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  Saturday:         4:30 PM�

  Sunday:            10:00 AM & 6:00 PM�

Facebook Live:  Sunday 10 AM�
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Contact the office to schedule.�
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Contact the office for a visit to the 

homebound/sick.�

�

M	���	�:  �

Please contact us at least �

six months in advance.�

16TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME        JULY 19, 2020 



PARISH SUPPORT�

Week of July 4th�July 11th�

In�Pew: $1,949�

Online: $3,615�

Mailed: $1,758�

Gi�s/Sacramental/Other Income: $650�

Total: $7,972�

Prayer Intentions for the Week  

July             18     Saturday        Alexander & Elinor Courtney�

July             19     Sunday�      Pro Populo�

July            20     Monday          Al Courtney�

July            21     Tuesday          Kate O’Brien�

July            22     Wednesday   Catherine O'Halloran�

July            23     Thursday        Dianne Romano�

July            24     Friday              Joseph Piemonte �

90�DAYS NOW �

90�Days Now � For Your Parish is 

an online supplemental offertory 

giving program started by the laity 

to help support parishes during 

the pandemic • Phase 1 raised 

$450,000 for 236 parishes. • Phase 2 offers a match gi) 

from a generous anonymous benefactor when the 

overall campaign reaches $700,000 Should you choose 

to join in this effort, or give again to help reach the 

match, the Archdiocese has created an easy�to�use link 

to donate at www.BostonCatholic.org/donate. ALL 

FUNDS GO DIRECTLY TO OUR PARISH. Thank you for 

your con;nued support. God bless! �

     Last week 38 of our candidates were confirmed. The celebra�on 

of this sacrament took place in the parking lot behind the church. 

