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Dear Friends in Christ: 

CONFESSION…did you hear Fa-

ther announced they are offering 

more times for confession?   

I have this friend I will call Janet for 

the sake of anonymity.  She is married 

with two children.  Like most young 

adults she and her husband grew up in 

the faith, but once the kids came they 

became busy with life, and so practic-

ing the faith became secondary to their 

hectic lives.  Do not get me wrong, 

they still were great people, cared about 

the less fortunate, and brought their 

children up to live out the commands 

of love.  They even sent their children 

to Catholic school for a few years. 

Fast forward a few years and Janet is 

invited by a friend and fellow young 

mom back to the parish for a special 

event.  This was not a religious event, 

but it was similar to what we would 

today call a paint night.  There at the 

paint night she met the pastor, and he 

invited her and her family to come 

back to Mass.  From that simple invi-

tation to a parish event came a huge 

change in her family life. 

One invitation…one encounter…

that is all it took!  That is called evan-

gelization!  Janet’s friend, perhaps with-

out even knowing it, evangelized and it 

worked! 

Janet and her husband started going 

back to the practice of regular worship.  

Their children even enjoyed going to 

Mass so much that they became altar 

servers.  To this day they regularly at-

tend Mass as a family, sometimes virtu-

ally if in quarantine, and really feel bet-

ter each time.  They even talk about the 

homilies after Mass and share what 

they got out of it!  It is so awesome!  

They even help their parish as greeters 

and sanitizers to this day.   

I bring this family up because they 

are good friends, but also because I 

think there are many families that 

can relate to their situation.   

Now I also bring them up because I 

want to share with you about Janet’s 

husband, who we will call Todd.  Todd 

is, of course, going to Mass, assisting 

when the family greets, and even has 

gone to daily Mass from time to time.  

But there is one thing the whole 

family has done regularly since 

coming back to the practice of the 

faith that Todd just couldn’t bring 

himself to do, and that is go to Con-

fession!  I would even be with them 

for special occasions over the past cou-

ple of years, and when the topic came 

up they would all tell him he should go, 

but he would just brush it off.   

So I joined in!  Over the course of a 

few occasions in their presence I took 

the opportunity to share with Todd an 

invitation to confession!  I shared with 

him that there is NOTHING he could 

confess that the priest hasn’t already 

heard.  I told him it would make him 

feel like a huge weight has been lifted 

from his shoulders.  I was not suc-

cessful…until one day this past year 

during the pandemic!!!  I was on the 

phone with Janet and Todd and it was 

the week before our Confession after-

noon in December.  I told them what 

we were doing and I said “Todd this is 

your chance.  There will be six priests 

here, many you do not know.  Why 

don’t you come to our Confession af-

ternoon and finally have your confes-

sion heard?”  And he came!!!  He said 

he didn’t know why he kept putting it 

off!  It was a weight off his shoulders!  

I was so pleased that he finally experi-

enced God’s mercy after so many 

years! 

Want more?  Want more in your 

life?   

Experience the freedom confession 

offers!  Experience God’s mercy 

freeing you from the burden of sin, 

the weights on your shoulder!  

#turntochrist 

SO I invite each and every one of 

you to that same experience!  Please 

consider availing yourself of the oppor-

tunity to go to Confession during this 

Season of Lent.  We have many oppor-

tunities for you! 

�� Saturdays we offer Drive-Thru 

Confessions from 3PM until heard  

�� Tuesdays we offer Drive-Thru 

Confessions from 5-6PM 

�� Sunday, March 21

st

 we are holding 

another Confession Afternoon 

with six priests here to offer you 

the experience of God’s mercy 

�� Or if none of those opportunities 

work with your schedule, both Fa-

ther Federico and I are willing and 

able to schedule a time for you to 

come for a Drive-Up Confession 

any day! 

When is the last time you went to Con-

fession?  Do you want to receive the 

mercy of God?  Do you want a fresh 

start?  Do you want to be freed from 

that sin and burden? 

Who wouldn’t want to be freed from 

their sin and begin a fresh start at 

trying to follow Jesus better?   

Sacramental confession allows God’s 

loving mercy and his grace-filled abso-

lution to be confirmed to us through 

the ministry of the priest.  Christ,  

Letter from the Pastor 

The Reverend Jeffrey V. Romans, KCHS 



3�

�

through the priest, invites us to let go 

of anything that gets in the way of our 

relationship with Him.  Christ, through 

the priest, encourages us to open our-

selves to the peace and grace which can 

only be found through God’s for-

giveness.   

Through the sacramental ministry of 

the Church and the Sacrament of Rec-

onciliation, our sins are forgiven and 

we are given the grace to be more like 

Christ; to experience and embody the 

saving ministry and healing grace of 

Jesus Christ. 

I am also aware that some do not go to 

Confession because they are too nerv-

ous!  If you're worried because you're 

"new at this," or because “it has been 

so long,” that's okay!  It's okay to be 

nervous, it's okay to be afraid, but 

don’t let that fear hold you back.  

Just tell the priest how you feel.  Let 

him know how long it’s been and that 

you are nervous and he will walk you 

through it.  The priest is there to put 

you at ease and help you through your 

confession so that you can experience 

the graces our Lord wants to pour out 

on you!  

I urge us all to be open to God’s love 

and grace in the Sacrament of Recon-

ciliation this Lent.   

How do I prepare for the Sacrament 

of Reconciliation, Confession?  I 

use the Ten Commandments.  This 

weekend in the first reading we are 

presented the Ten Commandments.  It 

is perfect timing.  Listen to this reading 

very carefully.  Ask yourself have I 

done anything in my life that has 

caused me to break one of these com-

mandments?   

Unfortunately we live in a world that 

considers the Ten Commandments a 

burden.  Well, they do sometimes slow 

us down, but I would point out a cou-

ple blessings of the Commandments. 

First, the Commandments apply to 

each human being: young and old, rich 

and poor.  All of us know:  You shall 

not lie.  You shall not steal.  Honor 

your father and your mother. 

