
Parish Staff 
Rev.Thomas J Cieslikowski, Administrator  
Ken Ewaskie, Senior Deacon 
Mrs. Alese Kummer,   Business Manager 
Denny McNamara, Cemetery Director 
Debi Durette,     Coordinator of Religious Education 
Glenn Durette,   Director of Music (Good Shepherd) 
Mark Silva,         Director of Music (St Augustine) 
Art Paquette,      Building and Grounds (St Augustine) 
Frank Parda,      Building and Grounds (Good Shepherd)

Parish Website www.stnicholasct.org 
Email - stnicholasct@comcast.net 

Telephone 203-888-9243 - Fax 203-888-6016

Baptisms 
Registration is required. 
Please call the rectory office. 
Marriages 
Please contact rectory office at least 
six months in advance.

Office of Vocations 
Phone: 860-242-5573 
Web site: www.vocationshartford.org 
Sick Calls 
We are happy and honored to visit the sick 
or homebound.

   Saint 
   Nicholas 
      Parish 
       January 3, 2021 

Seymour, Connecticut

Rectory Office Hours

St. Augustine Mon. & Wed. 8am - 10:00am

Good Shepherd

Mon. & Wed 10:30am - 4:30pm

Tue. Thur. 8am - 4:30pm

Fri. 8am - 1pm

Church of the Good Shepherd 
135 Mountain Road  

Vigil Mass Saturday 4:30 pm 
Sunday Mass:  11:00 am 

Weekdays (M,T,W,Th,) 9:00 am 
Sat.Confession 3:30 - 4:00 pm

St. Augustine Church 
35 Washington Ave  

Sunday Mass 9:30 am 
Handicap Accessible Side Entrance 
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Weekly Church Calendar

January 
 2021 St Augustine Good 

Shepherd

Available Available

Not Available

In Memory of 

Jachimowski & 
Gioielli 

Families

Available Available
 

Communion 
Hosts

 
Altar Wine

 
SANCTUARY 

LAMP

Date Time Intention Requested By:

Sat. Jan. 2 
Good Shepherd 4:30pm ✝  Edna & ✝  Edward Fiftal

Jackie Grosberg 
Marilyn Milter

Sun. Jan. 3 
St Augustine 9:30am ✝  Al Yagovane Bill & Pat Wilkin 

Sun. Jan. 3 
Good Shepherd 11:00am ✝  Ann & ✝  George Sember Sue & Laura

Mon. Jan. 4 
Good Shepherd 9:00am Mass Available 

Tue. Jan. 5 
Good Shepherd 9:00am Mass Available Rosary after Mass

Wed. Jan. 6 
Good Shepherd 9:00am Mass Available 

Thu. Jan. 7 
St. Augustine 9:00am St. Nicholas Parishioners

Fri. Jan. 8 
Good Shepherd No Mass

Sat. Jan. 9 
Good Shepherd 4:30pm Mass Available 

Sun. Jan. 10 
St Augustine 9:30am ✝  Al Yagovane Don & Cindy Baxter

Sun. Jan. 10 
Good Shepherd 11:00am Mass Available 

We are happy to welcome you back to St. 
Nicholas Parish.  For the near future each 
weekend Mass will be limited to 100 
Parishioners for The Church of the Good 
Shepherd and 50 Parishioners for St. 
Augustine. You must register to attend the 
Mass of your choice. 
Registration is now available on the 
Parish website. 
http://stnicholasct.org/latest-news/  
is on a first-come, first-served basis. No walk-ins are permitted at the door.  
Please sign up for only one Mass. When you select a Mass time, hit “Submit 
and Sign-Up” at the bottom of the page and you will be directed to a page 
where you will fill out your name, and the number in your party. Then hit “Sign 
Up Now." You will receive a confirmation email.  
The sign up Process to Attend a Mass must be done each week. 
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Please Note:  
That we are only reporting first name and initial of last name. We ask 
that if you have a name (1st name and 1st initial of last name) that 
you would like on the list, you must call the rectory (203-888-2081 - 
St. Augustine or 203-888-9243 - Good Shepherd) and resubmit the 
name.  The name will stay on for 2 months and then be removed 
unless their name is resubmitted.  Using this method we can keep 
names current.  Thank you for your cooperation.

