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Dear Friends in Christ: 
Back to Ordinary Time…
can I get an AMEN!  Please 
don’t get me wrong.  I do love all the 
preparation of Advent, the hearing of 
Christmas carols on the radio, the in-
creased care and concern for the less 
fortunate, and the joy and celebration 
of Christmas.   

While this past Christmas came amidst 
the pandemic and a time when life is so 
different from “normal,” there was still 
so much to witness and be thankful 
for.   
· I think of the overwhelming gener-

osity of you, our parishioners, dis-
played in your care and concern 
for your parish family, in your love 
for our neighbors served through 
the Advent Giving Tree, and in 
your many kindnesses to Father 
Federico and me.   

· I think of the amazing day we had 
on Sunday, December 20th, when 
we had our “Drive-Thru Confes-
sions and Communion” and over 
160 cars (the majority with multi-
ple people in them).  The snow did 
not stop our parishioners from 
seeking the mercy of God, and our 
priest friends, while none of us 
could feel our toes, were all really 
moved by this experience.   

· I think of the 17 Masses we sched-
uled for Christmas so as many as 
wanted to could come “in-person” 
for the celebration of the birth of 
our Savior. 

· I think of our parish choir and 
school choir who prepared virtual 
choir songs for our Christmas Vir-
tual Concert and brought such joy 
to so many. 

And while I am overwhelmed with joy 

reflecting back on 
these experiences, I 
am so happy to be 
back in Ordinary 
Time even if just 
for a few weeks.  It 

means I can see my desk again, the 
days are less cluttered with countless 
meetings, and it is a peaceful time 
when days are a little longer giving us 
some hope. 

Ordinary Time brings us to reflect 
on Jesus’ earthly ministry and some 
of the major events in the Gospels 
we have come to know and to love.  
The miracles, the parables, the calling 
of the twelve, the sermon on the 
mount, the bread of life discourse… 
we get all that and more during this 
season.  Truly, there is still much to 
celebrate even in Ordinary Time. 

So why the term Ordinary?  The 
term ‘ordinary’ in our common use 
typically refers to something being 
plain, unimpressive, or unexciting.  A 
kind of ‘it is what it is’ mentality (by the 
way this is a line I have said often 
throughout the pandem-
ic when there has been 
no other reasoning for 
things…it is what it is).  
For that reason, many 
people hear ‘Ordinary Time’ and they 
immediately think of the season as 
such.  However, that understanding 
does not reflect the true meaning of 
the season. 
Ordinary, in this context, comes from 
the Latin term ordinalis, meaning 
‘numbered’ or ‘ruled’.  This title simply 
refers to the ongoing and rhythmical 
nature of the season.  Just like everyday 
life, there is a rhythm to the days and 
the weeks.  Sure, we have holidays and 
special occasions that we look forward 
to that change the pace, just like we 
have holy days and feasts in the Church 
year, but those special occasions are 

not the whole picture, just like there is 
more to the life of Christ than what we 
celebrate in other liturgical seasons.   

Ordinary Time has two parts, but it 
remains one season…the first part 
begins right after the Baptism of the 
Lord (so this past Monday) and contin-
ues until the Tuesday before Ash 
Wednesday, and the second part begins 
the Monday after Pentecost and con-
tinues to the First Sunday of Advent.  
In total, there are about 33 or 34 weeks 
in Ordinary Time depending on how 
other feast days fall within the liturgical 
calendar.  Each of these weeks is de-
noted by time, such as this Sunday is 
the Second Sunday in Ordinary 
Time. 

Ordinary Time is a time for us to 
live as disciples of Jesus.  Denoted 
by the color green, which symbolizes 
growth and new life, Ordinary Time is 
the time for us to live this new life as 
followers of Jesus Christ, the Newborn 
King.  This is a time for living the life 
of Christ!  It is a time for growth and 
maturity as disciples.  It is a time in 
which the mystery of Christ should 

shape and form every 
moment of our lives.  
Often in the midst of 
the mundane is a call to 
develop lasting habits 

in life; do we hear that call in our faith 
life? 

It is a time for us to get caught up 
in Christ.  One of the realities of life is 
that it is so easy for us to get caught up 
in things like politics (ugh!), social me-
dia, schedules, work, worry, and the list 
could go on.  But what this time of 
year asks of us is to get caught up in 
Christ.  What would life look like if 
instead of spending the time we 
“normally” would spend each day on 
the items above, we spent that time 
with Christ, reflecting on His life?  
Hmmm.  An intriguing question!  Why 
not give it a shot these weeks of Ordi-
nary Time and see what happens?   

Letter from the Pastor 
The Reverend Jeffrey V. Romans, KCHS 
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THIS TIME OF YEAR IS USUAL-
LY THE SCHOOL AUCTION…
The St. Bridget School Home and 
School Association is normally gearing 
up for the annual Auction which, of 
course, is the major fundraiser of the 
year.  However, as you can imagine 
with COVID 19 it is not possible to 
have a large gathering.  Therefore, they 
have many fun events planned which 
we can ALL participate in safely from 
our homes in the coming months.  The 
first one announced is the BINGO 
WITH A KICK on Thursday, Feb-
ruary 4th at 7PM via ZOOM.  Won’t 
you join us for an evening of fun 
from the comfort of your home? 

Here is how it works…You purchase 
bingo cards to play bingo: 

1. Single Card for all 6 games=$20 
2. 3-Pack of Cards for all 6 

games=$35 
3. 6-Pack of Cards for all 6 

games=$50 

Each game the winner will have a 
choice between a Designer Hand Bag 
from brands like Michael Kors, Coach, 
Kate Spade, and Dooney & Bourke or 
choose a $100 Gift Card from national 
chains like Amazon. 

The item not chosen will then be put 
into a KICK RAFFLE.  You can par-
ticipate in all 6 Kick Raffles by pur-
chasing a Kick Raffle Ticket for $10.  
One purchase gets you in all the raffles, 
or you can purchase more to increase 
your chances of winning.   

This will no doubt be a fun evening 
that people of all ages can participate in 
and at the same time be supporting our 
parish school.  I hope you will join us!  
For information on how to order your 

bingo cards etc. please see page 8 in 
this bulletin.   

There are many more exciting 
events being planned in the coming 
months that will be fun for parish-
ioners of all ages, stay tuned! 