Second, the Commandments not only 

apply to all, they also liberate us.  Re-

member when God placed our first 

parents in a beautiful garden.  He for-

bid them one tree, but told them they 

could eat the fruit of all the others.  So 

the Commandments prohibit a few 

things, things we all know are wrong, 

but they permit everything else.  There 

is so much that we can enjoy in life 

without breaking any commandments:  

healthy friendships, delicious meals, 

lovely walks, wonderful music.  The list 

is endless!  A thousand things to be 

grateful for and enjoy, while only a few 

to avoid. 

Parish Corporal Works of Mercy 

update…this past weekend the gener-

ous people of our parish donated 2,112 

pounds of beverages to the Cheshire 

Community Food Pantry to give drink to 

the thirsty!  Thank you!   

This weekend we are collecting 

WHITE socks for men, women, and 

children to be donated to the Saint 

Vincent DePaul Shelter in Waterbury 

and onesies for the babies at Carolyn’s 

Place to help clothe the naked. 

Next weekend we will be placing white 

baskets next to the red ones on the 

communion rail.  Please put donations 

for the Saint Vincent DePaul Shelter in 

Waterbury in the white baskets as we 

strive to do our part to help shelter the 

homeless.  Thank you for all you do to 

make a difference in the lives of those 

less fortunate and for recognizing that 

in serving them we are serving the 

Lord. 

This weekend we also are kicking 

off the Archbishop’s Annual Appeal 

in our parish.  If you haven’t already, 

you will soon receive a letter from 

Archbishop Blair seeking your support.   

As Catholics in the Archdiocese of 

Hartford we have a profound impact 

on our local communities not only in 

the spiritual realm, but intimately con-

nected to it in the realm of social ser-

vices and visibly through the many 

charities and outreach services per-

formed by or with help from our 

Church.    

For the fifth year in a row in 2020, 

even amidst a pandemic, the Archbish-

op’s Annual Appeal Vicariate Outreach 

Program provided over $1,000,000 to 

over 200 local organizations in Hart-

ford, Litchfield and New Haven coun-

ties.  Organizations such as the Chesh-

ire Community Food Pantry right here 

in our own town received funding 

from the Appeal’s Vicariate Outreach 

Program; it truly makes a difference in 

serving our neighbors.   

All funds contributed to the Archbish-

op’s Annual Appeal are used exclusive-

ly for the purposes  outlined  in  the  

Appeal  literature,  which  can  be  

found at archdioceseofhartford.org/

appeal/.  Please respond generously if 

you are able. 

As always, please remember to pray 

for our parish family and ask God’s 

blessings as we build His kingdom 

here.  Please know that I am praying 

for you, and I ask for your prayers for 

me, that together through the interces-

sion of Saint Bridget of Sweden, our 

Patroness, and Blessed Father Michael 

J. McGivney, and united in the Eucha-

rist, we will reflect the presence of Je-

sus to the world.  
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SAINT BRIDGET OF SWEDEN PARISH—WHERE CHRIST IS OUR LIGHT 

�

Rectory�����������������������������������������������������������������������������203�272�3531�

Fax������������������������������������������������������������������������������������203�271�3356�

Email������������������������������������������������������rectory@stbridgetcheshire.org�

Bulle�n Submissions�������������������������������office@stbridgetcheshire.org�

Social Media���������������������������communica�ons@stbridgetcheshire.org�

Mailing Address����������������������������175 Main Street, Cheshire, CT 06410�

S�. B���	
� C�����

175 Main Street, Cheshire, CT�

S�. T����  B
�!
� C�����

435 North Brooksvale Road, Cheshire, CT�

The Reverend Jeffrey V. Romans, KCHS, Pastor�

The Reverend Anthony J. Federico, III, Parochial Vicar�

Pastoral Staff�

Mr. Paul Iadarola, Deacon, Senior Status�

Dr. Richard Wilber, Deacon�

Sister Patricia Cigrand, A.S.C.J., Pastoral Associate�

Mrs. Julia Atwood, Music Director�

Mrs. Donna Yatcko, Religious Education Director�

Mr. Regis O’Neill, Youth Minister�

Dr. Nancy Testa, Saint Bridget School Principal�

Parish Trustees�

Mr. Mark Izzo ● Mrs. Candace Nesbit�

Parish Staff�

Mrs. Madelyn Banti, Admin Assistant�

Mrs. Mary Beth Chamberlain, Admin Assistant�

Mr. Regis O’Neill, Admin Assistant for Communications�

Mr. Anthony Ginnetti, Sacristan�

Online 

Offertory ......................................... $9,463.92 

Give Online at 

stbridgetcheshire.weshareonline.org/�

Our collection for the 

week of February 28th 

Mailed-in/Dropped Off 

Offertory ........................................ $18,515.05 

Mail your offertory donation to 

175 Main St, Cheshire, CT 06410 

Weekend� Corporal Work of Mercy� Donation Item(s)�

This weekend�

March 6 & 7� Clothe the naked� new (WHITE) socks for the Saint Vincent�

� � DePaul Shelter in Waterbury or onesies for�

� � use at Carolyn’s Place�

Next weekend�

March 13 & 14� Shelter the Homeless� a monetary collection for the Saint Vincent �

� � DePaul Shelter in Waterbury�place your�

� � donation in the WHITE basket at Mass�

Thank you for your 

generosity! 

Next weekend, the special collection is for Catholic Relief Services.  

