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CONGRATULATIONS!! 

   The Association of Catholic Publishers has named 

Tom Kendzia’s song “By Our Love,” Song of the Year! 

This beautiful adaptation of Peter Scholtes' “They'll 

Know We Are Christians,” is a timely song of inspiration 

— reminding us that in service to others we present our-

selves as followers of Christ. Tom’s son Glenn created a 

powerful video to complement the song. Congrats to 

Tom And Glenn!  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?

list=RDyrvPSE0Ih3s&v=yrvPSE0Ih3s&feature=emb_re

l_end  

 

 

Christ the King Church Donates 

$10,000 

in Coronavirus Relief   

for Rhode Island 

 

   In the last three months, the parish community went 

above and beyond its regularly monthly contributions to 

local charities and donated $10,000 to help those dealing 

with food insecurity in Rhode Island. As unemployment 

increased and more people depended upon food pantries 

for assistance, we responded: $1,000 to the St. Thomas 

Food Pantry in Providence; $1,000 to Rhode Island Cen-

ter Assisting Those in Need in Charlestown; $1,000 to 

the Hope & Faith Drive Food Pantry in East Providence; 

$1,000 to the Rhode Island Community Food Bank in 

Providence; $1,000 to the All Saints Church Food Pantry 

in Woonsocket; $1,000 to the St. Edward Food and Well-

ness Center in Providence; $2,000 to the Johnnycake 

Center in Wakefield; and $2,000 to the Assumption Par-

ish Food Pantry in Providence. 

   $8,000 of the proceeds came directly from parishioners’ 

contributions to the parish during these months, and 

$2,000 came from our Social Action Committee.  

   Thanks be to Christ our King, who has crowned us 

with so many blessings and works through us to serve 

the needs of His people. May His Spirit keep our hearts 

fixed on the plight of others, and keep our parish family 

united in love, thanksgiving, and service – even as we 

remain separated during this time. “I was hungry and you 

gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink…” 

 

FOOD DONATIONS 

   Food for Assumption may be dropped off at the rec-

tory Monday -  Thursday from  

9 a.m. – 1p.m. The need is great, please help! 

 

 

STEPHEN MINISTRY MESSAGE 

   These are anxious times; concerned about when life 

will return to normal (whatever normal will be) as well as 

anxious about going out more, and seeing more people. 

For some, this anxiety causes disruption in many parts of 

daily life. If you are having trouble coping because of the 

uncertainty, a talk with a Stephen Minister can be very 

helpful. Voicing your concern to someone who will listen 

with an open mind and talk through you concern can be 

reassuring.   

   Call Larry Bartley at 965-7276   

(e-mail:  LJBJR@cox.net), Carol Hartley at 783-4036   

(e-mail:  CTK_StephenMinistry@verizon.net) or call the 

office at 783-7459 for more information. 
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MASS INTENTIONS 

 

Saturday, June 13 

4:00 p.m. All deceased friends and relatives 

 

Sunday, June 14 

9:00 a.m. Paul Sassi, Margaret Murphy 

11:00 a.m. Joseph Osakwe, Bill Ferrante 

 

Saturday, June 20 

4:00 p.m. Doris McGowan, James Taricani 

 

Sunday, June 21 

9:00 a.m. All deceased fathers 

11:00 a.m. All Deceased fathers 
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VBS 2020  

ROCKY RAILWAY 

Jesus’ Power Pulls us Through 

 

   The express train is coming… Your “conductors” are well under way getting the train ready 

for passengers!  Now it is time to welcome our campers.  The registration forms are on our 

website. Our dates are JULY 27- 31.  We are following all the protocols put out by the CDC 

and the State of RI for summer camps.  We will be well into PHASE 3 by the time we have 

our camp and rest assured we will be taking all precautions for a fun and safe VBS.  Some of the details that we are 

planning: 

�� Station leaders will be adults and sanitize the room between each movement of a group. 