Our crowd was not as big as it usually is, but not much is done these 

days “as we usually do”. And, in some cases, the “new usual” is fine 

with me!�

     For example, the candidates and sponsors usually sit together in 

the first few pews while extended family and friends occupy the 

seats behind them. This worked well because we could squeeze a 

huge amount of people into the church. Last week candidates and 

sponsors from the same household could sit next to one another, 

but those not of the same household had to sit six feet apart. While 

this improved behavior at Mass (though not typically a problem), it 

le- several “islands of one”.�

     While no one complained to me (and it wouldn’t have ma/ered 

as we tried to adhere to state guidelines for places of worship), it 

was difficult to see grandparents, aunts and uncles si1ng alone. But, 

they aren’t alone. This is precisely the point of Confirma�on.�

     First, candidates choose a sponsor; someone in whose custodial 

care they are not (i.e. a parent). The reason is that everyone, espe-

cially the young, should have a “faith partner”. It makes sense. One 

should never hike alone: so why walk the path toward sainthood 

without a partner? A-er all, this path is an uphill climb, some�mes 

full of unexpected twists and turns and difficult terrain.�

     Second, candidates choose a “new” name. In recent years the 

USCCB has encouraged candidates to take their bap�smal name 

(presumably the name of a saint, a blessed or a virtue). This is done 

to forge a friendship with a mentor. Yes, the sponsor needs to be an 

adult (over 18) who living his/her bap�smal call to be a disciple and 

evangelize others. The chosen name should be of one who has al-

ready done so or a virtue for which the candidate is striving. To re-

search a saint or blessed and discover a commonality (Blessed Moth-

er Mary and her trust in God, St. Therese of Lisieux and her ways of 

making li/le chores into prayerful sacrifices) can make a connec�on 

for this life and the next; a person with whom we develop a rela�on-

ship of prayer. We pray through them and they pray for us.�

     Finally, candidates are presented to the bishop as “being ready to 

be confirmed”. God willing, they are not receiving this sacrament 

solely because a parent is pushing them or a grandparent is dangling 

a reward... While standing up and remaining standing may seem the 

easiest part, for most it is not. And, in life, standing up or standing 

alone for your faith is o-en not easy; especially when millions of 

Chris�ans around the world are being persecuted for their faith or 

fleeing their homelands rather than give up their faith. Nowadays in 

our country, which was founded on religious freedom, Catholic 

churches and statues are being desecrated.�

     So, in conclusion, to sit outside amidst God’s crea�on, enabled us 

to realize that He is present and NEVER abandons us. We even got to 

feel the gentlest of breezes.... perhaps the Holy Spirit?! And as most 

know, Pentecost is my favorite day, and we relived that right there in 

the parking lot. As Dr. Seuss wrote in The Grinch Who Stole CHRIST-

mas: “And the Grinch, with his Grinch�feet ice cold in the snow, 

stood puzzling and puzzling, how could it be so? It came without 

ribbons. It came without tags. It came without packages, boxes or 

bags. And he puzzled and puzzled '�ll his puzzler was sore. Then the 

Grinch thought of something he hadn't before. What if Christmas, he 

thought, doesn't come from a store. What if Christmas, perhaps, 

means a li/le bit more.” Don’t Mass and the sacraments mean (at 

least) a li/le bit more? �

From the Desk of Karlene Duffy�

Please pray for all the deceased of our parish 

including, Quinn Dyson,  whose funeral Mass we 

celebrated recently, as well as all of our sick and 

those who have asked for our prayers.�



       On July 10, 2020 the Associated Press released an 

ar�cle about the Payroll Protec�on Program being 

used to assist the Catholic Church. The ar�cle was 

picked up by many news outlets and became a na-

�onal story. The reporter was raising objec�ons that 

federal money was used to help tax�exempt en��es, ci�ng over 

$3 billion for Catholic ins�tu�ons. Like many people, I was ini�ally 

enraged by the ar�cle, taking it as a personal afront to the 

Church, for which I have been ordained a priest. However, as I 

think more about it, I see the ar�cle as presen�ng an opportunity 

to recognize what the Church is and what it contributes to the 

wider community. The ar�cle raises objec�on to the Church’s 

par�cipa�on in the program; “with many millions [of dollars] go-

ing to dioceses that have paid huge se2lements or sought bank-

ruptcy protec�on because of clergy abuse cover�ups.”�

   Over 300 ins�tu�ons in the Archdiocese of Boston have par�ci-

pated in the program, including our parish. Here at St. Margaret 

Mary, we were encouraged by the Parish Finance Council to ap-

ply. Happily, our applica�on was accepted and were given a loan 