Place your donation in the RED basket at Mass.�
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Saturday, March 6th�

9:00 a.m. SBC� Joe O’Reilly� The Haensel Family�

4:00 p.m. SBC� Marla Perrotti � The Family�

5:15 p.m. SBC� James R. Barrante� His Wife�

Sunday, March 7th: Third Sunday of Lent�

7:00 a.m. SBC� Mary Rochford, Peggy Cook,� The Family�

� & Martha Bailey�

8:00 a.m. SBC� Evelyn & Leonard Ricci and � Family�

� John Pichnarcik�

9:00 a.m. SBC� Stanley Matyszewski� St. Bridget of Sweden�

� � Women’s Society�

10:30 a.m. SBC� Paul McAllister�5th� Susan & Paul�

� Anniversary� Cahill �

12:00 p.m. SBC� Rosalie Piller� Connie & Bruce �

� � Dabrowski� �

Monday, March 8th 

7:00 a.m. SBC� Frances Meacham� Mary Catherine �

� � Meacham�

9:00 a.m. SBC� Jacquelyn & Michael� Elaine & Tom Tomasic�

� Tomasic�

Tuesday, March 9th�

7:00 a.m. SBC� The People of St. Bridget of Sweden Parish�

Wednesday, March 10th�

7:00 a.m. SBC� The Collins Family� Mary Jeddry�

9:00 a.m. SBC� John & Philomena Mongillo � Peter & Mary Mongillo�

Thursday, March 11th�

7:00 a.m. SBC� Louis Ricciuti� Patricia Olsen�

Friday, March 12th�

7:00 a.m. SBC� Louis A. Ricciuti� Joan & Tony Ginnetti�

9:00 a.m. SBC� School Mass�Richard � Sr. Anne D’Alessio &�

� Cigrand� Mount Community�

Saturday, March 13th�

9:00 a.m. SBC� Sean Devine� Sandra & Vin Fuoco�

4:00 p.m. SBC� Jeffrey Pearce � The Family�

5:15 p.m. SBC� The Deceased Members of � The Carriero Family�

� Carriero & Resasco Families�

Sunday, March 14th: Fourth Sunday of Lent�

7:00 a.m. SBC� George S. Nash�4th � Family�

� Anniversary�

8:00 a.m. SBC� Richard Rasmussen�4th � Mike & Nancy �

� Anniversary� Rasmussen�

9:00 a.m. SBC� Claudine Cullen and Dolores� Anthony & Debra�

� & Gene Ciarleglio� Federico�

10:30 a.m. SBC� Albert Prato�40th� Barbara & Richard�

� Anniversary� Prato�

12:00 p.m. SBC� Sean Devine� The Devine Family� �

The Tabernacle candle at 

St. Bridget Church  

shines this week for  

An Increase in Vocations to the  

Priesthood and Religious Life 

 

 

Tabernacle candle at 

St. Thomas Becket Church  

shines this week for 

All Souls in Purgatory 

Drive�thru CONFESSIONS available 

every Saturday at 3:00pm un�l 

heard and on Tuesdays during Lent 

from 5�6pm.  Drive up to the St. 

Bridget School entrance and a 

priest will come out to hear your 

confession.�

The television Mass is simulcast�

everyday at 10:00 a.m. on WCCT�TV 

WB20 and WCTX�TV MyTV9.� It�can 

also be seen Saturday and Sunday at 

5:00 a.m. on WCCT�TV.�

It can also be viewed online at�

h0ps://www.ortv.org/streaming/

streaming.htm �

We have live in�person Eucharis	c 

Adora	on on Friday, March 12th 

from 1:00 to 2:00 pm in St. Bridget 

Church.�

�

Per State of Connec"cut guidelines, 

occupancy is limited to 200 persons.  

Appropriate masking and social dis-

tancing must be followed.  Use the 

link below to the Sign�up Genius to 

sign up to a*end. �

bit.ly/Signup�Adora"on�
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This week we are offering the following�

Masses in St. Bridget Church:�

�

��Monday�7am & 9am�

��Tuesday�7am�

��Wednesday�7am & 9am�

��Thursday�7am�

��Friday�7am & 9am�

��Saturday�9am, 4pm & 5:15pm�

��Sunday�7am, 8am, 9am, 10:30am, & 

12noon�

To attend Mass sign up at�

bit.ly/SBoSMassSign�Up�

NOTE: The dispensation from the Sunday obligation previous-

ly granted to all Catholics of the archdiocese by the Archbish-

op has been extended through Sunday, May 23, 2021. �

Those in high�risk categories are encouraged to continue stay-

ing home, even as others begin to return to Mass.  The deci-

sion to attend is yours.  Please use prudence and good judge-

ment in considering if you should attend a public Mass at this 

time.�

JOIN US FOR OUR ONLINE SERVICES!�

��Sunday, 3/7 at 10:30AM�Celebration of the 

Mass�

Monday, 3/8 at 10AM�Getting to Know our 

Holy Family�a brief talk about Blessed Clelia 

Merloni�

��Wednesday, 3/10 at 10AM�Lenten video 

series “Turning to Christ in the Desert” 

with Mike Montefusco�

��Friday, 3/12 at 10AM�Lenten video series 

“Turning to Christ in the Desert” with�

Sr. Patricia Cigrand�

��Friday, 3/12 at 1PM�one hour of Adoration�

��Friday, 3/12 at 7PM�Stations of the Cross�

��Sunday, 3/14 at 10:30AM�Celebration of 

the Mass�

Ready to attend services in person?  See be-

low for services and events you can attend in 

person, using appropriate masking, social dis-

tancing, & occupancy guidelines, of course! �

Not comfortable coming in person?  That’s 

OK!  We have plenty of online services for 

you!  See below for this week’s schedule 

and how to join virtually.�

Online Services can be viewed on the 

homepage of our website at 

www.stbridgetcheshire.org �

on YouTube h*ps://bit.ly/SBoSYTChannel�

or Facebook @stbridgetofswedenparish�

NOTE:  Appropriate masking, social distancing, and occu-

pancy guidelines must be followed at all services, meet-

ings & events.  �

Next Genera
on of Disciples high school youth group 

will meet this Sunday, March 7th, from 6:30�8:30pm in 

St. Bridget School Gym �

Rosary every Monday at 1:30pm in St. Bridget Church�

Adora
on every Friday 1�2pm in St. Bridget Church � 

sign up at bit.ly/Signup�Adoration �

Sta
ons of the Cross every Friday in Lent at 7pm in St. 