�� Teens/Jr. Counselors will wear special VBS masks at all times.  These masks will be offered to campers as well 

for use while in the building.   

�� All stations will be set up for social distancing for campers as dictated by the State of Rhode Island Depart-

ment of Health guidelines in effect at the time of camp.  Counselors will be trained on how to separate each 

child… how about on a train seat!   

�� Groups will be limited to 10 campers who will remain together for the entire program.  This will include 

snack, opening and closing activities.   

�� Any group activities will be OUTSIDE on the front lawn.  In case of inclement weather we will use the 

church.   

�� All materials will go home every day.   

�� Campers will have their hands sanitized between each station.  

�� Most importantly, the cut off for receipt of application and payment is SUNDAY, JULY 12.  We will not be 

able to accept any late or day of registrations OR changes to group assignments this year due to social distanc-

ing and number requirements.   

All music is online and available to prepare for this great week!   

We are still looking for additional assistance for a CLEANING CREW to help in sanitizing quickly so that we can 

keep on schedule.  More hands make the work go smoother!   We are asking each family to donate $25.00 per camper, 

if possible.    

 

INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK 

   They recognized him in the breaking of bread. This 

was the amazing revelation or epiphany that occurred on 

the Road to Emmaus. Bread that had been transformed 

into the Body of Christ opened the eyes of the disciples 

and showed them who was really with them. Their hearts 

were burning. Sometimes we struggle with our belief in 

the Eucharist because we make it too much of an intel-

lectual challenge. If God’s divinity was wed to humanity 

in the incarnation of Christ, then why is it not possible 

for God to take simple elements of bread and wine and 

transform them into his Body and Blood? Affirm your 

faith today that the Eucharist you receive is God Him-

self. Become what you eat and allow God to embrace 

your soul and touch that part of you that no one else can 

touch. 

2020-2021 RELIGIOUS FORMATION CLASSES 

Registrations for classes for the coming year have been 

delayed until the fall. 

First Communions and Confirmations will be scheduled 

for next Spring. Watch the Bulletin for information, up-

dates and schedules.  

 

SUMMER OFFICE HOURS 

The Parish Office hours for the summer are  

Monday—Thursday: 9 a.m.—1 p.m.  



“Pope Francis calls El Paso bishop, congratulates him on 

demonstrating for George Floyd.” New York Daily 

News. June 6, 2020.   

“As the saying goes, if you’re not outraged, you’re not 

paying attention. What did we expect when we learned 

that in Minneapolis, a city often hailed as a model of in-

clusivity, the price of a black life is a counterfeit twenty-

dollar bill? When we added another name to the list of 

those murdered for being black or for caring about the 

marginalized? 

  I will not pretend to speak with any authority about the 

challenges people of color experience in our society.  I 

do not share the fear they put on when they and their 

children leave their homes every day. I do not know what 

it means to be ‘other.’ But I know there is a way to fix it.  

And the fix begins when we stop talking about the pro-

portionality of ‘their’ response and start talking about the 

proportionality of ‘ours.’ Surely a nation that could put a 

man in space, his safety assured by the brilliance of black 

women, can create a fair legal system, equitable education 

and employment opportunities and ready access to health 

care. Laws do not solve problems, but they create a sys-

tem where racism in all its forms is punished and playing 

fields are leveled. 

  I stand ready to join religious, civic, labor and business 

leaders in coming together to launch a new effort to 

bring about recovery and reconciliation in our city.  We 

do not need a study of the causes and effects. Those an-

swers can be found on the shelves of government offices 

and academic institutions across our burning nation. No, 

we need to take up the hard work of healing the deep 

wound that has afflicted our people since the first slave 

ships docked on this continent. And we need to start to-

day.”  Cardinal Blase Cupich, Archbishop of Chicago, in 

a statement from May 31, 2020.  

