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Mission Statement

We, the Catholic community of Most Holy Trinity Parish, rich in diversity, strive to achieve the unity that is the essence of
God and the heart of the Church. Empowered by the Holy Spirit, we are called to be faithful stewards of the apostolic tradition,
to stir mto flame the gifts of God the Father, and to evangelize through our action as witnesses to our Lord, Jesus Christ.
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Parishioners of the Parish

In the Roman Catholic Church of the United States of
America, a member is considered “active” when “one
is registered and actively participates in the liturgical
and pastoral life of the parish through the generous,
sacrificial and proportionate sharing of his/her God-
given gifts of time, talent and treasure.”

As a Catholic and registered parishioner of the
parish, I am expected to:

¢ Regularly attend and participate in Sunday Mass —
preferably as a family

¢ Regularly participate in the sacramental life of the
Church

¢ Develop and practice an ongoing personal/family
prayer life

¢ Witness to the teachings of the Church by my
manner of living life

¢ Seek to understand and practice what it means to
be and live as an active and committed Christian
steward in service to the parish and the Church

¢ Commit annually to a generous, sacrificial and
proportionate commitment of my time, talent and
treasure in service to the mission of the parish and
the universal Church without counting the cost or
any expectation of something in return

¢ Recognize, understand, and accept my need to
regularly give and share rather than giving and
sharing only when there happens to be a need

¢ Acknowledge, as a registered parishioner, that |
am to participate in the mission of the parish ra-
ther than being only a spectator.

¢ Realize the necessary and ongoing importance of
love, generosity, faith and family.

Let us remember, it is only through God’s love that
we receive the gift of life. In the course of our lives,
we are the recipients of God’s grace and giftedness.
Through our Baptism, we are called to serve as God’s
disciples, sharing - in gratitude - His gifts and grace in
loving service of God and neighbor.

Our expectations within this gift of life must not be
allowed to take precedent over what is expected of us
in gratitude thereof. “Whoever wishes to come after
me must deny himself, take up his cross, and follow
me.” (Mt. 16:24)

Email Addresses

Main Office: mht-poconos@outlook.com
Bulletin: mht-bulletin@outlook.com

Modified Parish Office Hours

Monday through Friday

9:00am - 12 noon

Oftice 1s closed to the public.
Call or email to contact us.

MHT Parish Mass Intentions
7/20 8:15am Touis Sullivan Rob Sullivan
7/21 | 8:15am Magdgi;‘ uﬁ\kmge” Children and Family
7/22 8:15am Janet Nagy Ingnd Johnson
7:00pm For the People Pastor
7/23 8:15am Mark F. Moran Mary Moran
7/24 8:15am Pat Sullivan Rob Sullivan
7/25 | 4:00pm John R. Reilly Reilly Family
7/26 8am Irene Martens Gladys Garber & Family
10:30am For the People Pastor
12:00pm For the People Pastor




Ongoing help is needed at the Msgr. McHugh Center!

There will be a variety of tasks to complete over the next
several months from cleaning, to painting, to repairs, etc.

We will meet each Tuesday from 8:30-10:00am and
6:00-7:30pm. If you can join us for one of those times
please simply show up.

Please call or email the office if you have any questions.

We are most thankful

to all the volunteers
YU U who worked this past

Saturday transporting our

pews to the
EIE!E Msgr. McHugh Center,

This 1tems will look beautiful
In our new worship space!



WEEKLY PRAYER

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF JULY 19, 2020

SUN 7/19 Wis 12:13, 16-19/Ps 86:5-6, 9-10, 15-16 [5a]/Rom 8:26-27/
Mt 13:24-43 or 13:24-30

MON 7/20 Mi6:1-4, 6-8/Ps 50:5-6, 8-9, 16bc-17, 21 and 23 [23b)/
Mt 12:38-42

TUE 7/21 Mi 7:14-15, 18-20/Ps 85:2-4, 5-6, 7-8 [Ba]/Mt 12:46-50

WED 7722 Sg 3:11-4b or 2 Cor 5:14-17/Ps 63:2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-0 [2}/|n 20:1-2,
11-18

THR 7/23 Jer 2:1-3,7-8, 12-13/Ps 36:6-7ab, 89, 10-11 [10a)/Mt 13:10-17
FrI7/24 ler 3:14-17/Jer 31:10, 11-12abcd, 13 [cf. 10d}/Mt 13:18-23
SAT 7/25 2 Cor 4:7-15/Ps 126:1bc-2ab, 2cd-3, 4-5, 6 [S)/Mt 20:20-28

SUM 7126 1 Kgs 3:5, 7-12/Ps 119:57, 72, 76-77, 127-128, 129130 [97a)/
Rom 2:28-30/Mt 13:44-52 or 13:44-46

OBSERVANCES FOR THE WEEK OF JULY 19, 2020

Sunday: 16" Sunday in Ordinary Time
Monday: St. Apollinaris, Bishop and Martyr
Tuesday: St. Lawrence of Brindisi, Priest and Doctor of the Church

Wednesday: 5t Mary Magdalene
Thursday: 5t. Bridget, Religious

Friday: St. Sharbel Makhlaf, Priest
Saturday: St. James, Apostle

Mext Sunday: 17" Sunday in Ordinary Time

LIVE THE LITURGY
Inspiration for the week

Grace and sin are found together, As much as our hearts long for union with
God, there is always that part of us that resists. As much as | wholeheartedly
believe in God, there is a dimension of disbelief with which | also wrestle. Even
though we may seek purity and integrity in all of our thoughts, words, and
deeds, there is also the path toward weakness and sin that we find ourselves
traversing. Just as weeds can easily overtake the best of gardens, so too can
weakness and sin overtake and overwhelm a person. The call is to realize the
power the weeds of sin have to choke us off from God's presence. While God
allows the wheat and the weeds to exist together, we must keep our eyes fixed
on God's mercy and forgiveness and resist the death that comes from giving
way to sin and evil. In God's time, the eternal harvest will come, and we will

no longer have to worry about the weeds. For now, we must be vigilant and
regularly seek the assistance of the Master Gardener.

