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Dear Friends in Christ: 
A Blessed Thanksgiving to you and 
your family!  This coming Thursday 
we celebrate Thanksgiv-
ing Day!  I think it is 
safe to say that this will 
be a Thanksgiving like 
never before!  We cele-
brate this Thanksgiving 
in the midst of a world-
wide pandemic with cas-
es, unfortunately, rising in number day 
after day.  We have all been advised by 
the State authorities and local health 
departments to reconsider any large 
gatherings, even with family, this year 
and instead make provisions for small-
er gatherings.  Sadly it is another spe-
cial day taken away by the COVID 19 
pandemic, or is it? 

You see I love Thanksgiving!  I love 
the fact that on this day families and 
friends “normally” come together 
around a table bursting with delicious 
food, sharing memories and stories of 
past traditions and family members 
which bring laughter and tears, and 
simply enjoy being together!  I do want 
to make a note if this is your first Thanksgiv-
ing after the loss of a loved one, please know of 
my special prayers for you on this coming 
Thanksgiving Day.  May the God of peace 
and comfort enfold you in His embrace. 

Thanksgiving Day has always been a 
special day for me.  I have shared this 
in the past!  I have such amazing mem-
ories of family gatherings, family hikes, 
town football games, family basketball 
games at the local schoolyard or touch 
football in grandma’s backyard.  More 
recently I have enjoyed putting on 
Thanksgiving Dinner for my parents 
and other family and friends.  The past 
Thanksgiving 2019 was the last time I 
was with my brother and his family 

from California.  All plans for any fu-
ture encounters are on hold indefinitely 
due to the Pandemic.  I even, sadly, 
missed my niece Piper’s First Holy 
Communion due to the travel re-
strictions at the time.  I am going to 
miss having my family around the table 

this year but will be con-
nected with all of them in 
my thoughts and in my 
prayers.  I encourage eve-
ryone to be smart and 
make some sacrifices in 
order to stop the spread 

of this virus.  It is a sacrifice but it is a 
sacrifice with the health and safety of 
others at the heart of it.  Don’t we all 
want that? 

Someone asked me the other day if the 
Church was going to encourage people 
to attend Mass on Thanksgiving Day!  I 
said of course we always encourage 
people to attend on Thanksgiving Day 
but this year we will be limited to 100 
people.   

As I was speaking with this parishioner 
it dawned on me that every Mass, every 
celebration of the Eucharist, is an of-
fering of thanks and praise to God for 
all his wonderful works.   

So why not begin Thanksgiving 
Day by coming to Mass at 9am and 
giving thanks to God at the altar.  
There is no better way to 
celebrate Thanksgiving 
than to come to Mass and 
offer our gratitude to 
God for all the many 
blessings He has given to 
us.  Mass also provides us 
the opportunity to pray for those in 
need.  We remember those in need of 
the basic necessities of life, those who 
are struggling with this virus, as well as 
to pray for those in need of support 
and love.  This is one tradition that the 
pandemic cannot stifle.  Even if you 
cannot attend in-person please consid-

er joining us on Livestream and giving 
thanks to God!   

On Thanksgiving, while a secular holi-
day in general, we usually hear the Gos-
pel account of the ten lepers who were 
cured by Jesus, and how only one, a 
Samaritan, returns to thank Jesus.  For 
us as people of faith it can be the occa-
sion to be mindful of the many bless-
ings God has showered upon us and 
offer our gratitude to Him.  So often, 
myself included, we can take those 
blessings for granted like the nine lep-
ers who never return to thank Jesus.  
During this week, take some time and 
consider your blessings.   
· How has the Lord been active in 

your life lately?   
· What  have  you  been  given  that  

you  are  grateful  for?   
· And  in  this  time of pandemic 

where  we  all  have  had  life 
“interrupted” in so many ways, 
have there been particular blessings 
that have come out of it as well? 

But it is still Thanksgiving!  We can 
still give thanks!  We can still make this 
a special day of gratitude!  Perhaps at 
your Thanksgiving dinner table, even 
though somewhat smaller this year, you 
might take the time before eating to 
share among yourselves one or two 
things that you are especially grateful 
for, perhaps even pandemic blessings.  
And may these prompt us all to turn to 
the Lord in prayer to say, “Thank 
You!” 

This Thanksgiving, please know of 
my gratitude to God for each of you, 
and, in particular, for your support, 

care, concern, and love 
for Father Federico and 
myself especially dur-
ing these long and diffi-
cult months!  A day does 
not go by when I do not 
thank God for the gift of 

being your Pastor.  I am honored and 
privileged to serve you.  I am also 
grateful for the gift of Father Federico 
who serves among us in these early 
days of his own priesthood, and for the 
enthusiasm, and talents he brings to us.  
I know we are all most grateful for his 
presence and ministry.  I ask God’s  
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blessings upon us all that we may al-
ways be found to have a grateful heart 
ready and willing to serve the Lord. 

Cheshire’s Lights of Hope…on your 
behalf and mine, I express profound 
gratitude to our Youth Minister Regis 
O’Neill who coordinated the efforts 
this year for our parish, and to all those 
who worked so hard to make the light 
shine on our parish properties for the 
Cheshire’s Lights of Hope.  They were 
here, albeit socially distant, prepping, 
setting up, and lighting all day Saturday, 
and then the next day early in the 
morning to clean up.  I am most grate-
ful to each and every one of them, 
adults and youth, who worked so dili-
gently to help our parish participate in 
this worthy yearly town wide event of 
unity.   

Our volunteers put up almost 1,800 
luminaries on our two campuses!  
Above are two pictures from a drone, 
thanks to Christopher Vignola, of our 
two campuses and what they looked 
like that night.  The Lights of Hope is 
always a wonderful sign of the unity of 
our community as one drives around 
town and sees so many homes, busi-
nesses, and places of worship coming 
together and lighting up our town in 
solidarity and in hope.   

