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Dear Friends in Christ: 
Today is Good Shepherd Sunday, 
and World Day of Prayer for Voca-
tions!  The Gospel this Fourth Sunday 
of Easter always features a 
Gospel referring to Jesus as 
the Good Shepherd.  

We know all too well what 
a bad leader can do in any 
realm of life.  We have seen 
too many negative examples 
in all areas of our society.  
This Good Shepherd Sun-
day reminds us that true 
shepherds are like Jesus; they know 
those entrusted to their care and they 
lead them.  Think of how our lives 
would be that much better if our lead-
ers—spiritual, political, and business—
followed after the example of Jesus and 
rather than seeking their own self-
interests and worldly goods or acclama-
tions, they actually sought at every mo-
ment to be willing to lay down their life 
for their sheep!    

This Good Shepherd Sunday reminds 
us that no matter what, we always have 
Jesus, our Shepherd, watching out for 
us and saving us!  He is always willing 
to lay down his own life, his own 
wants, for the sake of his sheep!  We 
also see in the Gospel that there is a 
mutual bond of love and intimacy be-
tween the Shepherd and His sheep.  
Jesus says, “my own know me just as 
the Father knows me.”  And finally, we 
hear that there will be “only one flock, 
and one shepherd.”  The Good Shep-
herd has the ultimate goal that the 
whole world will be united together 
with its God and Lord. 

So as we gather together on this Sun-
day let each of us ask for the grace to 
be good shepherds in the areas of our 
lives where we have responsibility for 

others.  And let us pray for an increase 
in vocations to the priesthood!  We 
must beg the Good Shepherd to send 
more shepherds into our church who 
will model their own lives on His.   

We know that at the present time there 
is a critical shortage of such leaders, at 

least in the traditional 
sense – priests and reli-
gious.  But, while we may 
earnestly pray that our 
Church be supplied with 
the leaders it needs, there 
can be a tendency among 
us to pray that OTHERS 
may answer that call.  We 
do not see ourselves as 
included.  We may pray 

earnestly for more young people to 
offer themselves as priests and religious 
but clearly exclude our own children. 

Congratulations to those in our par-
ish family who this weekend in 
FOUR Masses will be receiving the 
Sacrament of Confirmation!  Given 
the pandemic it is an honor for me, 
as their Pastor, to be able to confirm 
each of them!  We pray for our over 
100 high school students who will 
complete the Sacraments of Initiation 
this weekend.  Receiving Confirmation 
initiates them into the fullness of the 
faith, meaning they are now empow-
ered to live out their faith in Jesus 
Christ in a very real and visible way.  
Each and every one of us has been giv-
en the strength of this gift of the Spirit 
by Holy Baptism, as I wrote last week, 
which is strengthened in the Sacrament 
of Confirmation when we confess our 
belief in Christ and our willingness to 
join in the mission of the Apostles.  
Our young people 
have been prepared 
for this moment 
through our Con-
firmation Program, 
through the witness 
of the faith they see 

in their parents, grandparents, cate-
chists, and friends; and through various 
service hours in the parish and commu-
nity in fulfillment of the call of Jesus 
“to love one another as I have loved 
you.”   

This weekend also ends National 
Volunteer Week.  Did you know 
that?  It provides us the opportunity to 
recognize the impact volunteer service 
offers to build up our community in so 
many varied ways.  It got me thinking 
of the significant amount of effort that 
is accomplished day-by-day in our par-
ish thanks to our countless volunteers!  
I thank the volunteers of our parish 
family who in many and varied ways 
give of their time, talent, voice, and 
support to further the mission of our 
parish!   

But are they really volunteers?  Or are 
they ministers?  We serve those in 
need, we reach out in various ways, we 
share our social teachings by putting 
our faith in action, and we serve one 
another in a variety of ways.  Our vol-
unteers, or better, our ministers, apply 
the gospel and church teachings in 
their own families, at work, and in our 
parish and community!   

Getting involved in the ministries of 
our parish as we begin to emerge from 
this pandemic is a great and unique way 
to live out the Gospel call to love one 
another as I have loved you!.  I do not 
know a Pastor around who would say 
they have enough volunteers to do all 
that their parish can do to make a dif-
ference in the lives of others.  We can 
always use more parishioners willing to 
give of their time and talent in service 
to our parish and community. 

If you see a gift in someone encour-
age them to share it!  I remember 
when I was young, a freshman in 
high school, a religious sister who ran 
the religious education program in my 
home parish encouraged me to think 
about teaching religious education to 
younger people.  I did not see myself as 
a teacher, nor did I think I knew the  
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faith well-enough to help others learn 
the faith, but she said, “give it a try I 
think you will be great at it.”  She later 
told me that she saw something in me 
that I didn’t see in myself.  I remember 
being scared to death, being in front of 
a classroom of young people (only a 
few years younger than myself), and 
wondering how I could do what was 
being asked of me.  But I studied the 
lessons ahead of time, and did the best 
that I could do.  This is where being 
actively involved in church life and 
ministry really began for me.  All be-
cause Sister saw something in me.  So 
if you see something in someone in 
your family or in our parish family, 
encourage them to put their gifts to 
work for the furthering of the Gospel. 

A CHALLENGE…No matter which 
side of the volunteer fence we are on—
whether on the inside and already vol-

unteering in some way, or on the out-
side looking in, I think it would benefit 
us all, and especially the parish family, 
if each of us gave some prayerful con-
sideration of our role at the parish.  So 
my challenge is this:  take it to prayer 
and ask God to show you where He is 
asking you to share your gifts and tal-
ents to further the mission of the 
Church and our parish family.  If 
you’re already involved, perhaps you 
can obtain the grace through prayer to 
more quickly welcome and meaningful-
ly involve newcomers in our ministries.  

CEMETERY RULES AND REGU-
LATIONS!  As announced here and 
in the Cheshire Herald back in 
March, we have updated the Rules 
and Regulations for St. Bridget 
Cemetery. 
These are available on our website 
www.stbridgetcheshire.org, or in 

brochure format at the cemetery.  
Over the next few weeks I will share 
some examples of Do’s and Don’ts 
according to the new rules and regula-
tions (see insert below). 

