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Dear Friends in Christ: 
This weekend after Christmas I am 
filled with gratitude!  Even in a time 
of pandemic I am awed at the bless-
ings of God in my life and in the life 
of our parish family! 
· Thank you to Father Federico, Sister 

Patricia, our Pastoral Staff and our 
Parish Staff for their tremendous 
efforts this past year!   

· Thank you to Lynn Krieg and Jim 
Mitchell and to our entire Parish 
Pastoral Council who have done 
tremendous work in helping us to 
reopen since June and in keeping the 
list of Mass attendees as well as co-
ordinating volunteers for each and 
every Mass and event.   

· Thank you to Santa Fe Council 2978 
of our Knights of Columbus for 
their support throughout the year, 
assistance with reopening, and assis-
tance with special events like this 
past Sunday at our Confession and 
Eucharist event.  They deserve a lot 
of credit from their efforts this past 
Sunday being out there in the snow 
directing the 166 cars that came 
through for Confession and the 115 

or so that came 
for Holy Com-
munion at our 
Confessions & 
E u c h a r i s t 
event!!  Look at 
the line of cars.  
Thank God we 
used Cherry 
Street entrance 
and not Main 
Street.  The 

Knights even had to start a double 
line up the driveway just to get more 
cars off the road so we wouldn’t 
back up onto Route 70.  The turnout 
was AMAZING!!! 

· Thank you to Julia Atwood and our 
other musicians who shared their 
talents to enhance our celebrations 

of Christmas.  Special 
gratitude to Julia for the 
phenomenal virtual 
concert and for her tre-
mendous efforts to co-
ordinate putting togeth-
er a music ministry 
piece and a St. Bridget School stu-
dent chorus piece.  Thank you to 
Steve Tine and the Tine Family for 
their tremendous efforts in putting 
these two pieces together.  You can 
hear our students sing Silent Night, 
and our music ministry members 
sing Christ our Light Has Come, 
which are both posted on our Face-
book and YouTube pages. 

· Thank you to Team Holy Spirit…
Sandra Centorino, Victoria Clarizio, 
Frank Johnson, and Steve Tine…
who from the very beginning back in 
March have worked together to as-
sist us in communicating the Good 
News, programs and events, and 
Holy Mass with our parishioners by 
using the technology of today! 

· Thank you to our phenomenal deco-
rating committee and volunteers for 
their tremendous work in decorating 
our three worship spaces for Christ-
mas and a word of special gratitude 
to Charlie Kurtz of CK Greenhous-
es for donating so many poinsettias!  

· Thank you to the members of our 
Contemporary Music Group who 
came caroling last Sunday night at 
the rectory! 

· Thank you to all who sent Christmas 
cards, cookies, and other delicious 
treats to the rectory during the past 
weeks.  Your thoughtfulness and 

generosity are 
very much 
appreciated. 
· Thank you 
to EVERY-
ONE who 
came together 
at our 17 
Masses Christ-
mas Eve and 
Christmas Day 
to celebrate 

the birth of our Savior Jesus Christ.  
I am so pleased we offered so many 
opportunities and that the people of 
God responded by coming!  It is my 
hope that each person who came to 
celebrate Christmas Eve and Day 
with our parish family felt wel-

comed, loved, and en-
couraged.  Merry Christ-
mas once again! 
A special word of grati-
tude to all who partici-
pated in our Advent 
Giving Tree…It is truly 
amazing how much we 

can do together as one family of faith 
and this was once again witnessed in 
your generosity to our Advent Giving 
Tree.  THIS YEAR WAS MUCH DIF-
FERENT but you all did your part to 
respond to the needs of our neighbors 
and I cannot thank 
you enough for 
your phenomenal 
generosity!  I 
thank you for the 
OVER 700 gifts 
that were distrib-
uted to those in 
need.  Thanks to 
your generosity 
and care for the 
less fortunate, their Christmases will be 
brighter, they will know that hope is 
never cancelled, and the little ones will 
smile with joy!  Your constant support 
and generosity to the less fortunate 
continues to be a great hallmark of our 
parish family, and for that I thank you!   
A word of special gratitude goes to 
Tina Kurtz who coordinated the 
program again this year and to the 
many helpers who worked with her 
to make sure that even in a time of 
pandemic, we would be able to 
meet the needs of our neighbors in 
need.  They created the SignUpGeni-
us, made out the stars for the tree, and 
worked together so beautifully to en-
sure this Christmas brought joy into 
the lives of others.  Typically this pro-
gram requires months of planning, 
preparation, execution, and delivering, 
and I know this year it was even more 
time-consuming.  To ALL THE 
VOLUNTEERS I say thank you!   
I have said it before, it truly takes a 
village to accomplish a task so large, 
and the Advent Giving Tree is proof it 
sure does.  To those who helped Tina  
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in this effort including Devorah 
Olewnik, Cee Cee and David Johnson, 
Stacie Nole, Margaret Hardner & Steve 
Burner, Nancy & Bruce Humiston, 
Heather & Jimmy Alix, and Leah 
Judge.  Thanks, too, to the students 
from our parish who took time to cut 
out the stars for the tree. 

Your generosity provided gifts and gift 
cards to the 170 families served by the 
Cheshire Community Food Pantry, as 
well as 130 gifts to the clients of Saint 
Vincent DePaul Soup Kitchen, 30 gifts 
to Carolyn’s Place, and 19 gifts to Mar-
bridge residents.  Your care for others 
also made it possible to serve new fam-
ilies who became clients of the Food 
Pantry during the weeks we were coor-
dinating this effort! The responses of 
those who benefited from your gener-
osity was truly heartfelt.  Again, 
please know of my personal grati-
tude to each and every one of you 
who give from your hearts to sup-
port those in need. 
This weekend we celebrate the 
Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, 
Mary, and Joseph.  The Sunday that 
falls in the Octave of the Solemnity of 
Christmas is always dedicated to cele-
brating the Holy Family.  The Readings 
for this Sunday focus on the rights and 
responsibilities of family members to-
ward each other, and the Gospel focus-
es on Saint Joseph, who cared for and 
protected the Blessed Mother and in-
fant Jesus through the dangerous early 
years of Jesus’ childhood.  The primary 
purpose of The Feast of the Holy Fam-
ily is to present the Holy Family as a 
model for Christian families. 
Family life today is experiencing a crisis 
of stability, partly caused by economic 
hardship, but often by other factors 
like lack of generosity, or too much 