I wish to express my profound grati-
tude to the 707 families who have 
contributed, as of November 16, 
2020, (this bulletin went to print be-
fore numbers were received this 

week) to our Annual Family Com-
mitment, a total of $206,106.50, 
which reflects the generosity of 22.81% 
of our families.  Thank you for your 
commitment and dedication to our 
parish family. 

As I am sure you are aware, the added 
expense of doing projects to your fami-
ly home can be overwhelming.  Now 
imagine the buildings and the size of 
the buildings we have to care for.  It 
gets quite costly when major repairs 
need to be made.  And there are always 
repairs needed, aren’t there.  As a fami-
ly of faith we have a responsibility and 
an obligation to ensure our facilities are 
up-to-date and running efficiently.  We 
need EVERY family in our parish 
family to make a commitment ac-
cording to their means to help us 
reach this goal.  Thank you for the 
deep love you have for our parish fami-
ly. 

That said, I also want to express my 
profound gratitude during this week 
of Thanksgiving for the phenome-
nal, tremendous, and humbling 
generosity of our parishioners 
THROUGHOUT this time of pan-
demic.  Your financial support of the 
parish is truly remarkable and, as your 

Pastor, I am grateful for your contin-
ued financial support which enables us 
not only to pay the utilities but to con-
tinue to have our staff here working 
together to meet the very real needs of 
our parishioners.  Likewise, your gener-
osity has enabled us to develop new 
programs, both in-person and virtual, 
as we think outside the box and minis-
ter in the midst of a pandemic, above 
all, to meet the most important needs 
of our people, their spiritual needs.  
Thank you for helping us to make that 
possible by your support and generosi-
ty! 

As always remember to pray for our 
parish family and ask God’s blessings 
as we build His kingdom here even 
during a pandemic.  Please know that I 
am praying for you, and I ask for your 
prayers for me, that together through 
the intercession of Saint Bridget of 
Sweden, our Patron, and Blessed Fa-
ther Michael J. McGivney, and united 
in the Eucharist, we will reflect the 
presence of Jesus to the world. 
 

HAPPY THANKSGIVING! 

Annual Family 
Commitment 2020 

Aerial View of St. Thomas Becket Church Campus Aerial View of St. Bridget Church Campus 
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SAINT BRIDGET OF SWEDEN PARISH—WHERE CHRIST IS OUR LIGHT 
 

Rectory ...........................................................................203-272-3531 
Fax ..................................................................................203-271-3356 
Email .................................................... rectory@stbridgetcheshire.org 
Bulle n Submissions ............................. office@stbridgetcheshire.org 
Social Media ......................... communica ons@stbridgetcheshire.org 
Mailing Address .......................... 175 Main Street, Cheshire, CT 06410 

S . B"#$%&  C'(")' 
175 Main Street, Cheshire, CT 

S . T'*+-/ B&)0&  C'(")' 
435 North Brooksvale Road, Cheshire, CT

The Reverend Jeffrey V. Romans, KCHS, Pastor 
The Reverend Anthony J. Federico, III, Parochial Vicar 

Pastoral Staff 
Mr. Paul Iadarola, Deacon ● Dr. Richard Wilber, Deacon 

Sister Patricia Cigrand, A.S.C.J., Pastoral Associate 
Mrs. Julia Atwood, Music Director 

Mrs. Donna Yatcko, Religious Education Director 
Mr. Regis O’Neill, Youth Minister 

Dr. Nancy Testa, Saint Bridget School Principal 
Parish Trustees 

Mr. Mark Izzo ● Mrs. Candace Nesbit 
Parish Staff 

Mrs. Madelyn Banti, Admin Assistant 
Mrs. Mary Beth Chamberlain, Admin Assistant 

Miss Victoria Clarizio, Admin Assistant for Communications 
Mr. Anthony Ginnetti, Sacristan 

Online 
Offertory ........................................ $6,805.92 

 

Our collection for the week of November 15th 

Mailed-in/Dropped Off 
Offertory ......................................... $8,160.55 
World Mission ................................... $20.00 
All Saints ............................................. $27.00 
CCHD ............................................... $100.00 

Mail your offertory donation to 
175 Main St, Cheshire, CT 06410 

CCHD—Helping People Help Themselves 
Our Holy Father, Pope Francis, said, “The measure of the 
greatness of a society is found in the way it treats those 
most in need, those who have nothing apart from their 
poverty.” Please join in the Church’s mission to help the 
most vulnerable among us at today’s collec on.  

Holiday Mass Schedule 
Thanksgiving Day, 11/26—9am Mass 

Friday, 11/27—9am Mass 
There is NO 7am Mass on Thursday & Friday this week. 
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Saturday, November 21st: The Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
9:00 a.m. SBC Gloria Votto Bob & Jeanne 
  Schneider 
4:00 p.m. SBC Francis Pronovost, Sr.—8th Family 
 Anniversary 
5:15 p.m. SBC Dolly Maratea & Fannie &  Family 
 Dominic Castaldo 
Sunday, November 22nd: Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe 
7:00 a.m. SBC John & Mary DiMugno The Family 
8:00 a.m. SBC Paulette Lambert—10th The Family 
 Anniversary 
9:00 a.m. SBC Special Intention 
10:30 a.m. SBC Marek Chodakowski Wife & Daughter 
12:00 p.m. SBC Jean W. Watson—9th  Her Daughter, Laureen 
 Anniversary Mastroianni 
Monday, November 23rd 
7:00 a.m. SBC Gloria Votto Michael & Judy 
  Packard 
9:00 a.m. SBC Salvatore & Mary Mascia Peter & Mary Mongillo 
Tuesday, November 24th: Saint Andrew Dũng-Lac, Priest, and 
Companions, Martyrs 
7:00 a.m. SBC The People of St. Bridget of Sweden Parish 
Wednesday, November 25th 
7:00 a.m. SBC Edward Hanlon, Jr.—3rd Lori Hanlon 
 Anniversary 
9:00 a.m. SBC School Mass—Doris Borowy Mike Johnson 
Thursday, November 26th 
NO 7 a.m. Mass 
9:00 a.m. SBC Fred Prekosovich The Family 
Friday, November 27th 
NO 7 a.m. Mass 
9:00 a.m. SBC David Boland—7th Margaret & Family 
 Anniversary  
Saturday, November 28th 
9:00 a.m. SBC Patricia Welch Ward The Family 
4:00 p.m. SBC James Barrante Marilyn O’Neil 
5:15 p.m. SBC Richard Fadus  Family 
Sunday, November 29th: First Sunday of Advent 
7:00 a.m. SBC Thomas Brady Rosetta McGovern 
8:00 a.m. SBC Carmine Landisio Paul & Rosemary  
  Voegeli 
9:00 a.m. SBC Joseph Tomaszek & Sophie  Family 
 Tomaszeck 
10:30 a.m. SBC Yolanda Genovese Marc & Vivian Ciampi 
12:00 p.m. SBC Frank & Mary Lu D’Amato  Family 