Well, thank you does not seem to 
express the gratitude in my heart for 
your overwhelming and generous 
response, once again, to our 2020 
Annual Family Commitment.  It is 
such an amazing sign of your commit-
ment to our parish family.  I cannot 
adequately express the gratitude in my 
heart to the 837 families who pledged 
$270,426.50.  This represents a 27% 
participation of our registered families!  
Even more importantly this Annual 
Family Commitment consistently year to 
year provides such necessary funds to 
help our family of faith address capital 
repairs that would simply not be possi-
ble without a special collection.  As a 
family of faith we have a responsibility 
and an obligation to ensure our facili-
ties are up-to-date and running effi-
ciently and your generosity to the 2020 
Annual Family Commitment makes this 
possible!  Your generosity, this year, 
will certainly help us to address the 
deterioration of the pews in Saint Brid-
get Church, while at the same time ad-
dress some parking lot repairs at Saint 
Thomas Becket Campus.  On behalf 
of our Finance Council, our Pastoral 
Council, our Trustees, and myself, 
THANK YOU for your generosity! 
As you know 2020 was the year we 
were launching two new ministries, 
vital and important ministries, our 
new Youth Ministry and our Young 
Adult Ministry.  While COVID 19 
certainly has put an obstacle in the way 
of truly allowing these ministries to 
flourish, I am still encouraged that both 
ministries continued during the pan-
demic.   

Our Youth Ministry quickly turned to 
tools like ZOOM to continue the mo-

mentum as a group.  They participated 
in many projects as able, such as the 
Lights of Hope here in the parish col-
lecting monies and illuminating our 
properties.  They also have begun to 
meet in-person, once again, and have 
changed their meeting day to Sunday 
evenings from 6:30-8:30PM.  I EN-
COURAGE ALL HIGH SCHOOL 
AGED parishioners to come and 
check it out.  Please contact our Youth 
M i n i s t e r ,  R e g i s  O ’ N e i l l  a t 
roneill@stbridgetcheshire.org for more 
information on the Youth Ministry 
Next Generation of Disciples. 

Our Young Adult Ministry also be-
gan just before COVID 19 and instead 
of putting their efforts on hold, our 
leadership team decided to put their 
official training with id 9:16 Ministry 
on pause and take the time to get to 
know one another and build relation-
ship with one another via social media 
tools and, when possible, in-person.  I 
was so pleased to see them one Satur-
day evening in their lawn chairs, social-
ly distant, in our rectory parking lot 
getting togeth-
er, sharing 
about a book 
they were all 
reading, and 
building those 
relationships.  
They are now 
in the midst of 
their training 
with id 9:16 
Ministry and I am excited to see this 
ministry take off and be an effective 
tool among the young adults of our 
parish.   

As always, please remember to pray 
for our parish family and ask God’s 
blessings as we build His kingdom 
here.  Please know that I am praying 
for you, and I ask for your prayers for 
me, that together through the interces-
sion of Saint Bridget of Sweden, our 
Patroness, and Blessed Father Michael 
J. McGivney, and united in the Eucha-
rist, we will reflect the presence of Je-
sus to the world.  Have a blessed week 
and stay safe!!! 

Annual Family 
Commitment 2020 
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SAINT BRIDGET OF SWEDEN PARISH—WHERE CHRIST IS OUR LIGHT 
 

Rectory ...........................................................................203-272-3531 
Fax ..................................................................................203-271-3356 
Email .................................................... rectory@stbridgetcheshire.org 
Bulle n Submissions ............................. office@stbridgetcheshire.org 
Social Media ......................... communica ons@stbridgetcheshire.org 
Mailing Address .......................... 175 Main Street, Cheshire, CT 06410 

S . B"#$%&  C'(")' 
175 Main Street, Cheshire, CT 

S . T'*+-/ B&)0&  C'(")' 
435 North Brooksvale Road, Cheshire, CT

The Reverend Jeffrey V. Romans, KCHS, Pastor 
The Reverend Anthony J. Federico, III, Parochial Vicar 

Pastoral Staff 
Mr. Paul Iadarola, Deacon, Senior Status 

Dr. Richard Wilber, Deacon 
Sister Patricia Cigrand, A.S.C.J., Pastoral Associate 

Mrs. Julia Atwood, Music Director 
Mrs. Donna Yatcko, Religious Education Director 

Mr. Regis O’Neill, Youth Minister 
Dr. Nancy Testa, Saint Bridget School Principal 

Parish Trustees 
Mr. Mark Izzo ● Mrs. Candace Nesbit 

Parish Staff 
Mrs. Madelyn Banti, Admin Assistant 

Mrs. Mary Beth Chamberlain, Admin Assistant 
Mr. Regis O’Neill, Admin Assistant for Communications 

Mr. Anthony Ginnetti, Sacristan 

Online 
Offertory ......................................... $5,577.92 

Our collection for the week of January 10th 

Mailed-in/Dropped Off 
Offertory ....................................... $20,837.00 

