P. Kenefick, US Navy 

Ryan Kiernan, US Navy 
AWO2 Kyle (DeVylder) Kohl, US Navy 
Lieutenant Jared Korn, US Coast Guard 

Sergeant Gregory J. Kowalski, USMC 
Airman First Class Benjamin M. LeClerc, USAF 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

MA2 Tiana Lefebre, US Navy 
Petty Officer 2nd Class Brian McGrath, US Navy 

LTJG Derek Molkenbuhr, US Navy 
LT Marisa Molkenbuhr, US Navy 

LTJG Trevor Molkenbuhr, US Navy 
Senior Chief Petty Officer Pasquale Moreland, US Navy 

Corporal Ginamarie Mazzucco, USMC 
Lance Corporal Kathryn Mazzucco, USMC 
Airman First Class Anthony Nero, USAF 

Lt. Christopher Nguyen, US Army 
Specialist Eric Normand, US Army 

Chaplain Philip O’Neill, USAF 
Captain Denis L. O’Reilly, USMC 

Specialist Christopher Paier, US Army Natl. Guard 
Private Matthew Planinshek, USMC  
LTJG Jake Patrick Reid, US Navy 
Private Quianna Rios, US Army 

Petty Officer First Class Matthew J. Sansone, US Navy 
Captain Ryan Satterfield, US Marine Corps 

1st Lt. Jack David Senft, US Army 
SRA Myron Simpson, USAF 

Private 1st Class Kevin Stevens, US Army 
Captain Alexander James Topitzer, US Army  

Captain Matthew Neil Topitzer, US Army 
Captain Ryan Van Wie, US Army 

Private 1st Class Connor Valinsky, US Army 
Senior Airman Joe Villano USAF  

Corporal Bernard Vitti, Jr., Marine Corps 
LCpl. Matthew Voelker, USMC 
Airman Mark Zajac, Jr., USAF 

 
 

If you have a name to place on our U.S. Military prayer list, please contact Mary Beth in the Rectory at 203-272-3531 or  
office@stbridgetcheshire.org with the names of family & friends who are on active duty.  Please provide name and 

branch of service.  In this way, our whole parish community can help bring them home safely by our prayers. 

Our U.S. Military Prayer List 

203-699-9226 
175 Sandbank Road, Cheshire, CT 

Thank you for your continued generosity with donations to 
the Cheshire Community Food Pantry.  We gratefully accept 
any donations, but this week we have a particular need for:   

 -boxed potatoes  -apple sauce cups 
 -fruit cups  -juice 
 -beef broth  
Please note that the Food Pantry: 
- Cannot accept expired or opened items 
- Cannot use large industrial canned goods 
- Can accept perishable goods only during Pantry hours 
- Hours are M-W-F 9:00am-12:15pm; T-Th 3:00pm-6:15pm 
- Monetary donations should be sent to:  Cheshire Community 

Food Pantry, P.O. Box 457, Cheshire, CT  06410.   
 

Thank you for your continued support of the Cheshire 
Community Food Pantry and for helping 

our fellow neighbors! 

Our Lady’s Rosary Ministry meets on 
Mondays at 1:30pm at St. Bridget 

Church to pray the rosary. 

Attendees are required to wear a mask 
and maintain social distancing. 
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A Hilzinger 
Family Enterprise
203-250-1515

Fax 203-271-1865
243 Blacks Road • Cheshire

www.blacksroadselfstorage.com

NOLAN’S 
HAMDEN MONUMENT CO.
323 Washington Ave., Hamden 

(Opposite Knights of Columbus Hall)

203-288-8486 | 1-800-852-8865 
Fax 203-287-1593 

John R. Nolan  |  Michael F. Nolan

All the Assistance You Need to Stay at Home

• Companions, PCA’s & Live In’s
• Nursing & Therapy

• Home Modifications
• Respite Services.

(203) 773-1201 • (877) 302-2323 Statewide
www.keepmehome.com

“Hablamos 
Espanol”

State Wide Services

Contact Mary Hoffman to place an ad today! 
mhoffman@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6340

Need Care? We Care.

