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What is that I hear?  This past week 
brought sounds familiar to the hu-
man ear and which signal a new 
start.  As the week began it did so as 
any other summer week, except at 
about mid-morning I looked out the 
window of the rectory and saw many 
more cars than typical at that time dur-
ing the summer months.  So, curious, I 
made my way down to our parish 
school to ascertain what was happen-
ing.  It was then that I heard those 
sounds… 

What sounds?  Some laughter, some 
chatting, some tears.  The teachers 
were back from their summer break 
and preparing their classrooms for an-
other school year, and it was a time for 
catching up and filling each other in on 
what happened in their lives these past 
couple of months; hence there was joy 
and there were tears.  But how I loved 
hearing those sounds. 

Those sounds signal to me a new 
school year.  A new start.  A new be-
ginning. 

But then I wondered…what hap-
pened…how could summer be over 
already?  I haven’t finished the 
books I wanted to read, I haven’t 
golfed as much as I had hoped, and 
I certainly didn’t feel like summer 
was near done.  But the old saying 
is so true:  Tempus Fugit…(Time 
Flies)…I feel like we were just ending 
the school year, and already the chil-
dren will be back in their classrooms 
this week.  It seems life is indeed get-
ting back to a regular schedule for the 
vast majority of us.  Notice I did not 

say “normal,” as what is normal any-
more?   

After last year, and all the stress associ-
ated with the return to school in what 
we thought was a near-ending pandem-
ic, I never thought this year we would 
be witnessing such stress surrounding 
the return to school…it is almost 
worse this year.  Just look at social me-
dia.  Look at town meetings.  People 
are stressed.  Here are some headlines 
that reveal this stress: 

One year later, a new wave of pan-
demic health concerns 
US Adults report highest stress level 
since early days of pandemic 
COVID’s mental-health toll:  how 
scientists are tracking a surge in de-
pression 
Feeling Stressed?  Ways to Improve 
Your Well-Being 

As we continue to weather our way 
through this pandemic, and deal with 
the virus variants that are coming our 
way, let us all take a moment and 
TAKE A DEEP BREATH.  This can 
all be overwhelming.  This can certainly 
add stress to our lives.  But step back, 
take a breath, and ask God to send His 
comfort and peace into our lives. 

I look forward to welcoming our stu-
dents back, and I pray that all will be 
kept safe and our students will be 
formed in mind, body, and spirit.  The 
new school year brings excitement on 
so many levels…different teachers, 
new classmates, new textbooks, and all 
sorts of new experiences await our 
young people.   

Our parish school is ready and will-
ing to assist EVERYONE in edu-
cating your child(ren).  Since open-
ing in 1994, Saint Bridget School offers 
students a faith-based, challenging cur-
riculum designed to promote academic 
excellence in pre-kindergarten, kinder-

garten, and grades 1 through 8.  Com-
mitted educators guide our students 
through the day with lessons in faith 
development, math, language arts, so-
cial studies, geography, science, Span-
ish, music, art, and physical education.   

We are charged with exceeding national 
standards and so we continue to imple-
ment curriculum that provides a chal-
lenging course, grounded in basic skills 
necessary for students to develop foun-
dational skills that lead to higher, more 
complex thinking skills, rooted in Gos-
pel values, and integrating Catholic 
social teaching across all disciplines, 
ensuring the development of the whole 
child.  Students graduating from St. 
Bridget School exceed state and nation-
al benchmarks, evidenced by our exem-
plary standardized test scores and high 
performance on high school placement 
exams.  Most importantly, we truly ed-
ucate the whole child: academically, 
socially, and spiritually. 

What will you find in St. Bridget 
School for your child or children?  
· Faith Based Learning with a Real 

World Approach 
· Spanish Language from PreK3 to 

Grade 8 
· Advanced Studies and Curriculum 

Resources 
· 1 to 1 Chromebooks in the Middle 

School and iPad and Chrome-
books in all other grades 

· Athletic Fields and a Gymnasium 
· Sports Program including Basket-

ball, Baseball, Softball, Cross-
Country, Cheerleading, and Soccer 

· Air-Conditioning throughout 
our facility—this enables us to 
bring in the outside air as man-
dated by the Guidelines from 
the Department of Education 

· Extra-curricular activities such as 
Robotics Club, LEGO Club, Chess 
Club, French Club & more 
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· A Diverse Student Body 
· Small Class Sizes with Differen-

tiated Learning at ALL Grade 
Levels—enabling the proper 
distancing between students as 
mandated by the Guidelines 
from the Department of Educa-
tion 

· Enrichment Programs and Family 
Events 

· Tuition Assistance 
· Weekly Mass as a school family 

and Adoration 

Do you know how much tuition is 
for Saint Bridget School?  I have 
heard from people out and about town 
that they could never afford tuition for 
our parish school.  That may be the 
case, but we do have some scholarship 
monies available as well that may make 
it more affordable for your family situ-
ation.  I want to dispel the MYTH 
that is out there that tuition is 
around $10,000 a year.   
HERE ARE THE REAL NUM-
BERS…Tuition for one child in 
grades K-8 at St. Bridget School is 
$5,363; and our Pre-K program for five 
full days is $6,391, for five half days is 
$4,893, for three full days is $5,590, 
and for three half days is $4,289.  
Those families who are registered and 
active in our parish receive an immedi-
ate $500 deduction.   

As I said above, we are blessed to 
have some scholarship monies 
available to help families to be able 
to afford a Catholic school educa-
tion for their child or children.  This 
is in large part thanks to our devot-
ed parishioners who contribute to 
our scholarship fund!  This fund ena-
bles us to help families keep their chil-
dren in a Catholic school even when 
family issues may arise that prohibit 
them from being able to afford the 
whole tuition rate.  I cannot tell you 
how thankful these families are that 
this fund exists to help them in their 

time of need.  If anyone from our parish 
family would like to assist us in maintaining 
this fund, please feel free to contact me at any 
time. 

We still have room at MOST grade 
levels for the upcoming school year 
2021-2022, and I hope you will con-
sider St. Bridget School for your 
child(ren) or grandchild(ren).  I 
would love for all families to consider 
coming in for a tour.  Please contact 
our Admissions Director, Mrs. Christi-
na Cummings, or our Principal, Dr. 
Nancy Testa, at the school office at 
203.272.5860. 