Mail your offertory donation to 
175 Main St, Cheshire, CT 06410 

Give Online at 
stbridgetcheshire.weshareonline.org/ 

The Catholic High School Collection, occurring in all par-
ishes of the Archdiocese on the weekend of January 
23/24, supports the outstanding education offered at our 
Catholic secondary schools by providing funds for tuition 
assistance, technology enhancements, curricular im-
provements, and marketing; all of which are so critical 
during this ongoing pandemic. Please consider investing 
in the exceptional academics, solid faith formation, and 
spirit of service at our high schools by making a gift to this 
year’s Catholic High School Collection on January 23/24.  
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Saturday, January 16th 
9:00 a.m. SBC Anne Perrotti The Family 
4:00 p.m. SBC Mark & George Mesite Pam & Dennis Matfus 
5:15 p.m. SBC Ralph Chamberlain The Chamberlain  
  Family 
Sunday, January 17th: Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
7:00 a.m. SBC Generoso & Michael Violano Angela & Marty  
  Krause 
8:00 a.m. SBC Anne-Elisabeth Petroff Her Children 
9:00 a.m. SBC Metro Cremo Susan & Jack Devine 
10:30 a.m. SBC Millicent Larkin The Larkin Family  
12:00 p.m. SBC James Walter Quinn, Jr.  John & Maria Mariani 
  and Family 
Monday, January 18th 
7:00 a.m. SBC Robert Lucas Joan & Tony Ginnetti 
9:00 a.m. SBC Angelo Gatti His Family 
Tuesday, January 19th 
7:00 a.m. SBC The People of St. Bridget of Sweden Parish 
Wednesday, January 20th 
7:00 a.m. SBC Richard Cigrand  Margie & John Palmeri 
9:00 a.m. SBC Harold O’Connor  Peter & Mary Mongillo 
Thursday, January 21st: Saint Agnes, Virgin and Martyr 
7:00 a.m. SBC Lucy Beebe Karl & Lynn Krieg 
Friday, January 22nd: Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection of Unborn 
Children 
7:00 a.m. SBC Jack Walsh Bill & Sandy Walsh  
9:00 a.m. SBC School Mass—Salvatore Lupo The St. Bridget School  
  Family 
Saturday, January 23rd 
9:00 a.m. SBC Eugene & Elizabeth Heggerty Family 
4:00 p.m. SBC Paul Michalowski His Wife 
5:15 p.m. SBC Richard Barone, Sr. The SBoS 
  Contemporary Choir 
Sunday, January 24th: Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
7:00 a.m. SBC Ed & Mary Bowman The Family 
8:00 a.m. SBC Denise Materia Donna, Pam, & Regis 
9:00 a.m. SBC Linda Stapleton Ann & Ray Smialek 
10:30 a.m. SBC Jeff Norke Dan & Diane Lebel  
12:00 p.m. SBC Ralph Palmieri  Paul & Linda Beltrami 

The Tabernacle candle at 
St. Bridget Church  
shines this week for  

Catherine Zachariewicz 
Requested by Catherine Carriero 

 

The Tabernacle candle at 
St. Thomas Becket Church  

shines this week for 
An Increase in Vocations to the 
Priesthood and Religious Life 

Drive-thru CONFESSIONS available 
every Saturday at 3:00pm un l 
heard.  Drive up to the St. Bridget 
School entrance and a priest will 
come out to hear your confession. 

The television Mass is simulcast 
everyday at 10:00 a.m. on WCCT-TV 
WB20 and WCTX-TV MyTV9.  It can 
also be seen Saturday and Sunday at 

5:00 a.m. on WCCT-TV. 
It can also be viewed online at 

h#ps://www.ortv.org/streaming/
streaming.htm  

We have live in-person Eucharis c 
Adora on on Friday, January 22nd 
from 1:00 to 2:00 pm in St. Bridget 
Church. 
 

Per State of Connec cut guidelines, 
occupancy is limited to 100 persons.  
Appropriate masking and social dis-
tancing must be followed.  Use the 
link below to the Sign-up Genius to 
sign up to a#end.  

bit.ly/Signup-Adora on 
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This week we are offering the following 
Masses in St. Bridget Church: 

 

V Monday—7am & 9am 

V Tuesday—7am 

V Wednesday—7am & 9am 

V Thursday—7am 

V Friday—7am & 9am 

V Saturday—9am, 4pm & 5:15pm 

V Sunday—7am, 8am, 9am, 10:30am, & 
12noon 

To attend Mass sign up at 
http://bit.ly/SBoSMassSignUp 

NOTE: The dispensation from the Sunday obligation 
previously granted to all Catholics of the archdiocese 
by the Archbishop has been extended through Tues-
day, February 16, 2021.  
Those in high-risk categories are encouraged to con-
tinue staying home, even as others begin to return to 
Mass.  The decision to attend is yours.  Please use 
prudence and good judgement in considering if you 
should attend a public Mass at this time. 

JOIN US FOR OUR ONLINE SERVICES! 
 

V Sunday, 1/17 at 10:30AM—Celebration 
of the Mass 

V Monday, 1/18 at 10AM—Getting to 
Know our Holy Family—a brief talk 
about Saint Robert Bellarmine 

V Wednesday, 1/20 at 10AM—Pulling 
Back the Veil—a Look at the Inner Work-
ings of the Parish Office  

V Friday, 1/22—one hour of Adoration 
V Sunday, 1/24 at 10:30AM—Celebration 

of the Mass 

Ready to attend services in person?  See be-
low for services and events you can attend in 
person, using appropriate masking, social dis-
tancing, & occupancy guidelines, of course!  

Not comfortable coming in person?  That’s 
OK!  We have plenty of online services for 
you!  See below for this week’s schedule 
and how to join virtually. 

Online Services can be viewed on the 
homepage of our website at 
www.stbridgetcheshire.org  

on YouTube h#ps://bit.ly/SBoSYTChannel 
or Facebook @stbridgetofswedenparish 

NOTE:  Appropriate masking, social distancing, and occu-
pancy guidelines must be followed at all services, meet-
ings & events.   

Drive-thru Communion on Sunday, January 17th 
from  1:30-2:30pm in St. Bridget Church parking lot 
Rosary every Monday at 1:30pm in St. Bridget 
Church 
Adora on every Friday 1-2pm in St. Bridget Church - 
sign up at bit.ly/Signup-Adoration  

Drive-thru CONFESSIONS available every Saturday at 
3:00pm un l heard 
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For more informa on to be"er understand the readings, go to bit.ly/35Cw99w 

Today is the Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
The readings for today can be found at 

h#ps://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/011721.cfm 

Although the liturgical season of Ordinary Time begins this week, today’s reading continues with the 
celebration of the Baptism of the Lord, which concludes the Christmas season. Today’s reading from the 
Gospel according to John immediately follows John the Baptist's testimony about Jesus and his identifi-
cation of Jesus as the Lamb of God. Having been baptized by John, Jesus begins to gather followers. 
The first followers sought out Jesus because of the testimony and witness of John the Baptist. 

We are familiar with the title that John the Baptist uses for Jesus—the Lamb of God. We hear it weekly 
at the fraction rite during Mass. For those who heard John the Baptist, however, this title recalled key 
themes from the Old Testament. It alludes to the paschal lamb offered as a sacrifice when God freed the 
Israelites from slavery in Egypt, the event that is commemorated by the Jewish Passover celebration. 
The designation also recalls the prophet Isaiah’s description of the suffering servant of Israel. In using 
this name for Jesus, John the Baptist predicts Jesus’ passion and death and the new interpretation of 
Passover that will begin with Jesus’ Last Supper. 