As always, remember to pray for our 
parish family and ask God’s blessings 
upon us all in this time of pandemic.  
With the gracious intercession of Saint 
Bridget of Sweden, our Patroness, and 
Blessed Michael McGivney, and united 
in the Eucharist, may we be united 
with one another in prayer and reflect 
the presence of Jesus to the world!  
Please pray for me and know that I am 
praying for you!  Continued prayers for 
you all to know and experience the joy, 
the peace, and the hope of the Risen 
Christ!  A Blessed Easter Season to you 
and your family!  

Prohibited Items – Grave 
Blankets, concrete products, 
metal urns, and ar!cles such 

as glass jars, plas!c items, 
balloons, chimes, pumpkins, 

figurines, paving stones, 
Christmas Trees and small 

memorabilia items.  

Winter Decora!ons - are permi#ed 
during the period November 20th to 
April 15th. Decora!ons may consist 

of wreaths, ar!ficial flowers or 
boughs of evergreens placed in a 

flower box, or Monument Logs. No 
decora!on can exceed 14 inches in 

length, width, or height.  
Decora!ons are limited to 

one per grave. 

Upright Monuments: 
Flag holders are acceptable 
and must be placed as close 

to the stone as possible. 

Flush Markers: 
Flag holders are acceptable 
and must be placed as close 

to the stone as possible. 

Side decora!ons such 
as banner flags are not 

permi#ed. 

Natural Cut Flowers per-
mi#ed when placed in vases. 
(This is a po#ed plant and not 

allowed on flush markers.)  
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SAINT BRIDGET OF SWEDEN PARISH—WHERE CHRIST IS OUR LIGHT 
 

Rectory ...........................................................................203-272-3531 
Fax ..................................................................................203-271-3356 
Email .................................................... rectory@stbridgetcheshire.org 
Bulle!n Submissions ............................. office@stbridgetcheshire.org 
Social Media ......................... communica!ons@stbridgetcheshire.org 
Mailing Address .......................... 175 Main Street, Cheshire, CT 06410 

S . B"#$%&  C'(")' 
175 Main Street, Cheshire, CT 

S . T'*+-/ B&)0&  C'(")' 
435 North Brooksvale Road, Cheshire, CT

The Reverend Jeffrey V. Romans, KCHS, Pastor 
The Reverend Anthony J. Federico, III, Parochial Vicar 

Pastoral Staff 
Mr. Paul Iadarola, Deacon, Senior Status 

Dr. Richard Wilber, Deacon 
Sister Patricia Cigrand, A.S.C.J., Pastoral Associate 

Mrs. Julia Atwood, Music Director 
Mrs. Donna Yatcko, Religious Education Director 

Mr. Regis O’Neill, Youth Minister 
Dr. Nancy Testa, Saint Bridget School Principal 

Parish Trustees 
Mr. Mark Izzo ● Mrs. Candace Nesbit 

Parish Staff 
Mrs. Madelyn Banti, Admin Assistant 

Mrs. Mary Beth Chamberlain, Admin Assistant 
Mr. Regis O’Neill, Admin Assistant for Communications 

Mr. Anthony Ginnetti, Sacristan 

Online 
Offertory ......................................... $5,926.33 

 

Give Online at 
stbridgetcheshire.weshareonline.org/ 

Mailed-in/Dropped Off 
Offertory ........................................ $12,587.25 

 

Mail your offertory donation to 
175 Main St, Cheshire, CT 06410 

Our collection for the 
week of April 18th 

Thank you for your 
generosity! 

Archbishop’s Annual Appeal 
The Archbishop’s Annual Appeal changes lives through 
service. In addition to assisting the underserved of our 
communities, your gift helps those discerning a vocation 
to the priesthood. Your gift to the Appeal is an invest-
ment in the future of our Church and our faith.  

Thank you to the parish families who have made a gift or pledge to the 
2021 Archbishop’s Annual Appeal. If you have not yet participated, please 
prayerfully consider a gift today. Please know that every dollar of your gift 
will have a positive impact in someone’s life.  

All funds contributed to the Archbishop’s Annual Appeal are used exclu-
sively for the purposes outlined in the Appeal literature, which can be 
found at https://archdioceseofhartford.org/appeal/. No Appeal funds are 
ever used for legal fees or settlements.  

Tickets for the Knights of Columbus 
Raffle are available for purchase in the 
rectory.  Ten cash prizes ranging from 
$200 to $5,000 will be awarded.  Draw-
ing will be held on Friday, April 30th at 
9pm.  Ticket holders need not be pre-
sent to win.  Ticket price is $10.00.  Pro-
ceeds to benefit the CT State Council 
Knights of Columbus.  Deadline to pur-
chase raffle !ckets is Tuesday, April 
27th.  Call the rectory at 203-272-3531 
to arrange purchase. 
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Saturday, April 24th 
9:00 a.m. SBC Zofia Wozniak Anna Wozniak 
4:00 p.m. SBC Nancy Agnes Craig  Her Best Friend 
5:15 p.m. SBC Dolly Maratea  Family 
Sunday, April 25th: Fourth Sunday of Easter 
7:00 a.m. SBC Martha Barchfeld  Rosalie & Bob 
  Fountain 
8:00 a.m. SBC Sylvia Murray St. Bridget of Sweden 
  Women’s Society 
9:00 a.m. SBC Kathleen Minore  The Romania Family 
10:30 a.m. SBC Patricia Welch Ward Her Family 
12:00 p.m. SBC John Douglas McCarthy The Family 
Monday, April 26th 
7:00 a.m. SBC John Larkin The Larkin Family 
9:00 a.m. SBC Daniel & Nancy Ginnetti The Family 
Tuesday, April 27th 
7:00 a.m. SBC The People of St. Bridget of Sweden Parish 
Wednesday, April 28th 
7:00 a.m. SBC Barbara Camerato Gary & Linda Rittel 
9:00 a.m. SBC Jack & Dorcas O’Connor  Peter & Mary Mongillo 
Thursday, April 29th: Saint Catherine of Siena, Virgin and Doctor of the 
Church 
7:00 a.m. SBC Mary Maloney Michelle Newman 
Friday, April 30th 
7:00 a.m. SBC James R. Barrante—Birthday His Wife 
 Remembrance 
9:00 a.m. SBC School Mass—Richard  Nancy Wilson 
 Cigrand 
Saturday, May 1st 
9:00 a.m. SBC Chris Hennelly The Family 
4:00 p.m. SBC Mary L. Szeglowski—1st  The Argiro Family 
 Anniversary 
5:15 p.m. SBC Doreen Festa  Cousin, Laura 
Sunday, May 2nd: Fifth Sunday of Easter 
7:00 a.m. SBC Ann Iovieno Piombino  Janet & Dwayne Beale 
8:00 a.m. SBC Theodore Zdonczyk—9th His Family 
 Anniversary 
9:00 a.m. SBC Ann Piombino  Michael & Elaine 
  Keller 
10:30 a.m. SBC Edward M. Daley His Family 
12:00 p.m. SBC Maria Ferrucci Tony & Carmelina 
  Mongillo 