 

  “While some question how the brutal killing of George 

Floyd could happen in our country, many point to it as a 

stark demonstration of prevailing racism and prejudice. It 

is imperative, I think, to take this moment to try to un-

derstand the experiences of others especially of those 

who have been historically disenfranchised; of those who 

still today experience injustice, indignity, and unequal op-

portunities only because of their race or the color of their 

skin… 

   Our efforts to build a culture of life needs to include a 

commitment by all of us to combat racism and its effects 

in our civic and social institutions. This commitment 

needs to bring to an end the indifference that has allowed 

the evil of racism to persist. Some may believe it is 

enough to be non-racist, but history has shown the need 

for more. We need to be actively anti-racist.” 

Bishop Edgar M. da Cunha, Diocese of Fall River, Mass., 

in a statement June 3, 2020. 

Quotes of  the Week 
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  “The killing of George Floyd was an egregious act of 

violence with no justification whatsoever, all the worse 

for having been perpetrated by some police officers who 

are sworn to serve and protect their fellow citizens. Most 

law enforcement officials are decent men and women 

who train hard to restrain any violent impulses and to be 

respectful as they deal with 

the public. Mr. Floyd did not meet that kind of police 

officer the day he was killed. 

  I join other Americans in prayer for Mr. Floyd, his fam-

ily and friends and for the African American community 

of Minneapolis and throughout our country. Every hu-

man being is made in God’s image and likeness and de-

serves respect and fair treatment. The 

protests taking place in many US cities reflect the anger 

and frustration of millions of Americans who, to this day, 

experience racism in their daily lives. If I find abhorrent 

the resurgence of the ugly language, violence and racial 

discrimination I witnessed as a child, with how much 

more right do African Americans react against it! We 

American bishops addressed the issue of enduring racism 

in our society in our Pastoral Letter, Open Wide Our 

Hearts, in November 2018 (usccb.org website). I urge 

you to read it. 

  The justified protests currently underway must not be 

tainted by those who wish to spread violence or ruin the 

livelihoods of their neighbors. Such acts do not advance 

the cause of racial equality and respect for the human 

dignity of all. Pope St. Paul VI said, ‘If you want peace, 

work for justice.’ Injuries to persons and destruction of 

property are not the work of justice and will not bring 

peace. 

  Let us honor George Floyd and others who have died 

in similar incidents by working for true justice and an 

America in which, as Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., said, a 

person is ‘judged not by the color of his skin but by the 

content of his character.’ 

Bishop Mark Brennan, Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston, 

West Virginia, in a statement from June 1, 2020.  

 

“Pope Francis called a Texas bishop on Wednesday to 

recognize him for taking a stand against racism after the 

clergyman led priests from the local diocese in taking a 

knee to honor George Floyd. El Paso Bishop Mark J. 

Seitz said in a statement that during the brief chat with 

the head of the Catholic Church, he ex-pressed to the 

Pope that he ‘felt it was imperative to show our solidarity 

to those who are suffering,’ ac-cording to the El Paso 

Times.” 



  Quotes of  the Week 

Once again, our communities have been ripped apart by 

incidents of violence and the culture of death. The entire 

nation has witnessed the recent deaths of George Floyd, 

Breonna Taylor and Ahmaud Arbery in the past weeks, 

plunging our nation into deeper division and polariza-

tion. Unfortunately, the understandable anger and de-

spair so many are feeling has also led some to answer 

violence with more violence. But the answer to violence, 

including the violence of prejudice, does not lie in burn-

ing our common home down, destroying other people’s 

properties and looting but in peaceful protest, including 

voting, being counted in the Census, and advocating 

against unjust systems… 

     

As we strive to come together to stop the spread of pan-

demic, there are those among us who have the unfortu-

nate and added burden of overcoming the staggering ine-

qualities in our economic, political, legal and social struc-

tures every moment of their lives. For generations, Black 

Americans and other minorities have faced not just per-

sonal acts of animosity based in prejudice, but entire sys-

tems designed by and for the benefit of one race at the 

expense of another. Systems that keep the poorest 

among us in poverty, that assume individuals of certain 

colors are due less respect, have less dignity, are more 

inclined to bad acts. 