We learn in today’s reading how Jesus’ first followers were gathered. The first two, Andrew and another man, were followers of John 
the Baptist. After hearing John’s testimony, they became followers of Jesus. During their time with Jesus, the details of which are not 
specified, Andrew and the other follower came to believe that Jesus was the Messiah. Andrew then brings his brother, Simon, to Je-
sus. Immediately, Jesus gave Simon a new name, calling him Peter, which means “rock” in Greek. The renaming of Simon to Peter is 
reported in all four of the Gospels. 

In the exchange between Andrew, the other disciple, and Jesus, we see an example of the usual pattern for first-century Jewish rab-
binical schools. Jews sought out rabbis and established themselves as disciples of a particular rabbi. Jesus appears to have been 
unique in that he sought out individuals, inviting them to be his followers. In the passage that follows, John ’s Gospel tells us how Je-
sus took the initiative in calling Philip and Nathanael. 

Jesus asks Andrew and the other disciple, “What are you looking for?” This is a telling question, and one that we might often ask of 
ourselves. John the Baptist testified to Jesus’ identity, the Lamb of God, using the framework of the Old Testament. Andrew, Simon, 
and the other first disciples were looking for the Messiah, whom they also came to know as the Son of God. What do we look for and 
what do we find in Jesus?  

www.loyolapress.com    

Virtual Demen a Care Program: 
Tips for Effec ve Communica on, 

Safety, and Personal Care 
The Alzheimer’s Associa on Connec cut 
Chapter is presen ng a virtual  program for 
caregivers of people with any type of demen-
 a on Wednesday, January 20, 2021 from 7:00 
– 8:30 pm on the Zoom pla$orm.  To register 
for this program and receive the Zoom link 
and mee ng informa on use the St. Bridget 
Sign up Genius or contact Sr. Patricia at 203-
272-3531 Ext 1312.  If you have further ques-
 ons you can contact Maria Tomase%, Alzhei-
mer’s Associa on, mtomase%@alz.org or 203
-230-1777 ext. 9706. 

Not Just for Last Rites! 
Presentation and Communal Anointing Service 

Thursday, January 21st at 6:00pm in St. Bridget Church 
The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick offers a powerful experi-
ence of the Lord’s healing touch – sometimes physically, always spir-
itually.  This Sacrament is not just reserved for those who are dy-
ing.  The bishops of the U.S. say that “there is no need to wait until a 
person is at the point of death to receive the Sacrament. A careful 
judgment about the serious nature of the illness is sufficient.”  In other 
words if you are sick, ill or suffering in mind or body, come to this talk 
and anointing service and experience the healing power of Christ! 
Note: if you are experiencing symptoms of Covid, please do not at-
tend.  Instead, call the rectory to schedule a private anointing. 
Limited to first 100 people who sign up online at bit.ly/2XFeae9 
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Thursday, February 4th at 7:00pm 
 

Brought to you by:   

    In support of Social Distancing 

—6 Games of Bingo / 12 Prizes 
Each game has a corresponding prize: 

CHOICE of either a Designer Bag* or $100 Gift Card** 
*Michael Kors™, Coach™, Kate Spade™ or Dooney & Bourke™ 

**National Chains (i.e. Amazon) 
 

KICK!—the Prize not chosen is RAFFLED OFF! 
Bingo Cards/KICK Raffle Tickets are Pre-Sale Only 

Ask Father 
Dear Father:  I heard that when the body 
suffers, the soul suffers as well.  One impact 
of our soul suffering is that our will to help 
ourselves is diminished.  An example of this 
would be an elderly person not helping their 
caregiver in their recovery – lack of the will.  
Could you please discuss the suffering of the 
soul? 

Dear friend in Christ,  

Hmmm.  I have to admit I’m not quite sure 
how to answer this ques on.  The human per-
son is comprised of both body and soul.  The 
Catechism teaches that the soul is united to 
the body but not iden cal to it.  So, while a 
certain suffering may take place locally in 
one’s body or one’s soul, it would be right to 
say the en re person – body and soul – is 
suffering.   

I’m sorry I don’t understand the example you 
gave! You can consult the Catechism sec ons 
on the body and soul for further research.  
And in the mean me, here is a quote from 
Pope Benedict XVI you may enjoy: 

“Man is truly himself when his body and soul 
are in mately united…Should he aspire to be 
pure spirit and to reject the flesh as pertaining 
to his animal nature alone, then spirit and 
body would both lose their dignity.  On the 
other hand, should he deny the spirit and con-
sider ma#er, the body, as the only reality, he 
would likewise lose his greatness.”  

St. Bridget School 
Coordinator of Instructional Intervention and Resources (Pre-K through Grade 8) 

Position Description:  The pr imary r esponsibility of the Coordinator  of Instructional Intervention is to 
assist the Principal in the development, implementation and assessment of instructional programs following 
the standards outlined by the Office of Education, Evangelization and Catechesis (OEEC) with age-and grade-

level activities that benefit all students in mind, body and spirit. The Coordinator will motivate, assist, support and evaluate staff in 
the continuing effort to improve instructional opportunities and positive outcomes for SBS students with specific learning, social, 
emotional, language, physical, sensory and speech needs. The Coordinator will create a safe and stimulating learning environment to 
support individual student’s learning goals in a manner where the dignity of all students is maintained. In addition, this position will 
also provide effective professional development for staff members.  
The Coordinator of Instructional Intervention prepares students to be responsible Christian citizens who can 
make sound, moral choices and think critically in today’s world.  
Requirements: 
Ø A Bachelor’s Degree in Elementary Education 
Ø CT Teacher Certification  

Applicants should send their resume to Joanne Tenney at jtenney@stbridgetschool.org 
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Youth Ministry 

Regis O’Neill, Youth Minister roneill@stbridgetcheshire.org 
203-233-8489 

 

Saint of the Week 
St. Marianne Cope  
Feast Day: January 23rd  
Bio: St. Marianne Cope was born in Germany in 1838, but moved to New York at the age of 2. 
Our Saint-to-be worked in a factory until 1862, when she decided to join the Sisters of the Third 
Order of Saint Francis. She ministered in local schools and hospitals for a number of years be-
fore being elected Provincial in 1877. In 1883, she and a number of her Sisters responded to 
the Hawaiian government’s request for a religious order to run a Receiving Station for those sus-
pected of having leprosy. They also opened a hospital, a school for girls, and a home for 
“unprotected women and girls.” She later took charge of Fr. Damien’s home for men and boys. 
One of her main contributions was introducing cleanliness, pride, and fun to the leper colony, a 
rarity during that time. She often outfitted the women with bright scarves and pretty dresses! She 
died in August of 1918 after a long life spent helping others. St. Marianne Cope, pray for us!  