As we are excited to welcome our 
students back to our parish school, 
so we are preparing to welcome our 
students back to our religious edu-
cation program!  We have been plan-
ning for this for many months and 
look forward to a great year of our 
young people growing in relationship 
with Jesus Christ and their own 
knowledge of the faith.   

BUT WE NEED HELP!  We need 
Catechists to help in this important 
ministry of our parish family.  If you 
are interested, please consider this my 
personal invitation to you!  Come help 
us teach our young people about Jesus 
Christ, His love for us, and the teach-
ings of our faith. 

Recruiting catechists is one of  the most 
difficult challenges that parish leaders 
face, not only here, but in every parish 
throughout the world!  While the invi-
tation to become a catechist can be 
flattering, we also have to acknowledge 
that it can be intimidating.  When one 
is asked to be a catechist, after the 
blank stare and some time for consid-
eration, there is often the doubt that 
comes: “am I qualified?”  I am asking 
everyone who loves God, has a rela-
tionship with Jesus Christ, and loves 
working with children to consider be-
coming a catechist. 

Do not let fear hold you back from 
this amazing opportunity.  We are 
here to assist you in preparing to 
take on this new ministry.  Being a 
new catechist is a time of  learning the 
techniques and becoming comfortable 
sharing your faith!  Training, materials, 
and support are provided. 

At Saint Bridget of  Sweden Parish, we 
are blessed with so many who have 
accepted this responsibility.  More of-
ten than not, after a few months, a new 
catechist will say something like “I am 
getting so much out of  teaching the 
faith,” or “I am learning more about 
the faith that I thought I already knew.”   

If  you are considering the call to 
serve as a catechist, we hope you 
call Donna Yatcko or speak with 
Father Federico or myself  after 
Mass about the possibilities.  
If  someone you know is considering 
the call to serve as a catechist, encour-
age them to contact us as well. 

So much of  our life as a parish fam-
ily and our school family is sched-
uled according to the School Year 
Calendar.  Many programs and events 
start up at this time of  year and that 
brings with it excitement as well.  I 
know that we as a Pastoral Staff  have 
been working very hard preparing for 
our fall programs, and there will be 
many!  I hope you will consider joining 
us for the many educational, spiritual, 
and social activities and events we are 
planning.  A full list will be provided in 
the near future. 

We are ramping up with preparations 
for our Religious Education Program, 
as well as our Bible Studies, our RCIA 
Program, a Study on the Life of Saint 
Joseph, and other adult educational 
programs.  We have other social events 
being planned such as our Parish Picnic 
(September 19), an Oktoberfest 
(October 15), and our No-Turkey 
Thanksgiving Dinner (in November).  
And there is more to come!  We have a 
wide variety of other meetings, activi-
ties, and events being planned by the 
many ministries, organizations, and 
groups in our parish family!   

continued on page 4 
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SAINT BRIDGET OF SWEDEN PARISH—WHERE CHRIST IS OUR LIGHT 
 

Rectory ...........................................................................203-272-3531 
Fax ..................................................................................203-271-3356 
Email .................................................... rectory@stbridgetcheshire.org 
Bulle n Submissions ............................. office@stbridgetcheshire.org 
Social Media ......................... communica ons@stbridgetcheshire.org 
Mailing Address .......................... 175 Main Street, Cheshire, CT 06410 

S . B"#$%&  C'(")' 
175 Main Street, Cheshire, CT 

S . T'*+-/ B&)0&  C'(")' 
435 North Brooksvale Road, Cheshire, CT

The Reverend Jeffrey V. Romans, KCHS, Pastor 
The Reverend Anthony J. Federico, III, Parochial Vicar 

Pastoral Staff 
Mr. Paul Iadarola, Deacon, Senior Status 

Dr. Richard Wilber, Deacon 
Sister Mary Rose Irvine, Pastoral Associate 

Mrs. Julia Atwood, Music Director 
Mrs. Donna Yatcko, Religious Education Director 

Mr. Regis O’Neill, Youth Minister 
Dr. Nancy Testa, Saint Bridget School Principal 

Parish Trustees 
Mr. Mark Izzo ● Mrs. Candace Nesbit 

Parish Staff 
Mrs. Madelyn Banti, Admin Assistant 

Mrs. Mary Beth Chamberlain, Admin Assistant 
Mr. Regis O’Neill, Admin Assistant for Communications 

Mr. Anthony Ginnetti, Sacristan 

Online 
Offertory ........................................ $7,036.00

 

 
 

Give Online at 
stbridgetcheshire.weshareonline.org/ 

Mailed-in/Dropped Off 
Offertory ....................................... $10,127.00

 

Mail your offertory donation to 
175 Main St, Cheshire, CT 06410 

Our collection for the week of August 22nd 

continued from page 3 

Remember you can always check 
out upcoming events on our Parish 
Calendar…The Parish Calendar can be 
f o u n d  o n  o u r  w e b s i t e 
www.cheshirecatholic.org, and it will list each and every activity 
taking place at Saint Bridget of Sweden Parish and School.  It is 
our hope that this calendar will be a tool to assist you in finding 
ways to get more involved in the life of our parish as together we 
grow in our knowledge and love of God.  You can also click on 
the box “Click here for Event Details” to learn more about 
upcoming events happening in our parish family. 
Final thoughts on a new school year…it is indeed a time for 
new beginnings as together we grow in our faith!  Possibilities lie 
on the horizon as we are brought into contact with various people 
and open ourselves to diverse experiences.  It is my hope for all of 
us that, whatever our role, the next several weeks will revitalize 
our hearts and spirits as we grow as a family of faith.  As we begin 
this new school year in hope, in prayer, and in friendship, we ask 
God’s blessings upon us all as we seek to grow in our faith. 