The Tabernacle candle at 
St. Bridget Church  
shines this week for  

David Boland 
Requested by His Wife Margaret & Family 

The Tabernacle candle at 
St. Thomas Becket Church  

shines this week for 
The Souls in Purgatory 

The television Mass is simulcast 
everyday at 10:00 a.m. on WCCT-TV 
WB20 and WCTX-TV MyTV9.  It can 
also be seen Saturday and Sunday at 

5:00 a.m. on WCCT-TV. 
It can also be viewed online at 

h#ps://www.ortv.org/streaming/
streaming.htm  

 
We will have live in-
person Eucharis!c Ado-
ra!on on Friday, No-
vember 27th from 1:00 
to 2:00 pm in St. Bridget 
Church. 
 

Per State of Connec cut 
guidelines, occupancy is limited to 100 
persons.  Appropriate masking and so-
cial distancing must be followed.  Use 
the link below to the Sign-up Genius to 
sign up to a#end.  

bit.ly/Signup-Adora on 

The 2021 Mass book is now available to 
reserve Mass intentions through June 
2021. 
Please call the rectory at 203-272-3531 
during office hours (Monday-Friday, 
8:30am-4:30pm) to reserve a Mass. 
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We are currently offering the following 
Masses in St. Bridget Church: 

 

V Monday—7am & 9am 

V Tuesday—7am 

V Wednesday—7am & 9am 

V Thursday—7am 

V Friday—7am & 9am 

V Saturday—9am, 4pm & 5:15pm 

V Sunday—7am, 8am, 9am, 10:30am, & 
12noon 

To attend Mass sign up at 
https://bit.ly/masssignup 

 

NOTE: The dispensation from the Sunday obligation 
previously granted to all Catholics of the archdiocese 
by the Archbishop has been extended through Tues-
day, February 16, 2021.  
Those in high-risk categories are encouraged to con-
tinue staying home, even as others begin to return to 
Mass.  The decision to attend is yours.  Please use 
prudence and good judgement in considering if you 
should attend a public Mass at this time. 

JOIN US FOR OUR ONLINE SERVICES! 
 

V Sunday, 11/22 at 10:30AM—Celebration 
of the Mass 

V Monday, 11/23 at 1PM—Get to know 
our heavenly family—a brief talk about 
Saint Andrew Dũng-Lac 

V Wednesday, 11/25 at 1PM—Liturgy of 
the Hours 

V Thursday, 11/26 at 9AM—Celebration 
of Thanksgiving Day Mass 

V Friday, 11/27 at 1PM—one hour of 
Adoration 

V Sunday, 11/29 at 10:30AM—Celebration 
of the Mass 

Ready to attend services in person?  See be-
low for services and events you can attend in 
person, using appropriate masking, social dis-
tancing, & occupancy guidelines, of course!  

Not comfortable coming in person?  That’s 
OK!  We have plenty of online services for 
you!  See below for this week’s schedule 
and how to join virtually. 

Online Services can be viewed on the 
homepage of our website at 
www.stbridgetcheshire.org  

on YouTube h#ps://bit.ly/SBoSYTChannel 
or Facebook @stbridgetofswedenparish 

NOTE:  Appropriate masking, social distancing, and occu-
pancy guidelines must be followed at all services, meet-
ings & events.   

NGD Mee!ng on Sunday, November 22nd, from 
6:30-8:30pm in the St. Bridget School Gym.   
Rosary every Monday at 1:30pm in St. Bridget 
Church 
The Chosen Video Study on Tuesday, November 
24th at 6:15pm in Father Frisbie Hall 
Adora!on every Friday 1-2pm in St. Bridget Church - 
sign up at bit.ly/Signup-Adora on 
Drive-thru CONFESSIONS available every Saturday at 
3:00pm un l heard 
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For more informa!on to be"er understand the readings, go to bit.ly/3nycbmK 

Today is the Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ,  
King of the Universe 

The readings for today can be found at 
h#ps://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/112220.cfm 

Today’s Gospel passage is the conclusion of Jesus’ discourse with his disciples. It is about the end of 
time, the coming of the Son of Man, and the final judgment. We hear this description of the final judgment 
at the conclusion of our liturgical year, the Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ the King. In the context of 
Matthew’s Gospel, this passage might also be read as a conclusion of Matthew’s report on Jesus’ life 
and ministry; the remaining chapters report the events of Jesus’ Passion and Resurrection. 

In today’s Gospel, Jesus describes to his disciples the scene of the judgment of the Son of Man. All the 
nations will be assembled before him, and he will separate them as a shepherd separates sheep and 
goats upon their return from the pasture. The judgments made by the Son of Man will be based upon the 
acts of mercy shown to the least ones—the hungry, the thirsty, the naked, the ill, and the imprisoned. 
Indeed, Jesus, who suffered on the Cross, identifies himself with the least ones. 

