Saint Joseph's
Monastery
Parish

3801 Old Frederick Rd. at Monastery Avenue,
Baltimore, Maryland 21229

We are a welcoming parish. \Whatever your present status in the Catholic
Church, whatever your current family or marital situation, whatever your past or present
religious affiliation, whatever your personal history, age, background, race or color,
sexual orientation, whatever your self-esteem, you are invited ,welcomed, accepted,
loved and respected by the Catholic Community of St. Joseph’s Monastery Parish.
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WEEKLE’RAYER

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 19, 2021
Sunday: Wis 2:12, 17-20/Ps 54:3-4, 5, 6-8 [6b)/)as 3:16—4:3/
Mk 9:30-37
Monday: Ezr 1:1-6/Ps 126:1b-2ab, 2c¢d-3, 4-5, 6 [3)/Lk 8:16-18
Tuesday: Eph 4:1-7, 11-13/Ps 19:2-3, 4-5 [5)/Mt 9:9-13
Wednesday: Ezr 9:5-9/Tb 13:2, 3-4a, 4befghn, 7-8 [1b]/Lk 9:1-6
Thursday: Hg 1:1-8/Ps 149:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6a and 9b [cf. 4a]/Lk 9:7-9
Friday: Hg 2:1-9/Ps 43:1, 2, 3, 4 [S)/Lk 9:18-22

Saturday: Zec 2:5-9, 14-15a/jer 31:10, 11-12ab, 13 [cf. 10d)/
Lk 9:43b-45

Next Sunday: Nm 11:25-29/Ps 19:8, 10, 12-13, 14 [9a)/Jas 5:1-6/
Mk 9:38-43, 45, 47-48

OBSERVANCES FOR THE WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 19, 2021
Sunday: 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time; Catechetical Sunday

Monday: Sts. Andrew Kim Tae-gon, Priest,
and Paul Chong Ha-sang and Companions, Martyrs

Tuesday: St. Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist
Thursday: St. Pius of Pietrelcina, Priest
Saturday: BV

Next Sunday: 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time

LIVE THE LITURGY
Inspiration for the week

What does it mean to be God's servant? In essence, it means being willing to call
the world back to its childlike innocence, showing all that a joy-filled playfulness
has a place in life. The servant of God serves to foster the Kingdom of God. God's
kingdom is not a sterile, unhappy, strict, and rigid reality. It is quite the opposite.
Itis a kingdom devoid of jealousy and selfish ambition where peace, gentleness,
mercy, and good works abound. To be a servant of this kingdom means that selfish
ambition must be set aside so that others can be first, and justice pursued at all
cost. The prayer of this kind of servant is not focused on self-advancement or need.
Rather, the servant’s prayer seeks to detach from self-concern in order to be used
by God. In this way, we who are servants can be inspired, guided, empowered, and
led by God. We can then be used to lay the cornerstones of the kingdom: faith,
hope, and love. Itis upon these that God's firm dwelling is built. Accepting this call
may place us last in the world's eyes but first in God's.
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FIRST READING
Let us condemn him to a shameful death;
for according to his own words, God will take
care of him. (Wis 2:20)
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PSALM
The Lord upholds my life. (Ps 54)
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SECOND READING

And the fruit of rightecusness Is sown in peace
for those who cultivate peace. (Jas 3:18)
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GOSPEL
“The Son of Man is to be handed over to men
and they will kill him,
and three days after his death the Son of Man will
rise,” (Mk 9:31)

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Moss ©2001,
1998, 1970 C(D. The Engiish transiation of Psolm
Responses from Lectionory for Moss © 1969, 1981,
1997, International Commission on English in the
Liturgy Corporation. Al rights reserved.
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WORSHIP & MEDITATION

CREATE A
SPACE OF

GOSPEL MEDITATION
Encourage Deeper Understanding of Scripture

There is something about being first. Whether it be first in line, first to be picked for
the team, or the first one to finish their work, great satisfaction is achieved. Our egos
love being first. It somehow sets us apart from everyone else, gives us a sense of
pride and positions us to feel better than others. When we are first, we can glory in
our efforts, skills, and achievements. Isn't that what really matters? After all, we are
taught from a very young age to be proficient, stay on top, be the best at what we do,
and win the praise and esteem of others, This is the stuff that makes us successful
and provides us with a comfortable, satisfying life.

