
Parish Staff 
Rev.Thomas J Cieslikowski, Administrator  
Ken Ewaskie, Senior Deacon 
Mrs. Alese Kummer,   Business Manager 
Denny McNamara, Cemetery Director 
Debi Durette,     Coordinator of Religious Education 
Glenn Durette,   Director of Music (Good Shepherd) 
Mark Silva,         Director of Music (St Augustine) 
Art Paquette,      Building and Grounds (St Augustine) 
Frank Parda,      Building and Grounds (Good Shepherd)

Parish Website www.stnicholasct.org 
Email - stnicholasct@comcast.net 

Telephone 203-888-9243 - Fax 203-888-6016

Baptisms 
Registration is required. 
Please call the rectory office. 
Marriages 
Please contact rectory office at least 
six months in advance.

Office of Vocations 
Phone: 860-242-5573 
Web site: www.vocationshartford.org 
Sick Calls 
We are happy and honored to visit the sick 
or homebound.

   Saint 
   Nicholas 
      Parish 
       November 15, 2020 

Seymour, Connecticut

Rectory Office Hours

St. Augustine Mon. & Wed. 8am - 10:00am

Good Shepherd

Mon. & Wed 10:30am - 4:30pm

Tue. Thur. 8am - 4:30pm

Fri. 8am - 1pm

Church of the Good Shepherd 
135 Mountain Road  

Vigil Mass Saturday 4:30 pm 
Sunday Mass:  11:00 am 

Weekdays (M,T,W,Th,) 9:00 am 
Sat.Confession 3:30 - 4:00 pm

St. Augustine Church 
35 Washington Ave  

Sunday Mass 9:30 am 
Handicap Accessible Side Entrance 
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Weekly Church Calendar

November 
 2020 St Augustine Good 

Shepherd

In Memory of 

Marilyn 
Cigas

Available

In Memory of 

James	Wityak

In Memory of 

Jachimowski & 
Gioielli 

Families

Available Available 
Communion 

Hosts

 
Altar Wine

 
SANCTUARY 

LAMP

Date Time Intention Requested By:

Sat. Nov. 14 
Good Shepherd 4:30pm ✝  Etolo Gramolini 

Anniversary of Death
Gramolini Family

Sun. Nov. 15 
St Augustine 9:30am ✝  Barrett & ✝  Belske 

Families
Ann & Walter Belske

Sun. Nov. 15 
Good Shepherd 11:00am ✝  Andy Karlak Karen & Fred Oko

Mon. Nov. 16 
Good Shepherd 9:00am St. Nicholas Parishioners

Tue. Nov. 17 
Good Shepherd 9:00am ✝  Paul Proch 

6th Anniversary 
Wife Delores & 

Family Rosary after Mass

Wed. Nov. 18 
Good Shepherd 9:00am ✝  Lucy Devlin  Montefusco Family

Thu. Nov. 19 
Good Shepherd 9:00am ✝  Lisa Hoppe Larry Hoppe Father

Fri. Nov. 20 No Mass 

Sat. Nov. 21 
Good Shepherd 4:30pm Mass Available

Second Collection 
Campaign for 

Human 
Development

Sun. Nov. 22 
St Augustine 9:30am ✝  Marilyn Cigas Tom Cigas

Sun. Nov. 22 
Good Shepherd 11:00am ✝  Basso & ✝  Cortello Family Family

Can Catholics Gamble? 