Recall that last week’s parable of the talents taught us that the gifts that we have been given are intended to be used for the service of 
others, especially the least among us. Our judgment before God will be based not only on how we have used these gifts and talents, 
but also on how we have extended ourselves in service to these least ones. Indeed, Jesus tells us that whenever we have served 
these least ones, we have served Christ himself. 
When we read today’s Gospel in the context of the chapters that follow in Matthew’s Gospel, we learn the extent to which Jesus iden-
tifies with the least ones. In accepting death on the cross, Jesus shows himself to be one of the hungry, the naked, the ill, and the 
imprisoned. To accept Jesus is to accept him who suffered and died on the Cross as one of the least ones.. 

www.loyolapress.com    

Apologetics 101: 
The Origin of the Solemnity of Jesus Christ, King of the Universe 

 

· In 1925, Pope Pius XI saw how much secularism and worldly influence was eroding the faith of Catho-
lics and causing darkness in the culture and in the Church. 

· He ins tuted the Feast of Jesus Christ, King of the Universe, to help Catholics understand that no 
earthly leader, no ins tu on, no government, no poli cal party, no social movement and no worldly 
business can bring peace and jus ce on earth.  Only Jesus can.   

- This feast is a reminder that Jesus has absolute dominion and authority over the events of the 
world. 

- Everything that happens does so because He causes it or permits it.   
- No leader or government on earth has this kind of power. 

· The Pope writes: “the manifold evils in the world were due to the fact that the majority of men had 
thrust Jesus Christ and his holy law out of their lives; that these had no place either in private affairs or 
in poli"cs: and we said further, that as long as individuals and states refused to submit to the rule of 
our Savior, there would be no really hopeful prospect of a las"ng peace among na"ons.” 

· During this tumultuous  me in our country and in our world, we should remember the origin of this 
great feast and Who holds the real power.   

 

To read Pope Pius XI’s encyclical Quas Primas establishing the feast, click here: bit.ly/3ny04pS 
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Ask Father 
Dear Father:  You spoke at Mass on Monday about an 
orphan spirit.  I was wondering if you could put it in the 
“Ask Father” column because I believe not many people 
know about it and it would benefit them greatly.  I know 
it spoke to me and reminded me that God loves me un-
condi"onally, not because I am good but because He is 
good.  
Dear friend in Christ,  
The ‘orphan spirit’ relates to a Chris an who prac ces the 
faith and a#ends to their spiritual life but, deep inside, 
does not really believe that they are a beloved son or 
daughter of the Father.  A person with an orphan spirit 
does not truly believe that God cherishes them, favors 
them, desires them and loves them.   
As a spiritual ‘orphan’, they secretly believe that they 
have to make happiness happen in their own lives by 
sheer effort of will and self-reliance.  So they end up going 
their whole lives fulfilling all the external obliga ons of 
the Catholic faith without ever experiencing the powerful, 
personal love of God the Father.  
If you suffer from the orphan spirit (and maybe you didn’t 
even know you did before now!) here’s what you should 
do: 
· Say “in the Name of Jesus, I renounce this orphan 

spirit and I believe that my iden ty is a beloved son/
daughter of God the Father, whether I feel it or not.”   
- Renounce it every day in the Name of Jesus.  
- If you don’t believe that your iden ty is a beloved 

child of God, keep saying this every day un l you 
do.  Fake it  ll you make it!   

· Ask God the Father to introduce Himself to you.  Tell 
Him you want to start living from your iden ty as His 
beloved child and no longer as a spiritual orphan. 

· Read John 3:16 and meditate on it. 
· Ask the Father to show you the cause of the orphan 

spirit in your life.  If the cause of the orphan spirit re-
quires you to go to Confession, come to Confession 
right away. 

· Start referring every li#le thing throughout the day to 
the Father.   
- “Wow, Father, is this a long red light.” 
- “Look at that, Father, they have one le* in my 

size.”  
- “Father, I’m stressed, please be a Father to me 

right now.” 

IS UNDERWAY! 
The Advent Giving Tree program is up and running 
– both inside St. Bridget Church and virtually on our 
Sign Up Genius page!  Find the virtual Advent Giv-
ing Tree online at bit.ly/2UfUU5b 

If you pull from the Tree at Church, please attach 
the WISH STAR/TAG with the yarn to your wrapped 
package. If you select your gift from the Sign Up 
Genius, write down the complete gift description and 
Code of the gift and attach that to your wrapped gift. 
If you are donating a gift card, include a gift receipt if 
possible to guarantee the card has been activated.  

*** Please return your wrapped gifts by 
Sunday, December 6th *** 

You can place your gift(s) under the Tree after all 
Masses or for a safe, quick drop off, bring your gifts 
to the St. Bridget School Cafeteria/Parish Center 
vestibule on Saturdays (3:45p.m. – 6:15p.m.) and 
Sundays (7:15am – 1pm). Limited drop off will be 
available Monday, Wednesday and Friday in St. 
Bridget Church parking lot from 8:30a.m. – 9:30am. 

The Spirit of the Franciscan Christmas Fair 
November 21-December 20, 2020 

This year, because of the pandemic, our Franciscan 
Christmas Fair, benefitting the Franciscan Life Center 
and Franciscan Home Care and Hospice Care will be 
online. We invite you to join us for The Spirit of the 
Franciscan Christmas Fair November 21 - December 
20, 2020. We will be recapturing the spirit of our Living 
Crèche from past years, selling fair items online in-
cluding Christmas trees, wreaths, centerpieces, pot-
tery, handmade miniature reindeer, handmade can-
dles, Merry Miscellaneous items, Holy Land pieces 
and more. There is a Basket Raffle and Santa and 
Mrs. Claus will be live from the North Pole. Please join 
us in supporting The Spirit of the Franciscan Christ-
mas Fair by visiting franciscanchristmasfair.org.  
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Youth Ministry 

Regis O’Neill, Youth Minister 
roneill@stbridgetcheshire.org 

203-233-8489 
 

Upcoming Events 
1) Come join us for a meeting of the Next Generation of Dis-

ciples youth group! We have games, snacks, and a wel-
coming, fun community. We’ll meet next Sunday, Novem-
ber 29th, from 6:30-8:30pm in the St. Bridget School 
gym. All high schoolers are welcome! 