insistence on 
getting one’s 
own way.  To-
day’s feast in-
vites us to 
meditate on 
our own con-
tribution to 
family life.  
The future of 

the Church and of society begins in the 
family—yours and mine.  This is the 
first great fruit of the Incarnation.  It 
should give all of us hope! 
If there have been rifts in your family 
in the past which have separated you 
from one part of your family, perhaps 
in 2021 these relationships can be 
mended.  If 
there are rela-
tives you haven’t 
seen or spoken 
with in some 
time through 
neglect, perhaps 
in 2021 you can 
reach out to 
them and let 
them know you 
care.  And for 
those family members within our “safe 
bubble” (immediate family members 
we live with) give them a hug, a smile, 
or just tell them how much you love 
them! 
How fitting it is for US then on this 
Feast of the Holy Family, in collab-
oration with our Knights of Colum-
bus Santa Fe Council #2978 that we 
are inviting ALL families in our par-
ish to, once again, celebrate this 
feast day by a special consecration 
of your family to the Holy Family.  
It is our hope that consecrating your 
family to the Holy Family will help 
your individual family to be strength-
ened in the bond of love and that 
through this spiritual exercise we as a 
parish family will, likewise, be strength-
ened in grace and love.   
The Knights of Columbus together 
with your Priests invite each family 
of our Parish to be consecrated to 
the Holy Family and to devote your-
selves to the ideal model of familial 
love set forth by Jesus, Mary, and Jo-
seph.  Consecrating yourselves to the 
Holy Family provides you great inter-
cessors to help you as a family to fol-
low their model of living lives obedient 
to God’s Will, strong in faith, persever-
ing in prayer, diligent in work, and gen-
erous towards those in need. 
We will invite all families to consid-
er standing up at the end of Mass 
this weekend and reciting the Pray-
er of Consecration to the Holy Fam-
ily.  Our local council has pur-
chased prayer cards for you to use 
during those Masses and take home 

with you.   
The New Year is approaching!  This 
coming week we celebrate and enter 
into a New Year, 2021!  Wow, how 
time flies by.  Don’t forget January 1st 
is also a Holy Day of Obligation, the 
Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of 
God.  (Of course due to the pan-
demic all are dispensed from the 
obligation.)  We will offer Mass at 
5PM on Thursday, December 31st, and 
at 8:30 and 10:30AM on Friday, Janu-
ary 1, 2021. 
CERTAINLY WE ARE ALL 
LOOKING TO 2021 TO BE A 
YEAR OF HOPE AND HEAL-
ING, but let us also enter into this 
New Year mindful that a new year 
can be so much more.  It can be a 
time of new enthusiasm, it can be a 
time of new energy, it can be a time of 
new opportunity.  It is also a time to 
discern how God is calling us to live 
out our call as missionary disciples to-
day as individuals and as a family of 
faith here at Saint Bridget of Sweden 
Parish.   
 
 
 
 
 
So, as we embark on this New Year in 
God’s grace, let us pray that we will do 
so in the understanding that there is 
nothing that should hinder us from 
following the Lord completely, 
strengthening our relationship with 
Him, and serving Him in our daily 
lives.   
Last year I shared 8 suggestions for 
New Year’s Resolutions and they were 
well received, so here they are again: 
1. Read the Bible… Can you read a 

chapter a day during your prayer 
time? 

2. Get to know the Saints…go to 
Amazon and purchase a book on 
the lives of the Saints or start with 
just one Saint perhaps your patron 
for Confirmation.  Learn about 
their lives and get to know them as 
spiritual guides. 

3. Come to Eucharistic Adora-
tion…it happens every Friday 
from 1-2PM in Saint Bridget 

continued on page 4 
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continued from page 3 
Church.  Come by for a visit with the Lord Jesus. 

4. Commit to daily prayer…make a commitment to the Lord to spend time each day in 
prayer no matter what time of day, but make a commitment and keep it.  Read the book I 
Heard God Laugh and learn from Matthew Kelly’s own experience, or read Do Something Beau-
tiful for God and be inspired by the daily reflections of Mother Teresa of Calcutta.  Both 
books were available at the Christmas Masses. 

5. Celebrate the Sacraments…come to Confession more!  Participate more frequently in the Eucharist!  If you are doing 
both perhaps you can increase your prayer time? 

6. Join a group…perhaps one of our Adult Ed Programs, our Parenting Circle, a book club, a bible study, or one of the 
many other opportunities we have in our parish. 

7. Start fasting…fasting isn’t just for Lent, it is a way for us to be conformed to Christ every day.  Perhaps you can start 
by performing some act of penance every Friday throughout the year!  It is only 52!  You can do it. 

8. Forgive…wow.  There it is.  “I knew he would throw that in there,” I could hear some saying right now.  Yes I did.  
“He doesn’t understand how hard it is,” perhaps some are thinking.  Yes I do.  We all need to realize that forgiveness is a 
choice and not a feeling.  Let’s all make a resolution to forgive one person for whom we have been harboring resentment 
and add them to our prayer intentions.  It’s a good start! 

As we continue to move into the New Year be sure to stay connected to the parish.  Be sure 
you have visited our user-friendly website at www.stbridgetchesire.org.  Through the website you will 
find out what is happening in our parish family.  You can also “like” us on Facebook 
@stbridgetofswedenparish, and don’t forget to sign-up for our parish app by texting APP to 88202 
and searching for our parish through the application.  We are really hoping to better utilize these 
means of communication as a way to get information out to you in a timely manner.  Of course, for 
more information on the life of our parish family and the many spiritual and social activities and 
events throughout the year, including a parish calendar, simply visit the parish website. 