Question: The Bible says that Jesus condemned gambling, but I notice that so 
many parishes have them at festivals and other events. What’s correct? 
Answer: 
Although Jesus speaks of our relationship with material wealth and the very 
human struggle with greed, the gospels do not include any specific instructions 
related to gambling. At the same time, the Church is very sensitive to the 
needs of those who might struggle with an addiction to gambling, and pastoral 
care should always be offered to those who struggle with this reality in their 
life. 
While it is true that many parish or school communities include gambling or 
games of chance in festivals and fundraisers (e.g. bingo, roulette, ring tossing, 
dunking booths, etc.), there is nothing inherently wrong these sorts of events, 
given they are played fairly and within the limits of reason are not morally 
objectionable. As the Catechism of the Catholic Church reminds us: “Games of 
chance (card games, etc.) or wagers are not in themselves contrary to justice. 
They become morally unacceptable when they deprive someone of what is 
necessary to provide for his needs and those of others” (no. 2413). 
As in all things, moderation and a sense of healthy limits should be applied to 
gambling and games of chance. For those who find themselves living with 
addiction to gambling, help is available in various 12-step and addiction 
recovery program -LPI
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Please Note:  
That we are only reporting first name and initial of last name. We ask 
that if you have a name (1st name and 1st initial of last name) that 
you would like on the list, you must call the rectory (203-888-2081 - 
St. Augustine or 203-888-9243 - Good Shepherd) and resubmit the 
name.  The name will stay on for 2 months and then be removed 
unless their name is resubmitted.  Using this method we can keep 
names current.  Thank you for your cooperation.

Please pray for the health and wholeness in body, mind and 
spirit for:

Bob S Terry A Milton G Arnie R Barbara R

Linda B Gerald A Sandy M A K Charles H

Fernando P Diane S. Peggy O Ron F Louie A

Jim H Bob B Patricia T Suzanne M Elaine B

Jane W Doreen O  Maggie D

Readings for the week of November 15, 2020 
Sunday: Prv 31:10-13, 19-20, 30-31/Ps 
128:1-2, 3, 4-5 [cf. 1a]/1 Thes 5:1-6/Mt 
25:14-30 or 25:14-15, 19-21 
Monday: Rv 1:1-4; 2:1-5/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6 
[Rev 2:17]/Lk 18:35-43 
Tuesday: Rv 3:1-6, 14-22/Ps 15:2-3a, 
3bc-4ab, 5 [Rev 3:21]/Lk 19:1-10 
Wednesday: Rv 4:1-11/Ps 150:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6 
[1b]/Lk 19:11-28 
Thursday: Rv 5:1-10/Ps 149:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6a 
and 9b [Rev 5:10]/Lk 19:41-44 
Friday: Rv 10:8-11/Ps 119:14, 24, 72, 103, 
111, 131 [103a]/Lk 19:45-48 
Saturday: Rv 11:4-12/Ps 144:1b, 2, 9-10 [1b]/
Lk 20:27-40 
Next Sunday: Ez 34:11-12, 15-17/Ps 23:1-2, 
2-3, 5-6 [1]/1 Cor 15:20-26, 28/Mt 25:31-46

GROW AS A DISCIPLE | PRAY, STUDY, ENGAGE, SERVE  
I’m bemused by the servant in today’s Gospel who basically buries the single 
talent that was entrusted to him. (A talent was an ancient measuring unit of 
weight for silver and gold.) Meanwhile, the other two wisely invested the talents 
entrust- ed to them, and doubled their money. Building on last week’s Gospel 
which showed those who were prepared to meet the bridegroom were invited 
into the wedding feast, this parable challenges us to realize that the invitation to 
the feast is the beginning, not the end. We are not to rest comfortably with what 
we have been given – the gift of faith – but to invest in the Kingdom, and to build 
on that gift of faith. For example, we may have a palpable experience of God’s 
presence at a retreat or through Eucharistic adoration. However, if that goes no 
further than being buried as a memory or feel-good experience, we are no better 
than the wicked, lazy servant. Faith is a gift intended to be put into practice and 
shared. When we invest in it through the sacraments, serving others, and read- 
ing the Scriptures, our faith will continue to grow.  
GO EVANGELIZE 
PRAYER, INVITATION, WITNESS, ACCOMPANIMENT  
So, I’m a bit of a hoarder. I cling to mementoes of days past, whether it’s my 
son’s first plastic Playskool vacuum (sold at a garage sale by my husband, but 
that’s another story), a book given to me by a friend, or a treasured letter. I admit 
I relate to the servant who buried his money for fear he’d lose it. Sometimes I 
think I cling to memories – relationships and experiences that are important to 
me – and fail to invest in what makes those memories valuable. A similar 
dynamic can happen with our faith and our friendship with Jesus. We can go 