2) Missed our first few sessions of The Chosen? You can 
still catch up and join us! You can 
watch the first seven episodes on 
The Chosen’s Youtube page, and 
we’ll watch and discuss Episode 8 
this Tuesday at 6:15pm in the Fr. 
Frisbie Hall! 
Sign up via this QR code or at the 
link: bit.ly/36mJNyF 

Saint of the Week 
St. Columban  
Feast Day: November 26th  
Bio: As a young Irish man, St. Columban was tormented with 
temptations of the flesh. He sought the advice of a religious 
hermit, who suggested that he seek solace in removal from 
the world. Taking this to heart, Columban joined a monastery. 
Some years later, he traveled with several companions to 
Gaul as a missionary. His work there was incredibly success-
ful, and he is credited with founding several monasteries. In a 
time of lax clergy and civil strife, Columban and his compan-
ions were renowned for their rigorous discipline and adher-
ence to teaching. For criticizing the Gaulish king’s promiscui-
ty, he was deported back to Ireland. He eventually found his 
way to Italy, where he founded one final monastery called 
Bobbio. He died there in 615 AD. St. Columban, pray for us! 

Verse of the Week 
2 Timothy 1:7  
“For God gave us a spirit not of 
fear but of power and love and 
self-control.”  

At this time we are looking for your 
favorite SOUP & SALAD 

recipes. 
Send in those family 

specialties to: 
cookbook@stbridgetcheshire.org. 

O Come, O Come Emmanuel 
Preparing for the Coming of Christ  

in a Time of Pandemic 
 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 2, 6:00 – 7:00 PM 
St. Bridget Church 

Presenter:  Fr. Ryan Lerner 
Chaplain of St. Thomas More Catholic Chapel and 

Center at Yale University and Chancellor of the 
Archdiocese 

 

The evening will include an Advent meditation in the 
context of a Holy Hour with Eucharistic Adoration. 

 

To register use the Sign – Up Genius link 
bit.ly/38minI6 or call the parish office. 

Father Michael McGivney: An American Blessed 
 

DOCUMENTARY & DISCUSSION 
on the LIFE of 

BLESSED MICHAEL J. MCGIVNEY 
 

Monday, November 30th 
7:00 p.m. 

St. Bridget of Sweden Parish Center 
 

We have a priest from the Archdiocese of Hartford on his 
way to being a Saint!  Recently, Father Michael J. 

McGivney, the founder of the Knights of Columbus, was 
beatified. Join us on Monday, November 30th, at 7 PM in 

the Parish Center to learn more about this local priest.  
 

Space is limited to 25 people! 
Sign up early to reserve your spot! 

 

Sign-up Genius link: https://bit.ly/38minI6  
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St. Bridget School 
Update  

Principal: Dr. Nancy Testa 
Director of Campus Ministry: Mrs. Judy Rowinski 

St. Bridget Pre-Kindergarten 
and Kindergarten Program 

Our Pre- Kindergarten and Kindergarten will be 
open during any/all school closures due to COVID-
19. We offer small class sizes, 24/7 security monitor-
ing, Before/A#er Care, sani"zed classrooms and so 
much more. Please visit our school website at 
www.stbridgetschool.org to see the many wonderful 
things about our school. You can also take a virtual 
tour or call us at 203.272.5860 to book an in-person 
tour. 

Calling all Alumni! 
The SBS Marketing and Development Committee 

continues to update it’s graduate database. 
Please email Christina Cummings at 

ccummings@stbridgetschool.org if you are 
an SBS graduate. 

We are so excited obout our new 
video on FaceBook in celebration of 

Discover Catholic Schools Week 
2020-We encourage you to please 

take a look!  

Suppor!ng St. Bridget School 
As many of you know, fundraising for Catholic schools is extremely important in order to help provide the materials 
and tools needed for our students to succeed. Currently, we have fundraisers that can also help you during this busy 
season:  

Balsam Wreaths—sale extended un l November 30th!  To place your orders, please contact the school at 
203.272.5860 or email our Home and School Associa on President, Mrs. Amy Franco, at 
hsapres@stbridgetschool.org.  

Charleston Wrapping Paper Sale through December 1st.  Products include wrapping paper and home gi* 
items.  Go to bit.ly/SBSWrap to shop online.  Items are shipped directly to your home! 

These ongoing fundraisers are available throughout the year: 
Þ Boon Supply, formerly Mixed Bag Designs, now offers a huge variety of products!  40% of each sale goes to our 

school while orders are delivered directly to your home!  h#ps://www.boonsupply.com/collec ons/610765-st-
bridget-school 

Þ St. Bridget School is now registered for Amazon Smile.  Whenever you purchase from Amazon, please be sure to 
use this link: h#ps://smile.amazon.com/ch/06-0719610  Purchases are exactly the same as regular Amazon, but 
this will credit St. Bridget a percentage each  me you buy! 
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Grade 1, 2, 4, 5 and 6 
Virtual Family Meetings  

Sunday, December 6th at 9 AM 
Monday, December 7th at 4 PM and 5:30 PM 

Tuesday, December 8th at 4 PM 
 

First Communion Classes 
In Person Class 

Sunday, December 6th at 8:30 AM 
Virtual Class  

Sunday, December 20th at 9 AM 
 

Middle School 7th and 8th grades 
Virtual Class 

Sunday, December 6th at 10AM 
Sunday, January 10th at 10AM 

 

