Monastery

We are a welcoming parish. \Whatever your present status in the Catholic
Church, whatever your current family or marital situation, whatever your past or present
religious affiliation, whatever your personal history, age, background, race or color,
sexual orientation, whatever your self-esteem, you are invited ,welcomed, accepted,
loved and respected by the Catholic Community of St. Joseph’s Monastery Parish.

SRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

“1 URGE YOU TO REMAIN
STEADFAST IN FAITH, SO
THAT AT LAST WE WILL ALL
REACH HEAVEN AND THERE
REJOICE TOGETHER."™

ST. ANDREW KIM TAEGON




WEEKLY PRAYER
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READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF DECEMBER 12, 2021
Sunday Zep 3:14-18a/1s12:2-3, 4, 5-6 [6)/Phil 4:4-7/Lk 3:10-18

Nm 24:2-7, 15-17a/Ps 25:4-5ab, 6 and 7bc, 8-9 [4)/Mt 21:23-27
Zep 3:1-2,9-13/Ps 34:2-3,6-7,17-18, 19 and 23 [7a]/Mt 21:28-32

Wednesday: Is45:6b-8, 18, 21c-25/Ps 85:9ab and 10, 11-12, 13-14 [is
45:8/Lk 7:18b-23

Thursday: Is 54:1-10/Ps 30:2 and 4, 5-6, 11-123, and 13b [2a)/Lk 7:24-30
Friday: Gn 49:2, 8-10/Ps 72:1-2, 3-4ab, 7-8, 17 [cf. 7YyMt 1:1-17
Saturday: Jer 23:5-8/Ps 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19 [cf. 7)/Mt 1:18-25

Next Sunday: Mi5:1-4a/Ps 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19 [4)/Heb 10:5-10/Lk 1:39-45

OBSERVANCES FOR THE WEEK OF DECEMBER 12, 2021

Sunday: 3rd Sunday of Advent
Monday: St. Lucy, Virgin and Martyr
Tuesday: St. John of the Cross, Priest and Doctor of the Church

Next Sunday: 4th Sunday of Advent

LIVE THE LITURGY
Inspiration for the week

Shout for joy! When was the last time you ever felt like doing that?
Fear, uncertainty, pressure, negativity, disappointment, and myriad
other human experiences can rob us of joy. We can never predict
what life will bring. As unsettling as that can often seem, life's
unpredictability is also the very thing that allows it to be exciting
and adventuresome! We know that life can be difficult, and it is
unrealistic to expect it to be otherwise. God never promised an
easy road. But, when a person truly falls in love with God and
discovers the peacefulness and assurance of God's presence,

then a depth of understanding will be brought to everything they
do and experience. Nothing will be able to rob them of joy! When
we realize that God, the King of Israel, is in our midst and with us,
there is no further misfortune to fear. We celebrate the beauty and
wonder of God's gift of joy today as we ready ourselves, even more
excitedly, for the coming of our Savior. Do not fear and do not be
discouraged. There is a power and presence within us, our God,
who has made us, who loves us and who will keep us. What more
do we need? Rejoice!
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ST=LUCY

FEAST DAY
DECEMBER 13

SAINT OF THE WEEK

A name that means “light," St. Lucy (283 -
304) is the patron saint of those blind or
suffering with eye trouble. Not much is
known about her life, except that she was
determined to remain a virgin and thus
refused marriage. History tells the story
of a frustrated suitor who eventually
accused St. Lucy of being a Christian (at
crime at the time), and she was executed
in Syracuse, Sicily, in the year 304.

Today, we celebrate a number of
traditions that incorporate symbolic
meaning of St. Lucy as the “bearer” of
lightin the darkness of winter. This

is particularly seen in Scandinavian
countries, with their long dark winters.
There, a young girl dressed in a white
dress and a red sash (as the symbol of
martyrdom) carries palms and wears a
crown or wreath of candles on her head.
In Denmark, Norway and Sweden, girls
dressed as Lucy carry rolls and cookies in
procession as songs are sung.
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FIRST READING
The LORD, your God, is in your midst,
a mighty savior;
he will rejoice over you with gladness.
(Zep 3:17)
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PSALM
Cry out with joy and gladness: for
among you is the great and Holy One
of Israel. (Is 12:6)
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SECOND READING
The Lord is near.
Have no anxiety at all, butin
everything,
by prayer and petition, with
thanksgiving,
make your requests known to God.
(Phil 4:6)
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GOSPEL
The crowds asked John the Baptist,
“What should we do?’ (Lk 3:10)

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass £2001,
1998, 1970 CCO. The English transiation of Psalim
Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981,
1997, International Commission on English in the
Liturgy Corporation. All nghts reserved.
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GOSPEL MEDITATION
Encourage Deeper Understanding of Scripture

“From silly devotions and sour-faced saints, good Lord, deliver us!™ St. Teresa of Avila

We've all heard the adage, “Laughter is the best medicine.” In many ways, it really is. When
was the last time you really laughed? The gift of imagination allows us to see possible things
that are yet to be. Imagine a world filled with laughter. We take life too seriously sometimes.
Fear, uncertainty, pressure, negativity, disappointment, and myriad other human experiences
can rob us of the joy needed for laughter. God never promised us an easy road, and we do
have to take the course of our lives seriously. However, there is a balance to be sought and a
possible joy that can be brought even to the darkest and most challenging of encounters.