Please pray for the health and wholeness in body, mind and 
spirit for:

Bob S Terry A Milton G Arnie R Barbara R

Linda B Gerald A Sandy M A K Charles H

Fernando P Diane S. Peggy O Ron F Louie A

Jim H Bob B Patricia T Suzanne M Elaine B

Jane W Doreen O  Maggie D Barbara O Tiffany S

Readings for the week of January 3, 2021 
Sunday: Is 60:1-6/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13 
[cf. 11]/Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12 
Monday: 1 Jn 3:22—4:6/Ps 2:7bc-8, 10-12a 
[8ab]/Mt 4:12-17, 23-25 
Tuesday: 1 Jn 4:7-10/Ps 72:1-2, 3-4, 7-8 [cf. 
11]/Mk 6:34-44 
Wednesday: 1 Jn 4:11-18/Ps 72:1-2, 10, 12-13 
[cf. 11]/Mk 6:45-52 
Thursday: 1 Jn 4:19—5:4/Ps 72:1-2, 14 and 
15bc, 17 [cf. 11]/Lk 4:14-22a 
Friday: 1 Jn 5:5-13/Ps 147:12-13, 14-15, 19-20 
[12a]/Lk 5:12-16 
Saturday: 1 Jn 5:14-21/Ps 149:1-2, 3-4, 5 and 
6a and 9b [cf. 4a]/Jn 3:22-30 
Next Sunday: Is 42:1-4, 6-7/Ps 29:1-2, 3-4, 3, 
9-10 [11b]/Acts 10:34-38/Mk 1:7-11 or Is 
55:1-11/Is 12:2-3, 4bcd, 5-6 [3)]/1 Jn 5:1-9/Mk 
1:7-11 

The Epiphany of the Lord  
GROW AS A DISCIPLE | PRAY, STUDY, ENGAGE, SERVE  
The Christmas tree has become a fire hazard, shedding needles everywhere. 
The kids have cast aside their new toys. Perhaps we’ve overspent this holiday 
season and are vaguely anxious about the bills. The bookmark in our Advent 
devotional is stuck at Dec. 9, and we’ve already blown a couple New Year’s 
resolutions. And yet, the words of prophet Isaiah shake us out of our doldrums: 
“Rise up in splendor, Jerusalem! Your light has come, the glory of the Lord 
shines upon you ... Raise your eyes and look about.” Freed from the busy- ness 
of the holiday season, we get a kind of do-over. Even on the grayest of winter 
days, Christ’s light breaks through in this new year and presents new 
opportunities to open ourselves to the activity of the Holy Spirit acting in our 
lives. Let us pray for the grace to recognize it.  
GO EVANGELIZE 
PRAYER, INVITATION, WITNESS, ACCOMPANIMENT  
I love the feast of the Epiphany because I went into labor with my oldest son that 
night; he came into the world on a rainy, blustery Monday morning in 1998. I 
remember the joy my healthy baby boy brought to me and my husband, his 
grandmas, aunts, uncles and cousins. Imagine the joy the Wise Men must have 
felt when they followed that star and saw baby Jesus for the first time! They 
praised the Christ Child with their gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. God still 
dwells among us today, and the Light of Christ beckons us all to follow it. As we 
bless our homes this Epiphany and pray, “ May all who enter this home find 
Christ’s light and love,” let us witness to God’s presence in our homes and in our 
hearts by offering Christ our very own gifts – of our lives and our abiding faith in 
him.  
PRAY the Blessing of the Home and Household: “The Word became flesh and 
made his dwelling place among us. It is Christ who enlightens our hearts and 
homes with his love. May all who enter this home find Christ’s light and love.”  
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Chastisement vs. Punishment 
Question:  
What is the difference between a chastisement and a punishment? 
Answer: 
The distinction between chastisement and punishment is, in many ways, a subtle one, but which is still relevant in our 
Catholic tradition.  
First, chastisement is a concept that is grounded in Sacred Scripture. Here, we see chastisement as a response by God 
to people’s actions that is intended to teach a lesson. As St. John Paul II observed, “chastisement appears to be … a kind 
of divine pedagogy, in which the last word is reserved to mercy: He scourges and then shows mercy, casts down to the 
depths of the nether world, and he brings up from the great abyss” (Tobit 13:2). The idea here is that in order to capture 
our attention or to highlight how we have not lived out our covenant-relationship with God as we should, there are times 
when God uses events in life to draw us back to the quality of relationship or faith that we should have.  
The concept of punishment, however, has a different sense. The Catechism of the Church observes that punishment is 
the consequence of a damaging action that “has the primary aim of redressing the disorder” and to protect the community 
and the common good from further damage or harm (see no. 2266). Although we always hope that someone who is being 
punished for a crime or some other harmful action will learn from their actions, punishment isn’t necessarily intended to 
teach a lesson in the same way that a chastisement is.  
Ultimately, how we make the distinction between chastisement and punishment is a matter of discernment. As with almost 
everything in life, our experiences can be an opportunity for grace — or for something less — depending on how open we 
are to recognizing the movement of God’s Spirit within them.  