 

Confirmation Program  
9th grade 

Virtual Class 
Sunday, December 6th at 5 PM 

Sunday, December 20th at 5 PM 
 
 

10th grade 
In Person Class 

Sunday, December 6th at 5 PM 
Virtual Class  

Sunday, December 20th at 5PM 

If you haven’t registered your child/children please use the link below to 
register as soon as possible.  

www.stbridgetcheshire.org/religiouseducation or bit.ly/RelEdOnlineReg  

Activities for this Week’s Liturgy 
Word Search—bit.ly/2Ha8rIN 

Coloring Page—bit.ly/38LI3Am 

Crossword Puzzle—bit.ly/2K9yPn6 

Christ the King Craft—bit.ly/2KiGks7 

Office of Religious Education — Donna Yatcko, DRE 
dyatcko@stbridgetschool.org               203.272.6504 

Monday – Friday  8:30 am to 1:30 pm 
Religious Education Schedule 

Christmas Poinsettia Orders 
Two colors available!—Red or  

Two sizes available!—6” or 8” 
Orders due by December 7th 

Flowers will be available for pick up on 12/12 & 12/13 a*er Masses 
Send this completed form with payment to 175 Main St, 
Cheshire, CT 06410 or drop in the collec on basket in an 
envelope marked “Poinse<a Sales”.  Cash or Checks made 

payable to St. Bridget of Sweden Men’s Club 
 ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Name: _______________________________________________  
Phone: _______________________________________________  
E-mail: _______________________________________________  
Indicate the amount of each (red or white, small or large) in the 
boxes below. 

Poinse#a Color Quan!ty - Small 
6” ($10) 

Quan!ty – Large 
8” ($15) 

Red     

White     

Total Ordered     
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Grand Knight, Jason Molitierno —
jason_molitierno@yahoo.com KNIGHTS KORNER 

In today’s world it is easier than ever to get caught up in the busyness and materialism that 
surrounds the celebration of Christmas. Losing sight of Jesus, born for us in Bethlehem over 
2000 years ago, we forget to prepare our families to welcome him into our hearts on Christ-
mas morning. Knights step into the breach by focusing on the true reason for the Christmas 
season, Jesus Christ, through a variety of activities under the Keep Christ in Christmas Pro-
gram. Planning a Keep Christ in Christmas activity is a great way to prepare our families to 
celebrate Jesus’ birth in the proper context.  

Here in Cheshire, our local Council wants to bring this to those who can be most affected by 
this materialism, our children. We are offering a free 6 inch by 6 inch magnetized "Keep 
Christ in Christmas" emblem similar to the one shown below, to all parish children under the 
age of twelve. 
These magnetized vinyl emblems readily stay in place on a car door, refrigerator door or side, 
or, with a little imagination and cellophane tape, on a door to a super private bedroom of his 
or her choice. Any child (or parent for that matter) who wants one can send an email to our 
scholarship email address kofc2978scholarship@gmail.com listing their name, school and 
teacher's name and one will be delivered to their school office in the next few days. With the 
First Sunday in Advent coming next weekend it's time to remind everyone to KEEP CHRIST IN CHRISTMAS.  

The Cheshire Knights of Columbus will be sponsoring 
a Red Cross Blood Drive on Saturday, December 5th 
from 8am-1pm in Father Frisbie Hall. 

To schedule an appointment call 1-800-RED CROSS 
(1-800-733-2767) or visit RedCrossBlood.org and 
enter sponsor code: STBC 

The Harvest Garden has closed for the season. 
325lbs of produce and herbs were delivered 
to the Cheshire Community Food Pantry.  
Thank you to everyone who 
volunteered their time and skills to this ministry! 

High Honors 
Colby Ciampi 

Francesco De Vivo 
Braden Downey 
Jake Gesseck  

Alvin Nellik 
Charles Puckhaber 

Mario Pugliese 
Robert Quan 
John Strell 

 

Honors 
David Houle  

Perry Mackey  
Peter Mercugliano 
Peyton Mongrain 

Xavier High School 
1st Quarter Honor Roll 
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Captain Cassandra Andrea  USAF 
Captain J. Michael Andrea  USAF 

SRA Garrett Barboza, USAF 
Major David B. Beale, US Army 
Specialist Alan Bell, US Army 

Petty Officer 2nd Class Michael Betts, US Navy 
Lieutenant Kevin Briskin, US Army 
ENS Michelle Browning, US Navy 

Sergeant Brian Caouette  
Captain Leslie Ann Capuano, USMC 

Lieutenant Hollis Ann Capuano, US Navy 
Seaman Apprentice Robert Carrano, US Coast Guard 

Private Jack Cavanaugh, US Army 
Tech Sergeant Edward J. Clark, Jr, USAF 

SRA Aaron Desjardins, USAF 
Specialist John Fadus, US Army 

STS-1 Jake Ford, US Navy 
PFC Owen C. Fowler, USMC 

Private Dominic Anthony Giampietro, US Army 
Private Alyza Hernandez, USMC  

Petty Officer 2nd Class Martin Houston, US Navy 
Cdr. Thomas A. Ianucci, USN, Chaplain 

SRA Ryan Jones, USAF 
Petty Officer 3rd Class Neil P. Kenefick, US Navy 

Ryan Kiernan, US Navy 
AWO2 Kyle (DeVylder) Kohl, US Navy 
Lieutenant Jared Korn, US Coast Guard 

Sergeant Gregory J. Kowalski, USMC 
Airman First Class Benjamin M. LeClerc, USAF 

MA2 Tiana Lefebre, US Navy 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Petty Officer 2nd Class Brian McGrath, US Navy 
LTJG Derek Molkenbuhr, US Navy 
LT Marisa Molkenbuhr, US Navy 