The Tabernacle candle at 
St. Bridget Church  
shines this week for  

An Increase in Vocations 
to the Priesthood and Religious Life 

 

 

Tabernacle candle at 
St. Thomas Becket Church  

shines this week for 
Living and Deceased Members of 
Saint Bridget of Sweden Parish 

Inten ons for the Tabernacle candle are 
available.  To reserve the candle at either 
church for a living or deceased loved one, 

call the rectory at 203-272-3531.  
The Tabernacle candle offering is $25. 

Got questions about our 
Catholic faith? 

 

E-mail your question to 
office@stbridgetcheshire.org 

with the subject line “Ask Father” or 
mail it to “Rectory—Ask Father, 

175 Main St, Cheshire, CT 06410.” 
 

Questions will be answered in the 
order they are received.   
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NOTE:  Appropriate masking, social distancing, and occupancy guidelines must be followed at all services, 
meetings & events.   

The television Mass is simulcast 
everyday at 10:00 a.m. on WCCT-TV 

WB20 and WCTX-TV MyTV9.  It can also 
be seen Saturday and Sunday at 5:00 

a.m. on WCCT-TV. 
It can also be viewed online at 

h#ps://www.ortv.org/streaming/
streaming.htm  

NOTE: The dispensation from the Sunday obligation previously granted to all Catholics of the archdiocese by 
the Archbishop has been extended through Sunday, May 23, 2021.  Those in high-risk categories are encour-
aged to continue staying home, even as others begin to return to Mass.  The decision to attend is yours.  
Please use prudence and good judgement in considering if you should attend a public Mass at this time. 

Online Services can be viewed on the homepage of our website at www.stbridgetcheshire.org, 
on YouTube h#ps://bit.ly/SBoSYTChannel or Facebook @stbridgetofswedenparish 

Masses in St. Bridget Church this week: 
Monday, Wednesday & Friday—7am & 9am 

Tuesday & Thursday —7am 
Saturday—9am, 4pm & 5:15pm 

Sunday—7am, 8am, 9am, 10:30am, & 12noon 
To attend Mass, sign up at bit.ly/SBoSMassSign-Up 

Rosary every 
Monday at 

1:30pm 
in St. Bridget 

Church 

Drive-thru CONFESSIONS available every Saturday at 
3:00pm until heard.  Drive up to the St. Bridget School 

entrance and a priest will come out to hear your confession. 

Mass in Your Car! 
Tune in to FM 89.5 and listen to 10:30am Mass in your car in our 
parking lot!  An Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion will 

bring Communion outside at the appropriate !me in the Mass for 
you to leave your vehicle, receive Holy Communion, and return to 

your vehicle for the closing of Mass and final blessing. 

Adora!on every Friday, 1-2pm in St. Bridget 
Church—sign up at bit.ly/Signup-Adora!on 

Resurrection Moments Video Series 
Join us at 10AM every Wednesday and Friday 
during this Easter season for a look at where 
God was in our lives during the past year. 

Every Sunday our 
10:30am Mass is 

livestreamed. 
Join Us! 

Adora!on is livestreamed every Friday from 1-2pm  

Getting to Know Our 
Heavenly Family 

Every Monday at 10AM 
This week, learn about 

Saint Pius V 
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For more informa!on to be$er understand the readings, bit.ly/3n3CxxX 

Today is the Fourth Sunday of Easter 
The readings for today can be found at 

h#ps://bible.usccb.org/Bible/readings/042521.cfm 

The fourth Sunday of Easter is also called Good Shepherd Sunday. In each of the three lectionary cycles, 
our Gospel is taken from the 10th chapter of the Gospel of John. In Cycle B, we hear the middle verses of 
this chapter. Unless we consider this chapter in the greater context of John’s Gospel, we will miss the 
radical nature of the statement Jesus makes when he declares himself to be the Good Shepherd. 
This chapter of John’s Gospel follows Jesus’ healing of the man born blind and the rejection of this mira-
cle by the Jewish leaders who question Jesus’ authority to heal. Jesus responds to this challenge by call-
ing himself the Good Shepherd. He is criticizing the leadership of the Pharisees and the other Jewish 
leaders. The Pharisees and other Jewish leaders are so angry that they attempt to stone and arrest Jesus 
(see John 10:31,39). This controversy with the religious leaders continues until Jesus’ death. 
In the portion of the chapter that we hear proclaimed today, Jesus describes his relationship with his fol-
lowers as similar to the relationship between a good shepherd and his sheep. As a good shepherd will 
risk and lay down his life in order to protect his sheep, Jesus willingly sacrifices himself for the sake of his sheep. Jesus contrasts the 
actions of the good shepherd with the actions of the hired shepherd who abandons the sheep in the face of danger. In the verses fol-
lowing Jesus' teaching, we learn that the Pharisees and the other religious leaders understand that Jesus is referring to them when he 
describes the hired shepherds. 
The concern of a good shepherd for his sheep is part of the shepherd’s job. Jesus says, however, that the actions of the good shep-
herd are based upon the relationship that develops between the shepherd and the sheep. This is at the heart of the difference be-
tween the good shepherd and the hired shepherd. The good shepherd knows the sheep and therefore acts out of love. For the Good 
Shepherd, this is never simply part of a job; this love-in-action is integral to his identity. 
As with so much of John’s Gospel, one hears in this passage John’s particular focus on Christology. As the sheep are known by the 
Good Shepherd, the Father knows Jesus and Jesus knows the Father. There is an essential unity between the Father and the Son. 
The freedom with which Jesus acts when he lays down his life is rooted in the unity that he shares with his Father. 
In this context, Jesus also refers to others with whom he shares a relationship. By this reference, John probably understands the 
eventual inclusion of the Gentiles in the Christian community. Our modern ears hear this as a reference to Christian unity. The work of 
ecumenism is to restore unity among all Christians so that we form one flock under one shepherd, as God desires. 