Bridget Church�sign up at bit.ly/SignUp�Stations�

Drive�thru CONFESSIONS available every Saturday at 

3:00pm un)l heard and on Tuesdays during Lent from�

5�6pm�
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For more informa�on to be�er understand the readings, go to bit.ly/3sIWufa�

Today is the Third Sunday of Lent�

The readings for today can be found at�

h0ps://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/030721�YearB.cfm�

In today’s Gospel we read about how Jesus overturned the tables of the merchants and the money-

changers in the Temple at Jerusalem. In order to understand the relevance of Jesus’ action, we must 

learn more about the activities that were going on in the temple area. Worship at the Temple in Jerusa-

lem included animal sacrifice, and merchants sold animals to worshipers. Moneychangers exchanged 

Roman coins, which bore the image of the Roman emperor, for the temple coins that were needed to pay 

the temple tax.�

Jesus’ action at the Temple in Jerusalem is recorded in all four Gospels and is often understood to be 

among the events that led to Jesus’ arrest and Crucifixion. The Gospel of John, however, places this 

event much earlier in Jesus’ public ministry than do the Synoptic Gospels. In John’s Gospel this event 

occurs at the very beginning of Jesus’ ministry, after his first miracle at the wedding feast at Cana.�

We must read the Gospel of John carefully, especially in its presentation of Jesus’ relationship to Juda-

ism. The Gospel of John tends to reflect greater tension and animosity between Jesus and the Jewish authorities than the Synoptic 

Gospels. The Gospel of John was the last of the four Gospels to be written, and its narrative reflects the growing divide between the 

Jewish community and the early Christian community. Thus, greater emphasis on the distinction between Christianity and Judaism is 

found in John’s Gospel.�

Reflecting upon the destruction of the Temple of Jerusalem (A.D. 70), John recalls Jesus’ cleansing of the Temple and uses that story 

to interpret this later event. John explains to his audience, an early Christian community, that temple worship would no longer be nec-

essary because it was surpassed in the passion, death, and Resurrection of Jesus. With greater frequency than the other Evangelists, 

John intersperses post�Resurrection reflections of this Christian community in his narrative.�

After clearing the Temple of the merchants and the moneychangers, John’s Gospel tells us that the people asked for a sign of Jesus’ 

authority to do such an audacious act. In response, Jesus predicted his death and Resurrection. Throughout John’s Gospel, the lan-

guage of signs is distinctive. Jesus’ miracles are called signs, and the people look to these signs for proof of his authority. Here we 

learn that the sign par excellence will be Jesus’ passion, death, and Resurrection.�

During Lent we reflect upon the meaning of this sign for us and for our world. We might take this opportunity to consider the quality of 

our prayer and worship. In our prayers we seek to deepen our relationship with the person of Christ. In our worship with the communi-

ty, we gather to experience anew the passion, death, and Resurrection of Jesus and its significance in our lives. Christ promises to be 

present with us when we gather for prayer.�

www.loyolapress.com�
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Apologetics 101:  Special Edition Flag Finale! 

This is the third and final installment of our flag series.  A young parishioner named Theresa accepted our challenge 

and designed a flag for our show! We present the flag she created along with a guide explaining all the symbols.  We 

are grateful to Theresa and so impressed by her crea�vity! �

Element in the Flag � Meaning �

Bust of the head of Jesus � Nod to the bust of Jesus that Victoria broke. The bust 

was also a recurring icon in the Apologe"cs 101 videos. �

Crown on Jesus � In heraldry, a crown signifies the status of its owner.  

Jesus is the King of the universe and the crown on His 

head tells us He is King. �

Body and Blood of Christ � One of the topics of Apologe"cs 101 and very important 

in the Catholic Faith. �

Bible � Referenced a lot in Apologe"cs 101. �

Bell of… � The Bell that was renamed every episode of Apologe"cs 

101 when the episodes were being filmed virtually (over 

Zoom). �

Omnis festum sanctus diem est meus ventus festum�

santus diem �

La"n for, “Every feast day is my favorite feast day.” This 

references when Victoria would say that it was her favor-

ite feast day every "me a feast day was discussed on 

Apologe"cs 101. This also references the number of 

feast days talked about in Apologe"cs 101. �

Blue background � In heraldry, blue is linked to piety and sincerity. The blue 

chosen also references the blue in the "tle page of Apol-

oge"cs 101 (when the theme song plays). �

Saint Theresa � One of the Saints talked about on Apologe"cs 101, one 

of Victoria’s favorite saints, and the patron saint of this 

flag’s designer. �

Filmstrip � Symbolizes Regis’ love of movies. �

Banner with Yankees symbol � Symbolizes Father Federico’s love of the Yankees and the 

Yankee symbol on his water bo*le. �
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Youth Ministry 

Regis O’Neill, Youth Minister 

roneill@stbridgetcheshire.org�

203�233�848�

Saint of the Week 

Saint Dominic Savio �

Feast Day: March 10

th

 �

Bio: St. Dominic Savio was born to peasants in Riva, Italy. When he 

was just 12 years old, he became a student of St. John Bosco at 

the oratory in Turin. Dominic even founded a group called the 

Company of the Immaculate Conception within the students that 

helped John Bosco with the younger students and various manual 

labor projects. Dominic spent many hours in prayer during his 

short life, and was quoted as saying, “I can’t do big things. But I 

want all I do, even the smallest thing, to be for the greater glory of 

God.” He was a sickly boy, and was sent home to recuperate due 

to some lung issues. Sadly, Dominic died shortly thereafter at the 

young age of 14 after receiving the Last Sacraments. St. John 

Bosco himself wrote the account of 

Dominic’s life. St. Dominic Savio, pray for 

us! 

Patron Saint of Choirboys and Juvenile 

Delinquents  

Upcoming Events 

What are you doing this Sunday night? Could you use a break? 

Come hang out with the Next Generation of Disciples! We have 

snacks, games, and a welcoming community. Come drop by this 

Sunday from 6:30-8:30pm in the St. Bridget School Gym; you 

won’t regret it! All high schoolers are welcome to join us. �

Verse of the Week 

Matthew 23:13 �

“Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! 

You shut the door of the kingdom of heaven in people’s faces. You 

yourselves do not enter, nor will you let those enter who are trying 

to.” 