Verse of the Week 
Ecclesiastes 3:13 
“Also that everyone should eat and drink and take 
pleasure in all his toil – this is God’s gift to man.”  

Upcoming Events 
The Next Generation of 
Disciples high school 
youth group will NOT 
meet this Sunday, Janu-
ary 17th. We will resume 
meeting on Sunday, 
January 24th. We hope 
to see any and all high 
schoolers there!  

Apologetics 101:  The Power of Silence  

· Think about the moment you get in an elevator by yourself or you find yourself wai ng in line for a few minutes.   
- What’s the first thing we do?  

* We take out our phone and scroll through it for a minute! 
· This is an example of how uncomfortable we have become with silence.  We strive to fill every single moment 

with s mula on and interac on. 
· The constant noise and engagement with the world which we subject ourselves to everyday means that we can 

no longer hear the voice of God, because God only speaks in silence! 
· Think about it.  God does not shout, God whispers.  Because God refuses to take second-place behind all of the 

other things in life which clamor for our a#en on. 
- Inten onally spending  me every day in silence is our way of saying ‘God – I want to put You first in 

my life.  I want to hear Your whisper over all the noise in my life.’ 
· Silence is not just the absence of noise – it is an inten onal turning of the mind and heart to God.  It is giving 

God our full a#en on. 
· Silence is very difficult! It is hard to be s ll and quiet our minds.  Our thoughts are filled with endless distrac-

 ons.  And on a deep level, some mes we don’t like facing the person who we are inside. 
- Silence allows us to listen for the whisper of God’s voice. 

· Start with five minutes a day! Disconnect your phone and close the door.  Sit silently with the Lord and ask Him 
to speak to you.  Pay a#en on to what feelings come up.  Do not feel discouraged if it takes you a while to s ll 
your mind – remember, the Lord is concerned only with our effort and inten on to please Him, not our results. 

 
If you are interested in learning more about what silence does for our minds, bodies and souls, please read “The 
Power of Silence: Against the Dictatorship of Noise” by Cardinal Robert Sarah. 

IF YOU PLAN TO ATTEND MASS EITHER ON SUNDAY 
OR DURING THE WEEK, YOU MUST SIGN UP USING 
OUR SIGN-UP GENIUS AT bit.ly/SBoSMassSignUp 
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St. Bridget School 
Update  

Principal: Dr. Nancy Testa 
Director of Campus Ministry: Mrs. Judy Rowinski 

12th Annual Community 
Awards Program 
Coming in February! 

St. Bridget Pre-Kindergarten and 
Kindergarten Programs 

Our Pre- Kindergarten and Kindergarten will 
remain open during any/all school closures 
due to COVID-19. Please visit our school web-
site at www.stbridgetschool.org to learn about 
the many wonderful opportuni"es our school 
offers our learners.  

We are also accepting applications for Grades One through Eight. 
Please call us at 203.272.5860 for an in-person tour. 

Join us on February 4th at 7:00PM EST for a 
Virtual Bingo Night! 

There will be SIX games of BINGO with 12 prizes! Each 
game has a corresponding prize CHOICE of either a de-
signer handbag (i.e. Michael Kors, Coach, Kate Spade, or 
Dooney & Burke) OR a $100 gi= card from a na onal 
chain (i.e. Amazon).  

As an addi onal “KICK,” the prize not chosen will be RAF-
FLED OFF that night! 

Please consider making this a Family Fun Night! 
 

 
Bingo Cards/“KICK” Raffle Tickets are Pre-Sale Only: 
· $20 Single 1 Card for each Bingo Game 
· $35 3-Pack 3 Cards for each Bingo Game 
· $50 6-Pack 6 Cards for each Bingo Game 
· $10 KICK Raffle - No Limit - Must have a Bingo card to 

par cipate in the raffle 

Three Ways to Order: 
1. QR Code 
2. Call/Text: 860.550.3249 
3. Facebook Message: Everything 

Happens For A Reason Fundraising 

St. Bridget School Home and School Associa on Proudly Presentststs 

Our Virtual Open House, in celebra!on of Na!onal Catholic Schools Month, 
will be available on our website star!ng on January 31st! 

Our virtual school tour is also available now for viewing! 
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Grade 1, 2, 4, 5 and 6 
Virtual Family Meetings  

Sunday, February 7th at 9 AM 
Monday, February 8th at 4 PM and 5:30 PM 

Tuesday, February 9th at 4 PM 
 

First Communion Classes 
Virtual Class  

Sunday, January 24th at 9 AM 
In Person Class 

Sunday, February 7th at 8:30 AM 
 
 

Middle School 7th and 8th grades 
Virtual Class 

Sunday, February 7th at 10AM 
Sunday, March 7th at 10AM 

 

Confirmation Program  
9th grade 

Virtual Class 
Sunday, January 24th at 5 PM 
Sunday, February 7th at 5 PM 

 

10th grade 
Virtual Class  

Sunday, January 24th at 5PM 
In Person Class 

Sunday, February 7th at 5 PM 
 
 

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd 
Virtual Class  

Tuesday, January 26th at 4PM 
Tuesday, February 9th at 4PM 

 
From the ProLife Ministry 

The annual March for Life in Wash-
ington DC will be held on January 
29th, 2021. Due to the pandemic, the 
diocese is not organizing a bus trip, 
but you can s ll par cipate virtually. 
Speakers include former New Eng-
land Patriot Benjamin Watson and his 
wife Kirsten, Cissie Graham Lynch, 
the granddaughter of the late Billy 
Graham, Archbishop Joseph F. Nau-
mann, Archbishop for the Archdio-
cese of Kansas City, former NFL quar-
terback Tim Tebow, and many others. 
A pre-rally concert will feature 
Mathew West. Sign up for the virtual 
March for life at h#ps://
marchforlife.co/2021virtual  
 
 

Pro-Life News  
On December 8th, Congresswoman 
Rosa DeLauro (CT-03) promised in a 
congressional hearing that 2019 
would be the last year that the Hyde 
Amendment would be law. The Hyde 
Amendment prohibits federal money 
from being used to fund abor ons 
through Medicaid (except for limited 
excep ons). The law is credited with 
saving over 2 million lives since it was 
first passed in 1976. The recent sen-
ate wins in Georgia will give pro-
choice Democrats control of Congress 
and the White House, making the 
likelyhood of pro-abor on legisla on 
passing all the more likely. Let us pray 
for our country, as well as for those in 
posi ons of power, that they may 
come to recognize the sanc ty of life 
and work to protect it.  