As always, remember to pray and ask God’s blessings upon 
our family of faith as we build His kingdom here.  Please know 
that I am praying for you, and I ask for your prayers for me, that 
together through the intercession of Saint Bridget of Sweden, our 
Patroness, and united in the Eucharist, we will reflect the presence 
of Jesus to the world.  
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Saturday, August 28th: Saint Augustine, Bishop & Doctor of the Church 
9:00 a.m. SBC Ronald McReavy Fran & Mike 
  Bontatibus 
4:00 p.m. SBC Tristan Barhorst Edward Mattei 
5:15 p.m. SBC Robert Connor, Jr.  
Sunday, August 29th: The Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
7:00 a.m. SBC Joseph Mazzacane Wilma Buckman 
8:00 a.m. SBC Richard & Nina Eimers—1st Patty & Larry Richard 
 Anniversary 
9:00 a.m. SBC Walter Butch Hanover His Family 
10:30 a.m. SBC John Rinaldi Michelina Palladino 
Monday, August 30th 
7:00 a.m. SBC Annina Gennusa—2nd  Her Family 
 Anniversary 
9:00 a.m. SBC Tristan Barhorst St. Bridget of Sweden 
  Parish Family 
Tuesday, August 31st 
7:00 a.m. SBC The People of St. Bridget of Sweden Parish 
Wednesday, September 1st 
7:00 a.m. SBC John & Hannah O’Connor Peter & Mary Mongillo 
9:00 a.m. SBC Rosalie Piller  
Thursday, September 2nd 
7:00 a.m. SBC Giuseppe & Pasqualina Family 
 Tranquillo 
Friday, September 3rd: Saint Gregory the Great, Pope and Doctor of the 
Church 
7:00 a.m. SBC Anna Bisignano Lynn Krieg  
9:00 a.m. SBC School Mass—Sean Devine Charlotte & Jerry 
  Devine 
Saturday, September 4th 
9:00 a.m. SBC Joe O’Reilly The Haensel Family 
4:00 p.m. SBC Russell DiMeo Family 
5:15 p.m. SBC Manfred Storm Robert & Cooky Fury 
Sunday, September 5: The Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
7:00 a.m. SBC Bill Bradley—In Living Prayer The Family 
8:00 a.m. SBC Kathleen Minore The Romania Family 
9:00 a.m. SBC Mary Calaluce Jude DiGidio 
10:30 a.m. SBC Rebecca Jones Kate Carriero 

The Tabernacle candle at 
St. Bridget Church  
shines this week for 
Maureen O’Brien 

Requested by the Haensel Family 
 

The Tabernacle candle at 
St. Thomas Becket Church  

shines this week for 
Patricia Stanley—In Living Prayer 

Requested by Kate Carriero 

Please pray for this couple as they  
prepare for the Sacrament of Marriage: 

I    Robert Puszka & Mary Grace 
II    Robert Morgan & Elaine Muldowney 

Drive-thru CONFESSIONS available 
every Saturday at 3:00pm until heard 
and the second Tuesday of the month 

from 5-6pm. 
Drive up to the St. Bridget School 
entrance and a priest will come 

out to hear your confession. 

Bingo is coming back! 
See next week’s bulletin for details. 
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NOTE:  Masking is required for non-vaccinated persons and strongly encouraged for fully vaccinated persons.   

The television Mass is simulcast 
everyday at 10:00 a.m. on WCCT-TV WB20 and 
WCTX-TV MyTV9.  It can also be seen Saturday 

and Sunday at 5:00 a.m. on WCCT-TV. 
It can also be viewed online at 

h#ps://www.ortv.org/streaming/
streaming.htm  

Online Services can be viewed on the homepage of our website at www.stbridgetcheshire.org, 
on YouTube h#ps://bit.ly/SBoSYTChannel or Facebook @stbridgetofswedenparish 

Masses this week: 
Monday, Wednesday & Friday—7am & 9am in St. Bridget Church 

Tuesday & Thursday—7am in St. Bridget Church 
Saturday—9am, 4pm & 5:15pm in St. Bridget Church 

Sunday—7am, 8am, 9am, & 10:30am in St. Bridget Church 

Rosary every 
Monday at 
1:30pm 

in St. Thomas 
Becket Church 

Drive-thru CONFESSIONS available every Saturday at 3:00pm until 
heard and the SECOND Tuesday of the month from 5-6pm. 

Drive up to the St. Bridget School entrance and a priest will come 
out to hear your confession. 

Mass in Your Car! 
Tune in to FM 89.5 and listen to 10:30am Mass in your car in our 
parking lot!  An Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion will 
bring Communion outside at the appropriate  me in the Mass for 
you to leave your vehicle, receive Holy Communion, and return to 

your vehicle for the closing of Mass and final blessing. 

Adora"on in St. Bridget Church every Friday, 1-2pm and 
on the second Tuesday of the month from 5-6pm  

How Catholic Are You? 
Join us at 10AM every Wednesday and Friday 

Test your knowledge of the Catholic faith with these 
obscure facts and partially useful trivia about our faith 

and its history. 

Every Sunday our 10:30am 
Mass is livestreamed. 

Join Us! 

Getting to Know Our 
Heavenly Family 

Every Monday at 10AM 
This week, learn about 

Saint Jose Maria Escriva 
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Sunday Reflec"on “True Disciples of Jesus” — bit.ly/3kr79Zh 

Today is the Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time 
The readings for today can be found at 