(203)238-1441     www.FranciscanHC.org

SERVICES INCLUDE:
Skilled Nursing • Hospice Care

Physical, Speech and Occupational Therapy
Medical Social Services 

Home Health Aide Services

Franciscan Home Care and Hospice Care

TREE SERVICE  
& LANDSCAPING LLC

Your Local
INJURY 

LAWYERS
97 Main Street 

Cheshire, CT 06410
203-272-4844

The Catholic Cemeteries Association  
of the Archdiocese of Hartford, Inc.

Open House Specials!!
Please visit our cemeteries during our Fall Open House Program.  Stop in and speak with 

our Family Service Advisors from 9 AM to 2 PM, get a tour of the park and take advantage 
of our Open House Special Offers just for those who visit during the following schedule:

Saturday October 31, 2020
Mt. St. Benedict Cemetery - 1 Cottage Grove Rd. Bloomfield, CT
St. Francis Cemetery - 863 South Main St. Torrington, CT
Mt. St. Peter Cemetery - 219 New Haven Ave. Derby, CT
St. Lawrence Cemetery - 280 Derby Ave. West Haven, CT

Saturday October 24, 2020
St. Mary Cemetery - 1141 Stanley St. New Britain, CT
All Saints Cemetery - 700 Middletown Ave. North Haven, CT
Mt. Olivet Cemetery - 669 Platt Rd. Watertown, CT
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 203-271-0222
 1157 Highland Avenue • Suite 105 • Cheshire 
www.hoynesfinancial.com • Rob Hoynes, ChFC® 

Robert P. Hoynes offers securities and advisory services through SagePoint 
Financial, Inc., member FINRA/SIPC. Insurance services offered through 
Hoynes Financial Group which is not affiliated with SagePoint Financial

We hope you’ll join us this summer
Ages 3-15 • Open House April 26th 1-4pm

43 Candee Rd., Prospect, CT 06712
holidayhilldaycamp.com

 Full Service Garden Center & Florist
 Open Year Round 
 203-272-3228

Indoor Plants • Gift Items • Landscape Plants • Trees • Tropicals
www.CheshireNursery.com • 1317 South Main St., Cheshire

WASTE SYSTEMS
REFUSE & RECYCLING SERVICES

203-272-1992
WWW.AJWASTESYSTEMS.COM

A full service travel agency  
for all your travel needs

Candy Nesbit 203-271-0623
www.elitetravelct.com

445 West Main Street • Cheshire

Karen Brimberg
Realtor®

203-640-4401
karen.brimberg@raveis.com

 Alexander Alexander
  && Grenon Grenon
 chiropractic chiropractic
 c e n t e r , p.c. c e n t e r , p.c.

Dr. Jim Grenon • Dr. Dan Ruddy
203-272-4513 

420 South Main Street • Cheshire
www.CheshireChiropractor.com

Six Point Wealth Advisors 
A private wealth advisory 
practice of Ameriprise 
Financial Services, Inc.

860.426.9950 
100 Queen St. 
Southington, CT 06489 
sixpointwealthadvisors.com

Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc. 
Member FINRA and SIPC.

Providing Non-Medical In-Home Care 
Light Housekeeping, Cooking, Errands,

Hands On Care, 24 Hour Care
203-630-2881 • www.evertherecare.org

Keeping the Cheshire area 
warm for over 128 years.

203-248-2111
www.easternfuel.com

3552 Whitney Avenue
Hamden, CT 06518

2018128th

RN’s, LPN’s & Home Health Aides
Short/Long-Term Assignments • Specialty Services          

675 WEST JOHNSON AVE., CHESHIRE

203-250-1900 • allpointecare.com 

Care When  
& Where  

You Need It

 Animal Medical
 Care of CT, llc
 203-439-2597
 www.animalmedcare.com
490 Cornwall Ave. Ste. 5, Cheshire, CT

Dr’s Kristine Matz • Marjorie O’Neill
Luke Martin

WALLINGFORD 
FUNERAL HOME

809 North Main St. Ext. (203) 269 7777

YALESVILLE 
FUNERAL HOME

386 Main St. • (203) 269 2222
www.wallingfordfh.com

Contact Mary Hoffman to place an ad today! 
mhoffman@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6340