 
A Prayer for Life 
(from the USCCB) 

Father and maker of all, you adorn all 
crea on with splendor and beauty, 
and fashion human lives in your im-
age and likeness. Awaken in every 
heart reverence for the work of your 
hands, and renew among your people 
a readiness to nurture and sustain 
your precious gi= of life. Grant this 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, God for-
ever and ever. Amen  

Office of Religious Education — Donna Yatcko, DRE 
dyatcko@stbridgetschool.org               203.272.6504 

Monday – Friday  8:30 am to 1:30 pm 
Religious Education Schedule 
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Grand Knight, Jason Molitierno —jason_molitierno@yahoo.com 

Cheshire K of C 
KNIGHTS KORNER 

by Harold Metz, Council Trustee 

Well folks, next weekend is Super Bowl Sunday, so lots of fans are 
making plans for the first ever pandemic Super Bowl (pardon my 
mask). But what plans do you suppose retired NFL players are making, 
specifically former Heisman Trophy winning quarterbacks? How about 
three choices: 
1. Making arrangements to be on the sideline of the big game to be 

interviewed by CBS Sports at halftime?   NO! 
2. Making out a guest list for a party in a luxury suite overlooking the 

fifty yard line?   NO! 
3. Making arrangements to address the 48th Annual March for Life in 

Washington DC?   YES! 
YES? 

Yes, yes, and yes again. On January 29th, Heisman 
Trophy winning quarterback Tim Tebow will be the 
keynote speaker at the Rose Dinner the evening of the 
48th annual March For Life in Washington DC. 
Most of us know Tim for the Heisman and his two na-
tional championships with the University of Florida, 
but there's more to know: 

Tebow is the author of three New York Times Best Selling books, 
"Through My Eyes," which was named the #1 sports and religion book 
of 2011 and "Shaken: Discovering your True Identity in the Midst of 
Life’s Storms” which won the 2017 Evangelical Christian Publishers 
Association Book of the Year. Tebow released his third New York 
Times bestseller, "This Is The Day," in September of 2018. 
Tim grew up the son of missionaries and has returned to the Philippines 
several times throughout his life to spread God’s word and do the 
Lord’s work by serving the needy. 
The Tim Tebow Foundation was established in 2012 with the goal to 
bring Faith, Hope, and Love to those needing a brighter day in their 
darkest hour of need. The foundation fulfills this mission every day by 
making dreams come true for children with life-threatening illnesses, 
building Timmy’s Playrooms in children’s hospitals, providing life-
changing surgeries to children of the Philippines through the Tebow 
CURE Hospital, sponsoring Night to Shine, a nationwide prom and 
worldwide movement for people with special needs, providing care for 
orphans in six countries and adoption aid grants for families who 
choose to adopt an international child with special needs. 
Tim is married to Demi-Leigh Nel-Peters who is a South African model 
and former beauty queen who was crowned Miss Universe 2017. She 
was crowned Miss South Africa 2017, and is the second Miss Universe 
winner from South Africa.                                                                            

- March for Life Education and Defense Fund 
More next bulletin: The Week of the March 

 
 
 
FOR THE UNBORN 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

At this time we are 
looking for your favorite 

DESSERT recipes. 
Send in those family 

specialties to: 
cookbook@stbridgetcheshire.org. 

The 2021 Mass book is now open for 
July through December. 

Please call the rectory at 203-272-3531 
during office hours (Monday-Friday, 
8:30am-4:30pm) to reserve a Mass. 

ATTENTION ALL PARISHIONERS 
VIRTUS UPDATES NEEDED 
Virtual Training available 

The Office of Safe Environment has di-
rected that any parishioner who sub-
mi#ed a background check before Janu-
ary 1, 2011 needs to submit a new back-
ground check in order to con nue volun-
teering in the parish.   Please contact the 
Religious Educa on Office, 203-272-6504, 
Dyatcko@stbridgetschool.org or PTod-
man@stbridgetschool.org,  so we can 
make arrangements for you to submit a 
new background check and receive the 
new Archdiocese of Har$ord Policy and 
Codes of Ministerial Behavior booklet and 
acknowledgement page. 

At the present  me the Virtus Training 
can be done online.  If you have not com-
pleted this training or are interested in 
a#ending a virtual training session, please 
contact Donna Yatcko. 
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Captain Cassandra Andrea  USAF 
Captain J. Michael Andrea  USAF 

SRA Garrett Barboza, USAF 
Major David B. Beale, US Army 
Specialist Alan Bell, US Army 

Petty Officer 2nd Class Michael Betts, US Navy 
Lieutenant Kevin Briskin, US Army 
ENS Michelle Browning, US Navy 

Sergeant Brian Caouette  
Captain Leslie Ann Capuano, USMC 

Lieutenant Hollis Ann Capuano, US Navy 
Seaman Apprentice Robert Carrano, US Coast Guard 

Private Jack Cavanaugh, US Army 
Tech Sergeant Edward J. Clark, Jr, USAF 

SRA Aaron Desjardins, USAF 
Specialist John Fadus, US Army 

STS-1 Jake Ford, US Navy 
PFC Owen C. Fowler, USMC 

Private Alyza Hernandez, USMC  
Petty Officer 2nd Class Martin Houston, US Navy 

Cdr. Thomas A. Ianucci, USN, Chaplain 
SRA Ryan Jones, USAF 

Petty Officer 2nd Class Neil P. Kenefick, US Navy 
Ryan Kiernan, US Navy 

AWO2 Kyle (DeVylder) Kohl, US Navy 
Lieutenant Jared Korn, US Coast Guard 

Sergeant Gregory J. Kowalski, USMC 
Airman First Class Benjamin M. LeClerc, USAF 

MA2 Tiana Lefebre, US Navy 
Petty Officer 2nd Class Brian McGrath, US Navy 

 
 