As always, please remember to pray for our parish family and ask God’s blessings as we build His kingdom here.  Please 
know that I am praying for you, and I ask for your prayers for me, that together through the intercession of Saint Bridget of 
Sweden, our Patroness, and Blessed Father Michael J. McGivney, and united in the Eucharist, we will reflect the presence of 
Jesus to the world.  Merry Christmas once again!  Stay safe!!! 
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Saturday, December 26th: Saint Stephen, The First Martyr 
9:00 a.m. SBC Edward LaFrance, Jr. His Family 
4:00 p.m. SBC Mr. Richard Verner The Family 
5:15 p.m. SBC Helen Wempe The Family 
Sunday, December 27th: The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 
7:00 a.m. SBC Peter & Lucille Fitzsimmons The Family 
 and Matthew Fitzsimmons 
8:00 a.m. SBC James J. Marcucci, Sr. The Family  
9:00 a.m. SBC Vin Roomey The Family 
10:30 a.m. SBC Francis H. O’Neill The Family  
12:00 p.m. SBC Brian D. Nugent  Timothy, Mary 
  Margaret and Wife,  
  Kiki 

Monday, December 28th: The Holy Innocents, Martyrs 
7:00 a.m. SBC Vin Rooney The Family 
9:00 a.m. SBC Irene Fisher Peter & Mary Mongillo 
Tuesday, December 29th: Saint Thomas Becket, Bishop and Martyr 
7:00 a.m. SBC The People of St. Bridget of Sweden Parish 
Wednesday, December 30th 
7:00 a.m. SBC James Fritz  
9:00 a.m. SBC Colin Burke  Tom & Norma Moran 
Thursday, December 31st 
7:00 a.m. SBC Anna Gennusa The Family 
5:00 p.m. SBC Judith O’Brien O’Brien Family 
Friday, January 1st: The Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 
8:30 a.m. SBC Alexandra Cavaliere Rick Ciaburri  
10:30 a.m. SBC Claire Kenny  Family 
Saturday, January 2nd: Saints Basil the Great and Gregory Nazianzen, 
Bishops and Doctors of the Church 
9:00 a.m. SBC John & Mary McNabola Family 
4:00 p.m. SBC Gary Vesentin Eleanor & Al Vesentin 
5:15 p.m. SBC Ted Scalzo His Family 
Sunday, January 3rd: The Epiphany of the Lord 
7:00 a.m. SBC James Fritz 
8:00 a.m. SBC Joseph Ferry St. Bridget of Sweden 
  Women’s Society  
9:00 a.m. SBC Judith O’Brien Lisa Freda 
10:30 a.m. SBC Richard Cigrand, Sr. Friends  
12:00 p.m. SBC Anthony DeSantis  His Family  

The Tabernacle candle at 
St. Bridget Church  
shines this week for  

In Living Prayer for Germaine Pelletier 
Requested by Her Children, Jim, Bonnie & Danielle 

The Tabernacle candle at 
St. Thomas Becket Church  

shines this week for 
James Cox 

Requested by Moran Family 

The television Mass is simulcast 
everyday at 10:00 a.m. on WCCT-TV 
WB20 and WCTX-TV MyTV9.  It can 

also be seen Saturday and Sunday at 
5:00 a.m. on WCCT-TV. 

It can also be viewed online at 
h#ps://www.ortv.org/streaming/

streaming.htm  

The 2021 Mass book is now available to 
reserve Mass intentions through June 
2021. 
Please call the rectory at 203-272-3531 
during office hours (Monday-Friday, 
8:30am-4:30pm) to reserve a Mass. 

We have live in-person Eucharis c 
Adora on on Friday, January 8th 
from 1:00 to 2:00 pm in St. Bridget 
Church. 
 

Per State of Connec!cut guidelines, 
occupancy is limited to 100 persons.  
Appropriate masking and social dis-
tancing must be followed.  Use the 
link below to the Sign-up Genius to 
sign up to a#end.  

bit.ly/Signup-Adora!on 
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This week we are offering the following 
Masses in St. Bridget Church: 

 

V Monday—7am & 9am 

V Tuesday—7am 

V Wednesday—7am & 9am 

V Thursday—7am & 5pm Vigil* 

V Friday*—8:30am & 10:30am 

V Saturday—9am, 4pm & 5:15pm 

V Sunday—7am, 8am, 9am, 10:30am, & 
12noon 

To attend Mass sign up at 
https://bit.ly/masssignup 

NOTE: The dispensation from the Sunday obligation 
previously granted to all Catholics of the archdiocese 
by the Archbishop has been extended through Tues-
day, February 16, 2021.  
Those in high-risk categories are encouraged to con-
tinue staying home, even as others begin to return to 
Mass.  The decision to attend is yours.  Please use 
prudence and good judgement in considering if you 
should attend a public Mass at this time. 

JOIN US FOR OUR ONLINE SERVICES! 
 

V Sunday, 12/27 at 10:30AM—Celebration 
of the Mass 

V Monday, 12/28 at 10AM—Getting to 
Know our Holy Family—tune in to learn 
about the life of a saint 

V Wednesday, 12/30 at 10AM—Pulling 
Back the Veil—a new video series 
where we take you behind the scenes 
and show you the inner workings of 
the Parish offices and staff  

V Friday—NO Adoration on Friday, 1/1 
V Sunday, 1/3 at 10:30AM—Celebration 

of the Mass 

Ready to attend services in person?  See be-
low for services and events you can attend in 
person, using appropriate masking, social dis-
tancing, & occupancy guidelines, of course!  

Not comfortable coming in person?  That’s 
OK!  We have plenty of online services for 
you!  See below for this week’s schedule 
and how to join virtually. 

Online Services can be viewed on the 
homepage of our website at 
www.stbridgetcheshire.org  

on YouTube h#ps://bit.ly/SBoSYTChannel 
or Facebook @stbridgetofswedenparish 

NOTE:  Appropriate masking, social distancing, and occu-
pancy guidelines must be followed at all services, meet-
ings & events.   

*Solemnity of Mary, The Holy Mother of God 
 

Rosary every Monday at 1:30pm in St. Bridget 
Church 

Adora on every Friday 1-2pm in St. Bridget Church - 
sign up at bit.ly/Signup-Adoration (note: there is no 
Adora!on on 12/25/20 and 1/1/21) 

Drive-thru CONFESSIONS available every Saturday at 
3:00pm un!l heard 
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For more informa on to be"er understand the readings, go to bit.ly/3oWMpJM 

Today is the Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 
The readings for today can be found at 

h#ps://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/122720.cfm 

Today the Church celebrates the Feast of the Holy Family. This celebration is assigned to the Sunday 
within the octave of Christmas. The Gospel for today is taken from the Gospel according to Luke and is 
part of Luke’s Infancy Narrative. 