www.loyolapress.com 

Who would have thought a conversation about ferrets would inspire me to more deeply think about my relationship with 
God? I most certainly did not.  I was a sophomore in high school.  Up until that point in my life I would not have consid-
ered myself searching for a deeper relationship with God.  I prayed a little, went to Mass, and went about the motions of 
being a young Catholic.   
That all changed my sophomore year when I met this girl.   She went to my sister’s high school and we really seemed 
to connect as friends.  One night I remember we are on FaceTime and she was telling me about all the pets she had at 
her house.  She told me specifically about one of her pet ferrets and how she did not really like that ferret, so she decid-
ed one day to try and kill it.  A little disturbed after hearing that, I said “why are you killing one of God’s creations?”  She 
looked at me and answered “Yeah, I don’t really believe in God.”  Stunned by that response, I ended the FaceTime call 
immediately. 
Hearing that from that girl made me critically think about my own religious beliefs and why I believe what I believe.  I 
had never met someone so open about not believing in God up until I met this girl.  The more and more we talked, the 
more I questioned her on her beliefs.  She challenged me on my own Catholic beliefs, and I had no answers for her.  
This made me start to doubt the existence of God.  I became discouraged in my faith, thinking all of my religion was 
one big lie. 
In sophomore year in my high school, our religion class is focused on Catholic Church history and the Sacraments.  
Midway through the year, our religion teacher left my high school and we got a brand new one.  Instead of transitioning 
from Church history to the Sacraments as all other sections and teachers were doing, this new teacher ventured 
through some of St. Thomas Aquinas’s theological proofs supporting the existence of God.  Learning about this cou-
pled with me praying and reading Scripture more helped reinvigorate my faith to something stronger than before.  As 
we ended the school year and we had our last Eucharistic Adoration session during religion class, I thanked God for 
challenging me to grow in my faith.  Even though I did not keep in touch with that girl after, I prayed for her that she 
finds God in a similar way to which I did.  This made me realize that God had been working through me all this time, 
and I was a witness to His existence and presence in my daily life.  The light from the sun shone in my school ’s chapel 
brighter than I have ever seen it before.  To this day, I look back at this moment that I witnessed God as one of the 
most pivotal moments in my faith journey. 

-D. J. Ciampi 
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St. Bridget School 
Update  

Principal: Dr. Nancy Testa 
Director of Campus Ministry: Mrs. Judy Rowinski 

Casertano’s Farms is a local business that 
helped Cheshire earn the name “Bedding-Plant 
Capital of Connecticut.”  To learn more, I inter-
viewed Mr. John Casertano, one of the owners 
of Casertano Greenhouses. They grow plants 
both outside and in greenhouses; the plants that 
go outside make it through winter by 
“hibernating”.  They have over 1 million square 
feet of outside gardens and around 475,000 
square feet of greenhouses.  
“Our most popular plants are Hostas (plantain 
lilies), Phlox subulata (May Pinks), and Salvia 
(Meadow Sage)…My personal favorites are 
Peonies. Peonies can live a long time, occasion-
ally more than 100 years!” says Mr. Casertano. 
Most of their plants are sold to big stores. 
Home Depot and Lowe’s are two of their big-
gest customers. They also sell plants to Big Y 
and Stop and Shop, as well as selling to many 
family-owned garden centers like Tower Farms 
and Dietrich’s Gardens here in Cheshire. 
Many different types of jobs are needed for a 
plant business, including propagators, growers, 
truck drivers, shipping managers, picking team 
members, salespeople, company accountants, 
inventory managers, and production team mem-
bers. 
Mr. Casertano is the third generation to run this 
farm. He is very proud of that fact and loves to 
work with plants. He says that it can be difficult 
working with family sometimes, and that some-
times they disagree, but it is a wonderful expe-
rience. 
It was a great opportunity to interview Mr. Ca-
sertano and, hopefully, next time you are at the 
store, pick up some Cheshire-grown Casertano 
brand flowers.  

SBS Gazette—Edition #6 
Something’s Growing in Cheshire! 

by Avery Fowler  

Classes are filling for 2021-22! 
We are accepting 2021-2022 Applications for 

Grades PK-3 through Grade 8. 
Visit our website for our Virtual Open House or call 

us to set up your in-person tour of our beautiful 
campus. All tours are one family at a time, offering 
you a safe way to visit and the privacy to ask what-

ever questions you may have.  

SBS is pleased to announce that we will have a Summer 
Camp for children entering PK-3 through Grade 3 from 

June 21st-August 6th. A different theme is planned for each 
week that will offer our campers a variety of outdoor fun-

filled ac!vi!es and learning experiences.  
In addi!on to our camp we will be offering two Theatre 

Workshops for students entering Grades 4 through 8 (the 
weeks of June 21st and June 28th) as well as two Math Fun 

Workshops (the weeks of July 12th and August 2nd).  
For Registra!on Forms and more informa!on, 

please contact Chris!na Cummings at 
ccummings@stbridgetschool.org.  
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Grade 1, 2, 4, 5 and 6 
Sunday, Monday & Tuesday classes have finished 

for the year.  Please complete the work, chapters 1 through 
21, in the textbooks with your children. 

 

First Communion Classes 
Virtual Class  

Last class—Sunday, April 25th at 8:30 AM 
 

Middle School 7th and 8th grades 
Classes are finished for the year. 

Please be sure your child completes the 
written assignments. 