LTJG Trevor Molkenbuhr, US Navy 
Senior Chief Petty Officer Pasquale Moreland, US Navy 

Corporal Ginamarie Mazzucco, USMC 
Lance Corporal Kathryn Mazzucco, USMC 
Airman First Class Anthony Nero, USAF 

Lt. Christopher Nguyen, US Army 
Specialist Eric Normand, US Army 

Chaplain Philip O’Neill, USAF 
Captain Denis L. O’Reilly, USMC 

Specialist Christopher Paier, US Army Natl. Guard 
Private Matthew Planinshek, USMC  
LTJG Jake Patrick Reid, US Navy 
Private Quianna Rios, US Army 

Petty Officer First Class Matthew J. Sansone, US Navy 
Captain Ryan Satterfield, US Marine Corps 

Lt. Ellie Marie Senft, US Army 
Captain Jack David Senft, US Army 

SRA Myron Simpson, USAF 
Private 1st Class Kevin Stevens, US Army 

Captain Alexander James Topitzer, US Army 
Captain Matthew Neil Topitzer, US Army 

Captain Ryan Van Wie, US Army 
Private 1st Class Connor Valinsky, US Army 

Senior Airman Joe Villano USAF  
Corporal Bernard Vitti, Jr., Marine Corps 

LCpl. Matthew Voelker, USMC 
Airman Mark Zajac, Jr., USAF 

 
 If you have a name to place on our U.S. Military prayer list, please contact Mary Beth in the Rectory at 203-272-3531 or  

office@stbridgetcheshire.org with the names of family & friends who are on active duty.  Please provide name and 
branch of service.  In this way, our whole parish community can help bring them home safely by our prayers. 

Our U.S. Military Prayer List 

203-699-9226 
175 Sandbank Road, Cheshire, CT 

Thank you for your continued generosity with donations to 
the Cheshire Community Food Pantry.  We gratefully accept 
any donations, but this week we have a particular need for:   

 -mashed potatoes -granola bars 
 -bottled juice  -dish soap 
 -toilet paper  
Please note that the Food Pantry: 
- Cannot accept expired or opened items 
- Cannot use large industrial canned goods 
- Can accept perishable goods only during Pantry hours 
- Hours are M-W-F 9:00am-12:15pm; T-Th 3:00pm-6:15pm 
- Monetary donations should be sent to:  Cheshire Community 

Food Pantry, P.O. Box 457, Cheshire, CT  06410.   
 

Thank you for your continued support of the Cheshire 
Community Food Pantry and for helping 

our fellow neighbors! 

WE ARE LOOKING FOR STORIES OF FAITH! 
Please tell us how you became Catholic and why 
you stayed Catholic.  Describe what the Catholic 
faith means to you.  How has the faith helped you 
in the tough and dark  mes of life?  How has your 
faith helped you during this pandemic?  Tell us 
about any incredible and upli*ing supernatural 
experiences that have happened to you.   
Stories can be submi#ed anonymously or with 
your name on it.  Your submission will not be 
shared without your permission.  Please send 
your story through the collec on or via email to 
rectory@stbridgetcheshire.org.  
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A Hilzinger 
Family Enterprise
203-250-1515

Fax 203-271-1865
243 Blacks Road • Cheshire

www.blacksroadselfstorage.com

NOLAN’S 
HAMDEN MONUMENT CO.
323 Washington Ave., Hamden 

(Opposite Knights of Columbus Hall)

203-288-8486 | 1-800-852-8865 
Fax 203-287-1593 

John R. Nolan  |  Michael F. Nolan

All the Assistance You Need to Stay at Home

• Companions, PCA’s & Live In’s
• Nursing & Therapy

• Home Modifications
• Respite Services.

(203) 773-1201 • (877) 302-2323 Statewide
www.keepmehome.com

“Hablamos 
Espanol”

State Wide Services

Contact Mary Hoffman to place an ad today! 
mhoffman@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6340

Need Care? We Care.

(203)238-1441     www.FranciscanHC.org

SERVICES INCLUDE:
Skilled Nursing • Hospice Care

Physical, Speech and Occupational Therapy
Medical Social Services 

Home Health Aide Services

Franciscan Home Care and Hospice Care

TREE SERVICE  

Your Local
INJURY 

LAWYERS
97 Main Street 

Cheshire, CT 06410
203-272-4844

 Catholic Cemeteries Association is making it easier
 than ever to pre-plan your cemetery arrangements
 Why pre-plan?
• It ensures your wishes are carried out
• It is the greatest gift you can leave your family and loved ones
• It locks in your pricing, without being subjected to price increases in the future

And Catholic cemeteries association is making it
even easier with our end of 2020 special!

Purchase any grave space or mausoleum and enjoy
0% financing, with no money down!

Call one of our family services coordinators today for more details!
Offer expires 12/31/20

Any space more
than $7500, pay
24 even monthly

payments for two years

Any space less
than $7500, pay
12 even monthly

payments for one year
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 203-271-0222
1157 Highland Avenue • Suite 105 • Cheshire

www.hoynesfinancial.com • Rob Hoynes, ChFC® 
Securities offered through LPL Financial. Member FINRA/SIPC

We hope you’ll join us this summer
Ages 3-15 • Open House April 26th 1-4pm

43 Candee Rd., Prospect, CT 06712
holidayhilldaycamp.com

 Full Service Garden Center & Florist
 Open Year Round 
 203-272-3228

Indoor Plants • Gift Items • Landscape Plants • Trees • Tropicals
www.CheshireNursery.com • 1317 South Main St., Cheshire

WASTE SYSTEMS
REFUSE & RECYCLING SERVICES

203-272-1992
WWW.AJWASTESYSTEMS.COM

A full service travel agency  
for all your travel needs

Candy Nesbit 203-271-0623
www.elitetravelct.com

445 West Main Street • Cheshire

Karen Brimberg
Realtor®

203-640-4401
karen.brimberg@raveis.com

 Alexander Alexander
  && Grenon Grenon
 chiropractic chiropractic
 c e n t e r , p.c. c e n t e r , p.c.