through the motions without giving it much thought. Today’s Gospel challenges us to seek opportunities to 
grow in our faith and “make new memories” with Jesus – to invest in building the kingdom of God, whether 
that’s inviting a friend to Mass, returning to the Eucharist ourselves, or spending more time with Scripture. By 
putting our faith into action in this way, we cannot only grow in our faith, but invite others to come along with us 
on the journey.  
ENCOUNTER Find a Eucharistic adoration chapel near you and spend some time with Christ. Thank Jesus 
for the blessings in your life. Bring him your needs. Ask Jesus to give you his grace that you might grow in 
union with him.
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Well Done, My Good and Faithful Servant! 
This Sunday's Gospel reading reminds us not to bury the gifts that God has given 
us. To do so is to be a "wicked, lazy servant!" 
Ouch. 
We all have at least one buried talent. There's more we could be doing for the 
kingdom of God, but we think: "Not me. I'm not gifted enough" or "Someone else 
can do it better than I can" or "God can't be telling me to do that" or "I don't have the 
time, the financial resources, the know-how, or good enough health" or "I'm retired 
now and I've been waiting a long time to finally focus on my own desires." 
There's no holy excuse for wasting anything good that God has given us, but sadly it 

happens quite often, because we don't realize how necessary our talents are for the Church and our joint mission of 
spreading Christ's influence upon the world. 
What's pushing your gifts and talents aside? What's interfering with your usefulness to the kingdom of God? Now is the 
time to open wide your potential and release your talents into God's plans! 
We are all gifted "enough" to make a difference for God's kingdom, because our abilities come from him. We're his 
servants, and it's up to him, not us, to decide what we're capable of doing. Even the homebound and the bedridden 
have a divine purpose that can be accomplished in their circumstances and sufferings. Often, these precious people 
are very powerful prayer warriors and have some of the soundest wisdom on earth. 
Have you ever been challenged by the question: "If God is so good, why does he allow evil to happen?" The answer is: 
It's not God that allows it. It's we who allow it! We are the Body of Christ on earth. We are his hands and feet and vocal 
chords and embracing arms. Jesus truly wants to make our world more heavenly, but too many of us have seemingly 
good reasons to bury the gifts that could make a difference. Indeed, this is wicked laziness! 
Questions for Personal Reflection: 
What good have you done? Hear God assuring you: "Well done, my good and faithful servant! Since you were faithful 
in small matters, I will give you greater responsibilities. Come, share your Master's joy!" What "greater responsibilities" 
can you say yes to by offering the gifts that he's provided to you? What's stopping you from saying yes? 
Questions for Community Faith Sharing: 
How would you recommend, based on your own experiences, that Christians invest the gifts of God? How do you 
identify (1) your giftedness and (2) God's purpose for it? 
© 2020 Terry Modica, Catholic Digital Resources, www.catholicdr.com. Printed by permission.

Religious Education 2020-2021 

Even during this time of uncertainty, Saint Nicholas Parish will still have religious education instruction.  It will, 
however, be very different from previous years.  We will not be able to hold classes at Seymour High School 
for Grades 1-8 due to the inability of following required safety protocols for cleaning, small cohorts, and social 
distancing that is necessary to keep everyone safe. 

Because of this, we are asking you, the parents/guardians of our students, to help them at home.  We can 
assist you through the use of an assigned textbook provided when you register them.   We would also give you 
the appropriate “Unit Quiz” which can be used as a traditional quiz, as an open book quiz, or as a guide to help 
your children) focus on the most important information of the unit.  We just ask that you return these completed 
“quizzes” to us and pick up the next unit quiz. 

To adhere to the guidelines of social distancing, we will be stationed in the Fr. Keane Hall at Good Shepherd 
on Saturday mornings, 9:30 AM – 11 AM.  This hall is in the back of the church.  Please come in, wearing a 
mask, to register and receive the textbook and Unit 1 Quiz.  
  