Confirmation Program  
9th grade 

Virtual Class 
Last class—Sunday, April 25th at 5 PM 

 

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd 
Virtual Class  

Last session—Tuesday, May 4th at 4PM 

Come and journey with us. 

The process by which adults come into full communion 
with the Catholic Church is known as “The RCIA”, which is 
short for: The Rite of Chris!an Ini!a!on of Adults.  If you 
feel God is calling you to this conversion of heart, please 
join us on this journey to a closer rela!onship with God 
and His Church.  For more informa!on, or if you have a 
friend or family member who might benefit, please con-
tact: 

Deacon Wilber at Dcnrw.stbridget@gmail.com  or 
Donna Yatcko at dyatcko@stbridgetschool.org  

Office of Religious Education — Donna Yatcko, DRE 
dyatcko@stbridgetschool.org               203.272.6504 

Monday – Friday  8:30 am to 1:30 pm 
        Religious Education Schedule 

High Honors 
Ava Arcesi 

Elana Puszka 
Samantha Strell  
Abigail Weaver 

Charlene Weaver 

Honors 
Mary Kolodziej 

 

Mercy High School 
3rd Quarter Honor Roll 

High Honors 
Colby Ciampi 

Francesco De Vivo 
Braden Downey 
Jake Gesseck 
David Houle 

Perry Mackey 
Alvin Nellik 

Mario Pugliese 
Robert Quan 

Honors 
Michael Mahon 

Rory McCormack 
Peter Mercugliano 

John Strell 

Xavier High School 
3rd Quarter Honor Roll 

Name: ________________________________________  

Phone:  _______________________________________  

E-mail: _______________________________________  

Flowers: Quantity Cost 
New Guinea  
Impatiens  _________    x $20 =  ________  

Geranium  _________    x $20 =  ________  

Petunia  _________    x $20 =  ________  

Total Payment Due:  _____________  

Make check payable to: St. Bridget School HSA 

Just in time for Mother’s Day! 
St. Bridget School HSA Flower Sale

Flowering hanging baskets—New Guinea impatiens, geraniums, and 
petunias available.  Colors may vary. 

Cost: $20 each 

Order deadline: April 28th 
Flowers available for pickup in St. Bridget Parish Center 

on Friday, May 7th 12:30-2:30pm and Saturday, May 8th 12-2pm. 

Complete the form below and submit with payment to the school 
office or rectory by Wednesday, April 28th. 

Questions? Contact Mary Beth Chamberlain at 203-233-9181 
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Please pray for this couple as they  
prepare for the Sacrament of Marriage: 

II      Don Prete & Chloe Higley 

VIRTUS UPDATES NEEDED 
Virtual Training available 

The Office of Safe Environment has directed that any 
parishioner who submi#ed a background check be-
fore January 1, 2011 needs to submit a new back-
ground check in order to con!nue volunteering in the 
parish.   Please contact the Religious Educa!on 
Office, 203-272-6504, Dyatcko@stbridgetschool.org 
or PTodman@stbridgetschool.org,  so we can make 
arrangements for you to submit a new background 
check and receive the new Archdiocese of Har;ord 
Policy and Codes of Ministerial Behavior booklet and 
acknowledgement page. 

At the present !me the Virtus Training can be done 
online.  If you have not completed this training or are 
interested in a#ending a virtual training session, 
please contact Donna Yatcko. 

Major Revisions to Cheshire K of C 
Scholarship Program 

After our Council meeting last Tuesday evening, Grand 
Knight Jason Moitierno confirmed the Council vote dramati-
cally changing the details and requirements of our Scholar-
ship Award Program now in it's eleventh year. These revi-
sions are listed below: 
1. Awards: Students applying for  the High School schol-
arship have a chance to be awarded $750.00, up from 
$500.00, and the college level award is now $1500.00, up 
from $1000.00. 
2. Eligibility: 
2a Previously, applicants had to have been members of 
St. Bridget of Sweden Parish, but by council vote, we have 
opened it up to members of other parishes who attend (or 
have graduated from) St. Bridget School. 
2b In the past, applicants had to fur ther  their  education 
at a Catholic High School or College. This has been revised 
to include any tuition-based Trade or 
High School or College of the appli-
cant's choice. 
3. Additional Criteria:  In pr ior  
years, Scholarships were awarded 
based upon three criteria, a completed 
application, an essay not to exceed 250 
words on a topic of the council's choos-
ing and the recommendation of either the applicants Pastor, 
another Priest or a member of the Catholic Religious. A 
fourth requirement new this year is the submission of a Faith 
In Action Summary detailing the applicant's activity in his 
or her Parish, School or Community which displays a com-
mitment to his or her Catholic Christian Faith. We expect 
this new criteria will carry as much weight with the Award 
Judges as any of the previous three. 
All eligible students wishing to apply for one of the two 
awards can download an application at 

https://cheshirekofc.org/scholarships/ 
or obtain one by calling 203-271-1289 or 203-314-7519. 

Grand Knight, Jason Molitierno —
jason_molitierno@yahoo.com 

Cheshire K of C 
KNIGHTS 
KORNER 

by Harold Metz, Council Trustee 

BIRTHRIGHT NEEDS VOLUNTEERS! 

Birthright is an emergency pregnancy service offering 
free pregnancy tests, friendship counseling, and prac-
tical support.  Our guiding principle:  It is the RIGHT 
of every pregnant woman to give BIRTH and the 
RIGHT of every child to be BORN.  Birthright volun-
teers have served in Connecticut since 1972.  Thou-
sands of expectant mothers have received the help 
they need to bring their babies into the world!  There 
are 7 Birthright centers in our state.  Please call 1-800
-550-4900 for the Birthright nearest you.  Training is 
provided. Spanish speaking volunteers are especially 
needed.  Thank you. 
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Youth Ministry 

Regis O’Neill, Youth Minister roneill@stbridgetcheshire.org 
203-233-848 

Saint of the Week 
Saint Mark  
Feast Day: April 25th  
Bio: Most of what we know of Mark comes directly from the New Testament. When St. Peter escaped from prison, he was 
taken in by Mark’s mother. Mark accompanied Paul and Barnabas on their first missionary journey, 
but had a falling-out with Paul and returned to Jerusalem alone (they later reconciled). Mark is of 
course most famous for writing one of the four Gospels, a relatively short and frill-free account of the 
life of Christ. One of Mark’s sources was Peter himself! He is often considered the first bishop of 
Alexandria, Egypt, but his remains are believed to be housed in a basilica in Venice, Italy. Mark’s 
evangelical symbol is a winged lion, owing to his description of John the Baptist as “a voice of one 
crying out in the desert.” Saint Mark, pray for us!  