Dr. Jim Grenon • Dr. Dan Ruddy
203-272-4513 

420 South Main Street • Cheshire
www.CheshireChiropractor.com

Six Point Wealth Advisors 
A private wealth advisory 
practice of Ameriprise 
Financial Services, Inc.

860.426.9950 
100 Queen St. 
Southington, CT 06489 
sixpointwealthadvisors.com

Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc. 
Member FINRA and SIPC.

Providing Non-Medical In-Home Care 
Light Housekeeping, Cooking, Errands,

Hands On Care, 24 Hour Care
203-630-2881 • www.evertherecare.org

Keeping the Cheshire area 
warm for over 128 years.

203-248-2111
www.easternfuel.com

3552 Whitney Avenue
Hamden, CT 06518

2018128th

RN’s, LPN’s & Home Health Aides
Short/Long-Term Assignments • Specialty Services          

675 WEST JOHNSON AVE., CHESHIRE

203-250-1900 • allpointecare.com 

Care When  
& Where  

You Need It

 Animal Medical
 Care of CT, llc
 203-439-2597
 www.animalmedcare.com
490 Cornwall Ave. Ste. 5, Cheshire, CT

Dr’s Kristine Matz • Marjorie O’Neill
Luke Martin

WALLINGFORD 
FUNERAL HOME

809 North Main St. Ext. (203) 269 7777

YALESVILLE 
FUNERAL HOME

386 Main St. • (203) 269 2222
www.wallingfordfh.com

Contact Mary Hoffman to place an ad today! 
mhoffman@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6340

TM

New 
   Insight 

FAMILY EYECARE

Dr. Fabian C. Villacis   
& Associates

OPTOMETRISTS

Same Place As Always,  
Same Loving Care

203-758-4447
67 Waterbury Road, Prospect, CT  

www.newinsighteyecare.com
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Italian Restaurant and Pizza
Specializing in: Pizza • Italian Cuisine • Catering

529 West Main Street
Ph: (203) 272-7297 • Fax: (203) 272-0309

www.cheshirerossini.com
Ralph & Luigi Your Hosts

ACHIQ DESIGNS
Fine Jewelry • Repair 

Watch Batteries
1081 SOUTH MAIN STREET, CHESHIRE

203-250-9979 • ACHIQDESIGNS.COM

Your Neighborhood Automotive Shop

203-272-5518
AutoRepairCheshire.com

1451 HIGHLAND AVENUE • CHESHIRE

Lube, Oil & Filter
 $2195

must present coupon at drop off

(For most cars)
(Synthetic oil  
additional charge)

Brake Service
$50 OFF $20 OFF

must present coupon at drop off
4 Wheel Service 2 Wheel Service

G.C. ELECTRIC INC.
Commercial • Industrial • Residential

24 Hour Emergency Service
George Casner & Son

203-272-9521
Family owned and operated for 30 years.

Robert & George Casner
135 Commerce Court, Cheshire

The Largest 
Chevy Dealer in 

Connecticut!

203-272-1000
richardchevy.com

THE LAW OFFICES OF JOSEPH E. BOWMAN
(203) 272-5291 • 315 Highland Avenue • Cheshire

jbowman@jbowmanlaw.com • www.cheshireattorney.com

McCormack Insurance Agency, Inc.
John McCormack 
PARISHIONER
ph: 203-720-0100 
fax: 203-723-7665
22 PARK PLACE, NAUGATUCK, CT 06770

www.mccormackinsurance.com

The Sally Bowman Group
Sally Bowman Broker Associate

220 Old Towne Road
Cheshire CT 06410
203-272-2828 Office
203-687-8026 Cell
Email: sallybowman@bhhsne.com
thesallybowmangroup.bhhsneproperties.com

John J. Palmeri, CPA, LLM
Attorney at Law

www.palmerilaw.com
203-699-9132

john@palmerilaw.com

877-691-9115 
WWW.NELCONTOWING.COM

Towing and Recovery • Auto & Truck Repairs and Service

Saleem & 
Melanie

Gerry Rock
REALTOR
203-640-4849 cell
gerry.rock@cbmoves.com 
Parishioner

Proud to Serve St Bridget of Sweden Parish
96 Railroad Avenue, Cheshire

203-272-2237
www.countrylumber.com

CUSTOM HOMES
Additions • Commercial
Kitchens • Baths

203-272-4323
986 South Main Street 

Cheshire, CT 06410
www.ricciconstructiongroup.com

Ricci
Construction 

Group, Inc.

KITCHENS AND BATHS
by 

A Matter of Style
203-272-1337

986 South Main Street • Cheshire CT 06410
www.amskitchens.com         @amskitchens

cheshire
dental 
associates

Complete Family Dental Care
Cosmetic, Restorative & Implant Dentistry

Prompt Emergency Service
Jeffrey J. Bisson, D.M.D. • Dane B. Fletcher, D.M.D.

482 South Main Street, Cheshire

203-272-2729

Providing: Elderly Care, Hourly,  
Companion, Live-in Caregivers, Weekends

We are taking long-term life ins  
and state cases

Reg. # HCA0000732 
240 Myrtle Street, Shelton, CT 06484Ewa Grzymala

Little Angels Home Care Little Angels Home Care LLCLLC

203-278-1436 • www.littleangels-homecare.com
E: littleangelshomecare48@yahoo.com

Macas Home Care LLC
Individualized Home Care Services

Day, Hourly or Live-in Support

Diabetes Prevention Program
Classes Online, In-person 

& Through Distance Learning

 866-806-2227 info@macashomecare.com

www.macashomecare.com