 

  We must learn to listen to the voices of our discrimi-

nated brothers and sisters and raise the voices God has 

given each of us to challenge the culture of death evi-

denced in violence, inequality, and injustice not only 

against innocent lives of the unborn, the sick and the eld-

erly, but also of our Black brothers and sisters and other 

people of race, faith affiliation, sexual orientation and 

economic status. 

 

  As my brother Bishops stated in the wake of the death 

of George Floyd, ‘Racism is not a thing of the past or 

simply a throwaway political issue to be bandied about 

when convenient. It is a real and present danger that 

must be met head on. As members of the Church, we 

must stand for the more difficult right and just actions 

instead of the easy wrongs of callous indifference. We 

cannot turn a blind eye to these  

atrocities and yet still try to profess to respect every hu-

man life. We serve a God of love, mercy, compassion 

and justice.’ 

  Our silence, our indifference is complicit in the death of 

so many lives due not only to that of George Floyd but 

other minorities, the migrants dying at our borders, and 

far too many others. It is abundantly clear that racism is a 

life issue. We as a church that professes the dignity and 

sanctity of every life simply cannot stand silent in the 

face of daily assaults on that dignity and sanctity, whether 

in the form of disenfranchising Black voters, threatening 

Black men and women engaged in peaceful and lawful 

activities, or unwarranted assumptions leading to unnec-

essary brutality against suspected wrongdoers. Our re-

sponse must be rooted in our Gospel beliefs, which es-

chew violent action but encourage us to advocate for sys-

temic change.” 

Bishop Oscar A. Solis, Diocese of Salt Lake City, in a 

statement from June 8, 2020.  

 

 

 

One year ago today [June 4], the U.S. House of Representatives 

passed the American Dream and Promise Act (H.R.6), which 

provides a pathway to citizenship for those who were brought to the 

United States as children by their parents (“Dreamers”), Tempo-

rary Protected Status (TPS), and Deferred Enforced Departure 

(DED) holders. In the year since the passage of H.R.6, there has 

been no action in the U.S. Senate to advance permanent legislative 

protection for Dreamers and TPS holders. Today, Bishop Mario 

E. Dorsonville, auxiliary bishop of Washington and chairman of 

the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Committee on Migration 

released the following statement: 

 

“One year ago, today the House of Representatives 

passed H.R.6, a bill offering a pathway to citizenship to 

Dreamers, TPS and DED holders. Today, sadly, Dream-

ers and TPS holders remain vulnerable and without per-

manent legal status. This continued uncertainty for 

Dreamers and TPS holders comes at a time during the 

COVID-19 pandemic when many Dreamers and TPS 

holders are, alongside U.S. citizens, on the frontlines 

providing essential work for our country in health care, 

food supply, and transportation. For example, currently, 

more than 62,000 workers. . . who are DACA-eligible are 

working in healthcare. As we await a decision from the 

U.S. Supreme Court on the legality of ending the De-

ferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) program, 

we again call on the Senate to push forward with legisla-

tion that provides a path to citizenship for these indi-

viduals, who are essential to our communities, our 

Church and our country.” 
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“COVID-19, the murder of George Floyd, the needless 

deaths of so many people of color, the shameless exploi-

tation of social division for personal gratification or po-

litical gain -- these are apocalyptic events that are not 

meant simply to scare us -- to take our breath away -- but 

to warn us of serious trouble on the horizon as well as 

the true meaning the peril that is already among us… We 

desperately need to breathe, so that we can recognize 

that the efforts by people of great power to divide us are 

diametrically opposed to the plan God has for this 

world.” 

Cardinal Joseph W. Tobin, Archbishop of Newark, New 

Jersey, in his Pentecost homily May 31. 

 

 

“Be careful, don’t cry victory, don’t cry victory too soon. 