The following list are the initial dates for registration/pick-up of supplies: 
              11/14/20; 11/21/20; 12/5/20; 12/12/20; 12/19/20 
Additional Saturday dates for 2021 will be posted at a later time.  Please note that snow/ice would cancel the 
affected Saturday. 
Confirmation 2021: 
Please watch the Confirmation link on the website for information about the start of instruction for the new 
class. If you have any questions, please call Debi or Glenn Durette at  203-735-3190. 
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In  an effort to keep in touch with the good parishioners of Saint Nicholas Parish, I have 
decided to write a weekly column to keep in touch.  I will focus on the Gospel readings and 
any Church events for you! These parish updates will be e-mailed to the Parish E-mail list 

on Monday afternoons.   
I encourage you not to forget about God during these trying times. Reading the Bible and even 
watching the Mass on TV are wonderful ways to keep our relationship with God close. 
Know that I pray for all of you when I say my Masses.  May God Bless all of you! 

Father Tom

Wish  Tree  Labels  
Wish Tree Labels are available in the back of Good Shepherd Church & St. Augustine Church for items for 
the Wish Tree.  PLEASE use these same labels on your wrapped gift as they are color-coded to help 
facilitate distribution to different organizations.  Please purchase items requested.  PLEASE have as many 
gifts as possible to The church of the Good Shepherd  by December 13th.  NEW ITEMS ONLY.  THE 
ABSOLUTE DEADLINE  is December 20th.  Any questions call Carmie Potash - 203-888-5396.  Thank you.

It will be 2 years in December that we had our CPR recertification session. We will have our 
recertification on December 8, 2020 at 6:00PM at St. Augustine Church hall.The price is $25 for 
the class paid the the night of the class.  Both St. Augustine and Good Shepard Churches have 
AED's and having trained CPR parishioners is a must.  Hopefully we can have 8-10 parishioners 
step forward to take the class. If you are interested in taking the class please call me at 
203-888-9205.   
Thank you in advance for your interest in this program, 
Carol Soisson,  Parish Nurse 

A ” lifer”   Father Tom Cieslikowski, Administrator of St. Nicholas Parish in Seymour, describes 

himself as a “lifer." "I always wanted to be a priest," he says. "Ever since a priest came into our class at 
Holy Trinity School in Erie, Pa., and asked how many boys were going to be priests and two of us raised 
our hands.” The oldest of four children, he entered St. Mark's Seminary in ninth 
grade with the encouragement of his parents, Tom and Alice, who raised their 
children to be devout Catholics. "We never missed church on Sunday," he recalls. 
"It was filled with my relatives. I would turn around and see all my cousins 
there.” He went to St. Mary's Seminary in Baltimore, Md., but took time off to earn 
a degree in history from Penn State. He later entered Christ the King Seminary in 
Buffalo, N.Y., before coming to the Archdiocese of Hartford where he was 
ordained on July 2, 1988, and assigned to St. Thomas Church in Southington. 
"I've always had a lot of energy and I love doing what I’m doing," he says. One of 
his trademarks has been his children’s liturgy, where he uses a Teddy Bear to tell 
stories. "I've never regretted becoming a priest," Father Cieslikowski says. "I'm like a good bottle of 
wine. The archdiocese imported me, and I only get better with age."

A couple of weeks ago I wrote in my blog that the carillon at Church of the Good Shepherd 
was back up and “singing”. As with most modern electronic equipment, it came with a hefty 
price. I was reluctant to take on a major expense during the pandemic. I was approached by 
a parishioner and was asked what was needed to get the carillon back up and running. After 
talking to his wife, Stanley and Phyllis Jachimowski decided to donate the funds to the 
church to get the bells up and running. The carillon is a vast improvement over what we 
had. I am very grateful to the Jachimowskis for such a size-able donation. May God bless 
them for their dedication to the church.
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 Cindy Baxter - Realtor®
  Parishioner for 36 Years, Five Star Realtor for 7 years! 

 The finest compliment I can receive is a referral, Thank you!