St. Bridget of Sweden Women’s Society is awarding 

two $1,500.00 scholarships.  Applicants must be pa-

rishioners of St. Bridget of Sweden Parish who are 

graduating from high school and are about to continue 

their education at institutions of higher learning.�

The award is based on St. Bridget of Sweden Parish 

community service, a life that exemplifies Christian 

values, and an acceptable academic record.  Applica-

tion forms are available beginning February 4, 2021 on 

the website at www.stbridgetcheshire.org/events, at 

the Cheshire High School Guidance Office or email 

Joan at jroczynski@yahoo.com.�

Students must submit the completed application to the 

CHS guidance office or St Bridget of Sweden Parish 

Office by March 12, 2021.�

Every Friday in Lent�

7:00pm�

St. Bridget Church�

Registration is required�

Signup at 

www.stbridgetcheshire.org�

ADULT CONFIRMATION�

If you are a Catholic adult over the age of 18, have 

been baptized and have received your First Holy 

Communion in the Catholic Church and are inter-

ested in completing your Sacraments of Initiation, 

by celebrating the Sacrament of Confirmation, 

please contact Donna Yatcko in the Religious Edu-

cation Office at 203�272�6504.� �

Classes will be conducted via Zoom and will take 

place on Tuesday evenings from 6:45�8:00 

PM.� Classes will begin on March 16

th

 and will run 

for six weeks. �

St. Bridget of Sweden Men’s Club is awarding one 

$1,000.00 scholarship, which will be paid directly to the 

student.  Applicants must be a graduating senior and a 

parishioner of St. Bridget of Sweden Parish who will 

continue their education at a college or technical 

school.�

The award is based on church and community service, 

a life that exemplifies Christian values, and an ac-

ceptable academic record.  Applications are available 

in the Cheshire High Guidance Office, in the Church 

Office at St. Bridget of Sweden Parish, and on the 

website at www.stbridgetcheshire.org/events,�

Students must submit the completed application to the 

CHS guidance office or St Bridget of Sweden Parish 

Office by noon on March 12, 2021.�

Daylight Savings Time 

begins next Sunday, 

March 14th�
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St. Bridget School 

Update �

Principal: Dr. Nancy Testa�

Director of Campus Ministry: Mrs. Judy Rowinski�

Nature My Beautiful Friend�

�

Nature is beautiful, what a sight to be seen �

If you don't agree you must not be keen �

�

There are ducktails in the air �

Like they just don’t care �

�

Bubbles and ducktails we used to say �

Remind me of my childhood days �

�

The waviness of the branches �

The reflection catches �

�

Winter will end in no time at all �

Flowers and trees will awake from the fall. �

SBS Gazette �Edition # 4�

A Poem by Parker Jurries�

Classes are filling up! As we have continued to offer our in�person instruction all year, many families are very interested 

in how we have continued to maintain such a safe learning environment. Last week, a prospective future parent, a physi-

cian, visited SBS for her 4�year�old son and commented that she had “visited three other schools, and not one of them 

had the COVID�19 precautions and safety measures that we have in place.” We encourage you to visit to see how well 

our school has done during this very different year. �

Visit our website for our Virtual Open House or call us to set up your in�person tour. �

Student Sound�OFF!�

The Connec"cut Lions honored 8

th

 grade student, Chloe 

Rutaya, with the State Peace Poster Prize. �

Chloe won at the town and district levels and went on to 

win the state as well! Shown with her is 23�A District Gov-

ernor Alan Sturtz of North Haven. �

Congrats to Chloe and to St. Bridget School for once again 

having a winning entry in the annual Peace Poster Prize 

contest! �

We are now accepting�

2021�2022 Applications for�

Grades PK�3 through Grade 8�
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Grade 1, 2, 4, 5 and 6�

Virtual Family Meetings �

Sunday, March 7th at 9 AM�

Monday, March 8th at 4 PM and 5:30 PM�

Tuesday, March 9th at 4 PM�

�

First Communion Classes�

In Person Class�

Sunday, March 7th at 8:30 AM�

Virtual Class �

Sunday, March 21st at 8:30 AM�

�

�

Middle School 7

th

 and 8

th

 grades�

Virtual Class�

Sunday, March 7th at 10AM�

Sunday, April 11th at 10AM�

Confirmation Program �

9

th

 grade�

Virtual Class�

Sunday, March 7th at 5 PM�

Sunday, March 21st at 5 PM�

�

10

th

 grade�

In Person Class�

Sunday, March 7th at 5 PM�

Virtual Class �

Sunday, March 21st at 5 PM�

�

�

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd�

Virtual Class �

Tuesday, March 9th at 4PM�

Tuesday, March 23rd at 4PM�

Office of Religious Education � Donna Yatcko, DRE�

dyatcko@stbridgetschool.org               203.272.6504�

Monday � Friday  8:30 am to 1:30 pm�

Religious Education Schedule�

A S�e�i�	 I��ita�i���

Our Lord invites all the men of the parish to join him for an hour of renewal and revitalization as he speaks to us 

through the example of Saint Joseph during this special Holy Hour presented by the Knights of Columbus.�

Yes, presented by us, the parish Knights of Columbus, but the Stars of the Holy Hour 

will be St Joseph and Fr. Federico, the former in spirit, the latter in person.�

The Holy Hour is this Tuesday the 9th at Six O'clock in St Bridget Church, and is 

open to all adult male parishioners. We hope the men of the Parish prayerfully con-

sider attending in the Spirit of St. Joseph as we all hope for a spiritual uplift from the 