SAINT

Do

———-:5-5_1@@———

SUNDAY, JULY 19, 2020 | 16™ SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME



FIRST READING
For your might is the source of |ustice;
your mastery over ail things makes you
lenbent to all, (Wis 12:16)

_g_

PSALM

Lord, you are good and forgiving. (Ps 86)

_g_

SECOND READING
And the one who searches hearts
knowes what is the intention of the Spirit,
because it intercedes for the holy anes
according to God's will, (Rom &:27)

+

GOSPEL
“Let them grow together until harvest;

then at harvest time | will say to the harvesters,

“First collect the weeds and tie them
in bundles for burning:

but gather the wheat into my bam.™ (Mt 13:300)

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass 82001,
1958, 1970 CCO. The £ngiish ransiotion of Psalm
Responses from Lectionary for Mass € 7968, 1981,
1997, Imtermational Commission on English in the
Liturgy Corporation. ANl rights reserved,

SUNDAY, JULY 19, 2020

WORSHIP & MEDITATION

GOSPEL MEDITATION
Encourage Deeper Understanding of Scripture

Grace and sin, belief and unbelief, good and evil all exist together. While we wrestle with
these two dimensions of reality inwardly, they are also witnessed in the actions and
words of others, Many, all too often, beat themselves up because of their sin. We are also
all too quick to pass judgment on others whom we perceive to be in error and walking
down a wrong path. God does not make rash judgments, nor should we, Patience is the
order of the day as is an understanding that God is ultimately the caller of the shots.

Owr faith tells us that while God allows the wheat and the weeds to coexist, the wheat
will always triumph. As long as we can cultivate even a little faith and a small measure

of desire for God, He can produce abundant blessings and good things. Even when the
weeds seem to have triumphed, there still may be a small measure of faith remaining
that can be cultivated and grown. |t doesn't take much! Unless a person totally allows the
weeds to reign, there is always to be found at least a small measure of faith, goad, light,
and love, With even this small portion, God can produce abundant growth,

Admittedly, it is easy to give into the weeds, and they grow very quickly. Any gardener
knows this to be true. Sometimes, the weeds even seem maore attractive and vibrant.
Dealing with weeds can quickly become a losing battle, and they can look healthier and
grow faster than the very plants we are trying to protect. It's easy to give into them and let
them win. While God will deal with all things in due time, we are responsible for keeping
things in check in the short term. It is our task to keep our eyes fixed on God's presence
and mercy. We are asked to avoid judgment. And, it is not our responsibility to deal with
the weeds in someone else's garden, only our own. One garden is enough responsibility
for anyone,

Weeds have power. We have to realize this. While they can appear attractive and healthy,
they can quickly choke us off from God's presence, Our task is one of maintenance and
cultivating a desire for God. Even the smallest kernel of faith can grow into something
wonderful. In God's time, the eternal harvest will come, and we will no longer have to
waorry about the weeds.

16™ SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME



DIOCESE OF SCRANTON
300 WYOMING AVENUE
SCRANTON, PENNSYLVANIA 18503-1279

July 1, 2020
OFFICE OF THE BISHOP

Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

As the calendar turns to July this week, it is hard to believe just how much has changed in our lives over the last
four months. With summer now upon us, things may be gradually returning to normal in some ways -but the
threat of COVID-19 is still very present in our communities.

With the virus surging in many parts of our country, we need to be more vigilant than ever in exercising
precautionary measures to keep us all safe. While all parishes in the Diocese of Scranton are now able to hold
in-person Masses, this is not the time for us to let down our guard. I want to thank you - our faithful people, as
well as all of our pastors and parish life coordinators - for your continued patience in following all of the safety
protocols in your parishes.

As a people of God, we always need to think about how our actions impact others. Maintaining proper social
distancing and wearing face masks are vital in preventing the spread of this virus. They are also acts of charity,
helping to safeguard our fellow parishioners, our community and ourselves. Right now, we do not have a vaccine
for the coronavirus, but we do have something that is just as important: We have the ability to help keep each
other safe.

I'm thankful that so many of you have stepped-up to help your parishes stay safe at this time. From volunteering to
make sure people are properly welcomed and healthy - to sanitizing your church after Mass -each action is truly
making a difference to protect those around us.

While our capacity for attendance might be temporarily limited - the love of God knows no limits. If nothing else,
this difficult time has helped to emphasize to us how important the communal celebration of the Eucharist is.

While the Sunday obligation to attend Mass remains suspended at this time - you and I know very well that
nothing can replace coming together as a faith-filled community for the shared celebration of the Eucharist. These
past months have reminded us that for as challenging and difficult as the journey may have been, Jesus alone is
our light, our hope and our strength.

We've all been burdened and stressed these last few months, haven't we? Yet, as always, we manage to find a
hopeful way forward through the grace of God and Jesus' abiding presence in our lives. As we continue to
re-gather as a local church week-by-week, may the Good News of Jesus be the message that we spread far and
wide. It alone has the power to provide hope and to impart lasting peace to those who open their lives and hearts
to Jesus.

You, your family and loved ones are always in my prayers. Please stay safe and well.

Faithfully yours in Christ,

Most Reverend Joseph C. Bambera, D.D., J.C.L.
Bishop of Scranton