h#ps://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/082921.cfm 

This Sunday, our lectionary returns to Mark’s Gospel after a number of Sundays in which we heard the 
Bread of Life discourse from the Gospel of John. Recall that we focus on the Gospel of Mark in Lection-
ary Cycle B, but substitute John’s report of the multiplication of the loaves and fishes for Mark’s report of 
this event. 
In today’s Gospel, Mark provides a significant amount of information about the Jewish observance of 
ritual-purity laws. Most scholars believe that Mark includes this information because his audience in-
cludes Gentile Christians who have no knowledge or experience of these laws. We can infer, therefore, 
that many in Mark’s community were not Jewish Christians. 
In this Gospel, Mark addresses the question of which Jewish practices would also be observed in the 
newly emerging Christian community. This was a significant question for the early Christian Church, 
especially in communities that included both Jewish and Gentile converts to Christianity. We also hear this question addressed in the 
letters of Paul with regard to table fellowship. In Gospel passages such as the one today, we see the Gospel evangelists finding justifi-
cation for a Christian practice distinct from Judaism in the remembrances of Jesus’ teaching and the practice of his first disciples. 
Jesus first criticizes the Pharisees for putting human tradition above God’s Law. Here, Jesus is referring to the tradition of the elders, 
the teachings of the Pharisees, which extended the ritual-purity laws of Temple worship to everyday Jewish life. Jesus criticizes the 
Pharisees for making this tradition equal to and as binding as the Law of Moses. 
Next, Jesus comments on the meaning behind the Pharisees’ language of holiness—clean and unclean. Jesus teaches that a person 
is not defiled by the food that enters his or her body, but rather by sin that emerges from his or her words and actions. In this teaching, 
Jesus unmasks a deeper question behind the one posed to him by the Pharisees. The real issue is holiness, which is not found in 
external acts alone. Holiness comes from within and is evidenced in the actions and attitudes that emerge from a person ’s life. 
If we read today’s Gospel carefully, we will see a pattern in Jesus’ teaching method that will be repeated in the weeks ahead. Jesus’ 
first teaching is directed to the Pharisees who questioned him. Jesus’ words are then directed to the crowd, teaching that a person is 
defiled by his or her words and actions, not by the food that he or she eats. In verses omitted in today ’s reading, we learn that Jesus 
returned home with his disciples, who in turn questioned him about what he had taught. The words we read at the conclusion of to-
day’s Gospel are addressed to Jesus’ disciples. Mark’s narrative shows several audiences for Jesus’ teaching: his antagonists, the 
crowds, and Jesus’ disciples. As we see in this reading, the words to the Pharisees are often words of challenge. The teaching to the 
crowds is often a general, sometimes cryptic, message. With the disciples, who often misunderstand Jesus ’ words, further explanation 
is offered about his message and its meaning. 
Jesus’ words challenge us as well. In our desire to show that we are holy, we might also give too much credence to externals, follow-
ing rules without thinking about the intention behind them. Jesus reminds us that we do not make ourselves holy by our actions. Ra-
ther, we become holy when we allow God’s Spirit to transform us. Our actions should be an expression of the conversion of our heart 
to God and to God’s ways. 

www.loyolapress.com 

Saint of the Week:  Saint Jeanne Jugan  
Feast Day: August 30th  
Bio: St. Jeanne Jugan was born in northern France in 1792, at the height of the French 
Revolution. Her father died at sea when she was three years old, and her single mother 
lost four of Jeanne’s seven siblings at young ages. Around age 15, Jeanne began work 
as a kitchen maid for a charitable family nearby. After 10 years of working there, she 
became a nurse at a hospital in Le Rosais. As far as spiritual life goes, she joined a 
third order group founded by St. John Eudes. She met a woman through the order with 
whom she often prayed, visited the poor, and catechized young children. After her 
friend died, Jeanne and two others continued living in this manner in Saint-Sevran. 
They began an association, and soon began receiving more members and guests. 
Jeanne became known as Mother Marie of the Cross, and she founded six houses for 
the elderly by 1849. Her association became known as the Little Sisters of the Poor, 
and it had over 500 members by 1853. She died in 1879, mere months after her com-
munity received final approval from Pope Leo XIII. Saint Jeanne Jugan, pray for us! 

Verse of the Week   2 Timothy 4:7   “I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.”  
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St. Bridget School 
Update  

Principal: Dr. Nancy Testa 
Assistant Principal: Ms. Liz Plasky 

Golf Tournament 
Monday September 27th, 2021 

Waterbury Country Club 
All proceeds from this important fundraising 

event will benefit St. Bridget School.  

St. Bridget Annual Appeal 
The St. Bridget School Annual Appeal is underway and we thank the many 
parish and school families who have already given so generously. If you wish 
to contribute to our appeal, please contact the school at 203.272.5860.  

Check out our Facebook page St. Bridget School,  
Cheshire for up-to-date informa on and ac vi es.  

We also offer Registered Catholic Grants, Sibling Grants, 
as well as Tui"on Assistance. 

For more informa on or ques ons, please contact our 
Admissions Director, Mrs. Chris na Cummings, at 

203.272.5860, or email at 
ccummings@stbridgetschool.org.  

Limited Space in Some Grades! Welcome to St. Bridget School! 
Please join us in welcoming our new teachers to St. 
Bridget School - Katy Sibley, 7th grade Homeroom and 
Spanish teacher; Scott Iwaniec, 7th grade Homeroom and 
History teacher; Mrs. Traci Rhodes, 5th grade teacher; 
and Meaghan McLaughlin, 2nd grade teacher. 
All of our teachers have completed their professional 
development this week and are ready to start the year! 
Each year, teachers are required to complete profession-
al development on topics such as building security, 
health and safety, and much more.  

SBS teachers are required to complete these professional 
development days prior to the start of the academic year 
to ensure compliance and best practices for our school. 
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Office of Religious Education 
Donna Yatcko, DRE 

dyatcko@stbridgetschool.org               
203.272.6504 

Monday – Friday  8:30 am to 1:30 pm 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Religious Education Registration Info 
Registration has begun for the 2021-2022 year. 

Forms and payment information have been 
emailed to each family. 

The link to the registration forms is: 
bit.ly/SBoSRelEdRegister21-22 

 

The link for online payment is: 
bit.ly/SBoSRelEdPay21-22 

If you have any questions, please contact the office at 203-
272-6504 or dyatcko@stbridgetschool.org  

 

CATECHISTS NEEDED! 
Catechists help us support our students through our various 
programs. If you have any interest, please share your infor-

mation on the registration form or email us 
at dyatcko@stbridgetschool.org. 

The role requires a passion for sharing our faith with the chil-
dren and compliance with the Safe Environment require-
ments (a brief online VIRTUS training session and back-

ground check).  
Materials and support are provided.  

There will be a Q & A session for any interested in the 
RCIA program on Monday, September 13th at 7 PM in 
the Saint Bridget of Sweden Parish Center.  Please con-
tact Donna Yatcko dyatcko@stbridgetschool.org or 203-
272-6504 to register.  

 
Come and journey with us. 

The process by which adults come into full communion 
with the Catholic Church is known as “The RCIA”, which 
is short for: The Rite of Chris an Ini a on of Adults.  If 
you feel God is calling you to this conversion of heart, 
please join us on this journey to a closer rela onship 
with God and His Church.  For more informa on, or if 
you have a friend or family member who might benefit, 
please contact: 

Deacon Wilber at Dcnrw.stbridget@gmail.com  or 
Donna Yatcko at dyatcko@stbridgetschool.org  

Virtus Updates Needed—Training Available 
The Office of Safe Environment has directed that any pa-
rishioner who submitted a background check before Janu-
ary 1, 2011 needs to submit a new background check in 
order to continue volunteering in the parish. 