Today’s Gospel describes the presentation of the child Jesus in the Temple and shows Joseph and 
Mary as devout Jews, following the prescriptions of the Law of Moses. The Gospel alludes to several 
aspects of the Law of Moses: circumcision, the dedication of the firstborn son to the Lord, and the purifi-
cation of a woman after childbirth. 

According to the Law of Moses as presented in the Book of Leviticus, a woman was considered ritually 
unclean during her menstrual period and for a prescribed period of time following the birth of a child. 
After the birth of a son, a woman was considered ritually unclean for 40 days. After the birth of a daugh-
ter, a woman was considered unclean for 80 days. In order to be restored to ritual purity, a Jewish woman performed the appropriate 
rites of purification and made the prescribed ritual offering. 

Today’s Gospel notes that Jesus was circumcised on the eighth day after his birth, in accordance with the Mosaic Law. At that time, 
he was called Jesus, the name he was given by the angel Gabriel. On the 40th day after Jesus ’ birth, Mary performed the appropriate 
purification rites and made her offering at the Temple. Although the Law of Moses required an offering of a lamb, those who could not 
afford a lamb could substitute two turtledoves or two pigeons. In this scene, Luke identifies Joseph and Mary as being poor, and in-
deed throughout Luke’s Gospel, Jesus will show special concern for the poor. 

Another Jewish rite referenced in this Gospel is the dedication of the firstborn son to the Lord. In remembrance of the feast of Passo-
ver, when the firstborn children of the Israelites in Egypt were saved from death, the Law of Moses prescribed that all firstborn males 
of Israel should be consecrated to the Lord. In this tradition, Mary and Joseph present the infant Jesus in the Temple in Jerusalem. 

In Jerusalem, Luke reports that Mary and Joseph encounter two devout Jews, Simeon and Anna, who recognize the infant Jesus as 
the fulfillment of Israel’s hope for redemption. In Simeon’s words we find a prediction of Mary’s witnessing of Jesus’ death on the 
cross. The Canticle of Simeon, also called by its Latin name, Nunc Dimitis, is prayed at night prayer, or compline, during the Liturgy of 
the Hours. 

www.loyolapress.com    

Apologetics 101: The Nativity Scene 
The tradi!onal manger scene which depicts Jesus, Mary, Joseph, the shepherds, the angels and the animals 
which we all know and love comes from Saint Francis of Assisi.  Here is the story of the first Na!vity scene.   

· One year, Saint Francis decided to celebrate Christmas in a cave near Greccio, a small town in central Italy. 
· He filled the cave with hay, brought live animals, and built a simple manger, using his imagina!on to recreate 

what he thought the scene of Jesus’ birth would look like. 
· He invited his friends and brother friars to come celebrate the birth of the Lord there, but they were bothered 

by the mess and the smell of the animals. 
- This was because many Christmas scenes were and are depicted as idyllic.  For example, Mary's hair is 

perfect, the animals are all well-behaved, Jesus isn't crying, etc. 
· Saint Francis told his friends that this was exactly the point; Jesus came right into our human mess. 

- The world is extremely messy right now. 
* What be#er !me for our Lord to come into the world? At the first Christmas, He came to the 

messiest of the messy: a !ny stable filled with smelly animals. 
¨ Now, he comes to us in the messiness of our lives.  

V Let's welcome Him as if He were coming for the very first !me! 
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Activities for this Week’s Liturgy 
Word Search—bit.ly/3nwH5fR 
Coloring Page—bit.ly/37w20dl 

Crossword Puzzle—bit.ly/37twj4u 

SUPPORT GROUP FOR CAREGIVERS 
OF PARENTS OR SPOUSES 

Caregiver support groups are an invaluable tool 
to help others and oneself cope with being a 
family caregiver. This group is for adults caring 
for parents and for spouses caring for their part-
ners. When a caregiver gathers together with 
others who are experiencing similar life challeng-
es, they can gain valuable advice and sugges!ons 
from others and feel a great sense of relief in 
knowing that they are not alone. 
If you are interested in joining together with oth-
er members from St. Bridget of Sweden Parish 
for an informal gathering where we can share our 
struggles or successes in caregiving for a loved 
one, please join us.  

We will meet every Thursday from January 7 
through February 11, 2021 from 6:30 to 7:30 pm 
in the Father Frisbie Hall,  St. Thomas Becket 
campus. For informa!on or ques!ons, please 
contact Sue DeLancy at (203) 499-7841.  To sign 
up use the Sign-up Genius on the website 
www.stbridgetcheshire.org or call 203-272-3531.  

Twas the Night Before Christ!as 2020 
Twas the year 2020, and all through the house 

ever" creat#re was stir$ing, %om Human to Mouse. 
The stockings were tossed on the chimney, who cares, 

It’s been months since we enter&ained, 
would Saint Nick even dare? 

The children were nestled all snug in their beds  
as visions of r#bber gloves danced in their heads. 

And Mama in her gaiter and me in my mask, 
had just se'led our brains for a long cleaning task. 

When out on the roof there arose such a cla'er 
I sprang %om my mop to see what was the ma'er. 

Away to the window I flew like a flash. 
I peeked through the shu'er, barely touching the sash. 

The moon on the breast of the new-fallen snow, 
gave me faith that someday we’d have somewhere to go. 

When what to my wondering eyes should appear, 
but a miniat#re sleigh, and eight spotless reindeer. 

With a li'le old driver decked out in f#ll gear, 
I knew in a moment we’d have Christ!as this year! 
More safely than Hazmat the reindeer they came, 

and he whistled and shouted and called them by name. 
Now Clorox! Now Pine-Sol! Now Lysol and Purex! 
On Comet! On Purell! On Top Job and Ger!-X! 

Wipe the top of the porch! Then the top of the wall! 
Now wipe away! Wipe away! Wipe away all! 

As dr" leaves that before the wild hur$icane fly, 
when they finished and then took a jump to the sky. 

So up to the housetop the reindeer they flew 
with a sleigh f#ll of masks, and Saint Nicholas too! 

And then in a t+inkling I heard on the roof, 
the pawing of each li'le r#bber gloved hoof. 

As I pulled up my mask and was t#r-ing around, 
down the chimney a big bucket came with a bound! 

It was covered in plastic %om bo'om to top, 
and the contents were sterile, despite the long drop. 
I missed seeing his eyes and his dimples so mer$". 