Upcoming Events 
1. All high schoolers and eighth graders are invited to join us for the 

next meeting of the Next Generation of Disciples high school youth 
group this Wednesday, April 28th from 6:30-8:30pm in the SBS gym. 
We look forward to welcoming the latest class of NGD members a 
couple of months early! 

2. We will be helping to clean up the New Saint Bridget Cemetery on 
Saturday, May 15th from 2-4pm. Join us in helping to make our cem-
etery as clean, peaceful, and reverent as it can be!  

Verse of the Week 
Psalm 4:8  
“In peace I will both lie down and sleep; for 
you alone, O Lord, make me dwell in safety.”  

Apologetics 101:  The Real Presence 

· Celebrity scien!st and noted atheist Richard Dawkins took to social media recently to mock the Catholic teach-
ing about the Eucharist.   

· While this is not surprising, perhaps most disheartening was that so many self-professed Catholics responded to 
him reassuring him that Catholics don’t really believe that the Eucharist is Jesus, but rather it’s merely a symbol 
of him. 

· This corroborates a recent Pew Study which found that almost 70 percent of Catholics do not believe in the Real 
Presence of Christ in the Eucharist. 

- This is truly devasta!ng news.  That means that seven out of 10 folks reading this right now do not be-
lieve in the Real Presence.   

· The Eucharist is not a symbol of Jesus.  Each consecrated Eucharis!c Host is Jesus.  This is the most fundamental 
truth of our faith.   

- The Church teaches that the bread and wine are transubstan!ated (their essen!al substance is changed 
while their external appearance remains the same) into the Real Presence, the Body, Blood, Soul and 
Divinity of the Son of God.   

* In other words, although they s!ll look like bread and wine, they are no longer bread and 
wine.  The Eucharist is Jesus Christ. 

· The way that we handle, hold, receive, and pray a<er receiving the Eucharist all reveal whether we truly believe 
if Jesus is present or not.   

- Do I receive the Eucharist reverently or casually? 
- Do I enter into intense prayer and thanksgiving a#er receiving, or do I absentmindedly people-watch oth-

er folks going to communion? 
- Do I use the phrase “the bread and the wine” to refer to the Eucharist? 
- Am I careful not let any crumb of the Eucharist fall to the ground? 
- Do I genuflect when I come into church to acknowledge Jesus is truly present in the Tabernacle? 
- Is all my a&en on, effort, energy, will and being focused on the fact that I am holding the God of the Uni-

verse in my hand? 
“This is my body….” – Luke 22:19 “Father, forgive them for they know not what they do.” Luke 23:34 
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Ask Father 
Dear Father: Why do we genuflect on the right 
knee? 
Dear friend in Christ,  
Very !mely ques!on! It connects perfectly with 
our Apologe!cs column for this week. 
There are a few reasons why we genuflect on 
the right knee.  In the ancient and medieval pe-
riods, one honored earthly kings and queens 
with a genuflec!on on the le< knee while the 
right knee was reserved for the divine.  Another 
reason is that Jesus sits at the right hand of the 
Father in heaven.   
Whether you genuflect or perhaps are only able 
to offer a bow or even a reverent nod toward 
the tabernacle, what ma#ers most is that you 
greet Jesus who is truly present in the Taber-
nacle!  

In a school year that has looked like no other, St. Bridget 
School would like to invite you to join us as we come togeth-
er for a SBS Auction that will look like no other! 
Participate from the comfort of your own home!  Bid on items 
through our Greater Giving App (as used in previous years). 
Watch LIVE on the St. Bridget School Facebook page at 7pm. 
Children can attend for the first time!  Friends and family in 
other states & countries are welcome to join the fun! 
A generous gift of $50,000 will be given to St. Bridget School if 
we can raise money to match this challenge gift! A link to do-
nate will be available along with auction items for bidding!   
Masters of Ceremonies are Dr. Testa, Father Romans, and 
Father Federico! 
Our goal this year is to Come Together to support the fantastic 
students at St. Bridget School. Can we count on you to help us 
reach our goal?  
Go to https://stbridgetschool.ejoinme.org/sbsauction2021 for 
information on how to join the auction, make a monetary dona-
tion or become a sponsor. 
If you would like to donate anything toward this year’s auction, 
please send us an email to auction@stbridgetschool.org. 
Check the bulletin next week for information on how you can  
come together on May 8th by participating in this virtual 
auction!  

Good Shepherd Maze 
Help the sheep find his way to the shepherd. 
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If you have a name to place on our U.S. Military prayer list, please contact Mary Beth in the Rectory at 203-272-3531 or  
office@stbridgetcheshire.org with the names of family & friends who are on active duty.  Please provide name and branch of 

service.  In this way, our whole parish community can help bring them home safely by our prayers. 

Our U.S. Military Prayer List 

203-699-9226 
175 Sandbank Road, Cheshire, CT 

Thank you for your continued generosity with donations to 
the Cheshire Community Food Pantry.  We gratefully accept 
any donations, but this week we have a particular need for:   

 -juice  -Ramen   
 -baked beans -pasta & rice sides 
 -salad dressing -boxed potatoes   
Please note that the Food Pantry: 
- Cannot accept expired or opened items 
- Cannot use large industrial canned goods 
- Can accept perishable goods only during Pantry hours 
- Hours are M-W-F 9:00am-12:15pm; T-Th 3:00pm-6:15pm 
- Monetary donations should be sent to:  Cheshire Community 

Food Pantry, P.O. Box 457, Cheshire, CT  06410.   
 