 
 
 
 

LTJG Derek Molkenbuhr, US Navy 
LT Marisa Molkenbuhr, US Navy 

LTJG Trevor Molkenbuhr, US Navy 
Senior Chief Petty Officer Pasquale Moreland, US Navy 

Corporal Ginamarie Mazzucco, USMC 
Lance Corporal Kathryn Mazzucco, USMC 
Airman First Class Anthony Nero, USAF 

Lt. Christopher Nguyen, US Army 
Specialist Eric Normand, US Army 

Chaplain Philip O’Neill, USAF 
Captain Denis L. O’Reilly, USMC 

Specialist Christopher Paier, US Army Natl. Guard 
PVT John Pastore, USMC 

Private Matthew Planinshek, USMC  
LTJG Jake Patrick Reid, US Navy 
Private Quianna Rios, US Army 

Petty Officer First Class Matthew J. Sansone, US Navy 
Captain Ryan Satterfield, USMC 
Lt. Ellie Marie Senft, US Army 

Captain Jack David Senft, US Army 
SRA Myron Simpson, USAF 

Private 1st Class Kevin Stevens, US Army 
Captain Alexander James Topitzer, US Army 

Captain Matthew Neil Topitzer, US Army 
Captain Ryan Van Wie, US Army 

Private 1st Class Connor Valinsky, US Army 
Senior Airman Joe Villano USAF  

Corporal Bernard Vitti, Jr., USMC 
LCpl. Matthew Voelker, USMC 
Airman Mark Zajac, Jr., USAF 

 
 

If you have a name to place on our U.S. Military prayer list, please contact Mary Beth in the Rectory at 203-272-3531 or  
office@stbridgetcheshire.org with the names of family & friends who are on active duty.  Please provide name and 

branch of service.  In this way, our whole parish community can help bring them home safely by our prayers. 

Our U.S. Military Prayer List 

203-699-9226 
175 Sandbank Road, Cheshire, CT 

Thank you for your continued generosity with donations to 
the Cheshire Community Food Pantry.  We gratefully accept 
any donations, but this week we have a particular need for:   

 -tuna  -canned beets, spinach & carrots 
 -frosting  -cat food -toothbrushes 
 -paper towels -toilet paper -cleaning supplies 
Please note that the Food Pantry: 
- Cannot accept expired or opened items 
- Cannot use large industrial canned goods 
- Can accept perishable goods only during Pantry hours 
- Hours are M-W-F 9:00am-12:15pm; T-Th 3:00pm-6:15pm 
- Monetary donations should be sent to:  Cheshire Community 

Food Pantry, P.O. Box 457, Cheshire, CT  06410.   
 

Thank you for your continued support of the Cheshire 
Community Food Pantry and for helping 

our fellow neighbors! 

 

 

 

Spring Raffle 
St Bridget is having their first Prize-A-Day raffle.  
For $10 you will have a chance to win 31 prizes 
during the month of March. Purchase your raffle 

 ckets star ng February 1st. 
Prizes will include gi= cards, items and cash!  
All proceeds to benefit St. Bridget School 

(it’s for the children) 
Tune into our school Facebook page (St. Bridget 

School, Cheshire) to see the daily winner. 
More details to follow….. 

For ques ons or to donate raffle items – please 
reach out to Molly Johnson at 203-915-4238 or 

molson1985@hotmail.com 
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A Hilzinger 
Family Enterprise
203-250-1515

Fax 203-271-1865
243 Blacks Road • Cheshire

www.blacksroadselfstorage.com

NOLAN’S 
HAMDEN MONUMENT CO.
323 Washington Ave., Hamden 

(Opposite Knights of Columbus Hall)

203-288-8486 | 1-800-852-8865 
Fax 203-287-1593 

John R. Nolan  |  Michael F. Nolan

All the Assistance You Need to Stay at Home

• Companions, PCA’s & Live In’s
• Nursing & Therapy

• Home Modifications
• Respite Services.

(203) 773-1201 • (877) 302-2323 Statewide
www.keepmehome.com

“Hablamos 
Espanol”

State Wide Services

Contact Mary Hoffman to place an ad today! 
mhoffman@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6340

Need Care? We Care.

(203)238-1441     www.FranciscanHC.org

SERVICES INCLUDE:
Skilled Nursing • Hospice Care

Physical, Speech and Occupational Therapy
Medical Social Services 

Home Health Aide Services

Franciscan Home Care and Hospice Care

TREE SERVICE  

Your Local
INJURY 

LAWYERS
97 Main Street 

Cheshire, CT 06410
203-272-4844

The Catholic Cemeteries Association
of the Archdiocese of Hartford, Inc. 

Calvary Cemetery
Waterbury

203-754-9105

Mt Olivet Cemetery
Watertown

860-274-4641

St Francis Cemetery
Torrington

860-482-4670

Advanced Planning of your Cemetery needs is a loving gift that relieves 
your family of a difficult decision in the midst of their grief. Whether a 

Traditional Grave, Mausoleum, or Cremation, let our caring team of
Family Service Advisors help you choose your cemetery needs.

www.ccacem.org

For your convenience we now sell Granite Flush Markers
and Monuments at all our locations!
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 203-271-0222
1157 Highland Avenue • Suite 105 • Cheshire

www.hoynesfinancial.com • Rob Hoynes, ChFC® 
Securities offered through LPL Financial. Member FINRA/SIPC

We hope you’ll join us this summer
Ages 3-15 • Open House April 26th 1-4pm

43 Candee Rd., Prospect, CT 06712
holidayhilldaycamp.com

 Full Service Garden Center & Florist
 Open Year Round 
 203-272-3228

Indoor Plants • Gift Items • Landscape Plants • Trees • Tropicals
www.CheshireNursery.com • 1317 South Main St., Cheshire

WASTE SYSTEMS
REFUSE & RECYCLING SERVICES

203-272-1992
WWW.AJWASTESYSTEMS.COM

A full service travel agency  
for all your travel needs

Candy Nesbit 203-271-0623
www.elitetravelct.com

445 West Main Street • Cheshire

Karen Brimberg
Realtor®

203-640-4401
karen.brimberg@raveis.com

 Alexander Alexander
  && Grenon Grenon
 chiropractic chiropractic
 c e n t e r , p.c. c e n t e r , p.c.