TM

New 
   Insight 

FAMILY EYECARE

Dr. Thomas DeLuca &  
Dr. Fabian Villacis
OPTOMETRISTS

Same Place As Always,  
Same Loving Care

203-758-4447
67 Waterbury Road, Prospect, CT  

www.newinsighteyecare.com
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Italian Restaurant and Pizza
Specializing in: Pizza • Italian Cuisine • Catering

529 West Main Street
Ph: (203) 272-7297 • Fax: (203) 272-0309

www.cheshirerossini.com
Ralph & Luigi Your Hosts

ACHIQ DESIGNS
Fine Jewelry • Repair 

Watch Batteries
1081 SOUTH MAIN STREET, CHESHIRE

203-250-9979 • ACHIQDESIGNS.COM

Your Neighborhood Automotive Shop

203-272-5518
AutoRepairCheshire.com

1451 HIGHLAND AVENUE • CHESHIRE

Lube, Oil & Filter
 $2195

must present coupon at drop off

(For most cars)
(Synthetic oil  
additional charge)

Brake Service
$50 OFF $20 OFF

must present coupon at drop off
4 Wheel Service 2 Wheel Service

G.C. ELECTRIC INC.
Commercial • Industrial • Residential

24 Hour Emergency Service
George Casner & Son

203-272-9521
Family owned and operated for 30 years.

Robert & George Casner
135 Commerce Court, Cheshire

The Largest 
Chevy Dealer in 

Connecticut!

203-272-1000
richardchevy.com

THE LAW OFFICES OF JOSEPH E. BOWMAN
(203) 272-5291 • 315 Highland Avenue • Cheshire

jbowman@jbowmanlaw.com • www.cheshireattorney.com

McCormack Insurance Agency, Inc.
John McCormack 
PARISHIONER
ph: 203-720-0100 
fax: 203-723-7665
22 PARK PLACE, NAUGATUCK, CT 06770

www.mccormackinsurance.com

The Sally Bowman Group
Sally Bowman Broker Associate

220 Old Towne Road
Cheshire CT 06410
203-272-2828 Office
203-687-8026 Cell
Email: sallybowman@bhhsne.com
thesallybowmangroup.bhhsneproperties.com

John J. Palmeri, CPA, LLM
Attorney at Law

www.palmerilaw.com
203-699-9132

john@palmerilaw.com

877-691-9115 
WWW.NELCONTOWING.COM

Towing and Recovery • Auto & Truck Repairs and Service

Saleem & 
Melanie

Gerry Rock
REALTOR
203-640-4849 cell
gerry.rock@cbmoves.com 
Parishioner

Proud to Serve St Bridget of Sweden Parish
96 Railroad Avenue, Cheshire

203-272-2237
www.countrylumber.com

CUSTOM HOMES
Additions • Commercial
Kitchens • Baths

203-272-4323
986 South Main Street 

Cheshire, CT 06410
www.ricciconstructiongroup.com

Ricci
Construction 

Group, Inc.

KITCHENS AND BATHS
by 

A Matter of Style
203-272-1337

986 South Main Street • Cheshire CT 06410
www.amskitchens.com         @amskitchens

cheshire
dental 
associates

Complete Family Dental Care
Cosmetic, Restorative & Implant Dentistry

Prompt Emergency Service
Jeffrey J. Bisson, D.M.D. • Dane B. Fletcher, D.M.D.

482 South Main Street, Cheshire

203-272-2729

Providing: Elderly Care, Hourly,  
Companion, Live-in Caregivers, Weekends

We are taking long-term life ins  
and state cases

Reg. # HCA0000732 
240 Myrtle Street, Shelton, CT 06484Ewa Grzymala

Little Angels Home Care Little Angels Home Care LLCLLC

203-278-1436 • www.littleangels-homecare.com
E: littleangelshomecare48@yahoo.com

Macas Home Care LLC
Individualized Home Care Services

Day, Hourly or Live-in Support

Diabetes Prevention Program
Classes Online, In-person 

& Through Distance Learning

 866-806-2227 info@macashomecare.com

www.macashomecare.com