Thank you for your continued support of the Cheshire 
Community Food Pantry and for helping 

our fellow neighbors! 
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Captain Cassandra Andrea  USAF 
Captain J. Michael Andrea  USAF 

SRA Garrett Barboza, USAF 
Major David B. Beale, US Army 
Specialist Alan Bell, US Army 

Petty Officer 2nd Class Michael Betts, US Navy 
Lieutenant Kevin Briskin, US Army 
ENS Michelle Browning, US Navy 

Sergeant Brian Caouette  
Captain Leslie Ann Capuano, USMC 

Lieutenant Hollis Ann Capuano, US Navy 
Seaman Apprentice Robert Carrano, US Coast Guard 

Private Jack Cavanaugh, US Army 
Tech Sergeant Edward J. Clark, Jr, USAF 

Sergeant Aaron Desjardins, USAF 
Specialist John Fadus, US Army 

STS-1 Jake Ford, US Navy 
PFC Owen C. Fowler, USMC 

Lt. Colonel Mark Christopher Glenn, US Army 
Private Alyza Hernandez, USMC  

Petty Officer 2nd Class Martin Houston, US Navy 
Cdr. Thomas A. Ianucci, USN, Chaplain 

SRA Ryan Jones, USAF 
Petty Officer 2nd Class Neil P. Kenefick, US Navy 

Ryan Kiernan, US Navy 
AWO2 Kyle (DeVylder) Kohl, US Navy 

Lieutenant Jared Korn, US Coast Guard 
Sergeant Gregory J. Kowalski, USMC 

Airman First Class Benjamin M. LeClerc, USAF 
MA2 Tiana Lefebre, US Navy 

Petty Officer 2nd Class Brian McGrath, US Navy 

LTJG Derek Molkenbuhr, US Navy 
LT Marisa Molkenbuhr, US Navy 

LTJG Trevor Molkenbuhr, US Navy
Senior Chief Petty Officer Pasquale Moreland, US Navy 

Corporal Ginamarie Mazzucco, USMC 
Lance Corporal Kathryn Mazzucco, USMC 
Airman First Class Anthony Nero, USAF 

Lt. Christopher Nguyen, US Army
Specialist Eric Normand, US Army 

Captain Philip O’Neill, USAF 
Captain Denis L. O’Reilly, USMC 

Specialist Christopher Paier, US Army Natl. Guard 
PVT John Pastore, USMC 

Private Matthew Planinshek, USMC 
Sergeant Alexander Poling, US Army Natl. Guard 

LTJG Jake Patrick Reid, US Navy 
Private Quianna Rios, US Army 

Petty Officer First Class Matthew J. Sansone, US Navy 
Captain Ryan Satterfield, USMC 
Lt. Ellie Marie Senft, US Army 

Captain Jack David Senft, US Army 
SRA Myron Simpson, USAF 

Private 1st Class Kevin Stevens, US Army 
Captain Alexander James Topitzer, US Army  

Captain Matthew Neil Topitzer, US Army 
Captain Ryan Van Wie, US Army 

Private 1st Class Connor Valinsky, US Army 
Senior Airman Joe Villano USAF  
Corporal Bernard Vitti, Jr., USMC 

LCpl. Matthew Voelker, USMC 
Airman Mark Zajac, Jr., USAF 

Can you join them? 
Attention Business Owners, Professionals,

Self-Employed and Families—please consider 
purchasing a bulletin ad. 

 

Your ad and participation make our bulletin successful 
and help you attract new customers! 

 

Mary Hoffman from Liturgical Publications is working 
to secure new advertising sponsors for our bulletin over 

the next few weeks. 
 

We need and appreciate your help! 
 

   To place an ad or for more information, please contact 
Mary Hoffman at 860-836-8486 or via e-mail at 

mhoffman@4LPi.com.  
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A Hilzinger 
Family Enterprise
203-250-1515

Fax 203-271-1865
243 Blacks Road • Cheshire

www.blacksroadselfstorage.com

NOLAN’S 
HAMDEN MONUMENT CO.
323 Washington Ave., Hamden 

(Opposite Knights of Columbus Hall)

203-288-8486 | 1-800-852-8865 
Fax 203-287-1593 

John R. Nolan  |  Michael F. Nolan

Contact Mary Hoffman to place an ad today! 
mhoffman@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6340

Need Care? We Care.

(203)238-1441     www.FranciscanHC.org

SERVICES INCLUDE:
Skilled Nursing • Hospice Care

Physical, Speech and Occupational Therapy
Medical Social Services 

Home Health Aide Services

Franciscan Home Care and Hospice Care

Your Local
INJURY 

LAWYERS
97 Main Street 

Cheshire, CT 06410
203-272-4844

The Catholic Cemeteries Association
of the Archdiocese of Hartford, Inc. 

Calvary Cemetery
Waterbury

203-754-9105

Mt Olivet Cemetery
Watertown

860-274-4641

St Francis Cemetery
Torrington

860-482-4670

Advanced Planning of your Cemetery needs is a loving gift that relieves 
your family of a difficult decision in the midst of their grief. Whether a 

Traditional Grave, Mausoleum, or Cremation, let our caring team of
Family Service Advisors help you choose your cemetery needs.

www.ccacem.org

For your convenience we now sell Granite Flush Markers
and Monuments at all our locations!

CIPULLY 
Tree Service LLC
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 203-271-0222
1157 Highland Avenue • Suite 105 • Cheshire

www.hoynesfinancial.com • Rob Hoynes, ChFC® 
Securities offered through LPL Financial. Member FINRA/SIPC

We hope you’ll join us this summer
Ages 3-15 • Open House April 25th 11-2pm

43 Candee Rd., Prospect, CT 06712
holidayhilldaycamp.com

 Full Service Garden Center & Florist
 Open Year Round 
 203-272-3228

Indoor Plants • Gift Items • Landscape Plants • Trees • Tropicals
www.CheshireNursery.com • 1317 South Main St., Cheshire

WASTE SYSTEMS
REFUSE & RECYCLING SERVICES

203-272-1992
WWW.AJWASTESYSTEMS.COM

THIS SPACE IS

Karen Brimberg
Realtor®

203-640-4401
karen.brimberg@raveis.com

Six Point Wealth Advisors 
A private wealth advisory 
practice of Ameriprise 
Financial Services, Inc.