©LPi

Epiphany is a celebration of the adoration of magi from the East who sought and found 
Christ the newborn king. 
The Greek word "magi" meant oriental scientists. Also called astrologers, their worship 
of Jesus does not validate astrology, which assigns power over us to stars and planets; 
rather, it validates that Jesus was born to bring salvation to all, Gentiles as well as Jews. 
Their arrival at the manger demonstrates that Jesus was born for the sake of all who 
recognize that only God should have power over us. Jesus was born to free us from sin 
and all other forces that control us. 
The magi also demonstrate that gift-giving is a normal part of worship. Their gift of gold 
honored Jesus as king. Their gift of incense honored Jesus as God. And their gift of 
myrrh honored the gift that Jesus would eventually give to us: his death. He was born to 
sacrifice his life for us. He took to the cross our sins, and then his resurrection destroyed 
the power of sin and the power of demons who tempt us to sin. 
The gifts of the magi become gifts that we all give to Jesus: Gold represents our 
righteousness, which Christ's kingship over our lives makes possible so that we become 
more and more saintly each day. Incense represents our prayers going up to God - 

prayers that involve giving God the gift of our trust. And myrrh is the gift of suffering for 
Christ: the sacrifices we make for the sake of his ongoing mission of transforming our world. 
The word "epiphany" means a moment of discovery, a revelation that changes our lives. Did the magi have an epiphany 
about Jesus when they came into his presence? Did they realize that they were looking at the Savior of the world? Did 
they want this little baby to save them from their own sins? 
We can safely assume that they never forgot about their trip to Bethlehem. Surely they kept their ears open for news about 
him as the years went by. Probably they heard about the King of the Jews who was crucified. 
We know that they in fact became very saintly Christians; their relics still exist and have been venerated since very early 
times. 
What about you and me? Will we remember Jesus in some new way this year? Will our worship of him transform us? Will 
the power of sin be defeated by our faith in Christ when we face temptations? 
Hopefully, we have been changed this Advent and Christmas Season by a new rebirth of Jesus into our lives and - through 
our lives - out into the world. 
Questions for Personal Reflection: 
What's the gold you're giving to Jesus? What is your incense? What is your myrrh? 
Questions for Community Faith Sharing: 
Describe an epiphany you have had during this past Advent and the Season of Christmas. How will you take this out to 
others so that they, too, experience Christ more completely? 
© 2021 Terry Modica, Catholic Digital Resources, www.catholicdr.com. Printed by permission.
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In  an effort to keep in touch with the good parishioners of Saint Nicholas Parish, I have 
decided to write a weekly column to keep in touch.  I will focus on the Gospel readings and 
any Church events for you! These parish updates will be e-mailed to the Parish E-mail list 

on Monday afternoons.   
I encourage you not to forget about God during these trying times. Reading the Bible and even 
watching the Mass on TV are wonderful ways to keep our relationship with God close. 
Know that I pray for all of you when I say my Masses.  May God Bless all of you! 

Father Tom

Religious Education - 2021 
Even during this time of uncertainty, Saint Nicholas Parish will still have religious education instruction.  It will, however, be 
very different from previous years.  We will not be able to hold classes at Seymour High School for Grades 1-8 due to the 
inability of following required safety protocols for cleaning, small cohorts, and social distancing that is necessary to keep 
everyone safe. 

Because of this, we are asking you, the parents/guardians of our students, to help them 
at home.  We can assist you through the use of an assigned textbook provided when you 
register them.   We would also give you the appropriate “Unit Quiz” which can be used as 
a traditional quiz, as an open book quiz, or as a guide to help your children focus on the 
most important information of the unit.  We just ask that you return these completed 
“quizzes” to us and pick up the next unit quiz. 

To adhere to the guidelines of social distancing, we will be stationed in the Fr. Keane Hall 
at Good Shepherd on Saturday mornings, 9:30 AM – 11 AM.  This hall is in the back of the church.  Please come in, 
wearing a mask, to register and receive the textbook and Unit 1 Quiz.  
The following list are the initial dates for registration/pick-up of supplies: 
              1/9/21; 1/16/21; 1/23/21; 1/30/21; 2/6/21 
Additional Saturday dates for 2021 will be posted at a later time.  Please note that snow/ice would cancel the affected 
Saturday. 
Confirmation 2021: 
Please watch the Confirmation link on the website for information about the start of instruction for the new class. If you 
have any questions, please call Debi or Glenn Durette at  203-735-3190.

The water supply has been 
shut-off and all related 
buckets and hoses have  
been removed. We ask, for 
safety reasons, that when 
there is snow or ice on the 
ground that you NOT enter 
the cemetery, the Cemetery 
will be closed 

We DO NOT plow any of the 
driveways or the roads and, being on a hill, 
travel can become extremely dangerous. We 
thank you for your understanding.