Jesus wants none of it, All of the details we anguish over mean little to the kingdom
of God. You want to be first? Then, be a servant and welcome a child. All of this is
the opposite of our often vehement pursuits. If we are serious about following Jesus
and living the Gospel, then we must put the needs of others before our own. If we
continue to listen only to the noise of the world, we are going to continue to believe
the illusions we inherit. Those illusions come in many forms, but all have things in
common: me before you, being on top and not the bottom, us versus them, personal
security over universal harmony and peace. When are we going to learn that always
striving to be the best and first is an empty pursuit in our struggle for happiness?
While satisfying our ego with this momentary boost of esteem may feel good for a
moment, is it what we really desire?

If we can break from the world's noise and create a space of sacred silence in our
lives, we can begin to listen and see that we are being called in another direction.
What we really desire is not the bolstering of our egos but the innocence we lost
somewhere along the way. When we can be playful, joyful, and even somewhat
carefree, life is good. We want our relationships to work, a place to call home, and
to live peaceful lives with our sisters and brothers. Only a servant can do this. The
servant's prayer seeks to detach from self-concern in order to be used by God.
Rather than worrying about being first and coming out on top, we can be inspired,
guided, empowered, and led to do good works. Stop worrying about being first and
put greater energy into feeling joy.
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Prayer to St. Joseph,
Patron of the Church

St Joseph! Always be our protector.

May vour inner spirit of peace, of

silence, of good work, and of prayer for
the cause of Holy Church always be an
inspiration to us and bring us joy in union

with your blessed spouse, our most siveet

and gentle and Immaculate Mother, / &
and in the strang vet tender love

of Jesus, the glorious and
immortal King of all ages
and peoples.

Amen
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I We wish to welcome everyone to become an |
I active member of the St. Joseph's Monastery I
Parish Family!

I |
I Hello! 1 would like to become a member of St. |
| Joseph's Monastery Parish. Please send me a |
registration form as soon as possible. I

I Name:

|
Address:

I Phone:

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

(Area Code) |

| Check: |

| Change of Address |
Moving out of Parish

I |

Want Envelopes

| |

| Please cut out and drop in the Collection box or |

I mail to: |

St. Joseph's Monastery Parish Rectory

| 251 South Morley Street |

Baltimore, MD 21229 |

|

|

|

PARISH INFORMATION

PASTORAL STAFF
Rev. Michael A. Murphy, X216 ..., Pastor
Mrs. Gail Fischer,x226 GFischer@sjmp.org Religious Education
Ms. Rebecca Obniski,x235 info@sjmp.org Director of Music

PARISH STAFF
Mr. Al McGill x219 AMcgill@sjmp.org Facilities Manager
Ms. Lisa Jacobs x214 LJacobs@sjmp.org Parish Secretary

OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Thursday  9:00 AM — 3:00 PM
Friday 9:00 AM — 1:00 PM
251 S. Morley Street
Phone-410 -566-0877 Fax-410 -233-4974
E-mail: info@sjmp.org

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

| Catechesis of the Good Shepherd (ages 3-12) (9:30 a.m..- 10:40 a.m.)

Sunday School ..o, 9:30 a.m.. - 10:40 a.m.

RCIA 9:35a.m. - 10:35 a.m.
Mrs. Barbara Dawson: 443-844-1068 bid70x7@aol.com
Mrs.Mary Homans 410-299-6187 marymargarethomans@gmail.com

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE
Pastor to be notified 6 months in advance of plan date.

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
Arrangements are made with the Pastor

St. Padre Pio Powerful Healing Prayer

Heavenly Father, | thank you for loving me. | thank you for
sending your Son, Our Lord Jesus Christ, to the world to
save and to set me free. | trust in your power and grace that
sustain and restore me. Loving Father, touch me now with
your healing hands, for | believe that your will is for me to be
well in mind, body, soul and spirit. Cover me with the most
precious blood of your Son, our Lord, Jesus Christ from the
top of my head to the soles of my feet. Cast anything that
should not be in me. Root out any unhealthy and abnormal
cells. Open any blocked arteries or veins and rebuild and
replenish any damaged areas. Remove all inflammation and
cleanse any infection by the power of Jesus’ precious blood.
Let the fire of your healing love pass through my entire body
to heal and make new any diseased areas so that my body
will function the way you created it to function. Touch also
my mind and my emotion, even the deepest recesses of my
heart. Saturate my entire being with your presence, love, joy
and peace and draw me ever closer to you every moment of
my life. And Father, fill me with your Holy Spirit and empow-
er me to do your works so that my life will bring glory and
honor to your holy name. | ask this in the name of the Lord
Jesus Christ. Amen.