860.426.9950 
100 Queen St. 
Southington, CT 06489 
sixpointwealthadvisors.com

Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc. 
Member FINRA and SIPC.

Providing Non-Medical In-Home Care 
Light Housekeeping, Cooking, Errands,

Hands On Care, 24 Hour Care
203-630-2881 • www.evertherecare.org

Keeping the Cheshire area 
warm for over 128 years.

203-248-2111
www.easternfuel.com

3552 Whitney Avenue
Hamden, CT 06518

2018128th

RN’s, LPN’s & Home Health Aides
Short/Long-Term Assignments • Specialty Services          

675 WEST JOHNSON AVE., CHESHIRE

203-250-1900 • allpointecare.com 

Care When  
& Where  

You Need It

 Animal Medical
 Care of CT, llc
 203-439-2597
 www.animalmedcare.com
490 Cornwall Ave. Ste. 5, Cheshire, CT

Dr’s Kristine Matz • Marjorie O’Neill
Luke Martin

Contact Mary Hoffman to place an ad today! 
mhoffman@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6340

TM

New 
   Insight 

FAMILY EYECARE

Dr. Fabian C. Villacis   
& Associates

OPTOMETRISTS

Same Place As Always,  
Same Loving Care

203-758-4447
67 Waterbury Road, Prospect, CT  

www.newinsighteyecare.com

WALLINGFORD FUNERAL HOME
809 North Main St. Ext. (203) 269 7777

YALESVILLE FUNERAL HOME
386 Main St. • (203) 269 2222
www.wallingfordfh.com

DIRECTORS: 
= David T. Warren  •  = Peter A. Wasilewski  

 David Warren MacDonald C.F.S.P.   
Paul Skora C.C.S.P.  •  Jerome S. Tilton

HCA#0000561

America’s Choice in Home Care
Specializing in Live-In and 24 Hour Care! 

Flexible Hourly Care Available

203.298.9700
www.visitingangels.com/woodbridge

(203) 272-2112
24 hr. Emergency
strollostowing.com

(203) 272-5384
Repairs and Sales

1525 Highland Ave, Cheshire
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ACHIQ DESIGNS
Fine Jewelry • Repair 

Watch Batteries
1081 SOUTH MAIN STREET, CHESHIRE

203-250-9979 • ACHIQDESIGNS.COM

G.C. ELECTRIC INC.
Commercial • Industrial • Residential

24 Hour Emergency Service
George Casner & Son

203-272-9521
Family owned and operated for 30 years.

Robert & George Casner
135 Commerce Court, Cheshire

THE LAW OFFICES OF JOSEPH E. BOWMAN
(203) 272-5291 • 315 Highland Avenue • Cheshire

jbowman@jbowmanlaw.com • www.cheshireattorney.com

McCormack Insurance Agency, Inc.
John McCormack 
PARISHIONER
ph: 203-720-0100 
fax: 203-723-7665
22 PARK PLACE, NAUGATUCK, CT 06770

www.mccormackinsurance.com

The Sally Bowman Group
Sally Bowman Broker Associate

220 Old Towne Road
Cheshire CT 06410
203-272-2828 Office
203-687-8026 Cell
Email: sallybowman@bhhsne.com
thesallybowmangroup.bhhsneproperties.com

John J. Palmeri, CPA, LLM
Attorney at Law

www.palmerilaw.com
203-699-9132

john@palmerilaw.com

Gerry Rock
REALTOR
203-640-4849 cell
gerry.rock@cbmoves.com 
Parishioner

Proud to Serve St Bridget of Sweden Parish
96 Railroad Avenue, Cheshire

203-272-2237
www.countrylumber.com

CUSTOM HOMES
Additions • Commercial
Kitchens • Baths

203-272-4323
986 South Main Street 

Cheshire, CT 06410
www.ricciconstructiongroup.com

Ricci
Construction 

Group, Inc.

KITCHENS AND BATHS
by 

A Matter of Style
203-272-1337

986 South Main Street • Cheshire CT 06410
www.amskitchens.com         @amskitchens

cheshire
dental 
associates

Complete Family Dental Care
Cosmetic, Restorative & Implant Dentistry

Prompt Emergency Service
Jeffrey J. Bisson, D.M.D. • Dane B. Fletcher, D.M.D.

482 South Main Street, Cheshire

203-272-2729

Providing: Elderly Care, Hourly,  
Companion, Live-in Caregivers, Weekends

We are taking long-term life ins  
and state cases

Reg. # HCA0000732 
240 Myrtle Street, Shelton, CT 06484Ewa Grzymala

Little Angels Home Care Little Angels Home Care LLCLLC

203-278-1436 • www.littleangels-homecare.com
E: littleangelshomecare48@yahoo.com

Macas Home Care LLC
Individualized Home Care Services

Day, Hourly or Live-in Support

Diabetes Prevention Program
Classes Online, In-person 

& Through Distance Learning

 866-806-2227 info@macashomecare.com

www.macashomecare.com

Celebrity Shuttle
Transportation with Homecare

Download our App! On Android & iOS

Convenient 24/7 Shuttle Services • Home Care
Senior Transportation to Church, Pharmacy, Errands
Pet Transportation & Homecare
PCA/HHA/CNA/24-Hour Live-In Service
www.celebrityshuttle.com HCA.0001670
Free Consultations 877-550-2353 • 203-440-9744

Pest Control 2000, LLC
Lic. #1714

860-628-8783
Southington, CT

pestcontroly2k@gmail.com
www.pestcontrol2000ct.com 

Mention the church bulletin 
to get 10% off your service

Hon. Silas Hitchcock House
125 Main Street | Cheshire, CT 06410

203-271-3031 | www.knottlaw.com

PROBATE
ESTATE PLANNING
ELDER LAW

Italian Restaurant and Pizza
Specializing in: Pizza • Italian Cuisine • Catering

529 West Main Street
Ph: (203) 272-7297 • Fax: (203) 272-0309

www.cheshirerossini.com
Ralph & Luigi Your Hosts