It will be 2 years in December that we had our CPR recertification session. We will have our 
recertification on January 12, 2020 at 6:00PM at St. Augustine Church hall.The price is $25 for the 
class paid the the night of the class.  Both St. Augustine and Good Shepard Churches have AED's 
and having trained CPR parishioners is a must.  Hopefully we can have 8-10 parishioners step 
forward to take the class. If you are interested in taking the class please call me at 203-888-9205.   
Thank you in advance for your interest in this program, 
Carol Soisson,  Parish Nurse 
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 Cindy Baxter - Realtor®
  Parishioner for 36 Years, Five Star Realtor for 7 years! 

 The finest compliment I can receive is a referral, Thank you!

 Cell: (203) 214-9487
 cindy.baxter@yahoo.com
 Home Office - Seymour
 Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated

DAYTON CAMBRA, DDS
Family and Cosmetic Dentistry

Dental Implants and Invisalign

(203) 888-4561(203) 888-4561
245 West St., Rt. 67 • Seymour, CT

CONCEPTIONAL CONCEPTIONAL 
LANDSCAPE SERVICESLANDSCAPE SERVICES

203-734-2825
290 Roosevelt Dr., 

Seymour

800-637-2239
• Heating Oil, Air Conditioning 

Sales & Service
• Propane

• Household Plumbing
• Energy Audits

• Chimney Services
• Natural Gas Service

www.hoffmanfuel.com

HOD #.366 or .99

RALPH NOEL
BUILDING & REMODELING

All Size Jobs, Kitchens, 
Baths, Laminate Flooring,

Additions & More
Licensed & Insured

203-605-8972

475.777.5366
retrogrubandpub.com

OFFERING 10% OFF
THE PURCHASE OF 2 ENTREES
OR A LARGE SPECIALTY PIZZA

Weekly Lunch & Dinner Specials
Banquet Room and Catering Trays Available
ASK ABOUT OUR SENIOR DISCOUNTS 
8 7  E L I Z A B E T H  S T . ,  D E R B Y

161 West Church St.

888-2538
Since 1952Since 1952

“Pledging To Serve As We Would Be Served” “Pledging To Serve As We Would Be Served” 
Burial - Cremation • Pre-Need & Title 19 Trusts

Monuments • Free Bereavement Library 
Franklyn E. Hull • Jane M. HullFranklyn E. Hull • Jane M. Hull • John P. Stavola, L.E., L.F.D.
Obituaries & Virtual Tour Online. Go To www.hullfh.com

\(203) 888-3000 • www.falcionipainting.net

Attorneys At LAw

Fred Stanek
Teodosio Stanek, LLc

481 OXFORD ROAD, OXFORD

881- 3600

Carl J. Miller III
Director

Kurt Miller
Director

M
   W

Pre-Planned Funeral ArrangementsPre-Planned Funeral Arrangements
– Parishioners –

Miller-Ward     Funeral Home
& Cremation Services

Family Owned
 Route 67, Seymour 
 203-888-2021

Title 19
Funeral Planning

Nickie O’Toole Realty LLC
Life-long Local Resident 

Serving Fairfield and New Haven Counties
Home Office: 203-888-3921  
realestate@nickieotoole.com

I Don’t Just List Property, I Sell it!
Nickie DiDio O’Toole  |  Owner/Broker

DENTIST
Nagesh D. Shrestha, DDS

Accepting New Patients
300 Bank St.,

(Rt. 67) Seymour, CT

(203) 888-0700
Evening & Saturday appointments available

Participate with Many Insurances

Contact Mary Hoffman to place an ad today! 
mhoffman@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6340

Anthony V. Chepulis Funeral HomeAnthony V. Chepulis Funeral Home

Funeral & Cremation Services
Licensed DirectorsLicensed Directors: : Anne R Chepulis • Paul N. Warren, Ph.D.

Funeral AssistantFuneral Assistant: Joseph J. Rogalis: Joseph J. Rogalis
47 Washington Ave., Seymour, CT 06483

203-888-3812  |  chepulisfuneralhome.com203-888-3812  |  chepulisfuneralhome.com

DAVIS OIL 
COMPANY INC.
“The Heating Service That Pleases”

Family Owned & Operated
Oil Company

PO BOx 8116, New HaveN, CT 06513

203-734-6142
HOD.1160

75th

aNNiversaryaNNiversary
1941 - 2016

This Space 
is Available

 Catholic Cemeteries Association is
 making it easier than ever to pre-plan
 your cemetery arrangements
 Why pre-plan?
• It ensures your wishes are carried out
• It is the greatest gift you can leave your family and loved ones
• It locks in your pricing, without being subjected to price
   increases in the future

And Catholic cemeteries association is making it
even easier with our end of 2020 special!

Purchase any grave space or mausoleum and 
enjoy 0% financing, with no money down!

Call one of our family services coordinators today for more details!
Offer expires 12/31/20

Any space more
than $7500,

pay 24 even monthly 
payments for two years

Any space less
than $7500,

pay 12 even monthly 
payments for one year