Please contact the Religious Education Office at 
203-272-6504 

Dyatcko@stbridgetschool.org 
or 

PTodman@stbridgetschool.org 
so we can make arrangements for you to submit a new 
background check and receive the new Archdiocese of 
Hartford Policy and Codes of Ministerial Behavior booklet 
and acknowledgement page. 
At the present time the Virtus Training can be done 
online.  If you have not completed this training or are inter-
ested in attending a virtual training session, please contact 
Donna Yatcko. 
If you are not sure if you are due for an updated Back-
ground Check, please call the Religious Education Office 
at 203-272-6504 to inquire. 

We will be offering Adult Confirmation classes for 
those adults who have received their First Eucharist but 
were never confirmed.  Classes will begin September 
21st at 6:45 PM.  We will meet for 6 consecutive Tues-
days. 
Confirmation will take place on November 9th at the 
Chapel at the Pastoral Center in Bloomfield, CT. 

For more information please contact: 
Deacon Wilber at dcnrw.stbridget@gmail.com or 
Donna Yatcko at dyatcko@stbridgetschool.org  

The ABCs of Annulment 
“The ABCs of Annulment” program will be held on 
Saturday, September 18th at 10 AM to Noon in the 
Church Hall of St Augustine Church, 10 Campfield 
Ave, Hartford.   
The “ABCs of Annulment” event is open to all at no 
cost.  Participants will receive a folder with the re-
quired printed materials.  No registration is re-
quired.  For further information, call Br. Larry @ 475-
221-8464 or email him at brolarlus300@gmail.com.  
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Apologetics: The Hard Sayings of Jesus 
This week we con!nue to look at some of the difficult and controversial sayings of Our Lord. 

“The Kingdom of Heaven suffers violence, and violent men take it by force.” – Ma#hew 11:12 

· What’s going on here! It sounds like Jesus is saying that Heaven is being a#acked.  
· Plus, I thought Jesus didn’t advocate for violence!  
· When I first read this, I imagined a group of bad guys encircling the Gates of Heaven like in an ac on movie, 

with the angels taking up their posi ons on the walls. 
· As cool as that might be to imagine, that’s not what’s actually happening here. 
· Remember, we must always read scripture in its context.  Jesus has been talking about John the Bap st.  In fact, 

the first half of this verse is “from the days of John the Bap st un l now, the Kingdom of Heaven suffers vio-
lence and violent men take it by force.” 

· Before Jesus died on the Cross for us, Heaven was “shut down” and no one could get in because our sins had 
not been atoned for.  Even the preaching of the Old Testament prophets could not open it up.  It was, in a 
sense, like an impenetrable castle or fortress. 

· A(er Jesus’ death and resurrec on, Heaven became “open for business.”   
· Jesus is saying in this verse that, beginning with the preaching of John the Bap st, now Heaven can be 

“overtaken” by anyone. 
· Jesus is looking at the crowds following John and he compares them to an advancing army, surrounding the 

Kingdom of Heaven and eventually “capturing it.” 
· The “violent men” are all the men and women who will accept Jesus as their savior and the “force” by which 

they will take the Kingdom are the acts of repentance, discipline, mor fica on and penance they will do to 
overcome themselves. 

· Thus, the violence Jesus men ons is not directed out at anyone else, but rather deep within ourselves, at our 
pride and ego and selfishness.  

“Ministry of Hope and Healing” 
Bereavement Support Group 

 

A 9-week Bereavement Seminar will begin on 
Thursday, September 9, 2021. 

 

The group will meet from 6:30-7:30 p.m. at Saint Brid-
get School Library. The seminar provides hope, healing 

and support for participants while they adapt to their 
loss. The group is guided by trained facilitators as par-

ticipants journey from grief to healing. 
It is based on the belief that sharing and talking about 

one’s thoughts, feelings and experiences in a safe situa-
tion with the support of others in similar situations, is 
one of the most helpful ways to move beyond the pain 

that is caused by the death of a loved one.  
Registration is necessary.  To register please contact: 

Joan @ 203-271-2372 or jroczynski@yahoo.com 
or Sr. Mary Rose @ 203-272-3531 ext. 1312  
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Ask Father 
Dear Father:  My teen son is giving me a hard #me about going to Sunday Mass.  He would like to a$end a 
Mass with me during the week instead and feels like he gets much more out of it.  I realize we have an obli-
ga#on for Sunday Mass but I am also weighing not turning him off, etc., especially when I know his faith is a 
priority to him.  Appreciate any guidance. 
Dear friend in Christ,  
Thanks for reaching out.  So many families struggle with this.  Here are some thoughts.   
Affirm your son’s desire to be at Mass.  The fact that he wants to be at some Mass, whether weekend or week-
day, is a good thing.  It is much be#er to encourage the good than to lecture about the bad. 
Sunday Mass is not op onal, it is a commandment: “Keep holy the Sabbath.” 
Gently communicate to him that we don’t go to Mass for what we get out of it but rather for what we put it 
into it.  The Sabbath Mass is how we give thanks to God for our many blessings and give God the worship that 
he is owed.  When we change our mindset from ‘what’s in it for me’ to ‘what more can I give’, our experience 
of Mass changes and radical blessings follow.   
Ask him if he knows Jesus personally.  If we haven’t yet had a real experience with the actual, living person of 
Jesus, Mass can be burdensome or boring.  But if we have met Jesus personally, the Mass, specifically the mo-
ment of Holy Communion, becomes a real encounter with a real person.   
Finally, as Chris ans, remind him that our rela onship with Jesus is personal but not private.  Jesus never invit-
ed people to a solitary associa on with him but rather to become part of something bigger than themselves.  
Jesus calls us into communion with one another.  He invites us to be part of a family – his family.  The Sunday 
(or Saturday vigil) Mass is the way this family comes together to celebrate our shared personal rela onships 
with the Lord and feast on the banquet of the Word and the Eucharist.   
Hope this helps.  