Follow the rules. They are rules that help us to avoid the 

virus getting ahead again.” 

Pope Francis, encouraging people to continue mitigation 

measures to prevent a recurrence of Covid-19. “World 

reaches 400,000 virus deaths as Pope urges caution.” 

Crux. June 7, 2020. 

____________________________________________ 

 

“Catholic schools, particularly high schools, have become 

nearly impossible to operate by individual parishes.” 

Bishop Robert McManus, Diocese of Worcester, Mass.  

WorcesterDiocese.org. June 8, 2020. 

 

“Good Shepherd Parish in Camp Hill [Pennsylvania] says 

due to continued decreasing enrollment, the financial 

stress it brings, and the unexpected COVID-19 pan-

demic, the school will suspend its operations this June.” 

“Good Shepherd Catholic School to suspend opera-

tions.” WHTM. June 1, 2020. 

 

“Elementary school teachers across the Catholic Diocese 

of Pittsburgh were told that they aren’t guaranteed jobs 

in the fall. The diocese issued constriction notices, then 

the director of Catholic schools spoke with each elemen-

tary school principal who shared the information with 

teachers.” 

“Catholic Diocese of Pittsburgh elementary teachers told 

they’re not guaranteed jobs come fall.” KDKA. May 29, 

2020. 

 

“After 118 years of providing Catholic education in St. 

Clair County [Michigan], St. Mary's Catholic School has 

permanently closed.” 

“St. Mary's Catholic School closes after 118 years.”  

Port Huron Times Herald. June 5, 2020. 

“The Archdiocese of Boston announced the permanent 

closure of St. Francis of Assisi, a Catholic School in 

Braintree. Families were notified Tuesday of the closure 

in a letter from Father Paul Clifford who cited the eco-

nomic devastation from the coronavirus as the reason for 

the school's shuttering.” 

“Braintree Catholic school closing permanently.” The 

Patch. June 3, 2020. 

 

“Quigley Catholic High School [in Baden, Pennsylvania] 

will permanently close after the conclusion of the 2019-

20 school year… ‘This decision, painful for all con-

cerned, was based on the assessment of sharply declining 

enrollment, unsustainable cost projections and insuffi-

cient funds to assure both the short-term and the long-

term visibility of the school,’ [said Bishop David Zubik 

of the Pittsburgh Catholic Diocese].” 

“Quigley Catholic High closing at end of 2019-20 school 

year.” The Times. May 29, 2020. 

 

“Declining student enrollment at St. Jerome Elementary 

School in North Weymouth [Mass.] is forcing the land-

mark parochial school on Route 3A to permanently close 

when the current academic year ends, according to Arch-

diocese of Boston Superintendent of Schools Thomas W. 

Carroll.” 

“St. Jerome Elementary School in North Weymouth to 

close permanently.” WickedLocal.com. June 1, 2020. 

 

“St. Stephen Parish in Worcester has announced that the 

St. Stephen School will close this month, citing a ‘perfect 

storm’ of declining enrollment, coronavirus and unem-

ployment. The school on Grafton Street, which served 

students from kindergarten to eighth grade, was founded 

in 1924.” 

“St. Stephen School in Worcester to close, diocese cites 

‘perfect storm’ of coronavirus, declining enrollment 

numbers.” MassLive. June 6, 2020. 

 

“St. Mary’s Schools, which dates to 1915, is closing for 

good, the school announced Monday. The Richland 

Street school, with pre-kindergarten through Grade 12, 

will formally shut its doors at the end of the current 

school year.” 

“St. Mary’s Schools of Worcester will close after current 

school year.” Worcester Telegram & Gazette. June 8, 2020.  

 

“I believe we’re going to hsave the largest number of 

Catholic school closures around the country in anyone’s 

recent memory.” 

Thomas Carroll, superintendent of Catholic schools for 

the Archdiocese of Boston. “Economic collapse cited in 

wave of Catholic school closures.” The Herald News. June 

9, 2020.  
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