But this vir#s prevents that, these times are so scar". 
I imagined his face and his li'le round belly, 

that shook when he laughed like hand sanitizer jelly. 
But I saw him outside though, as he stood near his sleigh, 

and I laughed when I saw him, %om six feet away… 
With a wink of his eye and a wave of his hand, 

I felt war! inside, Santa too understands. 
And without a word I went right to my work. 

I filled all our stockings, then t#r-ed with a jerk. 
And laying a finger aside of his mask, 

the reindeer rose up, they had finished their task. 
He waved to me then, to his team gave a shout, 

and socially distancing, quickly flew out. 
But I heard him proclaim as he drove out of sight, 

Mer$" Christ!as to all, we will all be all right. 
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Youth Ministry 

Regis O’Neill, Youth Minister roneill@stbridgetcheshire.org 
203-233-8489 

 Verse of the Week 
Isaiah 1:18  
“Come now, let us reason together, says the Lord; though your sins are like scarlet, they 
shall be as white as snow.”  

Upcoming Events 
The next meeting of the Next Gen-
eration of Disciples high school 
youth group will be January 3rd. We 
will not meet on December 27th 
due to the Christmas holiday. 
We wish you a Merry Christmas!  

Saint of the Week 
St. Thomas Becket  
Feast Day: December 29th  
Bio: St. Thomas Becket, Patron Saint of our South campus, was born in England in 
1118. As a young man, he became friends with King Henry II, who later appointed 
Thomas the Chancellor of England. Being that the future Saint was also Archbishop of 
Canterbury at the time, Thomas warned his king that he would not accept intrusions 
into Church affairs. This came to a head when St. Thomas initially accepted, then re-
jected a policy that would have denied clergy the right to a trial by Church court. Fear-
ing King Henry’s wrath, he fled to France and remained there in exile for seven years. 
He then returned to England, knowing it could mean certain death. Henry eventually 
wished St. Thomas dead in a rage, and four of his knights went and martyred the Arch-
bishop in the Canterbury cathedral. St. Thomas Becket, pray for us! 

Patron of Roman Catholic Secular Clergy 

At this time we are 
looking for your favorite 

ENTRÉE recipes. 
Send in those family 

specialties to: 
cookbook@stbridgetcheshire.org. 

Online 
Offertory ........................................ $6,783.92 

Our collection for the week of December 20th 

Mailed-in/Dropped Off 
Offertory ....................................... $14,479.50 

Mail your offertory donation to 
175 Main St, Cheshire, CT 06410 

Thank you for your kind generosity! 

Give Online at 
stbridgetcheshire.weshareonline.org/ 

 

Ask Father 
Dear Father:  Was Jesus really born on December 
25th? 
Dear friend in Christ,  
Probably not.  Birth days were not as big of a deal 
in the ancient world as they are today.  Neither the 
historical record nor the Gospels record the exact 
date.  We do know that December 25th was the 
date of a pagan fes!val celebra!ng the birth of the 
sun god.  By the fourth century, the early Chris-
!ans adopted this date to celebrate the birth of 
the Son of God as a way of making conversion 
smoother for the pagans who were becoming 
Chris!an.   
All we know is that Jesus definitely had a birthday 
and December 25th is the day we celebrate it!   
The fact that the early Chris!ans co-opted the 
dates of pagan fes!vals does not mean that Chris-
!anity is incorrect and the earlier pagan religions 
are correct; in fact, it proves the opposite.  Even 
before divine revela!on was made available to 
them, various cultures seemed to intuit the divine 
significance of the things foreshadowed in their 
celebra!ons.   Even if they weren’t able to say it 
specifically, their worship previewed the defini!ve 
revela!on of God that would be made present in 
Jesus Christ.  It’s not that Chris!anity is based on 
myths, as C.S. Lewis says, it’s that in Chris!anity, 
the myth has become fact.  
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St. Bridget School 
Update  

Principal: Dr. Nancy Testa 
Director of Campus Ministry: Mrs. Judy Rowinski 

St. Bridget Pre-Kindergarten and 
Kindergarten Programs 

Our Pre- Kindergarten and Kindergarten will re-
main open during any/all school closures due to 
COVID-19. Please visit our school website at 
www.stbridgetschool.org to learn about the 
many wonderful opportuni!es our school offers 
our learners.  

12th Annual Community 
Awards Program 
Coming in February! 

We are also accepting applications for 
Grades One through Eight. Please call us at 

203.272.5860 for an in-person tour. 

Ge#ng to Know Dr. Testa 
By Parker Jurries 

Dr. Testa has been teaching for over thirty five 
years, the same amount of !me she has been 
married to her husband. They have two chil-
dren, Claudia and Christopher. Claudia lives in 
Cheshire with her husband and two children. 
Her granddaughter actually goes to our school 
and is in Mrs. Brilvitch’s class. Dr. Testa’s son is 
an architect in Manha#an and lives in Brook-
lyn. She first knew when she was going to be a 
teacher since she could remember playing 
school with her siblings and friends and never 
wanted to be anything else other than a teach-
er. She went to the University of St. Joseph 
and learned how to be a teacher. She said to 
me that “St. Bridget is my home away from 
home and everyone here is considered my sec-
ond family.” Dr. Testa started as a Pre-K teach-
er and worked her way up to an administrator. 
The other school she worked at was a public 
school and St. Bridget is a Catholic school. She 
loves being in an environment of faith-filled 
learners, and loves the fact that we incorpo-
rate faith and the love of Jesus Christ in every 
moment of every day. Dr. Testa told me, “I 
love being here among all of the amazing stu-
dents, awesome families, incredible teachers, 
staff members and of course Fr. Romans and 
Fr. Federico and my new friend, Fenway!” The 
posi!on she was in before St. Bridget was a 
Kindergarten-12 Supervisor of teachers and 
students, across the district, in 3 different de-
partments. Those Departments were World 
Languages, ESL/Bilingual and Gi*ed and Tal-
ented Programs. We are so happy to have Dr. 
Testa at our school! We love how she always 
checks in on us and helps us. We love you, Dr. 
Testa! 

From the students, 
faculty and staff of  
St. Bridget School! 
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Our Lady’s Rosary Ministry meets on 
Mondays at 1:30pm at St. Bridget 

Church to pray the rosary. 

Attendees are required to wear a mask 
and maintain social distancing. 