Our next Walking with Purpose 
Bible Study is 

“Keeping In Balance” 

This 22 week study begins 
Tuesday, September 14th, at 6:30 pm  

in Fr. Frisbie Hall 

The book can be ordered from 
h#ps://walkingwithpurpose.com 

For ques ons and to register, contact 
Pa+ Flynn-Harris at 

flynnharrispa+@gmail.com 

Job Opportuni"es at St. Bridget School 
P.M. Extension Aide - Monday-Friday 2:00pm-5:30pm; Bi-
weekly pay; Du es include: Report to Pre-K classroom to assist 

teacher from 2:00pm to 3:00pm; Report to Extension area at 3:00pm; 
Assist Extension Coordinator of the program as requested; Set out snacks 
for students; Work with small groups of students and individual students 
assis ng in homework and projects; Monitor students when outside; Take 
younger students back and forth to the lavatory.  Older students must get 
permission to go to the lavatory, monitor their return; Be a#en ve to the 
ac ons of the students in the area, their safety is paramount.  
Extension Coordinator - Monday-Friday 1:45pm-5:30pm; Bi-weekly pay; 
Du es include: Set-up area at 1:45pm; Report to Pre-K classroom at 
2:00pm to 3:00pm; Order supplies and snacks as needed for the program; 
Coordinate du es of PM aides; Keep emergency records of students up-
dated; Record student’s  me-in and  me-out for accurate billing; Give 
Time in/out sheets to Main Office for billing (weekly); Fill in at AM Exten-
sion if aide calls out sick; Be a#en ve to the ac ons of the students in the 
area; all students’ safety is paramount.  

For more informa on or to apply, contact: 
Dr. Nancy Testa at DrTesta@stbridgetschool.org 
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A Journey for Life 
Each year, from early March 
through mid-December, Sil-
ver Roses are stewarded by 
Knights of Columbus coun-
cils along routes from Cana-
da to Mexico. Every stop the 
Silver Rose makes through-
out the pilgrimage is a rosary
-centered occasion for 
Knights, parishioners and 
community members to pray for respect for life, for the 
spiritual renewal of each nation, and for the advance-
ment of the message of Our Lady of Guadalupe. 
This year, as last, our parish is blessed to be included 
as an important stop along the route to Mexico and the 
site of the apparition of our Blessed Mother to the poor 
peasant, now Saint, Juan Diego in 1531. The Silver 
Rose coming to our parish will be here on October 
17th, and our council and its Co-Chaplains Fr. Romans 

and Fr. Federico are making plans 
now for its arrival.  
In the coming weeks, we'll have 
more information on plans for that 
day and will present the back-
ground of the Silver Rose phenom-
ena and St. Juan Diego himself. 

Grand Knight, Jason Molitierno —
jason_molitierno@yahoo.com 

Cheshire K of C 
KNIGHTS 
KORNER 

Come Enjoy our Bourbon & Wine Tas"ng! 
Support the Women’s Society Scholarship Fund! 

Saturday, September 11th 
6:00 – 8:00 p.m. 

Father Frisbie Hall 
Litchfield Distributors and Vo'o Vines  

will provide select Bourbons and Wines to 
taste! 

Lots of hors d’oeuvres to enjoy!! 
Cost: $20 per person by 

September 9th or $25 at the door 

Bourbon & Wine Tas"ng Pre-pay Order Form 
Name (s): _____________________________________  

_____________________________________________  

# A'ending__________ 

Amount enclosed: __________________ 

Make checks payable to “St. Bridget of Sweden Women’s 
Society” 

Place form in an envelope marked SBSWS & put in church 
basket or return to the church office. 

Come check out the newest ministry in our Parish! If you 
are in your 20’s through 50’s, whether you are married, 
single, with or without kids, i.d.9:16 invites you to join our 
community! 
i.d.9:16 exists to help men and women become intentional 
disciples of Jesus Christ. As we meet together on a 
monthly basis, we will grow deeper in our faith and learn 
to live out our call to be followers of Christ. Join us at our 
monthly events coming up to find out more. 
Community Mass and Fellowship with i.d.9:16 – Every 
1st Sunday of the month, we will attend the 9am Mass to-
gether as a community. We will sit toward the front of the 
church on the right. Our first community Mass is Sunday, 
September 5th. Please join us for donuts and fellowship 
after Mass in the Parish Center. 
Disciples Afternoon–Every 3rd Saturday from 2:30-
4:30pm.  Our first one is Saturday, September 18th. Join 
us for a talk, discussion, and fellowship at the Parish Cen-
ter.  
For more information, please send us an email 
to id916cheshire@gmail.com. We look forward to hearing 
from you and seeing you at one of our events soon!  
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If you have a name to place on our U.S. Military prayer list, please contact Mary Beth in the Rectory at 203-272-3531 or  
office@stbridgetcheshire.org with the names of family & friends who are on active duty.  Please provide name and branch of 

service.  In this way, our whole parish community can help bring them home safely by our prayers. 

Our U.S. Military Prayer List 

203-699-9226 
175 Sandbank Road, Cheshire, CT 

Thank you for your continued generosity with donations to 
the Cheshire Community Food Pantry.  We gratefully accept 
any donations, but this week we have a particular need for:   

 -canned tomatoes (whole, crushed, pureé, paste)  
 -laundry pods -dishwashing liquid 
 -almond milk -juice boxes 
Please note that the Food Pantry: 
- Cannot accept expired or opened items 
- Cannot use large industrial canned goods 
- Can accept perishable goods only during Pantry hours 
- Hours are M-W-F 9:00am-12:15pm; T-Th 3:00pm-6:15pm 
- Monetary donations should be sent to:  Cheshire Community 

Food Pantry, P.O. Box 457, Cheshire, CT  06410.   
 

Thank you for your continued support of the Cheshire 
Community Food Pantry and for helping 

our fellow neighbors! 
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Captain Cassandra Andrea  USAF 
Captain J. Michael Andrea  USAF 

SRA Garrett Barboza, USAF 
2nd Lt. Darren Barile, US Army 
Major David B. Beale, US Army 
Specialist Alan Bell, US Army 

Petty Officer 2nd Class Michael Betts, US Navy 
Captain Kevin Briskin, US Army 

ENS Michelle Browning, US Navy 
Sergeant Brian Caouette  

Captain Leslie Ann Capuano, USMC 
Lieutenant Hollis Ann Capuano, US Navy 

Seaman Apprentice Robert Carrano, US Coast Guard 
Private Jack Cavanaugh, US Army 

Tech Sergeant Edward J. Clark, Jr, USAF 
Sergeant Aaron Desjardins, USAF 
Specialist John Fadus, US Army 

STS-1 Jake Ford, US Navy 
PFC Owen C. Fowler, USMC 

Lt. Colonel Mark Christopher Glenn, US Army 
Private Alyza Hernandez, USMC  

Petty Officer 2nd Class Martin Houston, US Navy 
Cdr. Thomas A. Ianucci, USN, Chaplain 