of roughly $50,000. That money was used to pay the salaries of 

our devoted parish staff. The condi�ons of the loan were that it 

was to be used to keep employees employed during a major crisis 

in which normal revenue ceased, thus preven�ng (or at least de-

laying) lay�offs.�

   Some informa�on regarding the PPP loan in the Archdiocese of 

Boston:�

�� 302 parishes and schools, plus our Central Ministries offices, 

par�cipated in the PPP loan program. Certain parishes chose 

not to par�cipate.�

�� 3,300 parish and school employees work for those en��es 

that applied for the PPP loan; 192 employees work in Central 

Ministries.�

�� Parishes and schools received $31.7M in the aggregate.�

�� 257 loans were for parishes, totaling $15.9M, averaging $62K 

per en�ty. 45 loans were for schools, totaling $15.8M, aver-

aging $351K per en�ty. Central ministries received $3.1M.�

    The Archdiocese publicly discloses its financial ac�vity each 

year. In the statement from the Archdiocese last week, it has said 

that PPP loan ac�vity will be accounted in the upcoming financial 

statement.�

     Next to the federal and state governments, the Catholic Church 

is the largest provider of social services in the country and the 

commonwealth. When you consider the ac�vity of the Church, 

prompted by the mission of the Gospel, it is hard to conceive of 

our country without the Catholic Church. Consider the hospitals, 

schools, universi�es, social services, Catholic Chari�es, etc.  Could 

we do without them? And, (and this is a huge and!) consider the 

millions of people whose faith is nourished by the Sacraments of 

the Church who, in turn, bring to society compassion, sacrifice, 

moral values and charity.�

Message from Father Bob�

Weekly Schedule: July 20�24 

Monday � Catechism Study�

Our seminarian, Nate Sanders, will lead a discussion 

about the Catechism of the Catholic church.�

Wednesday � Adora�on & Reconcilia�on�

The Blessed Sacrament will be solemnly exposed on 

our altar. There will also be the opportunity to �

receive the Sacrament of Reconcilia'on.�

Thursday � Women’s Prayer Group & Bible Study�

Join Karlene via Zoom to learn more about strong 

women in the Bible.�

FaceBook Live Events�

Daily � Morning prayer at 8:30 AM �

Daily � Noon prayer�

Daily � Rosary/Chaplet at 3:00 PM �

Friday � Virtual Adora'on from noon to 3:00 PM �
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Please welcome our newest member in the Catholic faith, �

Avangeline Ricketson, bap�zed at St. Margaret Mary last 

week. We offer congratula�ons to the family and welcome 

them to the community! �
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�
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The Propaga�on of the Faith invites you to witness the 

miracle of�Fa�ma�as told through the eyes of Sister Lucia, 

one of the three Shepherd Children of Fa�ma! Starring 

Sonia Braga as Sister�Lucia, this private, pre�screening�will 

be held in the parking�lot of Our Lady Comforter of the 

Afflicted Parish, 920 Trapelo Road, Waltham. Show �me is 

8:30 p.m. on Sunday August 9th. An offering of $50 per 

car, as a gi3 to the missions, helps to con�nue�the lifesav-

ing, faith affirming work of the Propaga�on of the Faith 

worldwide! Missionaries are prayerfully grateful for your 

support! A pre�sealed Fa�ma�gi3 box is included for your 

enjoyment. Hurry! Go to www.propfaithboston.org/

dona�ons to reserve your space now! �
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HOLDEN - DUNN - LAWLER HOLDEN - DUNN - LAWLER 
FUNERAL HOMEFUNERAL HOME

Richard J. Dunn
Robert J. Lawler, Jr.
William L. Lawler

55 High Rock St.
Westwood, MA

781-326-0074781-326-0074
www.hdlfuneralhome.net

  Proudly owned & operated 
  by the A. Franchi Family
 “Celebrating Over 40 Years”

REHABILITATION 
& NURSING CENTER

(781) 762-6880
www.TheEllis.com

135 Ellis Avenue, Norwood, MA 02062

San Marino
Landscaping Const. Corp.

Total Lawn Care • Clean Ups
Mulch • Brick Walkways

781-329-5433
Commercial & Residential 
Fully Insured • Dedham, MA

Custom Builder
Todd C.

S U L L I VA N
construction llc
Custom Homes • Additions

Remodeling • Historic Renovations

Direct: 781.603.9697
 sullyconst@msn.com

PO Box 830 • Westwood, MA 02090
www.ToddSullivanConstruction.com

DAVIS 
MONUMENTS

617-524-4300
Appointments at your home,

cemetery, or Boston Showroom.
Needham-resident owned.

John Tigges: 781-449-0923
www.davismonuments.com 

Dr. Nyakundi, DMD
781-255-1100 • 617-959-0673
45 Walpole Street, Suite 4, Norwood  

info@affinitydentalinc.com

Office Hours
Thursday 8am–6pm 
Friday 8am–1pm
Saturday 8am–2pm

Monday  8am–6pm
Tuesday  8am–6pm
Wednesday  8am–6pm

affinitydentalinc.com

Victoria Russo • vrusso@4LPi.com • (800) 477-4574 x6283 

Home Cleanouts  
Garage Cleanouts
Office Cleanouts  

Storage Unit Cleanouts
Estate Cleanouts  

Furniture • Appliances 
Televisions • Yard Waste

Construction Debris  
Demolition

Steven Conroy - Owner 
www.lugaway.com | info@lugaway.com