 Cell: (203) 214-9487
 cindy.baxter@yahoo.com
 Home Office - Seymour
 Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated

DAYTON CAMBRA, DDS
Family and Cosmetic Dentistry

Dental Implants and Invisalign

(203) 888-4561(203) 888-4561
245 West St., Rt. 67 • Seymour, CT

CONCEPTIONAL CONCEPTIONAL 
LANDSCAPE SERVICESLANDSCAPE SERVICES

203-734-2825
290 Roosevelt Dr., 

Seymour

800-637-2239
• Heating Oil, Air Conditioning 

Sales & Service
• Propane

• Household Plumbing
• Energy Audits

• Chimney Services
• Natural Gas Service

www.hoffmanfuel.com

HOD #.366 or .99

RALPH NOEL
BUILDING & REMODELING

All Size Jobs, Kitchens, 
Baths, Laminate Flooring,

Additions & More
Licensed & Insured

203-605-8972

475.777.5366
retrogrubandpub.com

OFFERING 10% OFF
THE PURCHASE OF 2 ENTREES
OR A LARGE SPECIALTY PIZZA

Weekly Lunch & Dinner Specials
Banquet Room and Catering Trays Available
ASK ABOUT OUR SENIOR DISCOUNTS 
8 7  E L I Z A B E T H  S T . ,  D E R B Y

161 West Church St.

888-2538
Since 1952Since 1952

“Pledging To Serve As We Would Be Served” “Pledging To Serve As We Would Be Served” 
Burial - Cremation • Pre-Need & Title 19 Trusts

Monuments • Free Bereavement Library 
Franklyn E. Hull • Jane M. HullFranklyn E. Hull • Jane M. Hull • John P. Stavola, L.E., L.F.D.
Obituaries & Virtual Tour Online. Go To www.hullfh.com

\(203) 888-3000 • www.falcionipainting.net

Attorneys At LAw

Fred Stanek
Teodosio Stanek, LLc

481 OXFORD ROAD, OXFORD

881- 3600

Carl J. Miller III
Director

Kurt Miller
Director

M
   W

Pre-Planned Funeral ArrangementsPre-Planned Funeral Arrangements
– Parishioners –

Miller-Ward     Funeral Home
& Cremation Services

Family Owned
 Route 67, Seymour 
 203-888-2021

Title 19
Funeral Planning

Nickie O’Toole Realty LLC
Life-long Local Resident 

Serving Fairfield and New Haven Counties
Home Office: 203-888-3921  
realestate@nickieotoole.com

I Don’t Just List Property, I Sell it!
Nickie DiDio O’Toole  |  Owner/Broker

DENTIST
Nagesh D. Shrestha, DDS

Accepting New Patients
300 Bank St.,

(Rt. 67) Seymour, CT

(203) 888-0700
Evening & Saturday appointments available

Participate with Many Insurances

Contact Mary Hoffman to place an ad today! 
mhoffman@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6340

Anthony V. Chepulis Funeral HomeAnthony V. Chepulis Funeral Home

Funeral & Cremation Services
Licensed DirectorsLicensed Directors: : Anne R Chepulis • Paul N. Warren, Ph.D.

Funeral AssistantFuneral Assistant: Joseph J. Rogalis: Joseph J. Rogalis
47 Washington Ave., Seymour, CT 06483

203-888-3812  |  chepulisfuneralhome.com203-888-3812  |  chepulisfuneralhome.com

DAVIS OIL 
COMPANY INC.
“The Heating Service That Pleases”

Family Owned & Operated
Oil Company

PO BOx 8116, New HaveN, CT 06513

203-734-6142
HOD.1160

75th

aNNiversaryaNNiversary
1941 - 2016

This Space 
is Available

Open House Specials!!
Please visit our cemeteries during our Fall Open House Program.  Stop in and speak with our 
Family Service Advisors from 9 AM to 2 PM, get a tour of the park and take advantage of our 

Open House Special Offers just for those who visit during the following schedule:

Saturday October 31, 2020
Mt. St. Benedict Cemetery - 1 Cottage Grove Rd. Bloomfield, CT
St. Francis Cemetery - 863 South Main St. Torrington, CT
Mt. St. Peter Cemetery - 219 New Haven Ave. Derby, CT
St. Lawrence Cemetery - 280 Derby Ave. West Haven, CT

Saturday October 24, 2020
St. Mary Cemetery - 1141 Stanley St. New Britain, CT
All Saints Cemetery - 700 Middletown Ave. North Haven, CT
Mt. Olivet Cemetery - 669 Platt Rd. Watertown, CT

The Catholic Cemeteries Association  
of the Archdiocese of Hartford, Inc.