Dr. Jim Grenon • Dr. Dan Ruddy
203-272-4513 

420 South Main Street • Cheshire
www.CheshireChiropractor.com

Six Point Wealth Advisors 
A private wealth advisory 
practice of Ameriprise 
Financial Services, Inc.

860.426.9950 
100 Queen St. 
Southington, CT 06489 
sixpointwealthadvisors.com

Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc. 
Member FINRA and SIPC.

Providing Non-Medical In-Home Care 
Light Housekeeping, Cooking, Errands,

Hands On Care, 24 Hour Care
203-630-2881 • www.evertherecare.org

Keeping the Cheshire area 
warm for over 128 years.

203-248-2111
www.easternfuel.com

3552 Whitney Avenue
Hamden, CT 06518

2018128th

RN’s, LPN’s & Home Health Aides
Short/Long-Term Assignments • Specialty Services          

675 WEST JOHNSON AVE., CHESHIRE

203-250-1900 • allpointecare.com 

Care When  
& Where  

You Need It

 Animal Medical
 Care of CT, llc
 203-439-2597
 www.animalmedcare.com
490 Cornwall Ave. Ste. 5, Cheshire, CT

Dr’s Kristine Matz • Marjorie O’Neill
Luke Martin

Contact Mary Hoffman to place an ad today! 
mhoffman@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6340

TM

New 
   Insight 

FAMILY EYECARE

Dr. Fabian C. Villacis   
& Associates

OPTOMETRISTS

Same Place As Always,  
Same Loving Care

203-758-4447
67 Waterbury Road, Prospect, CT  

www.newinsighteyecare.com

WALLINGFORD FUNERAL HOME
809 North Main St. Ext. (203) 269 7777

YALESVILLE FUNERAL HOME
386 Main St. • (203) 269 2222
www.wallingfordfh.com

DIRECTORS: 
= David T. Warren  •  = Peter A. Wasilewski  

 David Warren MacDonald C.F.S.P.   
Paul Skora C.C.S.P.  •  Jerome S. Tilton
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Italian Restaurant and Pizza
Specializing in: Pizza • Italian Cuisine • Catering

529 West Main Street
Ph: (203) 272-7297 • Fax: (203) 272-0309

www.cheshirerossini.com
Ralph & Luigi Your Hosts

ACHIQ DESIGNS
Fine Jewelry • Repair 

Watch Batteries
1081 SOUTH MAIN STREET, CHESHIRE

203-250-9979 • ACHIQDESIGNS.COM

Your Neighborhood Automotive Shop

203-272-5518
AutoRepairCheshire.com

1451 HIGHLAND AVENUE • CHESHIRE

Lube, Oil & Filter
 $2195

must present coupon at drop off

(For most cars)
(Synthetic oil  
additional charge)

Brake Service
$50 OFF $20 OFF

must present coupon at drop off
4 Wheel Service 2 Wheel Service

G.C. ELECTRIC INC.
Commercial • Industrial • Residential

24 Hour Emergency Service
George Casner & Son

203-272-9521
Family owned and operated for 30 years.

Robert & George Casner
135 Commerce Court, Cheshire

THE LAW OFFICES OF JOSEPH E. BOWMAN
(203) 272-5291 • 315 Highland Avenue • Cheshire

jbowman@jbowmanlaw.com • www.cheshireattorney.com

McCormack Insurance Agency, Inc.
John McCormack 
PARISHIONER
ph: 203-720-0100 
fax: 203-723-7665
22 PARK PLACE, NAUGATUCK, CT 06770

www.mccormackinsurance.com

The Sally Bowman Group
Sally Bowman Broker Associate

220 Old Towne Road
Cheshire CT 06410
203-272-2828 Office
203-687-8026 Cell
Email: sallybowman@bhhsne.com
thesallybowmangroup.bhhsneproperties.com

John J. Palmeri, CPA, LLM
Attorney at Law

www.palmerilaw.com
203-699-9132

john@palmerilaw.com

877-691-9115 
WWW.NELCONTOWING.COM

Towing and Recovery • Auto & Truck Repairs and Service

Saleem & 
Melanie

Gerry Rock
REALTOR
203-640-4849 cell
gerry.rock@cbmoves.com 
Parishioner

Proud to Serve St Bridget of Sweden Parish
96 Railroad Avenue, Cheshire

203-272-2237
www.countrylumber.com

CUSTOM HOMES
Additions • Commercial
Kitchens • Baths

203-272-4323
986 South Main Street 

Cheshire, CT 06410
www.ricciconstructiongroup.com

Ricci
Construction 

Group, Inc.

KITCHENS AND BATHS
by 

A Matter of Style
203-272-1337

986 South Main Street • Cheshire CT 06410
www.amskitchens.com         @amskitchens

cheshire
dental 
associates

Complete Family Dental Care
Cosmetic, Restorative & Implant Dentistry

Prompt Emergency Service
Jeffrey J. Bisson, D.M.D. • Dane B. Fletcher, D.M.D.

482 South Main Street, Cheshire

203-272-2729

Providing: Elderly Care, Hourly,  
Companion, Live-in Caregivers, Weekends

We are taking long-term life ins  
and state cases

Reg. # HCA0000732 
240 Myrtle Street, Shelton, CT 06484Ewa Grzymala

Little Angels Home Care Little Angels Home Care LLCLLC

203-278-1436 • www.littleangels-homecare.com
E: littleangelshomecare48@yahoo.com

Macas Home Care LLC
Individualized Home Care Services

Day, Hourly or Live-in Support

Diabetes Prevention Program
Classes Online, In-person 

& Through Distance Learning

 866-806-2227 info@macashomecare.com

www.macashomecare.com

Celebrity Shuttle
Transportation with Homecare

Convenient 24/7 Shuttle Services • Home Care
Senior Transportation to Church, Pharmacy, Errands

Pet Transportation & Homecare
PCA/HHA/CNA/24-Hour Live-In Service

www.celebrityshuttle.com HCA.0001670
Free Consultations 877-550-2353 • 203-440-9744

Download our App! On Android & iOS