Grade 1, 2, 4, 5 and 6 
Virtual Family Meetings  

Sunday, January 10th at 9 AM 
Monday, January 11th at 4 PM and 5:30 PM 

Tuesday, January 12th at 4 PM 
 

First Communion Classes 
In Person Class 

Sunday, January 10th at 8:30 AM 
Virtual Class  

Sunday, January 24th at 9 AM 
 
 

Middle School 7th and 8th grades 
Virtual Class 

Sunday, January 10th at 10AM 
Sunday, February 7th at 10AM 

 

Confirmation Program  
9th grade 

Virtual Class 
Sunday, January 10th at 5 PM 
Sunday, January 24th at 5 PM 

 

10th grade 
In Person Class 

Sunday, January 10th at 5 PM 
Virtual Class  

Sunday, January 24th at 5PM 
 
 

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd 
Virtual Class  

Tuesday, January 12th at 4PM 
Tuesday, January 26th at 4PM 

Office of Religious Education — Donna Yatcko, DRE 
dyatcko@stbridgetschool.org               203.272.6504 

Monday – Friday  8:30 am to 1:30 pm 
Religious Education Schedule 

Grab and Go Dinner! 
Saturday, January 9th at 4:30-6:30pm 

Sponsored by the Cheshire Knights of Columbus 
Take a night off from cooking and enjoy a Grab-
and-Go pork dinner!  PROCEEDS WILL GO TO-
WARDS THE ANNUAL SCHOLARSHIPS awarded by 
the Cheshire Knights of Columbus.  

Meal includes Pork Loin with Gravy, Potatoes, 
Mixed Vegetables, Dessert, Juice 

Pick up your meals at the Parish Center.  Meals 
are $10 in advance, $12 at the door.  If you order 
a meal in advance, your name will be placed in a 
drawing for DOOR PRIZES!  Please order by going 
to the following website: 

h#p://www.cheshirekofc.org  

Meals ordered in advance must be ordered by 
January 7th. 

Solemnity of Mary, Holy Mother of God 
Mass Schedule 

Thursday, December 31st—5:00pm Vigil 
Friday, January 1st—8:30am & 10:30am 
All Masses held in St. Bridget Church 

To attend Mass sign up at 
https://bit.ly/masssignup 
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Grand Knight, Jason Molitierno —
jason_molitierno@yahoo.com KNIGHTS KORNER 

K !" C$%is& '( C$%is)ma*—Pos+!, C-n+es& W'./!r*! 
Our 2020 Keep Christ in Christmas Poster Contest winners were determined during a lengthy judging at the Parish 
Center. Four befuddled Knights labored over 44 wonderful entries for quite some time before the winners finally 
emerged. May I have the envelope please . . . 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Knights of the Cheshire Council would like to thank all 44 entrants for their hard work, imagination, and true Christ-
mas spirit that produced these fine posters. We are now looking into a way to display them all before the season is over 
and we hope to find an appropriate way. 
 
 
 
 

Merry Christmas Everyone!  And Happy New Year Too from the Cheshire Council #2978 Knights of Columbus 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

and all the Worthy Knights of the Council 
K !" C$%is& '( C$%is)ma* 

Jason Molitierno - Grand Knight 
Robert Shemo - Deputy Grand Knight 

Michael Mongelluzzo - Financial Secretary 
David DeLancy - Treasurer 

Michael Wysoczanski - Recorder 

Richard Renehan - Advocate 
Chris Fletcher - Past Financial Secretary 

Ron Painchaud - Trustee 
Bob Roczynski- Trustee 

Harold Metz- Trustee 

Category 1 (ages 5 - 7) 
Miranda Machado, age 5, Hamden  

Categotry 2 (ages 8 -  10) 
Meredith Berkun, age 10, Wallingford  

Category 3 (ages 11 - 14) 
Chloe Retuya, age 13, Cheshire 

 

St. Bridget of Sweden Men’s Retreat 
 
 

This year’s Men’s Retreat theme is  “Together We Rise”  --  as a community of Christ’s followers and as interde-
pendent human beings.  It will be a VIRUTAL experience due to Covid.   
Holy Family Passionist Retreat Center will offer Men’s Retreats many Saturdays starting in January.  The retreats 
will run on Zoom from 9:00 AM to 12:30 PM.  St. Bridget of Sweden’s Men’s Retreat dates are listed as January 
16, 2021 or May 15, 2021, but you can sign up for any Men’s Retreat Weekend.  Online registration is currently 
available at https://www.holyfamilyretreat.org/themed-retreats.  Simply select the Saturday you wish to attend, 
enter the amount of registration donation you feel comfortable making, and register.   
IF you cannot afford to make a registration donation or need help registering, contact Ted Jastrzebski, Registra-
tion and Retreat Office Administrator, at tjastrzebski@holyfamilyretreat.org or at (860)760-9705.   
If you have any questions on a local level or want to attend but don’t have Zoom available to you, please contact 
Jim Kirby at james.kirby@quinnipiac.edu or at (203)250-0011.  We hope to have a great turn out this year! 
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Captain Cassandra Andrea  USAF 
Captain J. Michael Andrea  USAF 

SRA Garrett Barboza, USAF 
Major David B. Beale, US Army 
Specialist Alan Bell, US Army 

Petty Officer 2nd Class Michael Betts, US Navy 
Lieutenant Kevin Briskin, US Army 
ENS Michelle Browning, US Navy 

Sergeant Brian Caouette  
Captain Leslie Ann Capuano, USMC 

Lieutenant Hollis Ann Capuano, US Navy 
Seaman Apprentice Robert Carrano, US Coast Guard 

Private Jack Cavanaugh, US Army 
Tech Sergeant Edward J. Clark, Jr, USAF 

SRA Aaron Desjardins, USAF 
Specialist John Fadus, US Army 

STS-1 Jake Ford, US Navy 
PFC Owen C. Fowler, USMC 

Private Dominic Anthony Giampietro, US Army 
Private Alyza Hernandez, USMC  

Petty Officer 2nd Class Martin Houston, US Navy 
Cdr. Thomas A. Ianucci, USN, Chaplain 

SRA Ryan Jones, USAF 
Petty Officer 3rd Class Neil P. Kenefick, US Navy 

Ryan Kiernan, US Navy 
AWO2 Kyle (DeVylder) Kohl, US Navy 
Lieutenant Jared Korn, US Coast Guard 