Technical Sergeant Michael Irvine, USAF 
SRA Ryan Jones, USAF 

Petty Officer 2nd Class Neil P. Kenefick, US Navy 
Ryan Kiernan, US Navy 

AWO2 Kyle (DeVylder) Kohl, US Navy 
Lieutenant Jared Korn, US Coast Guard 

Sergeant Gregory J. Kowalski, USMC 
Airman First Class Benjamin M. LeClerc, USAF 

MA2 Tiana Lefebre, US Navy 
Lieutenant Tyler McEvoy, US Army Natl. Guard 

Petty Officer 2nd Class Brian McGrath, US Navy 
LTJG Derek Molkenbuhr, US Navy 
LT Marisa Molkenbuhr, US Navy 

LTJG Trevor Molkenbuhr, US Navy 
Senior Chief Petty Officer Pasquale Moreland, US Navy 

Corporal Ginamarie Mazzucco, USMC 
Lance Corporal Kathryn Mazzucco, USMC
Airman First Class Anthony Nero, USAF 

Lt. Christopher Nguyen, US Army 
Specialist Eric Normand, US Army 

Captain Philip O’Neill, USAF 
Captain Denis L. O’Reilly, USMC 

Specialist Christopher Paier, US Army Natl. Guard 
PVT John Pastore, USMC 

Sergeant First Class T. J. Petersen, Army Natl. Guard 
Private Matthew Planinshek, USMC 

Sergeant Alexander Poling, US Army Natl. Guard 
LTJG Jake Patrick Reid, US Navy 
Private Quianna Rios, US Army 

Petty Officer First Class Matthew J. Sansone, US Navy 
Lt. Ellie Marie Senft, US Army 

Captain Jack David Senft, US Army 
SRA Myron Simpson, USAF 

Private 1st Class Kevin Stevens, US Army
Captain Alexander James Topitzer, US Army  

Captain Matthew Neil Topitzer, US Army 
Captain Ryan Van Wie, US Army 

Private 1st Class Connor Valinsky, US Army 
Senior Airman Joe Villano USAF  
Corporal Bernard Vitti, Jr., USMC 

LCpl. Matthew Voelker, USMC 
Airman Mark Zajac, Jr., USAF 

 

Many hands make light work! 
If you would like to volunteer to help at the 

Parish Picnic, please e-mail 
sbosparishpicnic@gmail.com 
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A Hilzinger 
Family Enterprise
203-250-1515

Fax 203-271-1865
243 Blacks Road • Cheshire

www.blacksroadselfstorage.com

NOLAN’S 
HAMDEN MONUMENT CO.
323 Washington Ave., Hamden 

(Opposite Knights of Columbus Hall)

203-288-8486 | 1-800-852-8865 
Fax 203-287-1593 

John R. Nolan  |  Michael F. Nolan

The Catholic Cemeteries Association
of the Archdiocese of Hartford, Inc. 

Calvary Cemetery
Waterbury

203-754-9105

Mt Olivet Cemetery
Watertown

860-274-4641

St Francis Cemetery
Torrington

860-482-4670

Advanced Planning of your Cemetery needs is a loving gift that relieves 
your family of a difficult decision in the midst of their grief. Whether a 

Traditional Grave, Mausoleum, or Cremation, let our caring team of
Family Service Advisors help you choose your cemetery needs.

www.ccacem.org

For your convenience we now sell Granite Flush Markers
and Monuments at all our locations!

CIPULLY 
Tree Service LLC

Contact Mary Hoffman to place an ad  
today! mhoffman@4LPi.com or  

(800) 477-4574 x6340

Need Care? We Care.

(203)238-1441     FranciscanHC.org

SERVICES INCLUDE:
Skilled Nursing • Hospice Care

Physical, Speech and Occupational Therapy
Medical Social Services 

Home Health Aide Services

Franciscan Home Care and Hospice Care
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 203-271-0222
1157 Highland Avenue • Suite 105 • Cheshire

www.hoynesfinancial.com • Rob Hoynes, ChFC® 
Securities offered through LPL Financial. Member FINRA/SIPC

We hope you’ll join us this summer
Ages 3-15 • Open House April 25th 11-2pm

43 Candee Rd., Prospect, CT 06712
holidayhilldaycamp.com

 Full Service Garden Center & Florist
 Open Year Round 
 203-272-3228

Indoor Plants • Gift Items • Landscape Plants • Trees • Tropicals
www.CheshireNursery.com • 1317 South Main St., Cheshire

WASTE SYSTEMS
REFUSE & RECYCLING SERVICES

203-272-1992
WWW.AJWASTESYSTEMS.COM

Karen Brimberg
Realtor®

203-640-4401
karen.brimberg@raveis.com

Six Point Wealth Advisors 
A private wealth advisory 
practice of Ameriprise 
Financial Services, Inc.

860.426.9950 
100 Queen St. 
Southington, CT 06489 
sixpointwealthadvisors.com

Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc. 
Member FINRA and SIPC.

Keeping the Cheshire area 
warm for over 128 years.

203-248-2111
www.easternfuel.com

3552 Whitney Avenue
Hamden, CT 06518

2018128th

RN’s, LPN’s & Home Health Aides
Short/Long-Term Assignments • Specialty Services          

675 WEST JOHNSON AVE., CHESHIRE

203-250-1900 • allpointecare.com 

Care When  
& Where  

You Need It

 Animal Medical
 Care of CT, llc
 203-439-2597
 www.animalmedcare.com
490 Cornwall Ave. Ste. 5, Cheshire, CT

Dr’s Kristine Matz • Marjorie O’Neill
Luke Martin

Contact Mary Hoffman to place an ad  
today! mhoffman@4LPi.com or  

(800) 477-4574 x6340

TM

New 
   Insight 

FAMILY EYECARE

Dr. Fabian C. Villacis   
& Associates

OPTOMETRISTS

Same Place As Always,  
Same Loving Care

203-758-4447
67 Waterbury Road, Prospect, CT  

www.newinsighteyecare.com

HCA#0000561

America’s Choice in Home Care
Specializing in Live-In and 24 Hour Care! 