St. Therese of Lisieux reminds us that, “Joy is not found in the material objects surrounding
us but in the inner recesses of the soul. One can possess joy in a prison cell as well asin a
palace." Falling in love with God, who is present in all of creation, allows us to bring a depth
of understanding to everything we do and experience. We can more easily see above and
beyond things while pursuing the only One who can truly satisfy our hearts, When we realize
that God, the king of Israel, is in our midst and with us, there is no further misfortune to fear,
We can celebrate the wonder and beauty of God's gift of joy. Itis no wonder that many saints
radiate joy and have no reservations expressing laughter. They are happy because they have
found a pearl of great price.

We celebrate with joy today with hearts filled with expectation, wonder, awe, and beauty as
we ready ourselves, even more excitedly, for the coming of our Savior, Do not fear and do
not be discouraged. If you haven't laughed in a while, why? Something is preventing you from
expressing the magnificence of your soul and the presence of God who dwells within. God's
power and presence within us assures us that we are loved and kept in that presence. What
more Is really needed? Rejoice and laugh in the presence of God! It really is the best medicine
and a most perfect way to convince others that God is really with us, “Go ahead, laugh! Live
your life with joy and serve the Lord with laughter! Joy, with peace, is the sister of charity.
Serve the Lord with laughter." (St. Padre Pio of Pietrelcina)
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PARISH INFORMATION

PASTORAL STAFF
Rev. Michael A. Murphy, X216 ..., Pastor
Prayer to St. JOSEph, Mrs. Gail Fischer,x226 GFischer@sjmp.org Religious Education
Patron Of the Church Ms. Rebecca Obniski,x235 info@sjmp.org Director of Music

PARISH STAFF
Mr. Al McGill x219 AMcgill@sjmp.org Facilities Manager
Ms. Lisa Jacobs x214 LJacobs@sjmp.org Parish Secretary

St Joseph! Always be our protector.

May vour inner spirit of peace, of

silence, of good work, and of prayer for
the cause of Holy Church always be an
inspiration fo s and bring us joy in union

with your blessed spouse, our most sweet
and gentle and Immaculate Mother, &,

and in the strang vet tender love
of Jesus, the glorious and
immortal King of all ages

OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Thursday  9:00 AM — 3:00 PM
Friday 9:00 AM — 1:00 PM
251 S. Morley Street
Phone-410 -566-0877 Fax-410 -233-4974
E-mail: info@sjmp.org

B propls. RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Amen ; Catechesis of the Good Shepherd (ages 3-12) (9:30 a.m..- 10:40 a.m.)

~Pope St. John ol Sunday School ...........cccooiiiiiii 9:30 a.m.. - 10:40 a.m.
RCIA e 9:35a.m. - 10:35 a.m.

ous |

Mrs. Barbara Dawson: 443-844-1068 bid70x7@aol.com
Mrs.Mary Homans 410-299-6187 marymargarethomans@gmail.com

————————————— SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE

I We wish to welcome everyone to become an | it .
| active member of the St. Joseph's Monastery y Pastor to be notified 6 months in advance of plan date.

I Parish Family! I SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

I Hello! | would like to become a member of St. | Arrangements are made with the Pastor

Joseph's Monastery Parish. Please send me aj
registration form as soon as possible.

| PASTOR
I Name: Father Michael Murphy
IAddress:
| CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST
| Saturday Vigil 4:00 p.m.
I Sunday Masses 8:30 a.m. &
11:00 a.m. (Family Liturgy)
| Daily Mass  8:00 a.m. Monday-Thursday
: Phone: SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK
(Area Code) If you or a family member is ill or anticipating surgery, please
I Check: contact the Pastor to be anointed.

I Moving out of Parish Saturday 3:00 - 3:45 PM
Want Envelopes

| INCLEMENT WEATHER POLICY

| Please cut out and drop in the Collection boxor|]  T0O assure the safety of our parishioners and our parish office

j mail to: staff our winter related closings will be as follows: There will be
St. Joseph's Monastery Parish Rectory NO daily mass if Baltimore County Schools are closed or

| 251 South Morley Street delayed in opening. If Baltimore County Schools are closed,

1 EEIMEITE, (10 21228 the parish office will also be closed. If Baltimore County

| Schools are delayed in opening the parish office will open at

I 10:00 am. Our primary concern is to keep everyone safe.

| Thank you.
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