Sergeant Gregory J. Kowalski, USMC 
Airman First Class Benjamin M. LeClerc, USAF 

MA2 Tiana Lefebre, US Navy 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Petty Officer 2nd Class Brian McGrath, US Navy 
LTJG Derek Molkenbuhr, US Navy 
LT Marisa Molkenbuhr, US Navy 

LTJG Trevor Molkenbuhr, US Navy 
Senior Chief Petty Officer Pasquale Moreland, US Navy 

Corporal Ginamarie Mazzucco, USMC 
Lance Corporal Kathryn Mazzucco, USMC 
Airman First Class Anthony Nero, USAF 

Lt. Christopher Nguyen, US Army 
Specialist Eric Normand, US Army 

Chaplain Philip O’Neill, USAF 
Captain Denis L. O’Reilly, USMC 

Specialist Christopher Paier, US Army Natl. Guard 
PVT John Pastore, USMC 

Private Matthew Planinshek, USMC  
LTJG Jake Patrick Reid, US Navy 
Private Quianna Rios, US Army 

Petty Officer First Class Matthew J. Sansone, US Navy 
Captain Ryan Satterfield, USMC 
Lt. Ellie Marie Senft, US Army 

Captain Jack David Senft, US Army 
SRA Myron Simpson, USAF 

Private 1st Class Kevin Stevens, US Army 
Captain Alexander James Topitzer, US Army  

Captain Matthew Neil Topitzer, US Army 
Captain Ryan Van Wie, US Army 

Private 1st Class Connor Valinsky, US Army 
Senior Airman Joe Villano USAF  

Corporal Bernard Vitti, Jr., USMC 
LCpl. Matthew Voelker, USMC 
Airman Mark Zajac, Jr., USAF 

 
If you have a name to place on our U.S. Military prayer list, please contact Mary Beth in the Rectory at 203-272-3531 or  

office@stbridgetcheshire.org with the names of family & friends who are on active duty.  Please provide name and 
branch of service.  In this way, our whole parish community can help bring them home safely by our prayers. 

Our U.S. Military Prayer List 

203-699-9226 
175 Sandbank Road, Cheshire, CT 

Thank you for your continued generosity with donations to 
the Cheshire Community Food Pantry.  We gratefully accept 
any donations, but this week we have a particular need for:   

 -tuna  -canned beets, spinach & carrots 
 -frosting  -cat food -toothbrushes 
 -paper towels -toilet paper -cleaning supplies 
Please note that the Food Pantry: 
- Cannot accept expired or opened items 
- Cannot use large industrial canned goods 
- Can accept perishable goods only during Pantry hours 
- Hours are M-W-F 9:00am-12:15pm; T-Th 3:00pm-6:15pm 
- Monetary donations should be sent to:  Cheshire Community 

Food Pantry, P.O. Box 457, Cheshire, CT  06410.   
 

Thank you for your continued support of the Cheshire 
Community Food Pantry and for helping 

our fellow neighbors! 

Divine Mercy Book Study 
God’s key attribute throughout the Old and New 
Testaments is MERCY.  By reading Scripture, 
pondering it, discussing it, and praying it, we will 
experience God’s compassion, grace and indwell-
ing presence.  In this bible study Stephen Binz in 
his book “Divine Mercy” opens us to the heart of 
Scripture – God’s Mercy.  We hope that you can 
join us for six sessions from Tuesday, January 5 
through February 9, 2021 from 10:00 to 11:30 am 
in the Fr. Frisbie Hall, St. Thomas Becket Cam-
pus.  Following COVID guide-
lines, we will be wearing 
masks and social distancing.  
The book can be purchased 
through Amazon.  To register 
use the Sign-up Genius on the 
website: 
www.stbridgetcheshire.org.  
For more information call Sr. 
Patricia at 203-272-3531 Ext. 
1312.  
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A Hilzinger 
Family Enterprise
203-250-1515

Fax 203-271-1865
243 Blacks Road • Cheshire

www.blacksroadselfstorage.com

NOLAN’S 
HAMDEN MONUMENT CO.
323 Washington Ave., Hamden 

(Opposite Knights of Columbus Hall)

203-288-8486 | 1-800-852-8865 
Fax 203-287-1593 

John R. Nolan  |  Michael F. Nolan

All the Assistance You Need to Stay at Home

• Companions, PCA’s & Live In’s
• Nursing & Therapy

• Home Modifications
• Respite Services.

(203) 773-1201 • (877) 302-2323 Statewide
www.keepmehome.com

“Hablamos 
Espanol”

State Wide Services

Contact Mary Hoffman to place an ad today! 
mhoffman@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6340

Need Care? We Care.

(203)238-1441     www.FranciscanHC.org

SERVICES INCLUDE:
Skilled Nursing • Hospice Care

Physical, Speech and Occupational Therapy
Medical Social Services 

Home Health Aide Services

Franciscan Home Care and Hospice Care

TREE SERVICE  

Your Local
INJURY 

LAWYERS
97 Main Street 

Cheshire, CT 06410
203-272-4844

 Catholic Cemeteries Association is making it easier
 than ever to pre-plan your cemetery arrangements
 Why pre-plan?
• It ensures your wishes are carried out
• It is the greatest gift you can leave your family and loved ones
• It locks in your pricing, without being subjected to price increases in the future

And Catholic cemeteries association is making it
even easier with our end of 2020 special!

Purchase any grave space or mausoleum and enjoy
0% financing, with no money down!

Call one of our family services coordinators today for more details!
Offer expires 12/31/20

Any space more
than $7500, pay
24 even monthly

payments for two years

Any space less
than $7500, pay
12 even monthly

payments for one year
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 203-271-0222
1157 Highland Avenue • Suite 105 • Cheshire

www.hoynesfinancial.com • Rob Hoynes, ChFC® 
Securities offered through LPL Financial. Member FINRA/SIPC

We hope you’ll join us this summer
Ages 3-15 • Open House April 26th 1-4pm

43 Candee Rd., Prospect, CT 06712
holidayhilldaycamp.com

 Full Service Garden Center & Florist
 Open Year Round 
 203-272-3228

Indoor Plants • Gift Items • Landscape Plants • Trees • Tropicals
www.CheshireNursery.com • 1317 South Main St., Cheshire

WASTE SYSTEMS
REFUSE & RECYCLING SERVICES

203-272-1992
WWW.AJWASTESYSTEMS.COM

A full service travel agency  
for all your travel needs

Candy Nesbit 203-271-0623
www.elitetravelct.com

445 West Main Street • Cheshire

Karen Brimberg
Realtor®

203-640-4401
karen.brimberg@raveis.com

 Alexander Alexander
  && Grenon Grenon
 chiropractic chiropractic
 c e n t e r , p.c. c e n t e r , p.c.