Flexible Hourly Care Available

203.298.9700
www.visitingangels.com/woodbridge

(203) 272-2112
24 hr. Emergency
strollostowing.com

(203) 272-5384
Repairs and Sales

1525 Highland Ave, Cheshire

Providing Non-Medical In-Home Care 
Light Housekeeping, Cooking, Errands,

Hands On Care, 24 Hour Care
203-630-2881 • evertherecare.org

Fazzone Ryan & Ricciuti, LLC
LAW OFFICES

Serving clients in Connecticut since 1971
Residential and Commercial Real Estate

Corporations • Business • Land Use
Estate Planning • Probate and Elder Law

Anthony J. Fazzone, Esq.  •  Phillip L. Ricciuti, Esq.

Two Town Center, Cheshire • 203-250-2222

WALLINGFORD FUNERAL HOME
809 North Main St. Ext. (203) 269 7777

YALESVILLE FUNERAL HOME
386 Main St. • (203) 269 2222

www.wallingfordfh.com
DIRECTORS: = David T. Warren • = Peter A. Wasilewski  

David Warren MacDonald C.F.S.P.   
Jerome S. Tilton • Sarah Lisewski C.C.S.P.
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ACHIQ DESIGNS
Fine Jewelry • Repair 

Watch Batteries
1081 SOUTH MAIN STREET, CHESHIRE

203-250-9979 • ACHIQDESIGNS.COM

G.C. ELECTRIC INC.
Commercial • Industrial • Residential

24 Hour Emergency Service
George Casner & Son

203-272-9521
Family owned and operated for 30 years.

Robert & George Casner
135 Commerce Court, Cheshire

THE LAW OFFICES OF JOSEPH E. BOWMAN
(203) 272-5291 • 315 Highland Avenue • Cheshire

jbowman@jbowmanlaw.com • www.cheshireattorney.com

McCormack Insurance Agency, Inc.
John McCormack 
PARISHIONER
ph: 203-720-0100 
fax: 203-723-7665
22 PARK PLACE, NAUGATUCK, CT 06770

www.mccormackinsurance.com

The Sally Bowman Group
Sally Bowman Broker Associate

220 Old Towne Road
Cheshire CT 06410
203-272-2828 Office
203-687-8026 Cell
Email: sallybowman@bhhsne.com
thesallybowmangroup.bhhsneproperties.com

John J. Palmeri, CPA, LLM
Attorney at Law

www.palmerilaw.com
203-699-9132

john@palmerilaw.com

Gerry Rock
REALTOR
203-640-4849 cell
gerry.rock@cbmoves.com 
Parishioner

CUSTOM HOMES
Additions • Commercial
Kitchens • Baths

203-272-4323
986 South Main Street 

Cheshire, CT 06410
www.ricciconstructiongroup.com

Ricci
Construction 

Group, Inc.

KITCHENS AND BATHS
by 

A Matter of Style
203-272-1337

986 South Main Street • Cheshire CT 06410
www.amskitchens.com         @amskitchens

cheshire
dental 
associates

Complete Family Dental Care
Cosmetic, Restorative & Implant Dentistry

Prompt Emergency Service
Jeffrey J. Bisson, D.M.D. • Dane B. Fletcher, D.M.D.

482 South Main Street, Cheshire

203-272-2729

Macas Home Care LLC
Individualized Home Care Services

Day, Hourly or Live-in Support

Diabetes Prevention Program
Classes Online, In-person 

& Through Distance Learning

 866-806-2227 info@macashomecare.com

www.macashomecare.com

Celebrity Shuttle
Transportation with Homecare

Download our App! On Android & iOS

Convenient 24/7 Shuttle Services • Home Care
Senior Transportation to Church, Pharmacy, Errands
Pet Transportation & Homecare
PCA/HHA/CNA/24-Hour Live-In Service
www.celebrityshuttle.com HCA.0001670
Free Consultations 877-550-2353 • 203-440-9744

Pest Control 2000, LLC
Lic. #1714

860-628-8783
Southington, CT

pestcontroly2k@gmail.com
www.pestcontrol2000ct.com 

Mention the church bulletin 
to get 10% off your service

Hon. Silas Hitchcock House
125 Main Street | Cheshire, CT 06410

203-271-3031 | www.knottlaw.com

PROBATE
ESTATE PLANNING
ELDER LAW

Italian Restaurant and Pizza
Specializing in: Pizza • Italian Cuisine • Catering

529 West Main Street
Ph: (203) 272-7297 • Fax: (203) 272-0309

www.cheshirerossini.com
Ralph & Luigi Your Hosts

DW Gem Services, LLC

Gold, Diamonds, Jewelry, Coins, Rolex, 
Sterling Silver Flatware/Holloware

•  Custom Design Your New & Old Jewelry
•  Professional Insurance  

& Estate Appraisals
• Expert Repairs

WE ARE BUYING!

CHESHIRE’S FULL 
SERVICE JEWELER

355 Highland Avenue, Cheshire
877.271.GEMS(4367) • dwgems.com  

Don Walsh • don@dwgems.com

Attorney Paul Ruszczyk
Real Estate ~ Wills

Estate Planning
203-699-9984

rctlawyer@aol.com
515 Highland Ave • Cheshire, CT 06410

Toro SushiToro Sushi Best Japanese  
Cuisine

WWW.TOROSUSHICT.COM

203-439-7976
1105 South Main St. 

Cheshire

10% OFF 
YOUR ORDER

With this coupon.  
Offer cannot be combined.

Providing: Elderly Care, Hourly,  
Companion, Live-in Caregivers, Weekends

We are taking long-term life ins  
and state cases

Reg. # HCA0000732  • 745 Osborn Rd., Naugatuck CT 06770

203-278-1436 • 475-439-3878Ewa Grzymala

Little Angels Home Care Little Angels Home Care LLCLLC

www.littleangels-homecare.com
E: littleangelshomecare48@yahoo.com

FREE Consultation
203-804-1497

Steve.spiritmindbody@gmail.com
Certified: NASM, BSHC, PBN, PNC
More information & testimonials: 

spiritmindbodyct.com

Personal Training &  
Nutritional Counseling
Holistic Life Coaching

Hi, my name is Steve Bowman and 
I’m a Recovery Coach. My goal is 
to help those suffering physically, 
mentally and/or emotionally,  
heal from the inside out. 

Steve M. Bowman
(SMB-Spirit, Mind & Body)

Parishioner