Hour and Fr. Federico's presentation. �

After the Holy Hour, we and Fr. Federico will adjourn to the Parish Center for our Council's March meeting to which 

all are invited. You may be surprised to find you may already know several of us, and by way of introduction the fol-

lowing Knights may be available that evening:�

Jason "Fleece" Molitierno�

Bob "Deputy Dog" Shemo  �  "Bustleing Bruce" Humiston�

"Reliable Rick" Renehan  �  Mike "La Pen" Wysoczanski �

"Dandy Dave" DeLancy  �  Mike "Pencil Point" Mongelluzzo�

"Hark the Harold" Metz  �  Bob "The Bopper" Roczynski�

and Charles "Say What?" Farley�

There may even be an interesting Knight or two to spice things up! So, please make arrangements to attend, especially 

for the experience of what St. Joseph has represented to Catholic men through the centuries and especially in these 

most trying times.�

Grand Knight, Jason Molitierno �jason_molitierno@yahoo.com�

Cheshire K of C KNIGHTS KORNER 

by Harold Metz, Council Trustee�



12�

�

Ask Father 

Dear Father:  A parishioner sent in a lengthy 

statement which alleges that the coronavirus 

pandemic, Pope Francis and the world’s ruling 

elites are all indicators of the end of the 

world .�

Dear friend in Christ, �

I don’t dismiss what you said.  Every serious 

Catholic should be concerned by what’s hap-

pening in our society.  Whether your claims are 

right or wrong, our response as Catholics is al-

ways the same: pray, do penance, offer sacri-

fice, make repara"ons, conquer ourselves 

through the grace of God and the sacraments 

of the Church.  �

Whatever your feelings are for Pope Francis, 

we need to pray for him.  This is especially true 

if we disagree with him.  �

Do not be afraid, friend.  The Lord Jesus is the 

sovereign king of the universe.  Everything that 

happens is either caused or permi*ed by his 

will and will be put to use to advance his glory.  

All things will be revealed.  Do not be disturbed 

by the powers of the world.  They will all fade.  

Jesus Christ is Lord!�

I was raised Catholic and a*ended Catholic 

schools even through to my graduate de-

gree.  I always loved the rituals and tradi-

"ons of our faith, as well as what the Church 

as an ins"tu"on stands for regarding its 

quest for jus"ce for the marginalized of soci-

ety.  I love that our faith provides a moral 

“road map” for life, and that the GiJs of the 

Holy Spirit lead us to lives of joy and hope.  I 

have given praise and thanks to God in the 

highest points in my life (wedding, birth of a 

child, etc.) and I have strongly felt the pres-

ence of the Holy Spirit during the lowest 

points of my life, such as during the death of 

a parent and during a complex surgery.  It 

was at these "mes that I gave my problems 

to God and asked for strength.  It was at 

these "mes that I literally felt carried by 

God.  The older you get, the more you real-

ize how valuable your faith is, and that it is 

meant to be shared and prac�ced by good 

works.  Covid�19 has been a reminder that 

li*le in this world is within our control.  Our 

loving God, however, has a plan for all of us!�

�Ellen Ciampi�

ATTENTION PLARNERS!!�

Our next Bedrolls for the Homeless Workshop 

is scheduled for Sunday, March 14th from 1:00 

� 3:00PM in St. Bridget of Sweden Parish 

Center.  Br ing your  project, plarn, plastic 

bags, curiosity or just yourselves. Any questions 

can be directed to Leah Judge (203�271�0761) 

or Nancy Humiston (203�272�6278).�

Help Stop State Sponsored Suicide�

The Connecticut General Assembly is considering legalizing a 

form of suicide in our state commonly referred to as "aid�in�

dying" or "physician�assisted suicide." The legislation is 

House Bill 6425 "An Act Concerning Aid in Dying for Termi-

nally Ill Patients."� ��

Modern hospice care and the proper use of pain medications 

render suicide unnecessary, and we need to be mindful of the 

threat that a suicide mentality poses to vulnerable�people and 

to people with disabilities.�

Many people believe that a physician is deeply involved in this 

process. This not true. The physician orders the mixture of 

medications, the patient must then orally consume the deadly 

cocktail of drugs without assistance. Many times without even 

a physician or nurse present.�

We should never allow legislators to establish suicide as a 

solution to medical issues.  �

Catholic teaching condemns physician�assisted suicide be-

cause it, like murder, involves taking an innocent human life:�

Suicide is always as morally objec�onable as murder. 

The Church's tradi�on has always rejected it as a grave-

ly evil choice: To concur with the inten�on of another 

person to commit suicide and to help in carrying it out 

through so�called "assisted suicide" means to cooperate 

in, and at �mes to be the actual perpetrator of, an in-

jus�ce which can never be excused, even if it is request-

ed. Saint Augus�ne writes that "it is never licit to kill 

another: even if he should wish it.” �True "compassion" 

leads to sharing another's pain; it does not kill the per-

son whose suffering we cannot bear.��(John Paul II, The 

Gospel of Life, no. 66).�

TAKE ACTION:�

Go to the website below, read more on the issue and then 

sign the petition to stop the legalization of assisted suicide in 

Connecticut: www.ctstopsuicide.org�
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If you have a name to place on our U.S. Military prayer list, please contact Mary Beth in the Rectory at 203�272�3531 or �

office@stbridgetcheshire.org with the names of family & friends who are on active duty.  Please provide name and branch of 

service.  In this way, our whole parish community can help bring them home safely by our prayers.�

Our U.S. Military Prayer List�

203�699�9226�

175 Sandbank Road, Cheshire, CT�

Thank you for your continued generosity with donations to�

the Cheshire Community Food Pantry.  We gratefully accept�

any donations, but this week we have a particular need for:  �

� �tuna� � �canned beets, spinach & carrots�

� �frosting�� �cat food� �toothbrushes�

� �paper towels� �toilet paper� �cleaning supplies�

Please note that the Food Pantry:�

�� Cannot accept expired or opened items�

�� Cannot use large industrial canned goods�

�� Can accept perishable goods only during Pantry hours�

�� Hours are M�W�F 9:00am�12:15pm; T�Th 3:00pm�6:15pm�

�� Monetary donations should be sent to:  Cheshire Community 

Food Pantry, P.O. Box 457, Cheshire, CT  06410.  �

�

Thank you for your continued support of the Cheshire�

Community Food Pantry and for helping�

our fellow neighbors!�

Captain Cassandra Andrea� USAF�

Captain J. Michael Andrea �USAF�

SRA Garrett Barboza, USAF�

Major David B. Beale, US Army�

Specialist Alan Bell, US Army�

Petty Officer 2nd Class Michael Betts, US Navy�

Lieutenant Kevin Briskin, US Army�

ENS Michelle Browning, US Navy�

Sergeant Brian Caouette �

Captain Leslie Ann Capuano, USMC�

Lieutenant Hollis Ann Capuano, US Navy�

Seaman Apprentice Robert Carrano, US Coast Guard�

Private Jack Cavanaugh, US Army�

Tech Sergeant Edward J. Clark, Jr, USAF�

Sergeant Aaron Desjardins, USAF�

Specialist John Fadus, US Army�

STS�1 Jake Ford, US Navy�

PFC Owen C. Fowler, USMC�

Lt. Colonel Mark Christopher Glenn, US Army�

Private Alyza Hernandez, USMC �

Petty Officer 2nd Class Martin Houston, US Navy�

Cdr. Thomas A. Ianucci, USN, Chaplain�

SRA Ryan Jones, USAF�

Petty Officer 2nd Class Neil P. Kenefick, US Navy�

Ryan Kiernan, US Navy�

AWO2 Kyle (DeVylder) Kohl, US Navy�

Lieutenant Jared Korn, US Coast Guard�

Sergeant Gregory J. Kowalski, USMC�

Airman First Class Benjamin M. LeClerc, USAF�

MA2 Tiana Lefebre, US Navy�

Petty Officer 2nd Class Brian McGrath, US Navy�

LTJG Derek Molkenbuhr, US Navy�

LT Marisa Molkenbuhr, US Navy�

LTJG Trevor Molkenbuhr, US Navy�

Senior Chief Petty Officer Pasquale Moreland, US Navy�

Corporal Ginamarie Mazzucco, USMC�

Lance Corporal Kathryn Mazzucco, USMC�

Airman First Class Anthony Nero, USAF�

Lt. Christopher Nguyen, US Army�

Specialist Eric Normand, US Army�

Captain Philip O’Neill, USAF�

Captain Denis L. O’Reilly, USMC�

Specialist Christopher Paier, US Army Natl. Guard�

PVT John Pastore, USMC�

Private Matthew Planinshek, USMC�

Sergeant Alexander Poling, US Army Natl. Guard�

LTJG Jake Patrick Reid, US Navy�

Private Quianna Rios, US Army�

Petty Officer First Class Matthew J. Sansone, US Navy�

Captain Ryan Satterfield, USMC�

Lt. Ellie Marie Senft, US Army�

Captain Jack David Senft, US Army�

SRA Myron Simpson, USAF�

Private 1st Class Kevin Stevens, US Army�

Captain Alexander James Topitzer, US Army �

Captain Matthew Neil Topitzer, US Army�

Captain Ryan Van Wie, US Army�

Private 1st Class Connor Valinsky, US Army�

Senior Airman Joe Villano USAF �

Corporal Bernard Vitti, Jr., USMC�

LCpl. Matthew Voelker, USMC�

Airman Mark Zajac, Jr., USAF�

Lenten Grab and Go Dinner!�

Friday, March 19th 5:00pm�7:00pm�

Sponsored by the�

Cheshire Knights of Columbus�

Celebrate St. Patrick’s and St. Joseph’s Day with a lasa-

gna dinner from Vespucci’s! All proceeds will go to the 

St. Bridget School Home & School Associa"on (HSA)  �

Meal includes:  Meatless lasagna from 

Vespucci’s, Salad, Bread and Dessert�

Meals are $10 in advance�

$12 at the door�

Advanced meal orders must be placed by March 14th.�

Please order by going to the following website 

www.cheshirekofc.org or scan the QR code.�

Pickup is on Friday, March 19th�

from 5:00 to 7:00 in the Parish Center.�

Free contactless delivery for those in quar-

an"ne or otherwise unable to drive.�

See details on the order website.�
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A Hilzinger 
Family Enterprise
203-250-1515

Fax 203-271-1865
243 Blacks Road • Cheshire

www.blacksroadselfstorage.com

NOLAN’S 
HAMDEN MONUMENT CO.
323 Washington Ave., Hamden 

(Opposite Knights of Columbus Hall)

203-288-8486 | 1-800-852-8865 
Fax 203-287-1593 

John R. Nolan  |  Michael F. Nolan

All the Assistance You Need to Stay at Home

• Companions, PCA’s & Live In’s
• Nursing & Therapy

• Home Modifications
• Respite Services.

(203) 773-1201 • (877) 302-2323 Statewide
www.keepmehome.com

“Hablamos 
Espanol”

State Wide Services

Contact Mary Hoffman to place an ad today! 
mhoffman@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6340

Need Care? We Care.

(203)238-1441     www.FranciscanHC.org

SERVICES INCLUDE:
Skilled Nursing • Hospice Care

Physical, Speech and Occupational Therapy
Medical Social Services 

Home Health Aide Services

Franciscan Home Care and Hospice Care

Your Local
INJURY 

LAWYERS
97 Main Street 

Cheshire, CT 06410
203-272-4844

The Catholic Cemeteries Association
of the Archdiocese of Hartford, Inc. 

Calvary Cemetery
Waterbury

203-754-9105

Mt Olivet Cemetery
Watertown

860-274-4641

St Francis Cemetery
Torrington

860-482-4670

Advanced Planning of your Cemetery needs is a loving gift that relieves 
your family of a difficult decision in the midst of their grief. Whether a 

Traditional Grave, Mausoleum, or Cremation, let our caring team of
Family Service Advisors help you choose your cemetery needs.

www.ccacem.org

For your convenience we now sell Granite Flush Markers
and Monuments at all our locations!

CIPULLY 
Tree Service LLC



 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com St. Bridget of Sweden, Cheshire, CT 03-1066

 203-271-0222
1157 Highland Avenue • Suite 105 • Cheshire

www.hoynesfinancial.com • Rob Hoynes, ChFC® 
Securities offered through LPL Financial. Member FINRA/SIPC

We hope you’ll join us this summer
Ages 3-15 • Open House April 26th 1-4pm

43 Candee Rd., Prospect, CT 06712
holidayhilldaycamp.com

 Full Service Garden Center & Florist
 Open Year Round 
 203-272-3228

Indoor Plants • Gift Items • Landscape Plants • Trees • Tropicals
www.CheshireNursery.com • 1317 South Main St., Cheshire

WASTE SYSTEMS
REFUSE & RECYCLING SERVICES

203-272-1992
WWW.AJWASTESYSTEMS.COM

THIS SPACE IS

Karen Brimberg
Realtor®

203-640-4401
karen.brimberg@raveis.com

 Alexander Alexander
  && Grenon Grenon
 chiropractic chiropractic
 c e n t e r , p.c. c e n t e r , p.c.