Dr. Jim Grenon • Dr. Dan Ruddy
203-272-4513 

420 South Main Street • Cheshire
www.CheshireChiropractor.com

Six Point Wealth Advisors 
A private wealth advisory 
practice of Ameriprise 
Financial Services, Inc.

860.426.9950 
100 Queen St. 
Southington, CT 06489 
sixpointwealthadvisors.com

Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc. 
Member FINRA and SIPC.

Providing Non-Medical In-Home Care 
Light Housekeeping, Cooking, Errands,

Hands On Care, 24 Hour Care
203-630-2881 • www.evertherecare.org

Keeping the Cheshire area 
warm for over 128 years.

203-248-2111
www.easternfuel.com

3552 Whitney Avenue
Hamden, CT 06518

2018128th

RN’s, LPN’s & Home Health Aides
Short/Long-Term Assignments • Specialty Services          

675 WEST JOHNSON AVE., CHESHIRE

203-250-1900 • allpointecare.com 

Care When  
& Where  

You Need It

 Animal Medical
 Care of CT, llc
 203-439-2597
 www.animalmedcare.com
490 Cornwall Ave. Ste. 5, Cheshire, CT

Dr’s Kristine Matz • Marjorie O’Neill
Luke Martin

Contact Mary Hoffman to place an ad today! 
mhoffman@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6340

TM

New 
   Insight 

FAMILY EYECARE

Dr. Fabian C. Villacis   
& Associates

OPTOMETRISTS

Same Place As Always,  
Same Loving Care

203-758-4447
67 Waterbury Road, Prospect, CT  

www.newinsighteyecare.com

WALLINGFORD FUNERAL HOME
809 North Main St. Ext. (203) 269 7777

YALESVILLE FUNERAL HOME
386 Main St. • (203) 269 2222
www.wallingfordfh.com

DIRECTORS: 
= David T. Warren  •  = Peter A. Wasilewski  

 David Warren MacDonald C.F.S.P.   
Paul Skora C.C.S.P.  •  Jerome S. Tilton
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Italian Restaurant and Pizza
Specializing in: Pizza • Italian Cuisine • Catering

529 West Main Street
Ph: (203) 272-7297 • Fax: (203) 272-0309

www.cheshirerossini.com
Ralph & Luigi Your Hosts

ACHIQ DESIGNS
Fine Jewelry • Repair 

Watch Batteries
1081 SOUTH MAIN STREET, CHESHIRE

203-250-9979 • ACHIQDESIGNS.COM

Your Neighborhood Automotive Shop

203-272-5518
AutoRepairCheshire.com

1451 HIGHLAND AVENUE • CHESHIRE

Lube, Oil & Filter
 $2195

must present coupon at drop off

(For most cars)
(Synthetic oil  
additional charge)

Brake Service
$50 OFF $20 OFF

must present coupon at drop off
4 Wheel Service 2 Wheel Service

G.C. ELECTRIC INC.
Commercial • Industrial • Residential

24 Hour Emergency Service
George Casner & Son

203-272-9521
Family owned and operated for 30 years.

Robert & George Casner
135 Commerce Court, Cheshire

The Largest 
Chevy Dealer in 

Connecticut!

203-272-1000
richardchevy.com

THE LAW OFFICES OF JOSEPH E. BOWMAN
(203) 272-5291 • 315 Highland Avenue • Cheshire

jbowman@jbowmanlaw.com • www.cheshireattorney.com

McCormack Insurance Agency, Inc.
John McCormack 
PARISHIONER
ph: 203-720-0100 
fax: 203-723-7665
22 PARK PLACE, NAUGATUCK, CT 06770

www.mccormackinsurance.com

The Sally Bowman Group
Sally Bowman Broker Associate

220 Old Towne Road
Cheshire CT 06410
203-272-2828 Office
203-687-8026 Cell
Email: sallybowman@bhhsne.com
thesallybowmangroup.bhhsneproperties.com

John J. Palmeri, CPA, LLM
Attorney at Law

www.palmerilaw.com
203-699-9132

john@palmerilaw.com

877-691-9115 
WWW.NELCONTOWING.COM

Towing and Recovery • Auto & Truck Repairs and Service

Saleem & 
Melanie

Gerry Rock
REALTOR
203-640-4849 cell
gerry.rock@cbmoves.com 
Parishioner

Proud to Serve St Bridget of Sweden Parish
96 Railroad Avenue, Cheshire

203-272-2237
www.countrylumber.com

CUSTOM HOMES
Additions • Commercial
Kitchens • Baths

203-272-4323
986 South Main Street 

Cheshire, CT 06410
www.ricciconstructiongroup.com

Ricci
Construction 

Group, Inc.

KITCHENS AND BATHS
by 

A Matter of Style
203-272-1337

986 South Main Street • Cheshire CT 06410
www.amskitchens.com         @amskitchens

cheshire
dental 
associates

Complete Family Dental Care
Cosmetic, Restorative & Implant Dentistry

Prompt Emergency Service
Jeffrey J. Bisson, D.M.D. • Dane B. Fletcher, D.M.D.

482 South Main Street, Cheshire

203-272-2729

Providing: Elderly Care, Hourly,  
Companion, Live-in Caregivers, Weekends

We are taking long-term life ins  
and state cases

Reg. # HCA0000732 
240 Myrtle Street, Shelton, CT 06484Ewa Grzymala

Little Angels Home Care Little Angels Home Care LLCLLC

203-278-1436 • www.littleangels-homecare.com
E: littleangelshomecare48@yahoo.com

Macas Home Care LLC
Individualized Home Care Services

Day, Hourly or Live-in Support

Diabetes Prevention Program
Classes Online, In-person 

& Through Distance Learning

 866-806-2227 info@macashomecare.com

www.macashomecare.com