Dr. Jim Grenon • Dr. Dan Ruddy
203-272-4513 

420 South Main Street • Cheshire
www.CheshireChiropractor.com

Six Point Wealth Advisors 
A private wealth advisory 
practice of Ameriprise 
Financial Services, Inc.

860.426.9950 
100 Queen St. 
Southington, CT 06489 
sixpointwealthadvisors.com

Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc. 
Member FINRA and SIPC.

Providing Non-Medical In-Home Care 
Light Housekeeping, Cooking, Errands,

Hands On Care, 24 Hour Care
203-630-2881 • www.evertherecare.org

Keeping the Cheshire area 
warm for over 128 years.

203-248-2111
www.easternfuel.com

3552 Whitney Avenue
Hamden, CT 06518

2018128th

RN’s, LPN’s & Home Health Aides
Short/Long-Term Assignments • Specialty Services          

675 WEST JOHNSON AVE., CHESHIRE

203-250-1900 • allpointecare.com 

Care When  
& Where  

You Need It

 Animal Medical
 Care of CT, llc
 203-439-2597
 www.animalmedcare.com
490 Cornwall Ave. Ste. 5, Cheshire, CT

Dr’s Kristine Matz • Marjorie O’Neill
Luke Martin

Contact Mary Hoffman to place an ad today! 
mhoffman@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6340

TM

New 
   Insight 

FAMILY EYECARE

Dr. Fabian C. Villacis   
& Associates

OPTOMETRISTS

Same Place As Always,  
Same Loving Care

203-758-4447
67 Waterbury Road, Prospect, CT  

www.newinsighteyecare.com

WALLINGFORD FUNERAL HOME
809 North Main St. Ext. (203) 269 7777

YALESVILLE FUNERAL HOME
386 Main St. • (203) 269 2222
www.wallingfordfh.com

DIRECTORS: 
= David T. Warren  •  = Peter A. Wasilewski  

 David Warren MacDonald C.F.S.P.   
Paul Skora C.C.S.P.  •  Jerome S. Tilton
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ACHIQ DESIGNS
Fine Jewelry • Repair 

Watch Batteries
1081 SOUTH MAIN STREET, CHESHIRE

203-250-9979 • ACHIQDESIGNS.COM

Your Neighborhood Automotive Shop

203-272-5518
AutoRepairCheshire.com

1451 HIGHLAND AVENUE • CHESHIRE

Lube, Oil & Filter
 $2195

must present coupon at drop off

(For most cars)
(Synthetic oil  
additional charge)

Brake Service
$50 OFF $20 OFF

must present coupon at drop off
4 Wheel Service 2 Wheel Service

G.C. ELECTRIC INC.
Commercial • Industrial • Residential

24 Hour Emergency Service
George Casner & Son

203-272-9521
Family owned and operated for 30 years.

Robert & George Casner
135 Commerce Court, Cheshire

THE LAW OFFICES OF JOSEPH E. BOWMAN
(203) 272-5291 • 315 Highland Avenue • Cheshire

jbowman@jbowmanlaw.com • www.cheshireattorney.com

McCormack Insurance Agency, Inc.
John McCormack 
PARISHIONER
ph: 203-720-0100 
fax: 203-723-7665
22 PARK PLACE, NAUGATUCK, CT 06770

www.mccormackinsurance.com

The Sally Bowman Group
Sally Bowman Broker Associate

220 Old Towne Road
Cheshire CT 06410
203-272-2828 Office
203-687-8026 Cell
Email: sallybowman@bhhsne.com
thesallybowmangroup.bhhsneproperties.com

John J. Palmeri, CPA, LLM
Attorney at Law

www.palmerilaw.com
203-699-9132

john@palmerilaw.com

Gerry Rock
REALTOR
203-640-4849 cell
gerry.rock@cbmoves.com 
Parishioner

Proud to Serve St Bridget of Sweden Parish
96 Railroad Avenue, Cheshire

203-272-2237
www.countrylumber.com

CUSTOM HOMES
Additions • Commercial
Kitchens • Baths

203-272-4323
986 South Main Street 

Cheshire, CT 06410
www.ricciconstructiongroup.com

Ricci
Construction 

Group, Inc.

KITCHENS AND BATHS
by 

A Matter of Style
203-272-1337

986 South Main Street • Cheshire CT 06410
www.amskitchens.com         @amskitchens

cheshire
dental 
associates

Complete Family Dental Care
Cosmetic, Restorative & Implant Dentistry

Prompt Emergency Service
Jeffrey J. Bisson, D.M.D. • Dane B. Fletcher, D.M.D.

482 South Main Street, Cheshire

203-272-2729

Providing: Elderly Care, Hourly,  
Companion, Live-in Caregivers, Weekends

We are taking long-term life ins  
and state cases

Reg. # HCA0000732 
240 Myrtle Street, Shelton, CT 06484Ewa Grzymala

Little Angels Home Care Little Angels Home Care LLCLLC

203-278-1436 • www.littleangels-homecare.com
E: littleangelshomecare48@yahoo.com

Macas Home Care LLC
Individualized Home Care Services

Day, Hourly or Live-in Support

Diabetes Prevention Program
Classes Online, In-person 

& Through Distance Learning

 866-806-2227 info@macashomecare.com

www.macashomecare.com

Celebrity Shuttle
Transportation with Homecare

Download our App! On Android & iOS

Convenient 24/7 Shuttle Services • Home Care
Senior Transportation to Church, Pharmacy, Errands
Pet Transportation & Homecare
PCA/HHA/CNA/24-Hour Live-In Service
www.celebrityshuttle.com HCA.0001670
Free Consultations 877-550-2353 • 203-440-9744

Pest Control 2000, LLC
Lic. #1714

860-628-8783
Southington, CT

pestcontroly2k@gmail.com
www.pestcontrol2000ct.com 

Mention the church bulletin 
to get 10% off your service


